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REBIRTH OF SPEAKEASIES 


AFM. Fight Very Embarrassing To [WAR WORKFAS' |Non-Pix Biz Segments of Show Biz 
Washington, Especially James L. Fly 
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Washington, Aug. 4. 

The American Federation of Musi- 
cians situation is intensely embar- 
rassing to’: Washington which sees it- 
self fighting labor and fighting it 
under a law of some murkiness. 
Moreover, there has been built up 
over the years, paruy with FRC and 
FCC complicity, a general assump- 
tion that ‘live’ broadcasting was far 
more in the public interest than 
‘canned’ broadcasting. Now the FCC 
has to defend the latter as necessary 
to the public interest. There are all 
sorts of related confusions, too, in- 
cluding the wisdom of attempting to 
exempt radio from strikes or en- 
couraging Congress to re-classify 
radio as a public utility. 

After weighing the request for 
three days Petrillo, last week replied 
to Elmer Davis, Director of the 
Office of War Information, that, in 
essence, he did not know what he 
was talking about. The AFM would 
not, as Davis had requested, rescind 
its cancellation of permission for its 
membership to make radio tran- 
scriptions or phonograph records 
after Aug, 1. Two days later the De- 
partment of Justice filed an action in 
Chicago for an 
action will require Petrillo and 

(Continued on page 63) 


JIBE AT PETRILLO COSTS 
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H’ wood Mansions Prove 
Headaches, Ask Tax Cuts 


Hollywood, Aug. 4. 
Huge mansions, once popular in 
the film industry, are a pain in the 
bankroll today, according to pleas 
for tax reductions filed with the 
county board of supervisors by 
Harold Lloyd and executors of the 
Carl Laemmle estate. Both peti- 
tioners declared they are unable to 
rent or sell their wide-spreading 
homesteads at reasonable prices. 
Lloyd wants his property assess- 
ment cut from $222,760 to $49,410. 
Laemmle group asked a reduction 
from $110,410 to $24,610. 


Bill Robinson In and Out 
Of a Misunderstanding At 











Philadelphia, Aug. 4. 

| The Philly Stage Door Canteen had 
la bad case of the jitters last week 
| when Bill (Bojangles) Robinson can- 
| celled his appearance after hearing 
| reports that Negro servicemen were 
| barred from the spot. But the matter 


M’WAUKEE M.C. HIS JOB) was straightened out before Bojan- 





Milwaukee, Aug. 4. 

A reported jibe. at James C. Pe- 
trillo by a local nitery m. c. has re- 
sulted in the loss of his job here. 

Joe Reardon, m.c. at the Tic Toc 
Tap, downtown spot, is the alleged 
offender against the chief of the 
American Federation of Musicians as 
well as the local bandsmen playing 
there, and Vollmer Dahlstrand. local 
union head, protested. One word led 
to another and Dahistrand told Al 
Tusa, nitery op, that unless he got 
rid of the m.c. the musicians would 
walk out. Tusa gave Reardon the 
air. 

The wrangling started when Rear- 
don reportedly derided the AFM 
rules that prevent floor shows from 
running indefinitely, 

Dahlstrand has also preferred 
charges against Reardon with the 
American Guild of Variety Artists. 


Gracie Fields’ 1st U. S. 
Cafe Date—in Saratoga 


Gracie Fields, who has never 
Played a night club in the United 
States, has signed for a two-week 
date at Riley’s Lake House, Saratoga, 
Opening Aug. 10. She'll get $2,500 
weekly for the Spa stint. 

Miss Fields follows Henny Young- 
man, now current, who goes from 
Saratoga to the 21 Club, Baltimore. 

oth Miss Fields and Youngman, 
oy Willie Howard, are slated for 
ee next Clifford C. Fischer-Shuberts 
‘WO-a-day vauder in N. Y., probably 
Se ening ‘Priorities’ at the 46th 
St. early in September. 





| gles left Philly—thanks to a Negro 
newspaperman 

Robinson, who was headlining the 
show at the Earle, was booked to 
lappear at the Canteen with Ella 
| Fitzgerald last Tuesday night (28). 
iEarlier that day Robinson lunched 
with some Philly friends, who told 
him that colored soldiers and sailors 

(Continued on page 61) 
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| PALACE WILL GO VAUDE 
| ONLY FOR NAVY RELI 


The Palace big-time, as it really 
was, will be revived for a $5.50 mid- 
night show, for benefit of Navy Re- 
lief, this fall, including a full-fledged 
authentic layout of a two-a-day 
vaudeville show, including the res- 
urrection of Eddie Darling’s offices 
to ‘book’ it and also Lou Forman or 
Dave Mordecai to baton it. But 
that'll be the nearest to ‘reviving’ 
vaudeville at the Palace, which is 
doing okay as an RKO straight film 
(weekly duals) operation. 

Charlie MacDonald, RKO theatre 
exec, himself an old vaude salt, is 
planning the midnight show for 
Navy Relief purposes. 


GOLDEN WEDDING IN H’wooD 
Hollywood, Aug. 4. 
Dame May Whitty and Ben Web- 
ster celebrated their 50th anniver- 
Insees on Monday (3). 
| Friends were asked to forego 
| gifts and instead make donations 


: British War Orphans Fund 








GHEAT OP OTS 


Cleveland’s Industrial Boom 
Creates After-2:30 A.M. 
Bootleg Joints—City Vice 
Official Urges Pronto 
Round - the- Clock Legali- 
zation to Kill Off Fast- 
Growing ‘Blind Pig’ Habit 








WHERE ELSE TO GO? 





Cleveland, Aug. 4. 
Need for night life and legitimate 
entertainment for war plant workers 
has resulted in rise of speakeasies 


and bootleggers throughout industrial 
Greater Cleveland. Police call these 
modern bootleg joints ‘cheat spots.’ 


Opening at 2:30 a.m. after legiti- 


doing a land-office business. 
‘One sure way of beating the ‘cheat 





spots’ and removing the. stigma 
| against liquor-selling spots would be 
to permit licensed cafes and night 
lclubs to stay open around the clock 


b a 
iinstead of prohibiting them from 
| Selling liquor between 2:30 and 5:30 
| 
| mond Shillat of city vice squad, who 
lled raids closing four cheateries. 
Municipal Judge Lewis Drucker 
also chairman of Welfare Federation 
Committee investigating prostitution, 


driven off streets, go into ‘cheat 





'ery,’ a young war worker said: ‘What 
j}else can I do for entertainment? By 
| the time I get cleaned up, the shows, 
| danos halls, cafes and 

inight clubs are folding up. Thes« 
|spots are the only places we can go 
ito buy a drink and play the juke 
|boxes without disturbing the neigh- 
(yp aed 


legitimate 


Sergeant Shillat pointed out that 
only a few theatres run special a.m 
shows once a week for war workers 


| 


| 


| 








Statue of Cohan? 





The state-wide George M. Co- 
han Day in Rhode Island on 
Monday (3) points up again a 
show business movement for a 
statue of the ‘Yankee Doodle 
Dandy’ in Times Square. A 
number of representative show- 
men have petitioned ‘Variety’ 
to further this effort, as a de- 
parture from a tradition of hon- 
oring the great after they’re 
gone. It’s proposed to erect the 
tribute in the triangle on Broad- 
way and 43rd street. 

The former Longacre triangle 
opposite the Palace theatre is 
now called Duffy Square, with 
| Father Duffy’s statue symboliz- 
i ng the honor. 





Also Want U.S. Bond-Selling Drive 


mate places close, ‘cheat spots’ are} 


; : ; , | 
a. m.,’ said Detective Sergeant Ray- 


said that many prostitutes, being | 


spots’ as waitresses and entertainers. | 
Asked why he patronized a ‘cheat- | 





Charlot, Now Bit Actor, 
Asks Washup of Debts 


Hollywood, Aug. 4. 

Andre Charlot, former London 
revue producer, filed a petition in 
bankruptcy in U. S. district court, 
listing $33,911 in debts and $458 in 
assets. Bulk of the liabilities were 
incurred by Charlot’s Revue in Lon- 
don. Currently Charlot is working 
as a bit actor in pictures. 

His famed Charlot’s Revues 
brought many stars to America, in- 
cluding Gertrude Lawrence, 


‘“Army’s’ N.Y. Run Will 
Show Profit of $340,000 
In 8 Wks.; Nix Garden 


Profit of ‘This Is the Army,’ the 
Irving Berlin soldier show presented 
at the Broadway, N. Y., for the Army 
Emergency Relief Fund, is approxi- 
mating $42,600 weekly, 
that the eight-week engagement in 
the metropolis will net $340,000 
|Along Broadway it is figured that 
‘Army’ could stay a year. 

‘Army’ won additional public favo1 
last week when it was announced 
that a special matinee would be 
played Aug. 18 for the Actors Fund 
| Regular afternoon scale of $2.75 will 
apply, night top being $4.40. The 
Fund performance is a gesture to the 
|profession and a mark of apprecia- 
|ltion for the gratis entertainment 

















! 4 ; 
indicating 


igiven soldiers and sailors nightly at 
|the Stage Door Canteen. 

Offer of Madison Square Garden 
for the ‘Army’ is reported to have 
been declined with thanks. Garden 
s too large for a show of this type 


“UNCLE SAMBO,” NEGRO 
| SOLDIER SHOW, ON TAP 


| 


Los Angeles, Aug. 4 

Matt Brooks has completed a play 
entitled ‘Uncle Sambo’ which he 
wants to stage here and in San 
Francisco for U. S. Army Relief 
with an all-Negro soldier cast. He 
goes to Washington this week to 
talk it over with the War Depart- 
ment. 

Brooks says at least a dozen 
songwriters have volunteered to 
write the score. Show and its pur- 
pose would be similar to Irving Ber- 
lin’s current Broadway production, 
‘This Is the Army.’ 


MET’S RUSSE WORKS 


Metropolitan Opera Co. is dicker- 
ing for premiere of two new Soviet 
compositions: Shostakovich’s version 
of ‘Boris Godounow,’ and Prokofieff’s 
‘War and Peace.’ 

Latter is based on the tome by 








1 





Kenneth Thomson, exec  secre- 
tary of the Screen Actors Guild, is 
due in New York on Monday (10) 
to huddle with the United Theatri- 
cal War Activities Committee over 
that organization’s participation in 
the Film Industry’s $1,000,000,000 
War Bond Rally for September. 
Aside from looking after the talent 
to be routed into these parts by the 
Hollywood Victory Committee, 
UTWAC will mull the advisability 
of other segments of show biz, 
namely legit, vaude, music and ra- 
dio joining in the September Bond 
Drive. 

Non-film side of the entertain- 
ment industry would like to run its 
own show but doesn’t see how it 
could deliver $1,000,000,000 quota. 
Meeting with Thomson will prob- 
ably decide on one of the follow- 
ing alternatives: 

To make the Film Industry Drive 
an Entertainment Industry Cam- 

(Continued on page 57) 





‘CONEY BIZ 509 OFF, BUT 
DIMOUT BOOMS NECKING 


Brooklyn, Aug. 4. 
Dimout in Coney Island is slowly 
breaking the hearts of concession- 





naires. Old-timers predict a loss in 
business this season as high as 50%, 
Mid-season finds many of the opera- 
tors in a jam to meet their second 


installment to the landlords. 

True, crowds have been large, 
particularly during weekends, and 
weather hasn’t been too bad, but 
jthey’re not spending any coin, It 
was and continues to be a nickel 
establishment 


Happiest of all are the Romeos 


and Juliets, who stop at the Hotel 
Un lerwood (under the boardwalk) 
every evening when the stars emerge 
and the daytime mob has made a 


break for the subway ride home. 


With lights dimmed, Hotel Under- 
wood a cozy nookery for sweet- 
heart 

More fastidious, affluent neckers 
hire themselves the rolling chairs 


‘parked at the boardwalk rail. Cost 
is only 25c per hour. This concession 
jis doing booming biz and midnight 
| finds all chairs rented. Lovers com- 
| plain bitterly when chairs must be 
| turned in at 3 a.m. 





Ringling Circus Fire Kills 
35 Animals; $200,000 Loss 


Cleveland, Aug. 4. 

A noontime blaze that apparefitly 
started atop one of the animal cages 
and rapidly assumed holocaust pro- 
portions today (Tues.) swept through 
the Ringling Bros., Barnum & Bailey 
Circus, killed 35 animals, cancelled 
the afternoon show and caused ap- 
proximately $200,000 damage. 

The show was under canvas at East 
Ninth street and Lakeside with 
| about 5,000 customers on the lot 
(Continued -on: page 27) 
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Stage Door Canteen’s $3,000 Puts 


Price of Screen 


! 





Walter Johnson, representing the 
Music Corp. of America, is due to 
leave New York this week for Holly- 
wood to report no progress in efforts | 
to line up a new sponsor for the} 
Screen Guild radio program, long 
bankrolled by Good Gulf Gasoline. 
Johnson was asking $15,000 when he 
came east, but the figure was 
dropped to $12,000 weekly and later 
to $10,000. The latter was rock bot- 
tom and no takers. 

Apparently Johnson encountered a 
quick freeze of several promising 
possibilities when stories broke that 
the Stage Door Canteen in New York 
had contracted with Corn Products 
for $3,000 to the American Theatre 
Wing, plus talent fees at reduced 
figures, the total figuring out on the 
tablecloth beimg considerably under 
the Screen Guild. 


Poor Health Forces 
Cancellation of Rinso 
By Edna May Oliver 


Hollywood, Aug. 4. 

Edna May Oliver has definitely 
withdrawn from the Lever Bros. 
(Rinso) program, ‘This Remarkable 
Miss Tuttle,’ due to illness. Her con- 
tract was mutually terminated with 
Ruthrauff & Ryan agency. For the 
past three Sundays Mary Boland has 
substituted for her on the NBC show. 

Don Stauffer, radio head of R & R, 
left last weekend for Cambridge, 
Mass., to confer with Lever Bros. 
execs on another show. He’ll recom- 
mend either Miss Boland to continue 
with ‘Tuttle’ or a fresh start with 
Lionel Barrymore in a dramatic 
series, ‘Mayor of the Town.’ 


Eva Tanguay at 64 Still 
Fights to Regain Health 

















Hollywood, Aug. 4. | 

Eva Tanguay, onetime vaudeville | 
headliner, passed her 64th birth-| 
day last Saturday in her home here. | 
She has been invalided for the past 
four years. Friends of the old days 
dropped into her modest bungalow 
to encourage her in the fight against 
the malady which has kept her'| 
bed-ridden, 

Old timers who trouped with her 
say her cheerful disposition and| 
determination to win back 
health have vitally sustained 
through many setbacks. 





Joe Cooper Scholarship 
In Honor of S. R. Kent 


Lincoln, Aug. 4, 

The J. H. Cooper Foundation, 
owners of the Lincoln, Stuart and 
Nebraska theatres here, has set up 
a $500 medicine scholarship at the 
University of Nebraska in memory 
of the late Sidney ‘R. Kent, former 
president of 20th Century-Fox. 


Kent got his business start as a/| 


$5 a week delivery boy in Lincoln 

The scholarship will go to an out- 
standing student who wishes to com- 
plete further research in medicine. 





More Pay for Pic Workers: 





Hollywood, Aug. 4. 


Motion picture employees drew 
en average of $56.13 in weekly 
Wages during June, 1942, compared 

- with $45.27 for the same period last 
year, according to California Divi- 
sion of Labor Statistics. 


Hourly s-ale of earnings jumped 
from $1.29 in June of 1941 to $1.50 
during the same month in the cur- 
rent year. 


+ 


and 


Guild Under Frown 





Tryon, Roach Dissolve 


Hollywood, Aug. 4. 

Glenn Tryon checked off the Hal 
Roach lot after an amicable settle- 
ment of his producer contract. He 
made three pictures, last of which 
was ‘Nazti Nusiance.’ 

Pact was dissolved by future un- 
certainty, due to Roach’s entry into 
the Army. 


Bill Hay Back to Reading 
Bible (Sponsored) on Radio 


Hollywood, Aug. 4. 

In the early days of radio while 
Freeman Gosden and Charles Cor- 
rell were still ‘Sam ’n’ Henry’ on 
the radio, Billy Hay had his own 
program in the Chicago area, which 
consisted of his reading the Bible. 
Shortly after, when Gosden and 
Correll became an overnight sen- 
sation with Amos ’n’ Andy, he closed 
the Book and went along with them 
as announcer, which was to last 
for nigh on to a dozen years. 

This week Hay was back at his 
Bible-reading, having been dropped 
from A & A some weeks ago. - Mu- 
tual-Don Lee network is lining up 
participating sponsorship for the 
program, which is billed as ‘Bill 
Hay Reads the Bible.’ Locally it is 
sponsored by Forest Lawn cemetery, 
joining the network Aug. 10. It 
goes across the board. 


Ilka Chase’s Play, Pix, 
Lectures—and Radio 


Ilka Chase is due east this week- 
end after completing a 
for Paramount. Her radio series, 
‘Luncheon Date with Ilka Chase,’ 
returns to NBC about Sept. 1 and 
she starts on a lecture tour in mid- 
October. Her program will air from 
various out-of-town locations while 
she’s on tour. She’s also set for a 
summer stock appearance in ‘Susan 
God’ this month at Princeton, 











N. J. 

There’s also picture interest in 
her recent biog, ‘Past Imperfect.’ 
In addition to her Paramount film, 
she also appeared in a picture at 
Warners earlier this summer. 


Mebbe He Was Scairt 
Widlip wood. Aug. 4. 


George Sanders was suspended by 
20th-Fox for refusal to play one of 





her | the top roles in ‘The Undying Mon- 
her | Ster,’ a Bryan Foy production direct- 
led by John Brahm. 


Actor declared 
| he was overworked and needed a 
rest. 

James Ellison took over the part 
Slated for Sanders, and Bramwell 
Fietcher moved into the Ellison role. 


picture | 


| lief 











BUY 


UNITED 
STATES 











It will cost money to defeat 
Germany, Japan and Italy. 
Our government calls on you 
to help now. 


Buy war savings bonds or 
stamps today. Buy them 


every day if you can. But 
buy them on a regular basis. 


French Pic Exec 
Arrives in N. Y. 
Aboard Chipper 


By GEORGE FROST 


Nazi blitz tactics on French mo- 
tion picture industry were re-em- 
phasized on Sunday by Alexander 
G. Pincus, film executive who left 
his native New York in 1917 to pro- 
duce pictures in the French Repub- 
lic, when he arrived at New York’s 
LaGuardia Field Marine Termir al 
aboard a transAtlantic Clipper. 


Pincus was a producer for the 
C. I. P. R. A. company, Paris, until 
Germany declared war against the 
United States. He ducked the Ges- 
tapo by less than the flick of a 
camera crank and managed to hop 
across the occupied area line to the 
town of Pau. He returned here to 
offer his services to the United States 
government ‘in any capacity at all.’ 

Mayor Guesswho is skedded to 
leave his favorite airport this morn- 
ing (5) for the West Coast aboard 
an American Airliner, where he is 
expected to be among those watch- 
ing the premiere of ‘Tales of Man- 
hattan.’ 

Spyros P. Skouras, national prexy 
of the Greek ‘War Relief Assn., 
showed up at LaGuardia Field Mon- 
day (3) to bid adieu to the Arch- 
bishop of the Greek Orthodox 
Church, who flew off to Canada to 
bless three Swedish ships which, 
under a safe conduct, will tote re- 
supplies to Skouras’ stricken 
countrymen. 

The week also saw Annabella and 
husband, Tyrone Power, fly in from 
the Coast. Power was enroute to 
New London, Conn., where he’ll ob- 
tain background, etc., for his new 
‘Crash Dive.’ Mrs. Power will while- 
away the two-week period with 
friends in Fairfield, Conn. 























| 





Not Like It Was 


Hollywood, Aug. 4. 
Lieut. Burgess Meredith draws 
only Army pay to play the top role 
in ‘Rear Gunner,’ 
Picture is one of the U. S. Army 
Army Air Corps defense shorts, 
directed by Ray Enright. 


In “PARDON 





ABBOTT and COSTEL 


On National Release August 7 


A Mayfair Production—Universal 
Under Persanal Management of EDWARD SHERMAN 
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Berlin—35 Years a Show Biz Asset 


By ABEL GREEN 





Show business will ever be a succession of peaks and valleys. This 
period marks the Irving Berljg crescendo—and in a manner which 
transcends almost any other current show biz achievement or dis. 
tinction. His recognition by all America as a great, living American 
must redound to the benefit of the amusement industry as a whole. 

No question that from ‘God Bless America’ (with its more than 
$100,000 yield to the Boy and Girl Scouts of America) to ‘This Is the 
Army,’ the current smash soldier show (which may realize more 
than $2,000,000 for the Army Emergency Relief Fund), Berlin’s signal 
contributions to his country constitute something which everybody, 
in and out of show business, must salute. And that’s not counting his 
quarter-of-a-century ago soldier show, ‘Yip Yip Yaphank,’ also an 
Army benefit. 


This week, of course, the spotlight on Berlin takes a more specific 
showmanship touch. It’s Paramount’s week. The occasion is ‘Holi- 
day Inn.’ That’s an Irving Berlin score to a Bing Crosby-Fred 
Astaire filmusical, produced and directed by Mark Sandrich. The ad 
pages in this issue tell the rest of it. 


As a matter of calendar sequence it also marks Berlin’s 35th anni- 
versary as an American songwriter—today, the No. 1 songsmith— 
but the author of the occasion insisted that the spotlight be veered 
away from himself. The kudos that come to the creative artist of a 
hit picture, a play, song, or whatever it may be, is OK for the record; 
but the sentimental ballyhoo, he instructed Paramount, had to be 
sidestepped. Already plans had been undertaken to make the Berlin- 
Paramount picture the occasion for a 35th anniversary salute—the 
same as when 20th-Fox sought to tie in its ‘Alexander's Ragtime Band,’ 
of some seasons ago, with a 30th anniversary tribute to the singing 
waiter who came up from Nigger Mike’s in Chinatown to become a 
distinguished citizen of the land, 

Nonetheless, even in these momentous times, each industry takes 
stock of itself and its contributions. When the history of the war 
effort, from the morale aspect, is written, certainly show business 
will be spotlighted favorably and well. And along with the stars 
who wing to Alaska and the tropics; the satellites whe barnstorm 
for War Bonds; the entertainers who tour the camps with lavish 
shows for soldier divertissement—along with all these must be re- 
corded the name of Berlin. 





‘HE BERLE-ING POINT ; 
By Milton Berle er. 











Chicago, Aug. 4. 

Had a very successful week at the Oriental theatre. I never saw such 
crowcs....the management couldn't print passes fast enough. Things 
aren’t tough enough now, they’re building a subway in front of the 
theatre. One usher at the theatre got absent-minded....he started to 
show the on-lookers at the new subway to seats in the excavation. 

Jack (Baldy) Zero has a new racket. After finishing his five-minute 
stint with me in the theatre, he. runs out to the excavation and starts 
shoveling dirt. He’s made $200 to date. (Quick,’ Watson, the shovel!). 

What marvelous people in the audience. After one show I got 10 cur- 
tain calls....did you ever hear a curtain calling? (Eerie, isn’t it?) Had 
quite a crowd in my dressing room all week....sold over 20 pounds 
of tuti-fruiti halavah. Jerry Bergen came to see me. He has a new 
invention, a portable ladder that he hooks around your neck, climbs up 
and talks to you face to face Jerry had a little trouble getting to the 
theatre....mice kept pulling him back into their holes for a game of 
gin-rummy. 

Jacques Renard and Jack Leonard, the 300-pound comedian, came to 
see me. Renard has lost so much weight, when he stood next to Leonard 
they looked like a ‘Before’ and ‘After’ ad. Harry Rose dropped in. He 
told me that he would never again wear collars that fit snugly around 
the shoulders....his new collars now fit around the hips. 


I sure missed my mother on this trip. It’s tough running out in the 
audience to laugh a gag up....and then jump back on the stage to tell 
the next one. Everything happens to me. While waiting in the wings, 


a gopher came up to me and bummed $5, so he could get back to Holly- 


wood....to eat my lawn. Lincoln Park grass didn’t agree with him. A 
| photographer came backstage to shoot a layout of me....when did Rip- 
ley start a magazine? 

I gave each one of the stagehands a tip....too bad the horse stopped 


at the half-way mark to file his income tax. I ran a swell party back- 


stage for my troupe. I handed out gifts with a lavish finger. To the 
acrobatic troupe I gave individual platinum meat balls....that they can 
wear or hock. To Leonard Sues, that fine’ performer, I gave a ‘mute 
talk. To Ruth Clayton I gave something she always wanted....an ar- 
rangement of ‘Tangerine’ with mink half notes. To the Ben Yost Vi- 
Kings I really overdid myself in the way of gifts. I gave each one of the 
boys brand new stage uniforms with marinated iapels....in case they 


play Grossinger’s. I rushed over to my hotel to pack and catch a train 
for Hollywood, when I found a wire saying I should come to New York 
immediately for two air shows, so I hopped a plane. , 

We passed over the Great Lakes. I looked and looked, but couldn't 
see Veronica. The plane must have been owned by the Esquire people. 
it was that fashionable. Instead of a safety belt, they had suspenders. ... 


with cuffs. F 

You should have seen the crowd of people waiting at the airport. When 
I got off they yelled and screamed....for Betty Hutton, who was on the 
plane, too. I hopped into a very funny cab. I drove and the hackie sat 


in the back counting his winnings at the track. At the end of the trip 
he got out, helped me out of my seat, gave me a tip and drove off 
must do that more often). 

Checked into a hotel and the clerk seemed very happy to see me. He 
said: ‘Glad to have you back again, now we can get back those missing 
towels! (I only took one towel, but you should see the soap!) 

Parked my clothes in the room and went over to Lindy’s. There have 
been quite a few changes since I left a week ago....now, herrings serve 
you waiters. Broadway Rose came over to my table and I could hardly 
recognize her....she had her other head amputated. 


Army Short of the Week 


Hollywood, Aug. 4. 


‘Pack Transportation’ is the War 
Department short of the week under 





Stage Door Canteen On 
Coast Nearing Reality 


Hollywood, Aug. 4. 
Various elements aiming to estab- 











the auspices of the Academy Re- 
search Council. Entire film is be- 
ing shot at Fort Bliss, Tex., with 
Capt. Robert H. Fungay as War De- 
partment liaison officer. 


Actual shooting is done by Capi- 
tol Productions, with Nelson Gross 
az production manager, Dan 
; Keefe, director. 


and 








lish a local Stage Door Canteen drew 
closer together when Bette Davis, 
representing the film players, went 
into a huddle with Jules C. Stein, 
prez of Music Corp., and agreed to 
cooperate with the union labor com- 
mittee headed by Carrol! Hollister. 
Radie Harris, representing the 
American Th~;tre Wing, originators 
of the Stag- or Canteen in New 
York, is in te.n to confer with Miss 
Davis-in.an advisory capacity. 


ee 
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‘MEN TOP PIC 





OW!'s Bill Lewis Pulls No Punches 
In Telling Off Music Men on War Songs 





Music publishers this week were 
finding something to think about in 
the up-from-the-floor haymakers 
which William B. Lewis aimed their 
way last week. Chief of the Radio 
Bureau of the Office of War In- 
formation left little doubt that, in 
the Government's view, it is the 
publishers rather than songwriters 
who are responsible for the failure 
of a sock morale-raising tune to 
have come out of World War II to 
date. 

Lewis, speaking to some 300 mem- 
bers of the Songwriters Protective 
Association in New York, made at 
least four references—not too veiled 
—to the publishers’ alleged lack of 
cooperation. Most pointed crack 
was: 

‘I know the obstacles that stand 
in the way of vigorous war music, 
and I know that these obstacles are 
not of your creation. But I also 
know that the music writer and the 
music industry must work together 
and overcome these obstacles.’ 

OWI exec earlier made another 
pronged remark, stating: ‘In con- 
sidering the problem of music, we 
must, of course, recognize that the 
creative artist is only the first mov- 
ing force, that- the publishing in- 
dustry the motion picture industry, 
radio, and the performing artist all 


(Continued on page 16) 





Grace Moore’s Salute To 


Former Rep., Pvt. Doulens 


Miami Beach, Aug. 4. 

Grace Moore made a special flight 
here Friday (31) from Chicago to 
sing for the men of the Army Air 
Forces stationed in this area. Singer 
made the trip as a token to her 
former personal representative, Pri- 
vate First Class Humphrey Doulens, 
now on duty here in charge of en- 
tertainment. 


Stationed here also is the singer’s 
longtime concert manager, Capt. 
Frederick C. Schang, who handled 
arrangements for the soldier enter- 
tainment. 





LUCKIER 7 THIS YEAR? 


Agent Has 7 B’way Scripts Set Again 
as With Flop Sextet Last Season 








Monica McCall, play agent at the 
Myron Selznick office in New York, 
has seven scripts set for legit pro- 
duction in New York this fall. 

They are ‘The Continental Touch,’ 
a@ comedy by Robert Watson, who 
will also direct, for Lee Shubert; 
‘The Damask Cheek,’ a comedy by 
John van Druten for Dwight Wiman, 
with Flora Robson slated to head the 
cast; ‘Willow and I,’ a drama by John 
Patrick for Donald Blackwell and 
Raymond Curtis who | produced 
‘Little Dark Horse’ last year; ‘Janie,’ 
a comedy by Josephine Bentham and 
Herschel Williams for Brock Pem- 
berton; ‘Little Darling,’ a comedy by 
Eric Hatch that Tom Weatherly will 
do; ‘Challenge,’ a Louis Weitzenkorn 
drama in, which Otto Preminger will 
star Jane Cowl; and ‘Out of This 
World,’ a John S. Rodell comedy 
which will debut Lee Simonson, the 
Theatre Guild scenic designer, as a 
manager, Also in the offing is ‘Life- 
line,’ the Norman Armstrong drama, 
current in London, which both the 
Theatre Guild and Gilbert Miller are 
reading. 

Miss McCall’s ability to find pro- 
ducers for her client's plays was evi- 
denced last year when she also had 
seven in action—but everyone was in 
the flop category. 





Bond Trailers 


Hollywood, Aug. 4, 
The Hays office yesterday (Mon.) 
approved a recommendation of the 
War Activities Committee that an 
outstanding player make a curtain 
Speech, appealing for the purchase 
of war bonds, at the finish of forth- 
coming films, 
Each studio agreed to add such 
Curtain spiels to at least three of 
their most. important productions, 








Winkler Back to Agenting 


Hollywood, Aug. 4. 
Danny Winkler, talent contact 
chief at RKO for three years, is 
returning to the agency field. 
New connection is with Charles 
K. Feldman as an associate. 


SOPH REBUKES 
CRIX OF ‘SPICY 
BUFF SHOW 


Toledo, Aug. 4. 

‘When you give your services for 
nothing and for charity, nobody has 
the right to criticize,’ said Sophie 
Tucker, regarding the comments on 
her spicy performance at the Navy 
Relief show in Buffalo, which result- 
ed in numerous repe@tussions. ‘I am 
billed as the ‘Red Hot Mama,’ and as 
long as I live I'll always remain 
‘Sophie Tucker, the Red Hot Mama’,’ 
she declared. ‘Tell them (at Buf- 
falo) they should be ashamed. Only 
hypocrites criticize.’ 

She pcinted out that she gave the 
same routine as at Buffalo at two 
special shows for servicemen while 
playing a week’s engagement at the 
Hollywood theatre-cafe in Toledo. 
On Monday (27) Soph and the 
whole show at the Hollywood, 
numbering 10 performers, plus 
Billy Simms and his _ six-piece 
orchestra, went 40 miles to 
Camp Perry, near Port Clinton, O., 
and gave an early evening show last- 
ing one and a half hours for the sol- 
diers stationed there, making the 
group late for their nite club ap- 
pearance. On Thursday (30) the 
same group visited the Great Lakes 
Naval Training Station in Toledo, re- 
peating their show. Both servicemen 
audiences were highly appreciative, 
and no adverse criticism was heard. 
Miss Tucke~’s stay at the Hollywood 
broke all previous attendance rec- 
ords at the club, which had been 
recently placed in receivership. 














‘MORALE BUILDER’ 


N. ¥. Times Dispatch Calls Jolson’s 
Performance a High Point 


Wireless to the N. Y. Times 
Willemstad, Curacao, July 30. 

This island’s Governor was among 
the audience, which included many 
high United States military officials 
and thousands of United States 
troops, when Al Jolson performed 
twice in one evening for the United 
States Army forces. 

The comedian was at his best and 
made many (‘ad libs,’ sometimes 
choosing the Governor as the target 
for his wit, while the latter took the 
jokes laughingly. Jolson proved his 
ability as a ‘morale builder.’ It} 
can be said that his performances 
were a high point in the life of the 
American troops here. 





Par’s Double Debut 
Hollywood, Aug. 4. 

Charles Brackett makes his debut 
as producer at Paramount with ‘Bill 
of Goods,’ written by himself and 
Billy Wilder. 

Top male role goes to Franchot 
Tone as the first job under his new 
Par contract. 





Kiepura’s Double Deal 
Hollywood, Aug. 4. 
Gregor Rabinovitch has signed Jan 
Kiepura for pictures and a stage 
play, figuring to star the singer on 
Broadway in a streamlined Franz 
Lehar operetta and later film it. 


> 





Kiepura is now on concert tour 
and has been out of pictures for a} 
long time, 
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BELIES THEORY 0 
PALS BEING FIRST 


Edge to Males Very Narrow, 
but Long-Standing Suppo- 
sition Has Been That Hol- 
lywood Should Aim for 
a 70% Femme Audience 
—450,000 Persons, 300 
Different Films Polled 








19 AGE PRIME 





By DENIS MORRISON 


Hollywood, Aug. 4. 

Film biz has been leveling off at 
an audience target that isn’t there, 
or at best is only partially between 
its sights, according to conclusions 
of a deep-digging poll just com- 
pleted by Dr. George W. Gallup and 
his corps of opinion-weighers who 
have combed the sticks as well as 
the country’s main stems for their 
facts. 

Hollywood lots for years have 
aimed their product at an audience 
supposed to be around 70% femme, 
some estimates setting the propor- 
tion of female ticket buyers in film 
theatres at 80%. Gallup’s sounder-out- 
ers of what the public wants finds 
this is plenty haywire, with a more 
accurate turnstile count showing 
men slightly outnumbering women 
as screen fans. 

Findings can be of extreme im- 

(Continued on page 18) 





Autry Ends Contract 
Dispute With Wurtzel 
Before Entering Army 


Hollywood, Aug. 4. 

Gene Autry’s agency contract with 
Harry Wurtzel was settled by mu- 
tual consent before the western star 
moved to Chicago to enlist as a tech- 
nical sergeant in the Army Ajir 
Corps. Agreement eliminates the 
necessity of arbitration, as previ- 
ously planned, undér regulations of 
the Screen Actors and Artist Man- 
agers Guilds. 

Wurtzel, who had been handling 
all Autry’s professional affairs for 
six years, received all the commis- 
sions he claimed on Autry’s picture 
and radio earnings since Jan. 1, 1941. 
In return, he absolved Autry of all 
managerial and financial obligations 
while in military service. 
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Glazer Back at Warners 


Hollywood, Aug. 4. 

Benjamin Glazer returned to the 
Warners lot after a two-year ab- 
sence under a new contract as pro- 
ducer. For the time bé¢ing he will 
study story properties to pick his 
first picture. 

Since he left the Burbank lot 
Glazer has been writing screen piays 
and producing independently. 


FILM TALENT 
POOLING NOW 
LOOKS COLD 








Discussions among industry heads 
seeking to ease the talent shortage, 
due to the drafting of name players 
into the armed forces, via more 
liberal use of stars on loanout deals, 
have bogged down and currently 
seem unlikely to go beyond the pre- 
liminary stages outlined shortly after 
the outbreak of war. 

Consensus of opinion within the 
industry is that the ‘haves’ will hold 
onto their talent and let the ‘have- 
nots’ resort to raiding if they can. 

If anything, the exodus of male 
stars seems to have tightened the 
situation, with studios holding the 
most valuable contract lists more 
strongly determined than ever not 
to permit their dwindling lists of 
marquee names to be further de- 
pleted by periods away from their 
home lot. More frequent trading in 
character players is foreseen in some 
quarters, however, as a means of 
overcoming the serious casting prob- 
lems. 





H’wood Goes Arlington 





Chicago, Aug. 4. 
Racetrack looked like 
Hollywood this week with numer- 
ous from the Coast in 
attendance to see the ponies run. 

Nicholas Schenck, Louis B. Mayer, 
Benny Thau, Mickey Rooney and 
Abe Lastfogel were among filmdom’s 
box holders. All were between 
trains en route to or from the Coast, 


Arlington 











Shostakovich Points Up Anew How 
U.S. Pubs Hijack Russe Music 


Soviet composers, who have re- 
ceived peanuts for the American 
performances of their works in the 
past, will take at least a $500,000 
licking this year due to the current 
popularity of anything Soviet, as 
evidenced by the current furore over 
Dmitri Shostakovich’s ‘Seventh Sym- 
phony,’ which Toscanini premiered 
for radio over NBC. 

Russian and Soviet composers have 
never had copyright protection out- 
side of their native land, except for 
a handful who joined American, 
Austrian or French performing 
rights societies in the past, and 
while it meant little heretofore, due 
to the former anti-Communist taint, 
the current wave of interest will 
bring the Red composers little, out- 
side of honor. The situation stems 
from the USSR’s lack of member- 
ship in the Berne Convention which 
cleared international copyright pro- 
tection. This makes it impossible for 
Am-Rus Music Corp., exclusive U. S. 
agency for Soviet music, to get local 
copyrights or arrange for small 
rights protection. The solution calls 
for negotiations between the U. S. 
governments and will 





' 


Shosty in Demand 


Picture offers in Dimitri Shos- 
takovitch’s ‘Seventh Symphony,’ 
which had a Toscanini-conduct- 
ing radio debut over NBC, range 
all the way from bids for sun- 
dry movements of the composi- 
tion to elaborate plans based on 
the composer's life. 

One proposal calls for a pic- 
ture about the siege of Lenin- 
grad, with the symphony being 
done in its entirety as back- 
ground music. 








have to wait until Secretary of State 
Cordell Hull and Ambassador Maxim 
Litvinoff can shed some of their war 
chores. 

Remember Tschaikowsky? 

A recent pop ditty, ‘Everybody's 
Making Money But Tschaikowsky,’ 
is no gag with Am-Rus which sees 
much of its material in the catalogs 
of American publishers who collect 
performance fees—without remitting 
to the composer—by virtue of copy- 
rights based on a variety of dubious 

(Continued on page 61) 





Radio Version of ‘This Is the Army 


The previously reported Army ban 
on sponsorship of a radio version of 
the stage show, ‘This Is the Army,’ 
applied only to prospective beer ac- 


counts. Currently both American 
Tobacco and Goodyear Rubber are 
interested in a possible deal provid- 
ing for $10,000 weekly to be donated 
to the Army Emergency Relief, and 
the sponsor assuming all production 
and, of course, line charges, 

Hitch to the American Tobacco bid 
so far has been the Army’s refusal to 
audition the show, with George 
Washington Hill, the tobacco presi- 
| dent, declining to go through with 
the deal without hearing it in pro- 
gram form. He has agreed to pay 
the audition cost, probably about 
$5,000. 

The other prospective sponsorship, 
Goodyear Rubber, is hanging fire be- 
cause the company’s top éXecutives 
have been too busy with war produc- 
tion to take time to consider the mat- 
ter. Preliminary dickering on the 
American Tobacco proposition has 
been handled by Ruthrauff & Ryan 
agency, while the Goodyear negotia- 
tions have been conducted by N. W. 
Ayer. A. & S. Lyons agency is sub- 
mitting the show to sponsors, 

Offer of $10,000 a week for 26 
weeks was made by Pabst beer for 
the program some weeks ago. The 
suds account went direct to Irving 
Berlin with a signed check in ad- 
vance, and was willing to take the 
program without an audition. But 


(Continued on page 62) 








Fidler ‘Enlists’ Vallee 
In Navy, But ’Taint So, Yet 


Hollywood, Aug. 4. 

Rudy Vallee is remaining on the 
Sealtest show despite Jimmy Fidler’s 
radio ‘exclusive’ that he’s winding 
up this week to go into the Navy. 
It was all a big surprise to Valfee, 
who doesn’t like the idea of the 
gabber taking him off the show 
and putting him into the Navy with- 
out even consulting him. 

Vallee is understood making ‘a 
pitch for the Coast Guard, with the 
possibility that he would be al- 
lowed to continue his broadcasts. 
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‘Remember September’ Billion Dollar 
Bond Drive Expected Also to Hypo B.0. 


+; 


Showmen figure that film stars, 
scheduled to make _ personal ap- 
pearances in connection with the 


$1,000.000,000 War Bond Drive next 
month, will serve a double purpose 
stimulating public interest in pic- 
tures while simultaneously promot- 
ing the sale of Uucle Sam's certifi- 
cates. 

Theatre operators in all parts of 
the country are clamoring for book- 
ings of the individual film stars who 
will tour the country in connection 
with the ‘Stars Over America’ bond- 
selling campaign in the ‘Salute to 
‘Our Heroes’ drive’ beginning on 
Sept. 1. Meeting at the War Ac- 
tivities Committee is to be held next 
Monday (10) to round out plans for 
covering the maximum number of 
situations with the players available. 
In territories where no stars can be 
sent the Committee is planning ‘Hero 


Railies,, ‘War Mother Rallies’ and 
‘Dedication of Service Flags’ cere- 
monies. 

Among showmen asking for the 


stars are A. H. Blank, Iowa chair- 
man; Roy L. Smart, Charlotte; M. S. 
McCord, Little Rock: Tony Sudekum, 
Nashville; John J. Friedl, Minnesota; 
I. J. Hoffman, New Haven. 

Kenneth Thomson, of the Holly- 
wood Victory Committee, is due in 
New York rext Sunday (9) to sit in 
on final plans for the industry's bond 
selling drive. : 

Meantime the campaign book for 
the September drive ‘Showmen at 
War.’ has been sent to 15,000 theatre 
operators, state chairmen, state ad- 
ministrations, film editors, Washing- 
ton officials and others. 

Goldberg Over Promotion 

Harry Goldberg, Warner theatres 
advertising director, has been as- 
signed to head all screen promotion 

(Continued on page 16) 


Intrusion of Socialites 
In D.C. Canteen Irks 
Variety Club, Showmen 


Washington, Aug. 4. 
Washington's Stage Door Canteen, 
scheduled to open at the Belasco 
theatre shortly after Labor Day, has 
developed an undercover dispute 
whith may impair its efficient op- 





eration as a service center. Amer- 
ican Theatre Wing is going ahead 
with its plans for a buffet supper 
on the stage of the National theatre 
(6), with Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt 
as special guest and Helen Hayes 
as hostess. Society leaders and vari- 
ous Organizations have been in- 
vited. Wing has opened offices ad- 


joining the theatre on E street with 


Mrs. John B. Stone in charge. 
Variety Club and Washington 
showmen are nursing some smol- 


dering resentment over the manner 
in which they are being relegated to 
the background. They contend they 
will be called upon te furnish bulk 
oO. entertainment and resent intru- 
sion of publicity-seeking social lead- 


ers as dominant figures in the pro- 
motion One or two mentioned as 
invited to the buffet supper are 


on the books of theatre managers as 


persistent nuisances due to earlier 
impractical requests. 
Meanwhile, the Treasury Depart- 


ment has announced that the Be- 
lasco theatre. used as a government 
storehouse 


being readied for the 
Canteen Made available is the 
lcbby, 28 feet by 18 feet: a recrea- 
tion hall, presumably the ample 
downstairs lounge, 64 feet by 39 feet, 
ard the mezzanine, 57 feet by 14 
feet. Equipment will be provided 
by the sponsoring organizations. 
All theatres, night clubs, restau- 
rants and enterprises employing 
talent, as well as the various eraft 


unions, including the musicians. 
have agreed to assist the Stage Door 
Canteen. 


Astoria Army Unit West 
’ For Ordnance Training Pix 





Hollywood, Aug. 4. 
Group of four training films for 
the U. S. Ordnance Department will 
be made at training camps in this 


area under supervision of Capt. 
David Silverstein, U.. S. Signal 
Corps. 

Capt. Silverstein’s unit, based at 
Astoria, L. L, under orders to re- 
turn east with the films before the 
end of August. 





Good Neighbor 


Around four a.m. Friday (31) 
a bunch of soldiers, who missed 
the bus to Mitchell Field. were 
doing the rhumba at 44th and 
Broadway. Their instructress was 
Nina Quiros, who entertained 
and had come from a party for 
the Stage Door Canteen volun- 
teer workers. 

Miss Quiros is on short wave 
radio programs beamed to 
Mexico. She is the granddaugh- 
ter of that country’s former 
President Carranza. 


WB OVERHEAD ON ‘ARMY’ 
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WILLIE HOWARD 


week, | 
46th | 


Twenty-second successful 
“Priorities of at the 
Street Theatre, New York. 

“The doleful spectacle and bellow- 
ing sound of Willie Howard's style 





FILMING AT NEW LOWS 


— 


Hollywood, Aug. 4. | 
The production charges against | 
‘This is the Army,’ the Irving Berlin 
musical being filmed by Warners, 
have been shaved down to cover 
only wages for the union crafts and 
the bare cost of raw stock. The pic- 
ture will not be charged for the serv- 
ices of Jack L. Warner and Hal 
Wallis, who are the _ producers, 
Michael Curtiz, the director, and 
Casey Robinson who will write the 
screenplay with Irving Berlin. 
Neither will there be any charge 
for studio facilities. 








Detroit Showmen Form 
War Activities Board 


sips | 
Aug. 4. 
manifold demands | 


Detroit, 
Because of the 


these days, war efforts of theatres | 


following a conference of the heads | 
of numerous theatre war effort com- | 
mittees in the office of Edward C,} 
Beatty, president of the Butterfield | 
chain. 

David M. Idzal, managing director | 
of the Fox who recently resigned as| 
Barker of the Detroit Variety Club | 
because of war effort demands, was | 
named chairman of the War Activi- 








ties Board. Other members beside | 
Beatty are Earl J. Hudson, presi- 
dent of United Detroit Theatres and 
OCD coordinator here for theatres 
and public auditoriums: Edward C. 
Heiber, manager of Universal Pic- 
tures; Carl W. Buermele, general 
manager of Michigan Co-ops; and 


| Edgar E. Kirchner, manager of the 
Pamiiy and Kramer theatres 
It is believed that 


the centraliza- 


tion of theatre war efforts will save| 
considerable duplication of effort, | 
provide general programs in the 
best interests of all houses and pre-| 
vent a few men in the industry 
from carrying a_ disproportionate 
share of the work which has to be} 
done. , 


1604 00640000000060000064 


Lightman’s Boy in Navy 
Memphis, Aug. 4 
Dick Lightman, son of M. A. Light- 


man, has enlisted in the Navy and 
left to begin training 
Also off to officers’ training camp 


via Fort Oglethorpe is Tony Carruth 
Warner exchange salesman the 
five years. Jack Galloway, of Spring- 
field, Mo., is breaking in as replace- 
ment. 


Seller Now Buyer 
Harry Fellerman, fiim salesman 
for Universal at its New York: ex- 


change, is on the other side of the 
fence as a member of the armed 
forces. Entering the service 


theatre at Mitchell 
He is a brother of Max 
film buyer for RKO. 


of the camp 
Field, L. I. 
Fellerman, 


Pau: Shert, USN 
Washington, Aug. 4. 
Paul Short, for several months ex- 
ecutive assistant to Chris Dunphy, 
coordinator of motion pictures for 
War Production Board, has accepted 
|a Navy commission and goes on ac- 
jtive duty the first of month 


It’s Lieut. 





next 
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Uncle Sam's Roll Call 


past 


re- | Government service job, after man- 


cently, he has been placed in charge |#2!n& 
| years. 
j 


were and are immortally comic.” 


BROOKS ATKINSON, 
New York Times. 





FLOCK 0° STARS' 
SET FOR CAMP | 
TOURS 


Hollywood, Aug. 4. 
Announcement that 20 top picture 
stars have already volunteered for 
Army camp tours during August and 
September was made last night by 











the Hollywood Victory Committee. 
Simultaneously, it was stated that} 
|seven studio publicists have been| 


selected as key advance men for the} 
$1,000,000,000 War Bond and Stamp | 
drive to be led by the film indus- 


: {try in September. 
here have been coordinated into aj 1 Septembe = 
? ; _. | Actors who have come forward 
single body, the War Activities} with offers to forego vacations to 
Board. The decision was reached! participate in the Government's 


morale-building program include 
Burns & Allen, Joan Blondell, Eddie | 
Cantor, Jackie Cooper, Olivia de} 
Haviland, Kay Francis, Paulette | 
Goddard, Betty Grable, Bonita 
Granville, Leon Errol, Rita Hay- 
worth, Veronica Lake, Bert Lair, 
Merle Oberon, Pat O’Brien, Virginia 
O’Brien, Spencer Tracy, Gene Tier- 
ney and Jane Wyman. 

A schedule of tours to every sec- 
tion of the country where there are 
troop concentrations is now being 
worked out. Publicity reps selected 
to travel ahead of the stars who will 
tour the country to sell War Bonds 


next month are Merv Hauser, Para- 
| mount; Connie Krebs, RKO: Gene 
Murphy, Universal; Dick Hyland, 


Warners; Beb Doman, 20th-Fox; 
John del Valie, Columbia The 
Metro advanoe man will be ap- 


pointed today. 

Bing Crosby and Constance Ben- 
nett embark on tours of Army|] 
Camps this week, augmenting the 


troupe already sent out by the Holly- 


;} wood Victory Committee, consisting | 
of Jeanette MacDonald, Bob Burns 
‘(Continued on page 61) | 
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|With rank of lieutenant (senior 
grade), Short is due to report fol 
instruction at Harvard University 
Short for nine years was assist- 
ant to Bob O'Donnell, Texas’ cir- 
cuit operator, and for five years 
was with National Screen Service 


Just a Seagoin’ Man 
Cleveland, Aug. 4. 
Kenneth Means, house manager of 
|RKO Palace, who once made three 
trips round the world as steward 
|with Dollar Steamship Lines, is go- 
jing back to sea next week. Leaves 
for West Coast Aug. 13 to become 
\chief steward on supply convoy ships, 


the RKO deluxer here nine 








It’s Lieut. Claude Binyon 
Hollywood, Aug. 4. 
Claude Binyon, alumnus of ‘Va- 
| riety’ and most recently a top writer 
jat Paramount, is going into a new job 
and taking a slight cut in salary. 
As first lieutenant in the U. S. Army 
| Signal Corps, Binyon is drawing $166 


|ing in the campaign. 


of 





;per month. As a screen writer he 
was pulling down $2,000 a week.| 
‘Continued on page 34) 


A. & C's Intensive Memphis Schedule 
Is Sample of Their All-Out for U. S. 


A 
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Start Something 





Hollywood, Aug. 4. 

Three men who have worn 
the world’s heavyweight boxing 
crown are working in a two- 
reel film at Warners based on 
the training and physical con- 
ditioning of various branches of 
the armed forces. Title is 
‘Champions Train Champions.’ 

Trainers are Jack Dempsey, 
Gene Tunney and Joe Louis, 
under supervision of Gordon 
Hollingshead, chief of shorts on 
the Warner lot. 


THEATRES BOOST FREE 








CANDY FOR SOLDIERS, 


Detroit, Aug. 4. 

Theatre candy counters here are 
getting marked results with their 
new campaign of ‘Share a Candy 
Bar With a Soldier. Idea is that 
when the patron buys candy at the 
lobby bars he lays the money on 
the line for another for a soldier or 


| just forgets his change. 


Evidence of. the kind of results 
the houses here are getting lies in 
the fact that four houses, Michigan, 
Palms-State, Fisher and _ Riviera, 
had 7,000 candy bars bought for 
soldiers in three days. The bars for 
those three days were turned over 
to the men in Detroit with the 
Army War Show. 

Next week's 
gratis bars for 
will be turned 
at Camp 


purchases of the 
the men in service 
over to the soldiers 
Custer with most houses 
here having such candy setups join- 
Belief is that 


|} when all houses are in, Detroit can 


supply one large camp per week 
with candy, the estimate on the 
present response being that 50 


theatres can provide approximately 
125,000 candy bars a week for the 
soldiers. 


American Theatre Wing 


Stage Door Canteen Capers 
NEW YORK 








Such a 


flurry and a flutter on 
44th Street last .Thursday night! 
Caused by the launching of the 
Stage Door Canteen radio program 


on WABC and two parties for Thea- 
tre Wing members. 

The Sardi’s was Corn 
Products salvo to Helen Menken and 
the Theatre Wing. The jamboree at 


soiree at 





| 


| 


the canteen, which took place after | 
the last serviceman had recouped 
the last hat from the check room, 


was the Theatre Wing’s way of say- 


ing a heartfelt ‘thanks’ to the volun- | 


vho've worked 
ingly and loyally. 

At 12:15 more than 3,000 members 
Equity—and Equity’s sister and 
cousin organizations—waited for ad- 
mission on 44th Street’s sidewalks, 
where there were lots Of reunions 
and plenty of introductions. 

and 


teers there untir- 


Ve. eeuniaAnc ees fete tt leat 
1é€s, TEeunions INtTOGUCTICONS 


|The reunions because the boys and 
gals 


shifts 
busy 


never 


who 
seldom 


on different 
other these 
canteeners 
canteeners who 
other shifts. All of which 
we hope, that it ain’t a small 
world—at least not to certain of us 
(Continued on page 63) 


work 
see each 
lots of 


lots of 


qays and 


have met 
work on 


proves, 


N. Y. to L.A. 


James Adams. 
George Brown, 
Scoop Conlon, 
Mack Gordon. 
Betty Hutton. 
Charles W. Koerner. 
Marjorie Reynolds. 
Hal Roach. 

Esty Stowell. 
Mike Todd. 

Harry Warren. 


L.A. to N.Y. 


Nate Blumberg. 
Ilka Chase. 
Ann Corio. 
Delmar Daves. 
Max Gordon. 
Sql Lesser. 

Al Rogell. 
Eddie Sherman. 
M. J. Seigel. 
Don Stauffer 


Ta) -t 4 





By HARRY MARTIN 
Memphis, Aug. 4. 

Whatever Secretary of the Treas- 
ury Morgenthau may or may not 
have said about their publicity, Ab- 
bott & Costello did a terrific job for 
War Bonds in this man’s town. 

The boys blew in by train at 6:55 
a.m. last Monday (27), and for 24 
hours they beat their brains out for 
the Government’s securities selling 
campaign. Not cven the oldest 
showmen could remember any in- 
stance wherein celebrities had 
worked so hard for free. Or for 
cash. 

Arrival stopped traffic at the sta- 
tion despite the early hour. Comics 
were whisked to Hotel Peabody, 
where the Commercial Appeal and 
Press-Scimitar staged a press-radio 
breakfast with Capt. Enoch P. 
Brown, v. p. and general manager, 
as official host. Though this was pri- 


/marily a get-acquainted meal, with 
| everything 


did 
boys 
their 


a. &: €, 
turn for the 


informal, 
their baseball 
and explained the pitch on 
visit, declaring the emphasis for 
the day would be on the job 
of exacting pledges to sign the 10% 
payroll deduction for bonds rather 
than the outright sale. Interviews, 
a cleanup period followed. 
$582,606 ‘Lunch’ 

At noon the boys guested in the 
Peabody Skyway at a special $1,000- 
a-plate War Bond luncheon, cost of 
which had been footed by a group 
of local firms. Every luncheon- 
eater had to buy a $1,000 bond or 
more for his plate, resulting in a 
sale for the lunch alone cf $582,600, 

(Continued on page 62) 





Detroit, War Arsenal, 
Almost Gives Army 
Spectacle the Go-By 


Detroit, Aug. 4. 
Even with the Army War Show it 
looks like you would have to pick 
Mechanized show, 
pulled into the University of 


your spots. which 


Deiroit 


stadium here for a nine-day run, 
came close to being a washout dur- 
ing the early phases until massed 
front page newspaper publicity, edi- 
torials to shame “the public, 
bought by public-spirited citizens, a 
heavy radio play and other boosters 
brought it up in its final days 

The factor that 
overlooked here is that a great 
of the Detroit public is no strange 


aas 


evidentiy was 
share 


ito the new weapons of warfare. Not 
only are hundreds of thousands of 
workers engaged in the product 


of airplanes, tanks, jeeps, anti-air- 
craft guns, etc., but their great piev- 
alence in this area makes them no 
novelty to the average citize» 

The result was that, with a sta- 


dium which had a potential capacity 
of upwards, of 20.000 persors, 
were only 7,000 present for the Sit- 


urday opening and light attendance 


there 


of 10,000 both on Sunday srd Mon- 
day. 

However, after the press and radio 
campaign, by Tuesday night there 
| were 20,000 out to sit through a bad 


| storm and the show 


wound up wita 
an attendance estimated at 150.000 
and close to the $130,000 goa!. A por- 


tion of this was gleaned itnro 
|mass buying of tickets, with C 


| Billy 





Sparks, head of the Sp: 
Withington Co., buying 3,600 for em- 
ployees, and Ford worke's coming 
through with a mass pirchase and 
an additional $500 contributi« 


Pic Workers’ War Bond 
Buy Passes $3,300,000 


Hollywood, Aug. 4. 

Workers in the film industry in- 
vested more than $3,300,000 in War 
Bonds during the first 15 weeks of 
the campaign by the Motion Picture 
Committee for Hollywood, according 
to areport by Henry Ginsberg, chair- 
man of the over-all committee. Re- 
port covers all subscriptions, in- 
cluding cash sales and payroll sav- 


ings plans in major studios up to 
Aug. 1. 
Current rate of investment indi- 


cates an annual contribution of $15.,- 
000,000 for the war effort, a high 


percentage in comparison with other 
industries. 
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RAW FILM CUT DUE IN SEPT. 





UA Won't Finance Own Prod, Offsets. 


Possible Beefs on Distrib Favoritism 








With from 20 to 25 pictures lined 
up for 1942-43 release, United Artists 
has decided against financing its own 
production units. Understood that 


this decision was reached to offset 
possible complaints from outside pro- 
ducers, who might otherwise claim 
that product from the UA subsid was 
being favored in distribution deals. 
Opposition to UA production financ- 
ing came from Sir Alexander Korda, 
owner-member, as well as others. 

Korda, meantime, has reportedly 
set financing for a film version of 
Tolstoi’s ‘War and Peace,’ and is ex- 
pected to d.liver from three to four 
pictures for UA release next season. 
Korda, who was in Washington over 
the weekend, is considering making 
the Tolstoi classic in England rather 
than in Hollywood at an estimated 
cost of over $1,000,000. Believed that 
greater purchasing power abroad 
may prove the determining factor in 
this move. 

In addition to the pictures which 
Korda may personally produce or 
pick up in England for UA distribu- 
tion in the U. S., United Artists will 
have the Hunt Stromberg pictures, 
the Cagneys, and several from out- 
side producers. A wild animal pic- 
ture from Jules Levey, in which 
Frank Buck figures, has already been 
set for release. 

Jack Benny has a deal pending 
with UA, while Charles Chaplin also 
plans to deliver one picture. 





Appeals Court Rules 
Bill Fox Must Serve 
Prison Term, Pay Fine 





Philadelphia, Aug. 4. 
The Third Circuit Court of Ap- 
peals in a unanimous decision today 
refused the appeal of William Fox, 
film magnate, to change 


his plea from guilty to not guilty on 
a conspiracy charge. Unless Fox ap- 
peals to the U.S. Supreme Court, he 
must serve a year and a day in Fed- 
eral prison and pay $3,000 fine. 

Fox pleaded guilty to charges of a 
conspiracy to obstruct justice and 
defraud the Government in his bank- 
ruptcy case. He testified against 
former Circuit Court Judge J. War- 
ren Davis and Morgan S. Kaufman, 
Federal bankruptcy referee. 

Davis and Kaufman were freed 
following trial by two juries who 
failed to agree and the charges 
against them were later dropped. 
Fox contended in his appeal that he 
couldn’t be guilty since the charges 
against his alleged co-conspirators 
had been dropped. This argument 
was denied by the Appeal 


bankrupt 


bench. 


Wee 


UNGER, EX-PAR SALES 
EXEC, MAY GO EXHIB 


Reported J. J. Unger for 18 years 
a distribution executive with Par- 
amount, may enter exhibition on his 
Own. While such plans may have 
actuated his resignation from Par 
several weeks ago, Unger states he 
will not announce future plans un- 
til after his vacation. 

He checked out of Par Friday 
(31) and says he will take a vaca- 
tion of four or five weeks. Unger 
has two brothers in theatre opera- 
tion, one in Poughkeepsie, another 
in Mt. Vernon, N. Y. 

However, he has always been in 
sales, having been with the old First 
National company for years before 
being urged to join Par by the late 


S. R. Kent, based on his FN show- 
ing. 











Wallis’ O.0. in N.Y. 


Hollywood, Aug. 4. 
Hal Wallis goes to New York Fri- 
day (7) for a vacation. 
He will gander ‘This Is the Army, 
which Warners is to screen. 








| executive 


| Coast. 


% 


Dave Rose in N. Y. 


David Rose, Paramount’s managing 
director in Great Britain, is due 
back in New York from the Coast 
next week preparatory to his return 
trip to London. 

Rose has been giving new product 
the once-over. 


N. W. ECHOES 
ANTI-DUAL 
STAND 


Minneapolis, Aug. 4. 

Local circuit. heads and some in- 
dependent exhibitor leaders are 
echoing the present cry of certain 
Hollywood producers for ‘fewer and 
better pictures.” They point out that 
it not only would conserve raw 
stock, as the Government demands, 
but put the kibosh on double featur- 
ing which is becoming an increasing 
menace both in the Twin Cities and 
the territory which, up to recently, 
has been comparatively free from it. 

John J. Friedl, Minnesota Amus. 
Co. (Paramount) president, is an 
especially bitter foe of twin billing 
and the great maority of indepen- 
dent exhibitors in the territory also 
are opposed to it. Some of the pres- 
ent offenders, however, say they’re 
forced into the dual feature policy in 
‘self defense,’ and blame the other 
fellow. 

‘Fewer and better pictures, of 
course would solve the double fea- 
ture problem and, I believe, make 
for more profitable operations all 
around,’ Friedl says. ‘Besides, pro- 
ducers turning out meritorious prod- 
uct are entitled to more extended 
playing time than they’re now get- 
ting in many instances.’ 














Briskin’s Duties At 
Col. Will Be Shared 
By Buchman, Cohn 


Hollywood, Aug. 4. 

Sidney Buchman, prexy of Screen 
Writers Guild, has been assigned by 
Columbia to assume part of the ex- 
ecutive duties of Sam Briskin, who 
is awaiting a call to active service 
as a major in the Army Signal 
Corps. Herry Cohn, Columbia chief, 
will take over the rest of Briskin’s 
tasks himself. 


Currently Buchman is doing two 


> 





scripts, ‘Come One, Come All’ and 
‘The American Way,’ for George 
Stevens on the same lot, and is| 
hustling to finish the jobs before | 


Briskin is ordered to report for duty. 
When the call comes, Buchman will 
take over specific production units, 


with Cohn as general overseer. 
Meanwhile, members of SWG are 
studying the Guild constitution to 


determine whether Buchman’s post 
as a studio exec makes him eligible 
to continue as president of the 
writers. Understood he will resign 
the presidency if there is any con- 
flict. 


Hays West for Month 


Will Hays who left for the Coast 
Friday (31) will stay west about a 
month. He interrupted his Coast 
visit to return to N. Y. about 10 
days ago in order to personally 
supervise the industry's plea for un- 
freezing distributor rental coin in 
Great Britain. 

Shortly after Hays returns to N. ¥. 
around Labor Day, Charles F. Coe, 
MPPDA vice-president and Hays 
assistant, goes to the 








| high 


| Government officials, going by 











iW]! ORS CFT WEEK 1940's $1,004,767,000 a Record Gross 
For Entire Pix Biz; 568,383,000 Over °39 


TO FALL IN LINE 


-_—_—_— 


U Holding Out Against Per- 
centage-Wise Cut Based 
on 1941 Figures As Blum- 
berg Arrives From Coast 
to Define Company Stand 





UNCERTAIN ON WPB 


Film industry has been given a 
week to reach an agreement on cur- 
tailment of celluloid percentage- 
wise as discussed in New York last 
week by industry toppers with Har- 
old Hopper, chief of the War Pro- 
duction Board film section. Govern- 
ment officials figure on putting the 
new raw stock ceiling into effect be- 
ginning September, once the various 
companies agree among themselves 
and providing the final plan is ac- 
ceptable to the WPB. 

With Universal holding out against 
a percentage cut in celluloid, as 
compared with 1941 figures, pointing 
out that it was the only company 
which has reduced raw stock con- 
sumption to any great extent since 
last year, Nate Blumberg, U prexy, 
arrived from the Coast Monday (3) 
to personally take a hand in the 
deliberations. Blumberg was the 
only major company head unable to 
be present at the session last week 
at which Nick Schenck, Spyros 
Skouras, N. Peter Rathvon, Barney 
Balaban, Grad Sears, Arthur Kelly 
and Jack Cohn participated. 

Based on 1941 consumption of raw 
stock, but excluding newsreels and 
prints shipped to foreign markets, 
industry recommendations last week 
were that a 15% reduction in raw 
stock be put into effect for all com- 
panies using up to 50,000,000 feet an- 
nually. This would include 11 film 
companies. . Reduction of 20% was 
proposed on the next 50,000,000 
feet, 25% for the following 25,000,- 
000, 30% for the next 25,000,000 and 
35% reduction on all over 150,000,000 
feet used in 1941. 

Alternate Ratios 

As an alternative, proposal was 
made for a 15% cut on all footage 
up to 50,000,000, 1742% cut’on foot- 


age from 50 to 100 million; 20% cut 
from 100 to 125 million, 224+% on 
125 to 150 million and 25% reduction 


on all over 150,000,000 feet. 

The 17%% cut would affect com- 
panies such as Universal, Columbia 
and RKO. Warners would come 
under the 20% cut. Paramount 


would be affected by the 22%2% cut 
while Metro would be involved in 
the 25% bracket. Republic, Pro- 


ducers Releasing Corp., United Art- 


ists and Monogram would come 
under the minimum reduction 
category. 


Though ostensibly facing a smaller 
percentage cut than some of the 
other majors, it was pointed out dur- 
ing session last week that Universal 
would be suffering a greater hard- 
ship than some of the other com-| 
panies because it has maintained a 
production schedule while 
others such as Warners, reduced its 
releasing schedule from 49 pictures 
in 1941, to 36 for the 1942 season. 
the 
calendar year instead of the film 
season, have not taken this situation 
into account, from reports. 

Whether the Government will ac- 
cept the final industry recommenda- 
tions following an agreement within 
the trade, and if-these will be agreed 
to for a full calendar year or subject 
to interim changes, depending on 
Government wartime requirements, 
is not yet certain. Hopper indicated, 
however, that he wanted the indus- 
try to run its own business and that 
he would present the discussed con- 
servation plan to the WPB with thea 
hope that the department’s require- 
ments would thus be fulfilled. 

Problem of effecting a reduction in 
footage, once an industry agreement 
is reached, currently continues under 
discussion. In some companies cur- 





tailment in the number of shorts 
and secondary features is under con- 
templation. Others plan to reduce 


| 
; 
; | 
the number of prints in circulatfon. | 





16 mm. to Save Film 





Hollywood, Aug. 4. 

Despite repeated nixing by 
the Hays office directorate, the 
use of 16 mm. release prints to 
service smaller theatres off the 
main line is winning new sup- 
porters and is held feasible in 
line with the film conservation 
program, 

Also aiding the move for nar- 
row gauge prints is the growing 
use of that type of product for 
the armed forces here and 
abroad. It is pointed out that the 
cost of operation is reduced 
through the elimination of fire 
prevention measures applicable 
to 35 mm. film which is con- 
sidered inflammable, while the 
narrower stock is on non-in- 
flammable strips. 


SKOURAS PAVES 
WAY FOR FOOD 
TO GREECE 


Spyros Skouras, as president of the 
Greek War Relief, put over what, at 
first, looked like an impossible task 
in chartering eight Swedish boats to 
bring wheat, grain, milk and medical 
supplies to his starving countrymen. 
After an impassioned plea to Secre- 
tary of State Cordell Hull, and later 
in a private audience with President 
Roosevelt, the 20th Century-Fox Film 
prexy again repeated the urgency for 
immediate succor to the famished 
Greeks. He found both highly sym- 


pathetic, but both asking: ‘Yes, but 
how are you going to get the food- 
stuffs and medicines through the 
Mediterranean and the Axis?’ 


Somehow Skouras found friends in 
belligerent world capitals, and even 
got the Axis to agree not to hijack 
the desperately needed edibles, milk, 
medicinals, ete., this despite a pre- 
viously reported waylaying of some 
1,200,000 tons of exports to Greece, 
of which none but some 50,000 tons 
ever reached their destination. 

Turkey, which hasn’t enough for 
export, will, however, immediately 
send 50,000 tons of wheat to neigh- 
boring Greece, but the main convoy of 
foodstuffs will come from America 
First cargoes sail this week out of 
Montreal, -on neutral Swedish liners, 
through the Mediterranean. The 
technically neutral Swedes were al- 
lied with Skouras and the Greek War 
Relief Ass’n in bringing pressure on 
the Nazis and Italians to lay off this 
time. Once a month from Montreal 
hereafter there will leave three 
boats, totaling some 6,000 tons. 














Joan Gets a Lift 


Hollywood, Aug. 4. 
David O. Selznick handed a new 
contract to Joan Fontaine with an 
upped but undisclosed salary. 


Under the old pact, calling for 
three pictures a year with a guaran- 
tee of six weeks on each film at 
$1,000 a week, Selznick cashed in on 
his star’s loanouts. 








On the Short Line 


Hollywood, Aug. 4. 

One dozen new patriotic shorts 
have been added to the 1942-43 RKO 
program under the general title, 
‘This Is America.’ 

Series covers industry, farming, 
forestry, mining, fisheries and other 
factors that have built up the 
United States. 














Washington, Aug. 4. 

Aggregate receipts of motion pic- 
ture producers, distributors and ex- 
hibitors for 1940 showed a $68,383,000 
rise over 1939, according to com- 
parison of incomplete statistics just 
released by the Treasury Depart- 
ment and taken from the prelimin- 
ary analysis of corporation income 
statements filed during the calendar 
year 1941, 

The general upswing due to in- 
creased employment, accompanying 
the defense program and production 
of war materials for England and 
other friendly belligerents, carried 
the total revenues of the entire in- 
dustry above the $1,000,000,000 level. 
Breakdowns for the different 
branches of the business are not yet 
available and the preliminary data 
is not strictly comparable with the 
final figures for 1939 but the 
Treasury gave out enough info to 
show that 1940 was one of the best 
years in film history—from the 
standpoint of patronage. 

With the take of both companies 
showing a profit and those running 
at a loss lumped, the over-all haul 
for the industry in 1940 was $1,004,- 
767,000, 

The revised 1939 figure was $936,- 
384,000. Corresponding figures for 
previous years were $93°,941,000 in 
1938 and $818,318,000 in 1937. 

Fewer companies ran in th@ red 
during 1940, with the result that the 
aggregate net income of the entire 
business climbed $5,948,000 over the 
1939 level. 

The first tabulation from the 1941 
returns revealed i129 more film com- 
panies made a profit than in the pre- 
ceding year. Out of 4,636 corpora- 
tions filing income statements, 2,353 
revealed net earnings when the 
kooks were closed as against 2,224 
out of 4,611 in 1939. 

The combined gross receipts figure 
—$1,004,767,000—represents $810,375,- 
000 taken in by successful companies 
and $194,392,000 by losing enter- 
prises. The former figure was $113,- 
726,000 better than for 1939, while 
the latter was $45,343,000 less than 
in 1939. 

Companies veporting net income 
had earnings $9,060,000 greater in 
1940 than in the prior year, while 
those running in the hole showed a 
combined deficit $3,112,000 smaller, 
The successful companies had earn- 
ings of $79,938,000 and the losers’ 
losses amounted to $10,397,000. 

Steadily climbing taxes were obvi- 
ous in the analysis. From the money- 
makers in the industry, Uncle Sam 
collected a total of $12,599,000 on 
their 1940 operations. This is $2,329,- 
000 more than they kicked in for up- 
keep of the Federal Government for 
the prior year, Income tax payments 
for 1940 amounted to $12,525,000 
against $10,217,000 for 1939; excess 
profits levy brought in $74,000 
against $53,000. 


Koerner, HM. Warner, 
Thornton Elected ‘B’ 
Members of Prod. Assn. 


Hollywood, Aug. 4. 


Three new directors were elected 
to Class B membership in the Pro- 
ducers Association at its local meet- 


ing yesterday (Monday). They were 


Charles Koerner, RKO; Harry War- 


ner, Warners, in place of Herbert 
Preston, resigned, and C. W. Thorne 
ton, Hal Roach, as successor to Major 
Roach, now on active service with 
the U. S. Army. 

Will H. Hays and Jack Bryson, in- 
dustry rep in Washington, sat in on 
the meeting. Bryson reported on his 
activities since moving into the post 
six months ago. 


GOLDEN STARTS PIC 


E. A. Golden, indie pic producer, 
pulls out for the Coast next week 
to start ‘Hitler’s Children’ for RKO. 
Picture, an anti-Nazi theme, is a film 
version of Gregor Ziener’s ‘Educa- 
tion for Death.’ 

Author is newscaster at WLW, Cin- 
cinnati, and will go to the Coast as 
technical adviser on the picture, 
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Balto Show Biz Beginning to Reap 


Windfall From $10,000,000 Hike In 
Weekly Payroll: B Pix Get Top Coin 








By HOWARD BURMAN 


Baltimore, Aug. 4. 
Show biz in this wartime boom 
town is just beginning to feel the 
full impact of the general prosperity 
that has been spread around by cur- 
rent spending cf an added weekly 
payroll of $10,000,000. Film grosses 


have been mounting steadily to their 
present comfortable peak with most 
of the product released turning in a 
profit regardless of trade rating. 
Niteries are packing them in, and 
parks and nearby resorts are topping 
all previous takes. Weekends here 
are like Main Street on a Saturday 
night. 

(This condition in the Baltimore 
area typifies anew what is occur- 
ring all over the U. S. in cities, 
large and small, which are enjoying 
a boom from wartime industrial 
activity). 

Downtown film houses are turning 
in consistent profits with several 
first-run houses, in addition to the 
regular major release spots, cashing 
in on moveover runs, slough-off and 
small indie product. In a town 
where the double feature never took 
hold, B and C product obviously in- 
tended for lewer halves of two-day 
programming are standing on their 
Own, sometimes pulling two-week 
sessions to okay b.o. 

Typical of this in recent weeks 
here was the extended booking of 
‘The Remarkable Andrew,’ “True to 
the Army,’ ‘In Old California’ and 
others. Also downtown first-run 
dating for ‘Atlantic Convoy,’ ‘Calling 
‘Henry and Dizzy,’ 
‘Night in New Orleans,’ ‘Top Ser- 
geant,’ etc. 

Record extended runs include a 
four-week stretch of ‘Eagle Squad- 
ron,’ three weeks for ‘Kings Row,’ 
‘Reap the Wild Wind,’ ‘My Gal Sal.’ 
There is the current possibility of 
‘This Above All’ going into four or 
five weeks. 


Irflux of ‘Crackers’ 


Combo Hippodrome, leaning heav- 
fly on vaude to bolster product like 
‘Sweater Girl,’ the Falcon series, ‘It 
Happened in Flatbush’ and similar 
fare, has brought back name bands 
and standard vaude luminaries to 
rising response. Last visit of a Majer 
Bowes unit, after numerous previous 
datings, scored heavily. Same reac- 
tion was noted for Gene Krupa, 
Woody Herman, Russ Morgan and 
current spotting of the Andrews Sis- 
ters, last topping all previous takes 
chalked up by this turn. 

Type of new resident is strictly on 
the cracker side with heaviest influx 
from the hills of West Virginia, 
North Carolina, Pennsylvania and 





other nearby rural spots. Copiously 
blessed with numerous offsprings, 
they camp out in over-crowded 
rooms and apartments and overflow 
into trailer camps, one of which 
numbers 1,300 homes on wheels. The 
big dough and big town surroundings 
are new experiences and the effect 
on the libido is most striking. 
Neighborhood beer joints with 
back rooms and juke boxes are cash- 
ing in heavily while weekends in the 
downtown whoopee spots are prob- 
lems of handling and operation. 
Shipyard workers, aviation welders, 
laborers and devious workmen in the 
war industries mix with the soldiers 


and sailors in search of divertise- 
ment, and the fur flies at the slight- 
est provocation. 


Street Policing Needed 

In the Negro sections, sidewalks 
are overcrowded with well heeled 
swains from the factories cutting ‘it 
hilariously with highly paid domes- 
tics on the distaff side. Policing has 
become a major problem. Recent 
restrictions by the Liquor Licensing 
Board in this quarter, where almost 
every other store dispenses liquors 
and entertainment, has done little to 
cool off the hectic goings-on. 

Where previously all in-town 
niteries closed for the summer, this 
year finds everything wide open with 
new entries trying to get in on the 
bonanza—despite the hot weather. 
Parks are quadrupling previous sea- 
£0n grosses and the midway, rides 
and typical outdoor sucker grabbers 
are cashing in in an unprecedented 
manner. : 


Weekends in this open Sunday 


town find droves of visitors from 
nearby Washington. and Pennsyl- 


Messin’ Around 





Des Moines, Aug. 4. 

Prize yarn floating around 
WAAC headquarters here is the 
one about the new recruit who 
reputedly asked Capt. John Mc- 
Sweeney, WAAC mess officer, 
where she was supposed to eat. 

‘Why, you mess with the sol- 
diers,’ he replied. 

‘Yes, I know,’ the femme re- 
cruit answered, ‘but I still want 
to eat.’ 


WAACs Thus Far 
Mean Naught To 
Des Moines B.0. 


Des Moines, Aug. 4. 

WAAC Training School, which be- 
gan late last month with women re- 
porting for officer training at Ft. 
Des Moines, hasn’t meant a thing to 
show business here thus far. The 
femmes are giving the local cinema 
palaces a polite go-by. Native 
Iowans are starting to wonder if 
they have screen entertainment back 
in their home towns. 


Tri-States manager counted ex- 
actly 10 customers from WAAC 
ranks on their ‘off’ weekend last 
week. Apparently the gals who 
have arrived for. service training 
here are the strictly ‘intellectual’ 
type who are after top rankings, and 
little else. Exhibitors here, though, 
are hopeful that subsequent conting- 
ents will display more interest in 
theatres. 

It’s reported that the Government 
plans to build a picture theatre at 
Ft. Des Moines. Also there is prob- 
ability that a 1,600-seat house will 
be put up at Camp Dodge. 


More Action for Walsh 


Hollywood, Aug. 4. 

Raoul Walsh draws the director 
task on Warners’ ‘Background to 
Danger,’ with George Raft, Sidney 
Greenstreet and Pete Lorre assigned 
to top spots. 

Last job for Walsh was ‘Gentle- 
man Jim,’ the life of James J. Cor- 
bett, now in the Warners cutting 
room. 




















Jane Wyatt Gallops 





Hollywood, Aug. 4. 

Jane Wyatt climbs aboard a horse 
to gallop opposite Richard Dix in 
Harry Sherman’s high-budget west- 
ern, ‘Buckskin Empire,’ for Para- 
mount release. 

Other gallopers cast thus far are 
Victor Jory, a heavy,“ and George 
Reeves. 


AMUS, STOCKS 
AT YR’S HIGHS 


Improved prices throughout the 
list on the N. Y. Stock Exchange in 
the last few days saw film stocks 
and bonds right up in the van of the 
advance, with several either dupli- 
cating the year’s best prices or 
establishing new 1942 highs. Loew’s 
common took the lead last Friday 
(31) by pushing up to a new peak 
for the year at $45.50. 


20th-Fox equalled its former high 
price for 1942 by reaching $11.37% 
in Monday’s (2) market while the 
preferred of the same company 
soared to a new top at $25. Para- 
mount also tied its former ’42 high 
at $16.50 while the 6% preferred 
roared ahead $1.50 to $119, only a 
dollar from the best prices of year. 


Warner Bros. common also edged 
up near its year’s peak quotation of 
$5.87142 in Monday’s trading. Pre- 
ferred also has been strong lately. 
Columbia Pictures preferred ad- 
vanced to $30 the same day, equal- 
ling the year’s top price while the 
common, on the Big Board, went to 
$8.25, near the best 1942 price. 


Warner’s 6% bonds were quoted at 
$102.50 in Monday’s session, equal- 
ling the top quotation this year. 
Paramount Pictures’ 4% debentures 
held at $99.50, only half-dollar from 
par. Paramount-Broadway (theatre) 
bonds were up $1 to $63, year’s best 








price. 
Renewed interest in amusement 
shares, resulting in better prices, 


reflects the present good earnings 
of picture companies as well as the 
sound financial position of most of 
the corporations. 


Mass Prod. at Mono 


m Hollywood, Aug. 4. 

Six features will be launched for 
Monogram release this month, begin- 
ning with the Sam Katzman-Jack 
Dietz production, ‘Bowery at Mid- 
night,’ starting tomorrow (Wed.), with 
Bela Lugosi in the starring role. 

Others slated for August starting 
are ‘Here Come the Marines,’ ‘Little 
Mobsters,’ ‘West of the Law,’ ‘Queen 
of the Honky Tonks’ and ‘Dogs of 
War,’ 











Plenty of Beefs From Newsreel Fans 
On the Poor War Front Coverage 





Average film audience reaction to 
current newsreels is the tipoff as to 














|retrogressed under 
and military censorship under war 
conditions, Both have been wished 
| on the five American newsreels by 
j}the military authorities. Absolute 


apparent to 
reels 
week. 

Absence of real 
activities 
categories: 

(1) On the actual fighting fronts 
in Russia, Libya, China and the 
Japanese campaign. But U. S. reels 
have had to depend on what little 
material seeps out from Russian 


regularly once or twice per 


news on 
has developed in 


war 
three 





vania, where the Blue laws are still 
in effect, adding their dollar’s worth 
to the action. 

Standing in front of his crowded 
picture theatre last week, a manager 
was approached by a gangling lad in 
overalls, accompanied by his teen- 
age wife, clad in slacks, enciente and 
carrying a babe in arms as another 
held on to her sleeve. 

‘Is there any sittin’ down space?’ 
he asked. 

Theatre manager shook his head, 





because ‘there simply aint.’ 





| Japs. 
| news. 
dearth of so-called war coverage is|thus far have not been permitted 


those viewing news-|into Alaska and the Aleutian islands. 


newsreel outfits, 
newsreel 


from the British 
representatives in Libya 


just how far the U. S. reels have|and from the slight material com- 
roto-coverage ing 


from Australian and U. S. 
cameramen in Aussie territory for 
any items on the fight against the 
The China front is bereft of 
U. S. newsreel cameramen 


(2) The front where American 
troops are situated in the global 
campaign aligned for the U. S. Folks 
back home are eager to see U. S. 
military forces either in action or in 
camp, 

(3) Is the U. S. home front. Here 

again, the Americans with friends or 
relatives in the armed forces are 
anxious for some items about the 
boys drilling in camp or some human 
interest item. Thus far, the U. S. 
newsreels have not even obtained a 
fairly comprehensive story of the 
war games although being permitted 
to take pictures in the past. In- 
ability to persuade the brasshats to 
map out story coverage in advance is 
to blame for this, it is reported. 
“ Reaction of the average newsreel 
fan today is that the reels contain 
only speech after speech, most of 
them cut-and-dried talks. Even a 
concise story of the munitions plant 
front or drive for better armament is 
'lae¢king, they aver. 








Studio Contracts 











Hollywood, Aug. 4. 

Richard Martin’s player option 
lifted by RKO. 

Maxine O’Brien’s moppet contract 
with Metro approved by Superior 
Court. 

Walter Pidgeon renewed for an- 
other term at Metro. 

Barbara Britton’s player pact re- 
newed by Paramount. 


Ralph Murphy’s director option 
picked up by Paramount. 

William Bowers inked writer pact 
at RKO. 

Lynn Bari’s ticket renewed by 
20th-Fox. : 

Cecil Kellaway drew new contract 
at Paramount. 


Marilyn Lane handed stock con- 
tract by 20th-Fox. 


Marjorie Main, Jean Rogers and 
Lucille Norman had their player op- 
tions picked up by Metro, 


Heather Angel signed by 20th-Fox. 


Mary Scott’s option lifted by 20th- 
Fox. 

Richard Fraser inked actor pact at 
Warners, 

Michael Gordon’s director ticket 
renewed by Columbia. 

Sol Meyer signed as lyricist by 
Republic. 

Dane Lussier drew writing con- 
tract at RKO. 


Splash of Color 
For Films From 
All Major Lots 


Hollywood, Aug. 4. 

Tinters will get a big play in the 
autumn and winter season, in addi- 
tion to those already in release or 
finished and awaiting distribution. 
To supplement the Technicolor fea- 
tures, Hollywood has a heavy sched- 
ule of colored shorts, with practi- 
cally every major company turning 
them out. 

Paramount has three color films 
completed, is shooting ‘For Whom 
the Bell Tolls’ and is preparing four 
more; ‘Rurales,’ ‘The Life of, Dr. 
Wassell,’ ‘Calgary Stampede’ “and 
‘Angel in Furs.’ Color schedule at 
20th-Fox includes ‘Thunder Birds,’ 
‘Springtime in the Rockies’ and ‘My 
Friend Flicka’ in work, and ‘Crash 
Dive’ and ‘Sioux City’ in prepara- 
tion. Metro is filming ‘Lassie Come 
Home’ and readying ‘Pearls of Para- 
dise.’ 

Other tinters in production are 
‘The Desert Song,’ at Warners; “The 
Desperadoes,’ at Columbia, and Wal- 
ter Wanger’s ‘Arabian Nights’ at 
Universal]. In addition, RKO is soon 
to release Walt Disney’s colored car- 
toon feature, ‘Bambi.’ 


RKO Pathe’s ‘America’ 
Release Every Month 











‘This Is America,’ 
shorts series which is supplanting 
the March of Time on RKO’s next 
season lineup, will be produced by 
Pathe News, mostly in New York, 
although location shots will not be 
confined to any particular part of 
the U.S. New subject will be re- 
leased every four weeks on much 
the same schedule as M. of T. -° 


New M. of T. distribution deal had 
not been set up until press time yes- 
terday (Tuesday), although negotia- 
tions were reported on at 20th-Fox. 


‘Cabin’ Leads Set 


Hollywood, Aug. 4. 
Leads in Metro’s ‘Cabin in the 
Sky’ go to Eddie (Rochester) An- 
derson, Ethel Waters and Lena 


Horne. 
Arthur Freed 
all-Negro musical. 


new two-reel 








is producing the 





—_——— 


United Newsreel's Reception In 
On-the-Fence Nations Not Known Yet 


Although United Newsreel got out 
its ninth issue yesterday (Tuesday), 
no definite word has been received 
in N. Y. on whether the reels have 
been received for distribution in the 
on-the-fence countries for which 
destined. Lacy Kastner, head of the 
foreign films division of the Office 


of War Information, returned from 
Washington this week where he had 
gone in an effort to iron out ship- 
ping difficulties on United Newsreel., 


While intended as a US. ‘propa- 
ganda’ or inspirational reel to com- 
bat the well-geared Axis propaganda 
film effort, thus far the shipping to 
country of destination has been a hit- 
or-miss proposition at best. And it 
is one of the problems Kastner has 
been trying to iron out because real- 
izing the importance of the newsreel 
getting through promptly, and reg- 
ular distribution established. 

The five major companies with 
newsreels (Metro, RKO, Universal, 
20th-Fox and Paramount) agreed to 
put out the United Newsreel as a 
service to the Government and at 
the same time utilize thé newsreel 
material obtained by these five news- 
reels. Financing was provided for 
the newsreel setup by these com- 
panies, with the Donovan Committee 
(now part of the OWI) supposed to 
provide transportation facilities for 
expediting the reel to different for- 
eign lands—particularly those where 
such a newsreel would be construc- 
tive in offsetting Axis screen prop- 
aganda. 

The five majors agreea to nandle 
the reel once some U. S. agency 
(presumably an Army or Navy trans- 
port plane) got the newsreel to the 
country in question. Different na- 
tions were parceled out among the 
five; thus Metro might get Egypt; 
Paramount, Iraq; RKO, South Africa; 
Universal, Turkey; and 20th-Fox, 
Sweden. The companies in this way 
were set to handle all distribution 
once the reel was laid down at the 
key exchange city in the nations in 
question. Process of getting them 
out to the different countries is the 
catch thus far. 

As far’ as could be learned by 
‘Variety’ this week, no word has 
been heard from quick deliveries of 
this newsreel. Test shipment sent 
to Australia on one of the first issues 
arrived behind the normal newsreel 
shipment while another is still en 
route, it is reported. 


19-Yr.-Old Theatre Yegg 
Gets 3 Yrs. for 5c Theft 


St. Louis, Aug. 4. 

Thomas E. Reese, 19, who was 
nailed in the act of burgling the 
Lafayette, a unit of the St. Louis 
Amus. Co., several weeks ago and 
confessed breaking into five other 
flicker houses, was sentenced to 
three years in the Algoa Reforma- 
tory. Reese had been at liberty 
on parole from the same Reforma- 
tory on similar charges when he re- 
turned to his burgling activities. 

He had obtained only 5c from the 
Lafayette when jugged. However, 
from the West End, another St 
Louis Amus. Co. nabe he obtained 
$25, $172 from the Uptown and lesser 
amounts from the other houses. He 
entered a plea of guilty to the six 
charges. 








$30,000 Fire 


Knoxville, Tenn., Aug. 4. 

The Gem, only exclusively Negro 
theatre in this city, was gutted by a 
$30,000 fire. Manager Kenneth L. 
Luton said the company hoped to 
rebuild the theatre if materials were 
available. 

The fire le&ves the city’s Negroes 
without pix except for use of a sec- 
ond balcony at the Bijou (Wilby- 
Kincey ). 








Fire Closes Theatre 


Salt Lake City, Aug. 4. 

Victory, second run, closed for 
summer as result of fire which killed 
one woman and badly burned two 
firemen. Casualties did not occur in 
theatre, but adjoining small stores, 
which were completely gutted. Vic- 
tory, which opened at 11, had a 
small audience when the fire broke 
out at 12:30, but house was easily 
cleared. Smoke and water damage 





| was considerable. 
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Par Not Waiting for UMPI Decision: 
Screening 16 Pictures im One. Week 








Instead of waiting to find out how 
product for the 1942-43 season will 


be sold, something that remains up 
in the air du@ to delay on the United 
Motion Picture Industry plan, Para- 
mount will take a precautionary 
step by screening a representative 
number of pictures for 1942-43 re- 
lease that “ave already been com- 
pleted. Company will tradeshow a 
total of 16 pictures between Aug. 12 
and 19, so that whatever method 
of selling will prevail for the new 
season it will at least have gone 
through the motions of screening 
them. 

If decree selling remains in prac- 
tice, it will have screened three 
blocks of five, plus an additional 
film, whereas if the UMPI plan goes 
into effect, it will have tradeshown 
more than the maximum number 
permitted to be sold at one time, 13. 
In this connection, the Par screen- 
ings constitute what might become 
a unique development since, under 
UMPI, only five have to be shown 
for exhibitors, the balance being 
designated. 

It could mean that if UMPI sell- 
ing in blocks up to a total of 13 went 
into effect, Par’s first group would 
not include any designated pictures 
since the 16 to be shown are all 
completed and can be seen. ‘ 

Screenings and dates are ‘Under- 
cover, Man,’ ‘Priorities on Parade’ 
(already pre-released at the N. Y. 
Par) and ‘Wake Island,’ Aug. 12; 
‘Lost Canyon,’ ‘Glass Key’ and “‘Ma- 
jor and Minor,’ Aug. 13; ‘Border 
Patrol, ‘Henry Aldrich, Editor,’ 
and ‘Forest Rangers,’ Aug. 14; ‘Mrs. 
Wiggs Cabbage Patch.’ ‘Wildcat’ 
and ‘Palm Beach Story,’ Aug. 17: 
‘American Empire’ and ‘Street of 
Chance,’ Aug. 18: ‘Young and Will- 
ing’ and ‘Road to Morocco,’ Aug. 19. 


of 





Koerner Impresses N. Y. 


RKOites; Sales Exec 
States Immediate Task 


Charles W. Koerner, RKO v.p. in 
charge of studio operations, and 
Perry Leiber, in charge of studio 
publicity, pulled out for the Coast 





Friday (31). 

Comment that impressed field 
forces most last week, was Koer- 
ner’s assertion that every name 


player, story and director announced 
in recent weeks was actually signed 
for and that the RKO product an- 
nouncement was not for effect but 
for delivery. 

Nat Levy, newly appointed east- 
ern division sales manager, has 
meantime taken steps to impress 
upon sales forces the need for think- 
ing not only in terms of forthcom- 
ing product, but in terms of liquidat- 
ing the pre-Koerner output. Levy 
has pointed out that the company 
Still has a huge investment tied up 


in the last few blocks of pictures 
and must get out from under. 


BIRDWELL HANDLING 
‘QUTLAW’ ALL THE WAY 


Russell Birdwell, who handles 
Howard Hughes and ‘The Outlaw, 
among other p.a. chores, is now 
doubling into the general manager’s 
berth for the roadshowing of ‘Out- 
law.’ He has final say on every- 
thing from selecting the town to ap- 
Proving the business deal and, of 
course, the flackwork. 

Birdwell clears publicity through 
his Own office, uses @he- Hughes or- 
&al.ization for business matters, and 
has Bob Savini as a sales specialist. 








Bergmann Vice Zorina 


/ Hollywood, Aug.4. 
Director Sam Wood won out over 
G. DeSylva in the controversy 
over the femme lead for ‘For Whom 
the Bell Tolls’ and Ingrid Bergmann 
replaces Vera Zorina as Maria. The 
Switch is not costly, as Wood had 
made only a few scenes with Zorina. 
David O. Selznick, who holds the 


Bergmarin contract, approved the 
loanout. 
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‘Holiday Inn’-Navy Relief 
Preem Gets Nearly $20,000 


With tickets scaled at $1.10 to 
$5.50, the Paramount, N. Y., last 
night (Tuesday) sold out for gross 
of nearly $20,000 on special pre- 
miere of ‘Holiday Inn,’ all proceeds 
to the Navy Relief Society. 

Bob Weitman, managing director 
of the theatre, corralled a flock of 
talent which donated services, in- 
cluding several name bands, plus 
Irving Berlin, Alice Faye, Jan 
Peerce, Ann Miller, Betty Hutton, 
Marjorie Reynolds and others. 

Special stageshow, running around 
an hour and 10 minutes opened the 
special performance at around 8:30, 
with showing of the picture fol- 
lowing. ‘Inn’ begins regular run to- 
day (Wednesday), with Skinnay En- 
nis and the Ink Spots on the stage. 


WPB PROBES PIX, D. C., 
ALLEGED VIOLATIONS 


Washington, Aug. 4. 

War Production Board was _ in- 
vited to investigate complaints that 
a new neighborhood theatre was 
violating $5,000 limit fixed for reno- 
vation. John H. Ward, head of the 
WPB cmpliance division, and Har- 
old Hopper, in charge of the Motion 
Picture Division, are following 
through on the protests. 

Dan Cummings, operator of the 
Pix, said to have exceeded the 
legal limit. Cummings has been con- 
verting an old auto showroom into 
a picture house. The work 








1S 


is 


being done by Whitty Construction | 


Co. Understood that the complaints 
were filed by a theatre within the 
area which rates the new stand ‘op- 
position.’ Site is at 1365 H street, 
northeast. 

Cummings recently has been op- 
erating the Pix on New York Ave- 
nue, under a second run and revival 
policy. Theatre is in the remodeled 
Masonic Auditorium. 


Mono Now Ask’ $9,884 0 
Levey in Counter Suit 








An answer and counterclaim was 
filed by Monogram Picture Corp., in 
N. Y. Federal court Thursday (30) 
in an alleged breach of contract suit 
brought by Arthur Levey against 
Mono and Pathe Pictures, Ltd. 
Levey’s suit alleged that a contract 
with the defendants calling for his 
servicing of Mono’s account on dis- 
tribution in England had _ been 
broken. 


Mono’s answer, along with several | 


denials, claimed the contract with 
Levey dated Feb. 19, 1937, allegedly 
called for his residence in England, 
and that this was violated with an 


unwarranted return to the U. S. on | 


Nov. 1, 1939. A counterclaim for 
$9,884 is asked as representing the 
amount given Levey on the strength 
of a statement allegedly made by 
him that his departure from Eng- 
land was temporary. 





Hollywood, Aug. 4 

Joan Crawford's co-star in ‘Women 
in Uniform’ at Metro will be Walter 
Pidgeon. Picture is based on the 
Anita Loos yarn about the Women’s 
Auxiliary Army Corps. 

Filming starts late this month 
when Miss Crawford winds up her 
role in ‘Reunion.’ 





Warners, Too 
Hollywood, Aug. 4. 
War Department okayed Warners 
request for permission to shoot a 
two-reel national defense short, 
‘Women at War.’ 


Story, dealing with the Women’s | 


Auxiliary Army Corps, will be 
filmed in Des Moines, headquarters 
of the organization, with Gordon 
Hollingshead producing. 





Long Haul 


Hollywood, Aug. 4. 
King Vidor, is covering a lot of 
territory, literally and figuratively, 
on a tour of the nation’s industrial 
centres to gather background mate- 
rial for his forthcoming Metro pro- 
duction starring Spencer Tracy. 
Title ‘America.’ 


is 


Tim Whelan’s ‘Nightmare’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 4. 

Tim Whelan draws the director 
chore on ‘Nightmare’ at Universal, 
co-starring Brian Donlevy'§ and 
Diana Barrymore. Picture deals 
with an American gambler in a ro- 
mantic spot with an aristocratic 
femme in Europe with wartime 
trimmings. 

Whelan moves over from RKO 
where his most recent directing job 
was ‘Sweet Or Hot.’ 


PRESS ARNOLD 
ON UMPI 
PLAN 


Washington, Aug. 4. 


The official Justice Department at- 
titude this week with respect to the 
UMPI proposals is ‘nothing to say.’ 
Informally, the explanation was that 
there are ‘lots of inquiries’ coming 
in about the way the modified sales 
formula would work. From the 
‘public groups’—the bluenose ele- 
ment which was largely instruinental 
in getting the Justice Department to 
launch its crusade—and from some 
industry factions. 


Arnold is pictured as still investi- 
gating to see if the ‘public interest’ 
would be adequately protected or 
whether the suggested changes would 
result in new practices that might 
constitute violations of the anti-trust 











statutes. Until he is satisfied on 
these points, he cannot make any 
positive recommendation to At- 


torney General Biddle, it is pointed 
| out. 

| From the sidelines, the trust- 
| busters appear to be over a barrel. 
lIf they agree to modification of the 
| decree, they’ll bring the wrath of 
ithe church, parent-teacher and 
|} vromen’s groups on their heads. Also 
|the Congressional element which let 
ithe Neely anti-block-booking bill 
|grow cold in the belief the court 
|compromise had solved the problem 
of affording theatre managers 
greater ‘freedom of choice.’ Yet 
| failure to move for revision of the 
| decree technically leaves the inde- 





pendents without any protection 
against dictation from major dis- 


tributors or, on the other hand, fails 
to please the exhibitor groups which 
agree with the distribs that the 
| block-of-five scheme with its trade- 
| showing feature is wholly unsatis- 
| factory. 

May Move Against ‘Little 3’ 


Some faint Whispers have been 
|heard that the Justice Department 
| stalling is due to renewed talk about 
}pressing the separate suit against 
|United Artists, Columbia and Uni- 
‘versal, Likelihood of any such move 





jis discounted by most observers, as 
is also talk that any of the five 
signatories who goes back to full- 
| lit-2 blocks may be the target of new 
ilegal action. If the Justice Depart- 
| ment didn’t feel confident enough of 
ithe outcome to go-to bat in 1940, 
iwhat reason is there for believing 
ithe result would be any different 
jnow? That’s the way the sideline 
watchers look at the situation. Or, 
from another and more. skeptical 
l viewpoint, if the majors had enough 
| political influence two years ago to 
induce Arnold to agree to a com- 
| promise, why can’t they exert the 
| seme pressure again? 

An open attack on Arnold and his 
stalling associates is being readied 
Abram F. Myers, chairman of the 
board of Allied States Association. 
| With this faction of indies sold on 
tl UMPI scheme, Arnold now is 
the target of mounting criticism 
from the industry gang which rode 
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ithe Justice Department for years to 
ge. block booking abolished. 
| Myers and the Decree 


Myers said Monday (3) he expects 
to issue in a few days a comprehen- 
|sive statement discussing the whole 
isituation. He'll go back into the 
|dark past when the indies and their 
(the ‘public groups’ and re- 
were harrying Congress 
land then will recite the expected 
jbenefits from the decree, which 
|Al‘ed found extremely distasteful 
|ii several respects and felt did not 
igo far enough in the way of shack- 
ling the major distribs. Then he'll 
point out the desirability of modify- 
ing the sales provisions and simul- 
taneouly making sure all other fea- 
tures of the compromise remain 
effective. 

‘As things stand now, the major 
|distributors are free to revive all 


i allies 
| formers) 





} 





Immediate Sales in Blocks-of-5 
Seen As Only UMPI Alternative: 


Yamins Urges Retention of Decree 





Albert Schneider Heads 
Morris Agcy’s Story Dept. 


Albert Schneider, until recently 
business manager for Orson Welles 
and Mercury Productions has joined 
the William Morris agency as head 
of the literary department in New 
York. He replaces Het Manheim 
who is in the Army. 

Schneider takes up his post in two 
weeks after familiarizing himself 
with agency clients and literary 
properties under the guidance of 
Donald Hyde, Coast department 
head. 


ENRIGHT’S FIRST AT U 
WITH CONNIE BENNETT 


Holiywood, Aug. 4. 

Universal signed Constance Ben- 
nett for the top femme part in ‘Sin 
Town,’ slated to start Aug. 10 with 
Ray Enright directing and George 
Waggner producing. 

Top male roles are assigned to 
Brod Crawford, Leo Carrillo and 
Andy Devine. 

Enright, over 16 years with War- 
ners, obtained a release from his 
director contract and moved over to 
Universal under a new pact. 

Recently Enright_ directed ‘The 
Spoilers’ and ‘Men of Texas’ at U. 
First job under his new contract will 
be ‘Sin Town,’ starting Aug. 17. 


Sherman ‘On Spot’ As 
Rep. Feature Producer 








Hollywood, Aug. 4. 
George Sherman goes to-bat with 
his first feature, ‘X Marks the Spot,’ 
as producer-director at Republic 
after several seasons of Don Barry 
westerns, From now on he is 
handling dramatics and getting away 


from the gallopers. 

Sherman picture is the first of 
10 to be sent before the cameras 
on the Republic lot in August. 


Others on the month’s. schedule are 
‘Yankee Girl,’ ‘Valley of Hunted 
Men,” ‘G-Men vs. the Black Dragon,’ 
‘Dead Man’s Gulch,’ ‘Johnny Dough- 


boy,’ ‘Mr. M. and the Pigeons,’ 
‘Black Market,’ ‘The Pride of the 
Commandos’ and ‘Heart of the 
Golden West.’ 





KEEPING IT FRESH 


Lum, Abner Believe One in Eight 
Months Is Enough 


Hollywood, Aug. 4. 
One picture every eight months 
enough for Lum ‘n’ Abner, ac- 
cording to a clause they inserted in 
their new contract with RKO. 
Comics contend they need plenty 
of time between films to keep their 


is 


humor fresh. Pact calls for their 
services as writers in addition to 
acting 

First job under the new agree- 
ment is ‘Wonderful World,’ slated 


to start on the RKO-Pathe lot Sept. 
1, with Ben Hirsch as associate pro- 
ducer. Jack Votion, original pro- 
ducer of the Lum ’n’ Abner films, 
is now in the armed forces. 


Messenger to WB 
Hollywood, Aug. 4. 

Freddie Messenger has resigned as 
casting director for Central Casting 
Corp., to accept a similar post with 
Warner Bros, 

He had been with Universal until 
he joined Central about a year back. 





suppos. 1 to stamp out,’ Myers noted. 
:Already complaints are coming from 
independent theatre owners that 
they are , ein. subjected to pressure 
from the distributors. One exhibitor 
recently indicated willingness to sign 
a contract for the new season but 
after sending in the co tract was 
notified he must take the distribu- 
tors’ whole line. They are forcing 
shorts and threatening to take away 
franchises if the exhibitors don’t do 
what the distributors say. Modifica- 
tion of the decree in accordance 
with the plan would be far prefer- 


jthe old abuses which the decree wasJ/atle to the present situation.’ 


. 








Still not inclined to want to exer- 
cise rights under the so-called escape 
clause of the decree, permitting sell- 
ing in any manner desired without 
tradescreenings, distributors may be 
forced to continue selling in blocks- 
of-five unless the United Motion Pic- 
ture Industry sales plan is acted on 
quickly. While UMPI officials have 
sought to get Thurman Arnold, as- 
sistant attorney-general, to act on the 
plan, and he may do so any day now, 
the delay up to this point has caused 
much uneasiness in sales as well as 
exhibition circles. 

Judge Henry W. Goddard of the 
Federal bench in New York, who 
planned going on vacation this week, 
has not been asked to defer it, but 
should Arnold report out the UMPI 
plan favorably today (Wednesday) 
or before the end of the week, Judge 
Goddard would probably be asked to 
hold an immediate hearing before 
going vacationing. However, point- 
ed out he will be nearby in Connec- 
tieut and that he probably would be 
willing to come into New York for a 
day or two, interrupting his vacation 
to consider the UMPI plan. 

In addition tc UMPI officials who 
have been pleading with official 
Washington for quick action, during 
the past week Abram F, Myers, gen- 
eral counsel for Allied States Ass’n, 
and Harry Brandt, president of the 
Independent Theatre Owners Ass’n 
of New York, visited Arnold in the 
hopes of averting any further delay 
on the UMPI plan. 

Fox’s Selling 

Starting its season Aug. 1 each 
year, 20-Fox toward the end of July 
began selling a group of five new 
1942-43 pictures. Others under the 
decree have set no policy as yet, 
while in the ease of 20th-Fox, should 
the UMPI plan go through, there 
would be nothing to prevent this dis- 
trib from going out to offer eight ad- 
ditional identified pictures to be 
added to the five now on sale. Others 
could do the same. 

Screening five pictures this week, 
RKO is expected to sell these as its 
only alternative, in view of no es- 
tablished selling policy for the new 
season (’42-43). 

Paramount is taking the first step 
by screening a total of 16 new pic- 
tures the middle of this month, so 
that there may be immediate selling 
as soon as it is known how decree 
companies are going to merchandise 
film this year. 

Metro will probably decide by the 
end of this week whether it will offer 
a group of five, same as 20th and 
RKO, but Warners, currently holding 
regional sales meetings, is up in the 
air. 

Metro screened three pictures re- 
cently, which will go out on the 1942- 
43 program, while tomorrow (Thurs- 
day) it will show two others, and on 
Tuesday (11) two more, for a total 
of seven. Thus it can package five 
out of the group for immediate sell- 
ing, with deliveries to begin in Sep- 
tember. 

Yamins Renews Attack 

Making a last-ditch stand against 
the United Motion Industry sales 
plan, Independent bitors, Inc., 
of New England, has appealed to the 
Department of Justice to continue 
decree selling for another year mean- 
time refusing to approve the UMPI 
plan. Independent Exhibitors is one of 
three associations which rejected 
the UMPI plan and has for 
some time seeking obstruct its 
adoption. 

Fresh charges against UMPI are 
contained in a four-page letter, 
written by Nathan Yamins, chairman 
of the executive committee, and zd- 
dressed to Robert L. Wright, of the 
anti-trust division of the Depart- 
ment of Justice. Wright represented 
the Government in the negotiation 
of the consent decree and has con- 
ferred with UMPI leaders in connec- 
tion with the UMPI amendments to 
it. 

After. reviewing benefits under 
decree selling, Yamins says that ob- 
jections of his organization to the 
new proposals are numerous, includ- 
ing that block-booking will be in- 
creased from five to 13 pictures, an 
increase of 160%, and thus is a step 
backwards. He dds that this pro- 
vision restores and increases the in- 
equality of competition between the 
exhibitor and distributor because 
the block is so large the exhib can- 
not afford to pass it up whether or 


(Continued on page 22) 
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ie Tales of Manhattan 


Twentieth Century-Fox release of Boris 


Morros-8. P Eagle production. Stars 
Charles Boyer. Rita Hayworth, Ginger 
Rogers, Henry Fonda, Charies Laughton, 
Edward G. Robinson, Paul Robeson, Ethel 


Waters and Eddie (Rochester) Anderson; 
features Thomas Mitchell, Eugene Pallette, 
Cesar Romero, Gai] Patrick, Roland Young, 
James 


Elsa Lanchester, George Sanders, 
Gleason, Hall Johnson Choir, Directed by 
Julien Duvivier Original stories and 
screenplay by Ben Hecht, Ferenc Molnar, 
Donald Ogden Stewart, Samuel Hoffen- 
stein, Alan Campbell, Ladislas Fodor, L. 
Vadnai, Il. Gorog, Lamar Trotti, Henry 
Blankfort; original music by Sol Kaplan 
*Glory Dav’ by Leo Robin and Ralph 
Rainger; camera, Joseph Walker; editor 
Robert Bischoff. Tradeshown in N. Y 
Aug. 3, ‘42. Running time. 117 MINS. 
OrMaB ....00 -ccecscccssecss Charles Boyer 
the) oc ccccccccsacesetsovdes Rita Hayworth 
Diane ....02 cecccceccesssss Ginger Rogers 
Chesed sos vcs cv snepeses so bues see Fonda 
Charles Smith...........-.Charles Laughton 
Browne............... Edward G, Robinson 
BAD wantave ..,.Paul Robeson 
ae ..eeeess- Ethel Waters 
Rev. Lazarus..Eddie (Rochester) Anderson 





Hallowa@y ...--.+-ccccsess Thomas Mitchell 
OR RE ee ees F- Eugene Palleite 
Harry . ...Cesar Romero 
Ellen Gail Patrick 
Edgar . Roland Young 


Squirrel .. .........++.+....Marion Martin 
Mra. Smith... ..ccsccosser: Elsa Lanchester 
Arturo Bellir ...Vietor Francen 






William suit aleee fees George Sanders 
‘Father’ Joe cscomecdes James Gleason 
Professor Lyons........ Harry Davenport 
Hank Bronson ....-dames Rennie 
Costello. -«,.e-J3. Carrol Naish 
The Hall Johnson Choir .. Themselves 
Secondhand Clothes Dealer Frank Orth 
EER 5 occa na 00 0bc tw oeemee ..Christian Rub 
Piceolo Playe) -" ..-+. Sig Arno 
DE oO... sed Webbe ernse awake Harry Hayden 
Judge Komees’s ......Morris Ankrum 
Henderson .........s+cee++--.-D0n Dougias 
TROUT. oso oboe 6ceseutackssuscumee eee 
CPRMOR .o sa o's cs cccdbsisacs Clarence Muse 
Christopher .icicccscsesessens George Reed 
RED. a0 0 cnet editions Cordell Hickman 
Te” SOMRMOR . occ cevasetaceass Paul Renay 
 @uk ts us vite ve beaks one Barbara Lynn 
Grandmother ..Adeline DeWalt Reynolds 
Actress . ne 60sa8anERae Helene Reynolds 





In cag and writing credits, this is 
probably the most ambitious picture 
ever to come out of Hollywood. 
Several million dollars worth of 
stars and featured players stumble 
or waltz through the episodic story 
and their names on the marquee 
should mean exceptional grosses. But 
the highly-touted film will win no 
great critical acclaim. 


Miniature Reviews 


‘Tales of Manhattan’ (20th). 
Multiple star credits insure big 
b.o. for this episodic story about 
a dress suit. 





‘Somewhere I'll Find You’ 
(M-G). Gable and Lana Turner 
—dynamite at the b.o. 


‘Pardon My Sarong’ (U) 
(Songs). Abbott & Costello in 
another with laughs aplenty. 


Will get top A & C biz 
‘The War Against Mrs. Hadley’ 


(M-G). Impressive ana at times 
poignant drama should draw 
satisfactory, if unspectacular 
grosses. 


‘The Big Street’ (RKO). Henry 
Fonda and Lucille Ball in Damon 
Runyon comedy-romance, geared 
for sturdy b.o. returns. 

‘Journey Into Fear’ 
Orson Welles displays a 
meller on a slow freighter. 
ture at same pace. Dualer. 

‘Invisible Agent’ (U). Invisible 


(RKO). 


spy 
Pic- 


Man idea utilized for fanciful 
war meller. Good family and 
nabe bookings. 

‘Flight Lieutenant’ (Col). An- 
other airplane meller, about 
training youngsters, but only 
mild b.o. results. 

‘Mexican Spitfire’s Elephant’ 
(RKO) (Songs). Best of series, 
solid laugh entertainment for 
general audiences. 

‘The Silver Bullet’ (U) 


(Songs). Neat western with log- 
ical action and incidental songs. 

‘Sabotage Squad’ (Col). Fam- 
iliar Nazi saboteur meller, filler 
for the dual grinds. , 

‘Danger in the Pacific’ (U). 
Leo Carrillo and Andy Devine 
in an obvious B actioner for the 
lesser duals. 











Actually, with all the acting, writ- 
ing and production talent, this 1942 
fantasy about a dress coat is remi- 
niscent in basic format of Marshail 
Neilan’s ‘Bits of Life,’ circa 1921, as | 
was Paramount's ‘If I Had a Million,” | 
of 1932, which likewise had multiple | 
star acting and writing credits. | 
‘Tales,’ like ‘Million, is spotty and 
the weaker portions of the long film | 
can only be acknowledged to the | 
actors and director Julien Duvivier, 
inasmuch as the writing credits do 
not specify who wrote what. 


The hero is an expensive dress 
coat, which bears a curse, and the 
film recounts the fortunes and mis- 
fortunes of those who wear or come 
in possession of it. It was originally 
made for Charles Boyer, playing a 
Broadway matinee idol, and winds 
up as a scarecrow on a poor old 
Negro’s farm. 


Unfortunately for the Boris 
Mcrros-S. P. "agle production, the 
picture’s weakest moments are at 
the very beginning and the very 
end. The poorest acting and direction 
are also at the very beginning, with 
Boyer, Rita Hayworth and Thomas 


and off the screen), Elsa Lanchester, 
hurries off to the pawnbroker. The 
dress suit is too tight and it splits 
while Laughton is on the podium, 
sending the chichi audience into hys- 


terics. Laughton tears off the coat 
and collapses in tears, but maestro 
Victor Francen, who sponsored 


Laughton and is sitting in a box, 
saves the day for the composer by 
stripping off his own dress coat and 
waving the concert on. Shame- 
facedly, the rest of the men in the 
audience also peel down to their 
shirtsleeves and Laughton goes on to 
a musical triumph. This scene ranks 
among the two best in the picture 
and, like in Paramount’s ‘Million’ of 
10 years ago. Laughton just about 
carries off all the acting honors. 
Close behind him in the acting 
score is Edward G. Robinson, who, 
as a disbarred Chicago attorney, is 
bumming it on N. Y.’s Bowery. By a 
devious route he gets an invite to 
ithe 25th anniversary reunion of his 
Chicago university classmates. Laugh- 
ton has slipped the dress coat to the 
Salvation Army and James Gleason, 
head of the Bowery mission, pur- 





Mitchell struggling and failing to 
keep alive a terribly trite situation. 
Boyer, wearing the tails for the first 
time, goes from a triumphant open- 
ing night directly to the sumptuous 
home of his former mistress, Miss 
Hayworth, who has since married 
Mitchell. The latter shoots Boyer, 
but the actor feigns that it was a 
complete miss and thus brings out 
Miss Hayworth’s true emotions, i.e., 
that she’ll doublecross anybody for 
her on security. It’s a badly over- 
acted episode and doubly unflatter- 
ing for Miss Hayworth because of 
th> poor camera job. 

Marred by the bullet hole, the 
dress coat is then palmed off by 
Boyer’s valet-chauffeur, Eugene Pal- 
lette, on Roland Young as security 
for a $10 loan. Young is valet for 
Cesar Romero, who is on the verge 
of marrying Ginger Rogers. 
comes calling on Romero with Gail 
Patrick, who is in the dumps because 
of evidence that her husband is 
cheating. Miss Patrick, seeking com- 
pany in misery, persuades Miss Rog- 
ers to look through Romero’s dress 
coat, draped on a chair after a hec- 
tic bachelor party the night before. 
The bride-to-be fishes out a torrid 
love letter from another girl. Ro- 
mero, emerging from his bedroom. 
ets the drift and phones pal Henry 

onda to come over and pretend the 
dress coat is his. Young slips Fonda 
the actor’s tails and Fonda slips Miss 
Rogers the phoney story. Miss Rog- 
ers, in view of the love letter, now 
sees the mild, shy Fonda in a new 


light and in a few moments they are | 


in love with one another, Romero, 
meanwhile, falling back into the 
clutches of his blonde mistress, Ma- 
rion Martin, who barges in to foil the 
wedding. This scene is about the 
only comedy moment in the film, but 
the laughs are labored except in 
that one spot where Fonda gives his 
interpretation of a  boudoir-lion’s 
roar. 


The two valets then pawn the 
dress suit and it winds up on the 
back of Charles Laughton, a barroom 
pianist who finally gets an oppor- 
tunity to conduct his own symphonic 
composition in Carnegie Hall. En 
route to the hall he is reminded by 
a sidekick that he must have white 
tie and tails, so Laughton’s wife (on 


|suades Robinson to wear it and at- 
jtend the class reunion, thus. pos- 
sibly, effecting a reformation. Every- 


ithing goes smoothly at the party un- | 


itil Robinson’s former law partner 
and enemy, George Sanders, wrong- 
fully accuses him of picking another 
| classmate’s pocket. Robinson then 
|confesses the fact that he’s down- 
and-out and walks out on the cele- 
|bration. However, three of his pals 
\follow him down to the Bowery mis- 
jsion and reclaim him for a good job. 


The tails then go to a second-hand 
clothes dealer. They are stolen by 
J. Carroll Naish, who wants to stick 
jup a classy gambling joint. He suc- 
lceeds in that, but the plane in which 
the’s making his escape catches fire. 
| The coat starts to burn and Naish 
peels it off and throws it out of the 


She | Plane. rot thinking that it contains |and find her. 


jnearly $50,000 in cash. It falls at 
ithe feet of Paul Robeson and Ethel 
| Waters, working their farm. Tney 
|look at the money as if it were manna 
ifrom heaven and rush to their 
|preacher, Rochester, who in turn 
divvies it among the colored popu- 
lace according to the extent of their 
prayers. Robeson wished for a trac- 
tor, so he gets $700: a little colored 
boy prayed for shoes and stockings, 
so he gets $4; an old darky prayed 
|for a coffin, so he gets $25, and so on. 
|The dress coat is finally given to a 
Negro who had prayed for a scare- 
\crow and the film ends on the Hall 
|Johnson Choir singing ‘Glory Day,’ 
'led by Robeson. 
A social preachment,: the picture's 
|finale is not entirely satisfactory 
The acting here is quite natural, and 
good, but the entire scene is one of 
gloom and poverty which even the 
advent of a bonanza can’t dissipate. 
The photography, in dark and shade, 
and director Julien Duvivier’s trick 
of heightening misery make the 
scene all the more woeful. 

The expanse of acting and writing 
talent may have been too much for 
| Duvivier, a fine foreign director, for 
jhe comes up with very few original 
| touches in this picture. Some of the 
|sequences he appears to have per- 
|mitted to go along on their momen- 
tum. 

The cast credits are altogether too 
;numerous to mention and some very 





lane players are in some very small 
bits. 

Despite the plenitude of costly 
stars, featured players and writers, 
Morros and Eagle brought the film 
in for slightly more than $1,000,000, 
not high considering all the credits. 
By selling the idea of making epi- 
sodes, instead of an entire film, the 
producers were able to arrange com- 
paratively low salary deals with the 
‘players. The same applied to the 
lwriters. Balancing the marquee 
power against the cost further points 
lup the big profit possibilities in 
| Tales.’ Scho. 





Somewhere I'll Find You 


Metro release of Pandro 8. Berman pro- 
duction. Stars Clark Gable, Lana Turner; 
features Robert Sterling, Patricia Dane, 
Reginald Owen, Lee Patrick, Charles 
| Dingle Directed by Wesley Ruggles. 
Screenplay by Marguerite Roberts; adapted 





| by Walter Reisch, based on story by 
}«harles Hoffman: camera, Harold Rosson; 
| ¢ ditor, Frank E. Hull. Tradeshown in 
N.Y., July 31, '42. Running time, 107 MINS, 
Johnny Davis...ccccceseecess Clark Gable 
|Paiula Lame...s.cecsccteosesss Lana Turner 
Kirk Davis..c.cscccccecess:> Robert Sterling 
iCrvetal McReagam....ecee::- Patricia Dane 
Willie .e ni sebyhendecbbbecs a Reginald Owen 
Eve james ceccscss b08 Patrick 


Stafford. . «eeees- Charles Dingle 


| Metro has again parlayed Clark 
Gable and Lana Turner, and their 
‘magnetism towards the boxoffices 
lshould be just as terrific as their 
iexplosive ‘Honky Tonk.’ While some 
captious critics will tear the story 


apart, it’s as torrid a romance as 
"Ponk’ and with dialog twice as racy. 
| And that’s what makes the wickets 
| whirl. 

| Miss Turner is the modern Jean 
}Harlow of celluloid—a sexy, torchy, 
‘clinging blonde who shatters the in- 
hibitions of the staidest male. Gable 
|has seemingly always made the same 
|impress on the women. Tossing them 
both together, even if surrounding 
their clinches with but a_ specious 
story, provides an extremely potent 
antidote for ailing exhibitors. 

| The fact that this Cosmopolitan 
|magazine serial of 1940 has been 
brought up to date (Dec. 7, 1941), 
and given a rousing patriotic finish, 
will not once, however, 





! 





irresistible force (Gable) is in con- 
tact most of the 107 minutes with 
a very movable object. Miss Turner 
jattracts, she melts, she pouts, she 


|yearns, she weeps—she, in fact, does |throttling his editor and, by subter- | 


|everything the Hays office permits. 
|The scriptwriter went even further: 
;some of the dialog is the baldest 
|double-entendre. No doubt is left 
|that here are two very physical hu- 
mans straining their emotions to the 
furthest point. 


Japan’s invasion of the Philippines 
jis overshadowed and even at the fin- 
ish, when Gable is dictating the story 
of the fall of Bataan peninsula, the 
story seems to merely await the final 
|showdown with Lana Turner. Thus, 
|Gable could just as well have been 
a soldier, or a truck driver, rather 
jthan a go-getting, ruthless foreign 
correspondent for an_ isolationistic 
N. Y. daily. The newspaper angle 
actually is silly, pointing up once 
again Hollywood’s failure to capture 
ithe true atmosphere of newspaper- 
men and news in the gathering. But 
that’s also incidental to the heat— 
jand it’s not on a thermometer. 

The story. is faint. 
|kid brother-assistant correspondent 
jare ejected from Germany. The kid, 
| Robert Sterling, is in love with Lana 
|'Turner, and Gable resents it. She 
iturns out to be a once-cub reporter 
|whom Gable stood up three years 
j}previously. Gable, in order to stop 
his brother’s romance, goes on the 
j}make once again and Miss Turner 
;puts up no more resistance than but- 
|ter to a hot knife. Once his brother’s 
jillusions are blasted, Gable quickly 
gives her the brush, so she accepts 
jan assignment to Indo-China. Two 
jmonths later she is reported missing 
and Gable is asked by his editor, 
|with whom he’s been feuding, to go 
The two brothers rec- 
joncile for the job. They turn her up 
helping refugee Chinese children es- 
cape bombings by the Japs. That 
convinces Gable she’s regular, but 
jhe tries to palm her off on his 
'brother. It doesn’t work, even when 
jhe skips out to Manila. She finds 
him there the night of Dec. 7, chases 
pretty brunet Patricia Dane out of 











‘Wings and the Woman’ 





‘Wings and the Woman,’ trade- 
shown this week by RKO, was 
reviewed by ‘Variety’ in Lon- 
don last April 12 as ‘They Flew 
Alone,’ title under which it was 
originally released in Great Brit- 
ain. At that time, the picture 
ran 104 minutes. For U.S. dis- 
tribution, the production has been 
trimmed to 96 minutes, with the 
new title for the Anna Neagle 
aviation starrer. 


‘Variety’ said: “To review this 
for the States is like an American 
trying to measure a film biog- - 
raphy of, say Knute Rockne, for 
the British market, only more so. 
There’s no question of pic’s box- 
office power in the Empire...de- 
spite the attenuated story, the 
film holds attention.’ 





permit the | 
audience to forget that a supposedly | 





Gable and his | 


Current Short Releases 


(Prints in Exchanges) 





(Compiled by Besa Short) 

‘Bulldog and the Baby’ (Col, 
6 mins.). Cartoon comedy. 

‘Screen Snapshots No. 1’ (Col, 
11 mins.). Includes Kay Kyser at 
U. S. Marine base. 

‘Gandy Goose in Tire Trouble’ 
(20th, 7 mins.). Terry-toon car- 
toon comedy. 

‘T-Bone for Two’ (RKO, 7 
mins.). Disney Pluto cartoon 
comedy. 

‘Your Air Raid Warden’ (20th, 
11 mins.). Produced by Signal 
Corps, explaining air-raid war- 
den work. 

‘Men of the Sky’ (WB... 20 
mins.). Work of U. S. Air Corps. 

‘All Out for V’ (20th, 6% 
mins.). Cartoon. 

‘Desert Wonderland’ 
mins.). Travel subject. 

‘Pigeon Patrol’ (U, 7 mins.) 
Cartoon comedy. 

‘Inside Fighting Russia’ (UA, 


(20th, $ 


18 mins.). World in Action war 
short. 
‘Unusual Occupations No. 6’ 


(Par, 10 mins.). Includes Hardin- 
Simmons (Texas) college foot- 
age. 

‘Divide & Conquer’ (WB, 14 
mins.}. Stresses how Hitler's 
propaganda operates, but won't 
in U. S. 








his bedroom, but Gable has the im- 
pression that his brother is now head 
man. When tke Japs strike, instead 
of going off to Australia, Miss Turner 


becomes a soldier. Latter dies hero- 
ically at the finish: Miss Turner is 
found very much alive after Gable 
presumed her dead, the N. Y. Chron- 
icle gets a stirring story from Gable, 
and then the romance is left hanging 
fire until the next Turner-Gable 
starrer. 

One of the picture’s most ridiculous 
angles is having Gable, deep in the 
jungles of Bataan, dictating a story 
to a Filipino secretary. That’s what 
makes newspaper critics burn and 
scenarist Marguerite Roberts is no 
extinguisher in several other spots 
as well. That scene showing Gable 


fuge, having the Chronicle print a 
strong anti-Axis story, is tripe that 
will even appall a copy boy. Also 
that incident of Gable cabling his 
own scoop to an opposition news- 
paper under the byline of an old, 
sick correspondent. 

But, in this instance, that's all box- 
office license and a means to an end, 
even if it’s a slow, draggy one for 
107 minutes. Gable was either in 
work in this film, or made it soon 
after the death of Carole Lombard 
(Mrs. Gable). It’s seemingly evident 
that he was under strain; he’s not 
quite as dashing a hunk of masculin- 
ity in this picture as he has been in 





the past.. But he’s a reasonable fac- 
simile and that should count, al- 
though there are some who may 


question his appearance in this type 
of torchy film so soon after his wife’s 
tragic end. 

Miss Turner glove-fits her role. 
She's not an actress aiid probably 
never will be one, but she’s a physi- 
cal beaut with all the s.a. trim- 
mings. Sterling does a highly com- 
mendable job as Gable’s young 
brother; he should be heard from 
plenty in the future. Patricia Dane 
looks very fetching in the small part 
of a Brooklyn girl on the make in 
Manila—where the technique evi- 
dently is no different than in Brook- 
lyn. Reginald Owen and Lee Patrick 
also acquit themselves well in small 
|parts, as does Charles Dingle, an ex- 
|ceptionally capable actor, in the role 
lof Gable’s editor. 


Pandro S. Berman gave the story 
good production investiture and Har- 
|O0ld Rosson was okay on the camera 
end, but director Wesley Ruggles 
could have considerably speeded up 
the story. If not him, certainly the 
cutter. The dead spots are obvious. 

Scho. 





PARDON MY SARONG 


(WITH SONGS) 
Hollywood, July 31. 


Universal release of Mayfair (Jules Levey) 
Production; produced by Alex Gottlieb. Stars 
Bud Abbott & Lou Costello. Directed by 
Erle ©. Kenton. Original screenplay by True 
Boardman, Nat Perrin, John Grant; camera, 
Milton Krasner; editor, Arthur Hilton; asst. 
director, Howard Christie; dances, Kath- 
erine Dunham; musical supervisor, Ted 
fain; musical director, Charles Previn; 
Songs, Don Raye, Gene de Paul, Milton 
Drake, Ben Oakland, Stanley Cowan, Bobby 


North. Previewed at Pantages, July 30, 
‘42. Running time, 83 MINS, 

C.F ree ee ee ee Bud Abbott 
Wellington Phlug..........-... Lou Costello 
Joan Marshall.......... «...-- Virginia Bruce 
Tommy Layton......sece.e.-.-Robert Paige 
pi SOE ere Ccegeccons Lionel Atwill 
: J SA ee ©0606 ¢00800. Leif Erikson 
Fn, EERE ET TTT Te tee 
Detective Kendall........ William Demarest 
SGN SEM. 6s sks Gabdedes Samuel S. Hinds 
Ferna...........esecee0... Marie McDonald 
PED 6 i210 0'akndebene ides baeitck Elaine Morey 


The Four Ink Spots. 
Tip, Tap & Toe. 





_ Latest Abbott and Costello starrer 
is one continual chase, with the boys 
displaying their familiar routines and 
| antics for plenty of laughs en route. 
i It’s a standard A&C comedy that will 





becomes a nurse and the kid brother 


catch the profitable biz of prede- 
cessors in all runs. 

In addition to the broad horseplay 
of the two comedians, picture has six 
song numbers—three neatly spotted 
to highlight deliveries by the Four 
Ink Spots and one specialty fast- 
dance of showstopping proportions 
by Tip, Tap & Toe, colored artists. 

Chase gets away right at the open- 
ing, with the two comics heading 
west in a Chicago municipal bus 
bound for the Coast. Gags and rou- 
tines are dropped plentifully along 
the route, until boys gwitch to a sail- 
ing yacht entered in race across the 
Pacific. This lands them on a South 
Sea isldhd as locale for further horse- 
play, with native tribe and saronged 
girls, lions, sharks, a trained seal, 
and alligators used for laugh-props. 


| Plot of Lionel Atwill and his gang to 


steal the tribe’s jewels is foiled by 
Costello in a continuous and rousing 
chase at the finish, in which every 
possible laugh-getting prop and situ- 
ation is utilized. 

Despite the fact that many of the 
gag sequences have been filmed many 
times before, the spontaneous and 
expertly timed deliveries by Abbott 
& Costello dress them up in new 
regalia for cinch laugh reaction. Dj- 
rector Erle Kenton, veteran of Hol- 
lywood’s comedy scene, pulls many 
an oldie out of the files for the boys 
to romp around with merrily. 

Story is episodic, and not too well 
knit together, but that’s no drawback 
in this instance. Musical side dis- 
plays a good assortment of tuneful 
numbers, Robert Paige and Virginia 
Bruce deliver ‘Island of the Moon,’ 
while Nan Wynn and chorus are 
spotlighted for two South Seas songs, 
‘Lovely Luana’ and ‘Vingo Jingo.’ 
These three were written by Don 
Raye and Gene de Paul. Four Ink 
Spots presentations include ‘Do I 
Worry,’ ‘Java Jive’ and ‘Shout, 
Brother, Shout.’ 

Miss Bruce and Paige are strictly 
in for the romantic thread with lim- 
ited footage. Atwill, Miss Wynn, Leif 
Erikson, Samuel S. Hinds and Wil- 
liam Demarest are most prominent 
in supporting spots. Production 
mounting is okay throughout, with 
photography by Milton Krasner of 
standard calibre. Walt. 


The War Against Mrs. 
Hadley 


Metro release of Irving Asher production. 
Features Edward Arnold, Fay Buinter. Di- 
jrected by Harold 8S. Bucquet Original 
screenplay, George Oppenheimer: camera, 
Karl Freund; musical score. David Snell: 


editor, Elmo Veron. 
July 30, '42. 
Elliott Fulton 


Tradeshown in N. Y. 
Running time, 85 MINS, 
Edward Arnold 





eee Fay Bainter 
Theodore Hadley Setececceves ..Richard Ney 
Patricia Hadley.............. Jean Rogers 
Mrs. Michael Fitzpatrick ..Sare Allgood 
Cecilia Talbot......... Spring Byington 
Michael Fitzpatrick..... Van Johnson 
Mrs. Laura Winters...... .. Isobel Elsom 
SEY wBhieWadatGaukectubeecs Frances Rafferty 
PENS 5:4 244Gb 0 666 64004 0 %60 Dorothy Morris 
Bennett Halliwell Hobbes 
GPG ss owtw ideo cdcescseues Connie Gilchrist 
RS ae ooewvesés Ilovace McNally 
Dr. Leonard Meecham., ...Miles Mander 
Louie : -.-Rags Ragland 
inne Cmiesé bak dws bee ed OS Mark Daniels 
PEOMEONROY BOF. 66 oss seas ..Carl Switzer 


‘The War Against Mrs. Hadley’ is 
a propaganda picture and a good 





one. It’s timely, thoughtful and, 
ithough slow, engrossing and oc- 


casionally affecting. It should draw 
| critical praise. favorable word-of- 
mouth ecomment = and _ profitable 
;grosses. It will be handicapped by 
its lack of sock marquee names, Tis 
absence of spectacular action, and its 
enigmatic title, but it has enough 
merit to overcome those shortcom- 
| ings. 

Contrary to the title, the film isn’t 
about anyone waging war against 
Mrs. Hadley. Rather, the story is 
a character study of Mrs. Hadiey’s 
stubborn refusal to face unpleasant 
reality, and how her fundamentally 
sound character ultimately proves 
equal to the crisis of war and per- 
;Sonal tragedy. In a broad sense, it’s 
ja story of the escape urge in every- 
|one. More specifically, it’s the story 
|of the average American and the 
| present war. As propaganda must, 
| if it’s to be most effective, ‘The War 
|Against Mrs. Hadley’ is based on 
logic, but its appeal is to the emo- 
tions. 

The picture is not a profound or 
probing one. It attempts no analysis 
of why the pampered Mrs. Hadley 
attempts to shun the present for her 
detached -world of a vanished past 
It merely states that she clings to the 
views of her late husband, the pub- 
lisher of a staunchly conservative 
Republican newspaper in Washing- 
ton. It shows how she _ snobbishly 
refuses fo recognize the woman 
whose husband took over the paper 
and turned its policy to Democratic 
liberalism. It shows how she spoils 
her only son and, by refusing to ac- 
cept changing ways, loses contact 
with her vibrant daughter. 

When this resistance to reality has 
finally exiled her in personal loneli- 
ness, when her daughter has left her 
for a socially unacceptable marriage, 
her son has gone into the Army, her 
lifelong admirer has been banished 
and her silly but devoted friend has 
been alienated, she is at last brought 
to her senses, but only through the 
example of generosity and emotional 
valor of those she has snubbed. 
Learning that her son has been dec- 
orated for bravery in action, she re* 
| fuses to talk to reporters, unt 


| (Continued on page 27) 
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” Paramount's “Parade of Bands” went 
out last night to 84 Blue Network sta- 


. 





si tions, pre-selling “Holiday Inn”! Six- 








teen more follow with re-broadcasts! 
FIFTY-FIVE top-Crossley air shows 
plug the picture and hit tunes! Inde- 
pendent stations everywhere playing 
THIRTEEN special ‘‘Holiday Inn”’ tran- 
scriptions! “‘Be Careful, it’s My Heart’’. 
already on the HI 
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Sandrich Production 
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IT'S ALWAYS EXTRA 
FAIR WEATHER s 

WHEN GOOD PLAYING TIME IS 
vnetvacn | RA aan a 
AND GOOD THE DAY WITH 
SHOWS GET PARAMOUNT 
TOGETHER! PrRoopuctT! 











——-—— 




















— - 





Vol. I 


News and Gossip About the Production and Distribution of the Best Shows in Town! 


. No. 24 








‘INNS IN-BWAY ALL OUT! 


SARONG, WELL BE SEEIN’ YA! 


Filmgoers are going to get another look at the sarong worn by 

Dorothy Lamour in ‘Beyond the. Blue Horizon’—this time wrapped 

around pert young Frances Gifford—and in a ‘Henry Aldrich’ 

picture. Miss Gifford has the role of a movie queen in the next 

Aldrich—‘Heary Aldrich Gets Glamour’. She borrowed the sarong 
for a scene in which she charms Jimmy Lydon. 


yr 


| HOLLYWOOD TELEPHOTO IPAFEM DAZZLEF 
mscotarimecrnas | eon OND 


may ‘have ieshed in Hollywood last night. 

















Biggest Gala in Many Moons 
Ushers In Par’s Berlin- 
Sandrich Hit; House a 
Sell-Out for Navy Relief 
—Cuvast-to-Coast ‘Parade 
of Bands’ Carries the 
Word to the Provinces 








‘INN’ FILLS AIR 








se pistes: 3 By the time this issue of ‘Variety’ 
‘Well, Bing, the show’s getting under way in New hits the stands, Paramount’s super 
York about now ... if we listen carefully, maybe 


‘ joff for Mark Sandrich’s produc- 
we can hear the audience reaction .. .”’ 50h : 


tion of Irving Berlin’s ‘Holiday Inn’ 
will have been writ large in the 








history of movie World Premieres. 
At press time, everything was set 
for a real show of shows at the New 
York Paramount—played to a sell- 
out house at $5.50 top. 

Four bands and a round dozen 
stage and screen personalities have 
been through their rehearsals back- 
stage at the Paramount; three more 
bands have been sounding their A’s 
in preparation for Par’s coast-to- 
coast premiere broadcast—a ‘Parade 
of Bands’ plugging the thirteen tunes 
of the picture. Xavier Cugat, Skin- 
nay Ennis, Benny Goodman and Phil 
Harris had their orks ready for the 
stage show; Alvino Rey, Kay Kyser 
and Freddie Martin were tuned up 











‘ 1 7 70r -_ 7 
“There m4 an ovation for “Lig Maxis Berlin . . . and ae ae R rape tc ae 
5 ee righ... . : ani fo Mariorie Revnolds tions 

oy, do they iove ‘he picture: e AIO ee Bee ee Te 

Admiral and Mrs, LeMar R. Leahy, 

ES g |U.S.N. Retired, as guests of honor; 

F os | Mayor LaGuardia, Stanton Griffis, 

|Barney Balaban, Adolph Zukor, Al- 


| fred McCosker, Deems Taylor, Frank 
| Walker and Jules Stein, benefit com- 
mittee chairman. 

‘Parade of Bands’ is just one of 

ithe programs in Paramount’s ad- 
|vance radio campaign for ‘Inn.’ The 
j}complete setup of radio selling for 
:|this picture constitutes by far the 
| biggest air campaign ever given a 
' film. 
Right now Par is cooking plans for 
j}another sponsored network show to 
ifeature Bing Crosby and _ others. 
|August 26 is the date, CBS is the 
net, and the time is 9:30 p.m. Full 
sked of performers will be an- 
nounced later. 

Beginning with Kate Smith’s intro- 
duction of ‘Be Careful, It’s My Heart’ 
}on her program of June 19, a flood 
|of ‘Holiday Inn’ plugs has loaded 
| all networks and indie stations; it’ll 
| continue right on up until after na- 
| tional release of the picture Sept. 4. 
| Here's a brief run-through of some 
|of the important breaks in the past 
/and future: 
| June 25: Fred Astaire guested on 
the Kraft Music Hall, reaching 85 
stations with Astaire-Crosby plug- 
ging of the pic and tunes, 





“Listen to that stamping, pal! That’s hee my 
Firecracker Dance! Kind of liked that number 
myself...” 





June 26: Guy Lombardo’s program 
introduced ‘Easy to Dance With’ 
to an audience of 73 stations. 


July 3: ‘Waltz Time’ carried ‘Be 
Careful’ to 75 stations. 


July 10: Dinah Shore plugs a tune 
on the Blue. 

















: = ‘ , Be : July 11: Wheeling Steel’s ‘Musical 
ik You’re in, kid—that last uproar was cheers for Steelmakers’ send off ‘Be Care- 
HE your eight songs! Guess it’s a lead-pipe cinch ful.’ 

i; from here on out!” July 19: Phil Spitalny’s ‘Hour of 

















Charm’ sent ‘Be Careful’ to 75 
stations. 


July 21: ‘American Melody Hour’ 
carried the same song to 76 sta- 
tions. 


July 24: Lucky Strike Hit Parade 
featured ‘Be Careful.’ 


July 30: Rudy Vallee’s show deliv- 
ers tunes and plugs. 


July 31: Entire half-hour of the 
Cities Service program (64 sta- 
tions) was devoted to a personal 
appearance of Irving Berlin and 
a playing of almost ail tunes 
from the picture. 


July 31: Marjorie Reynolds was in- 

“terviewed by Bill Stern's sport 
program, which goes to 91 sta- 
tions. Marjorie also appeared on 
WJZ’s War Bond program, while 
Betty Hutton was interviewed by 
Bessie Beatty on the same sta- 
tion. 


Aug. 1: Marjorie Reynolds inter- 
viewed at Saratoga by Ted Hus- 
ing (coast-to-coast) before open- 
ing of the big Saturday race. 


Aug. 2: Marjorie Reynolds coast- 
to-coasted with the ‘Show of 
Yesterday and Today.” ... Phil 
Baker used Irving Berlin ques- 
tions on “Take It or Leave It.’ 


Aug. 3: Betty Hutton goes on 
WABC’s ‘Listen Neighbor.’ 
Marjorie Reynolds is interviewed 
by Martha Deane. ‘True or 


Aug. 4: ‘Parade of Bands 
Betty Hutton goes on 
Weekly Review’ to network. oa 
Tommy Dorsey’s ‘America Sings’ 
plugs tunes. 
gallen reviews the picture. 

Aug. 5: Kay Kyser uses a question 
based on the picture. 

Aug. 7: ‘Waltz Time’ plugs "em some 
more, 

Aug. 8: ‘Be Careful’ goes on the 
‘Saturday Night Serenade.’ 

Aug. 9: Fifty-three stations hear 
‘Quiz Kids’ wrestle with a ques- 
tion based on ‘Holiday Inn.’ 


This listing is just a skim-through | 


of what’s going on in radio for 
‘Holiday Inn.’ In addition, 463 sta- 
tions are using a prepared script | 


|show based on a tribute to Irving 


Berlin (beginning Aug. 10) 

Show works in four ‘Inn’ tunes. 
More than 450 other stations are 
airing a special (with credit) rec- 
ord of Bing’s ‘Song of Freedom’ 
from the picture. Spot and five- 
minute recorded plugs are being 
dished out by Paramount to indie 
stations everywhere—on request— 
in addition to a_ fifteen-minute 
transcription. Spot campaign has 
been running in New York from 
July 22 to Aug. 4, and a similar 
campaign opens in L.A. late in 
August. 

A number of other major net- 
work shows have promised musical 
and script plugs for ‘Holiday Inn’ 
after the dates listed above; these 
are not skedded as to date as yet 
and can’t be listed for that reason. 
One thing appears certain: ‘Inn’ ig 
going to wind up as the most- 
plugged picture in film and radio 
history, by the time national re- 
lease rolls around. 

A definite plan is being followed 


‘Parade’s 


Dorothy Kil- | 


Amos ‘wv Andy To 
Continue Plugs 
For ‘S.S. Rhythm’ 


~ 





Bob Hope’s appearance on the 
Amos ’n’ Andy air show last week, 
plugging Paramount pictures in 
general and ‘Star Spangled Rhythm’ 
in particular, was just the opening 
gun for a long-range buildup by the 
pair of the Par super-musical. 


Through a setup arranged by the 
Studio, a running stunt is planned 
whereby the two comedians will 
continue their work toward getting 
the Golden Gate Quartet into the 
picture. After the ‘deal’ is set, 
more Paramount players will guest 
star on the Amos ’n’ Andy show 
each week. Then, after the pic- 
ture’s filmed, the Golden Gate 
Quartet will do a lot of talking 
about their experiences’ while 
working on it—right on up until 
the day the show is released. 


PAR TO SCREEN STORY 
OF NURSES ON BATAAN 








| Paramount will film the saga of 
the heroic band of American Army 
nurses of Bataan, it was announced 
end. of last week. Mark Sandrich 
will produce and direct; he’s at 
| work now with Allan Scott on lin- 
ling up the screenplay. 
Full cooperation of Colonel Mason 
| Wright, U. S. Army; Stuart Brown, 
| American Red Cross, and Lowell 
| Mellett, head of the Film Coordina- 
bon Group, was obtained by Sand- 
ich for the picture in a recent trip 
| to Washington. While at the capi- 
tal, Sandrich and Scott interviewed 
| 8 number of the Bataan nurses who 
|}are now at Walter Reed Hospital. 
Pic is to start in the fall. 


| 


‘BILL OF GOODS’ TO TONE 


Franchot Tone, ah hh inked a term 
|contract witht Paramount recently, 
has been handed the top male role 
in ‘Bill of Goods,’ a story about a 
traveling saleslady, to be directed 
soon by Billy Wilder as his second 
megaphone job for the studio. Wil- 
der’s first directorial assignment 
was the Ginger Rogers-Ray Milland 
picture, ‘The Major and the Minor,’ 
which trade reviewers have already 
marked as a hit. Charles Brackett, 
who is collaborating with Wilder 
on the script, makes his bow as a 
producer in this film. 


| 





on promoting the picture’s thirteen 
hit tunes . . . emphasis is being 
put on one tune at a time, and the 
whole thirteen will be pushed be- 
fore release. So far, the play has 
been given to ‘Song of Freedom’ 
and ‘Be Careful, It’s My Heart’— 
with the latter so intensively pro- 
moted that it is already a Hit Pa- 
rade feature. 
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CONFIDENCE 








WITH the spotlight on production econ- 








omies, directors and cameramen have 


complete confidence in the dependabil- 





| ity of Eastman negative films with their 


| special abilities, wide latitude, and ex- 


* 


ceptional uniformity. Eastman Kodak 








Company, Rochester, N. Y. 
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J. E. BRULATOUR, INC., Distributors 
Fort Lee Chicago Hollywood 
| 
PLUS-X SUPER-XX 
for general studio use when little light is available 
BACKGROUND-X 


for backgrounds and general exterior work 


EASTMAN NEGATIVE FILMS 
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ABRAHAM 
§ START THE NEW YEAR RIGHT 


WHITE CHRISTMAS 
HAPPY HOLIDAY 
SONG OF FREEDOM 


ILL CAPTURE YOUR HEART 
PLENTY T0 BE THANKFUL FOR 


Ree KORINE BB A RSG sede eek GER AT NS ERATE, CN RN oan BON ety Nagy YR ecm 


BE CAREFUL, IT’S MY HEART 
YOU'RE EASY TO DANCE WITH 


LEI 
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have their own functions in the pro- 
duction and popularization of music, 
and that unless all of them work to- 
gether as a coordinated team, no re- 
sults can be obtained. 

‘I say to the songwriter, however, 
that during wartime he has a func- 
tion beyond writing. It is his duty 
to contribute to the coordinated 
team, te stimulate the coordination 
itself, and to see that no one blocks 
the production and popularization of 
the patriotic music that is needed.’ 

Blames Publishers 

Back of Lewis’s remarks was a 
beef that has been prevalent among 
tunesmiths for months. They claim 
the present scarcity of good war 
songs is due entirely to failure of 
publishers to accept them and to 
plug them if they do accept them. 

‘We know that a_ sentimental 
ballad moderately plugged is much 
more likely to turn in big profits 
for a publisher than a hard-hitting 
war song,’ one w.k. writer explained 
after last week’s SPA conclave. ‘We 
know that ‘Johnny Doughboy” and 
‘Don’t Sit Under the Apple Tree’ 
are much more likely to be success- 
ful from a_ publisher’s 
than the tougher lyrics and melody 
that will do the job the Govern- 
ment wants. But there can be tre- 
mendous profits, too, in a hit war 
song. Publishers aren't going to find 
another ‘Over There,’ though, unless 
they make some little effort and take 
a little chance.’ 

Five Objectives 

Lewis, in explaining what the 
Government wants in pop war tunes, 
listed five objectives which, he said, 
must of necessity be in large part 
negative. He declared: 

‘First of all, we must have war 
music which is vigorous and affirma- 
tive in character. Our men are just 
starting to fight on foreign fronts 
everywhere. This is no time in 
which to have the majority of our 
songs sound the messages of a happy 
return. These songs have their place, 


but their place is, at the moment, | 


subordinate to the song which sends 
the men out to fight. 
‘Second, a song which conveys, di- 


Bill Lewis Pulls No Punches 


Continued from page 3 


standpoint | 





| neither does a song which plays down 
| our enemies or which makes our vic- 
tory seem easy and certain. Our 
enemies are well-trained, well-armed 
and ruthless. Any song which con- 
veys the notion that all we have to 
do is relax and watch our enemies 
collapse through their own internal 
weakness is a song which plays in 
the hands of our enemy. 

‘Third, our music should remem- 
ber, as we must remember, that this 
is a World War, and that the United 
States is one of a group of United 
|Nations. When a song is broadcast 
|today, it is conveyed by shortwave 
to every corner of the globe where 
our men are stationed. Not only, do 
our soldiers hear it, but the inhab- 
itants of many distant lands, who are 
joined together with us in common 
effort, hear it. Therefore, our music 
should carry a message not only to 
America, but to the United Nations. 
No song should give offense to our 
| Allies. Onr music should be in 
learnest of our confidence and our 
|determination and our indomitable 
will to win. It should make for a 
| strengthening of the aggressive will 
for action on the part of all the peo- 
ple who have clasped hands with 
us, since our music is, in a sense, a 
diplomatic emissary to foreign shores. 

‘Fourth, this is a war of dramatic 
movement and sudden changes. A 
song which relates to our general 
objectives is better than one which 
relates to some single or individual 
objective and which may be stale as 
soon as it is written. , 

‘Fifth, there is no room in the war 

|of morale for music which is regret- 
ful, which whines, which complains, 
|}or which marks weakness or indeci- 
sion.’ 
Lewis emphasized that no one ex- 
pects all music to be related directly 
| to the war. ‘We know that whatever 
gives people needed relaxation serves 
ja useful purpose,” he stated. 














Chi Times’ Song Contest 
Editor, ‘Variety’: 
| Anent your story on 
|ment of music publishers 


the agree- 
and the 


rectly or indirectly, the notion that| Office of War Information that the 


we can achieve victory by just sit- 


ting tight, serves no useful purpose, 


=z 


| nation needs fighting songs, we want 
| to tell you about the stack of some 


F.D.R.’s Salute 





High value the Government 
places on songs as wartime mo- 
rale builders is evident from the 
telegram President Roosevelt ad- 
dressed to the Songwriters Pro- 
tective Association last week. 
Read at an SPA meeting in New 


York Tuesday (28) to discuss 
more potent, war music, the 
President’s wire read: 


It gives me great pleasure 
to send hearty greetings and 
good wishes to your meeting 
because the creative genius 
which you represent is an 
asset of incalculable value 
to the nation in this time 
of peril. Particularly do we 
need the sustaining power 
of song as an inspiration to 
our fighting forces and to 
strengthen the hearts and 
hopes and aspirations of those 
who carry on at home. 
Yours is a grand opportunity 
to lighten the burdens which 
all must carry until victory 
is achieved. I know you will 
meet the challenge to service 
which is yours. 

Franklin D: Roosevelt. 








three or four thousand tunes in this 
classification that resulted from The 
Times’ $1,000 ‘War Song for America’ 
contest. 

The official closing date for entries 
was July 25. They came from prac- 
tically every state in the Union 
Amateur and _ professional song: 
writers alike participated. 

We plan to announce the name of 
the winning song early in Septem- 
ber. It will bring its composer a 
cash prize of $1,000. 

A brief check of the entries be- 
fore turning over to the board of 
judges, indicated an overwhelming 
preponderance of stirring, realistic 
tunes of the type favored by the 
people discussed in your story. 

From where we stand, it looks as 
if America’s songwriters are strictly 
‘on the beam’ in their ideas on ap- 
propriate songs at the present time. 

No one can tell, but we hope our 
competition has inspired a song that 
; will prove a smash _ success—the 
| ‘Over There’ of 1942! 

W. K. Shaughnessy, 
Promotion Department, 

Chicago Times. 

















‘Remember Sept.’ Bond Drive 


—amas continued from page 4 jee 











for the September drive, and will 
produce several newsreel clips in 
collaboration with Carlton Duffus in 
Washington. First of the campaign 
shorts will have Secretary Morgen- 
thau, while special trailers, ‘tag’ ends 
and ‘leaders’ to tie in with feature 
pictures are also being lined up. 

Ernest Emerling, acting as adver- 
tising director for Loew’s theatres, 
while Oscar Doob is on loaggto the 
WAC preparing special campaign 
exploitation for use by 5,000 theatres 
which are to be appointed official 
bond-issuing agents. An arrange- 
ment has been made with the U. S. 
Treasury’s War Savings staff, where- 
by exhibitor organizations may qual- 
ify as issuing agents for Bonds and 
Stamps for all or any of their mem- 
bers. Independent theatre owners 
may thus operate as a group through 
one issuing agent in the same way as 
theatre chains. 


The Public Relations Committee of 
the Motion Picture Industry, eastern 
division, at a meeting last week, set 
plans whereby the _ $1,000,000,000 
Bond Drive will be exploited in full- 
page advertising copy in approxi- 
mately 12 fan mags, in addition to 
Look and Click. Si Seadler, adver- 
tising director for Metro, is handling 
the copy as well as advertisements to 
be placed in trade papers and news- 
papers. 

Meantime, Treasury Secretary 
Morgenthau last week expressed sat- 
isfaction with the Retailers’ sales of 
$900,900,000 war bonds for July. 
Though this is below the record 
mark of $1,060,546,000 for last Janu- 
ary. Morgenthau thought it a satis- 
factory total because of seasonal va- 
riations in income distribution which 
would make it impracticable to estab- 
lish monthly quotas at a uniform fig- 
ure of $1,000,000,000. 


Loretta Young’s $3,617,000 
Washington, Aug. 4. 

Loretta Young left for Hollywood 
after three weeks in this area leav- 
ing behind a commendable bond sell- | 
ing record. In 17 public appearances | 
she sold $3,617,000 in war bonds and | 
stamps. my 





Star was a cheerful saleswoman. ; 

















She was booked by the War Bonds 
section of Treasury Dept. for outdoor 
rallies, luncheon meetings, banks, 
night clubs, restaurants, theatre lob- 
bies, with personal appearances on 
stages and in department stores. Her 
tours included trips to Annapolis, 
Cumberland, Cambridge, Salisbury 
and Baltimore. In the latter city. she 
disposed of $2,000,000 in securities at 
Armory meeting. Estimated she gave 
away 5,000 autographs in signing 
bond receipts and satisfying fans. 

In between times she managed to 
see her husband, Major Tom Lewis 
of Special Service Branch, War Dept., 
in charge of radio activities. 

Before she left Miss Young accepi- 
ed the invitation of the Washington 
Star to sit in the slot of the copy 
desk and observe how war news is 
handled from receipt into type. Re- 
ward was an excellent feature story. 





Einfeld’s Field Force Meets 
Hollywood, Aug. 4. 
Carlton Duffus, director of motion 
pictures and special events for the 


Treasury Department War Savings 
Staff, planed in Monday (3) to at- 
tend a meeting today with the ad- 
vance men who were called to 
session by S. Charles Einfeld, field 
director of the 300 bond rallies to be 
held in the principal cities of the 
nation. 

Plans will be completed at this 
session for early departure of the 
advance men on their tours of the 
country to prepare for the coming of 
‘Stars Over America’ for the bond 
rallies. Some of the advance men 
will fly back with Duffus to Wash- 
ington late this week to confer with 
Treasury Dept. representatives. 

Duffus conferred yesterday with 
Kenneth Thomson, chairman of the 
Hollywood Victory Committee, which 
is handling mobilization of screen 
players for the bond rally tours. 
Duffus expressed - gratification over 
the cooperation being given by 
Hollywood. He also announced that 
Gordon White, of his staff, had been 
assigned to the motion picture Sep- 
tember drive, working in the office 
of Oscar A. Dopb, public relations 
director of the campaign. 
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Men Favor Films 








Continued from page 3 











(on a statistical graph it looks like 
a cliff. Film companies thoroughly 


| 


the film houses, a finding that will 
be considered surprising by the 


understand that they have to keep/ majority of those who thought they 
trying and sweating night and day|had this situation pegged, but dif- 


for ways and means to retain their} ferently. 











Gallup pollsters report 






























































close scanning to tne following ros- 
ter of 114 hit pix which graphically 
illustrates the Gallup answers and 
tends strictly to kayo previously 
held conception of who goes to films, 


& , hold on the men and women who! discovering that femmes in non-lux- bearing in mind that the average 
portance to prosperity of film Siz,, {rum the popular tradition, we have at 19 have definitely formed the|ury class are preoccupied with care| b.o. performance of the 55 listed pir 
it put to proper usage. Toughest token the precaution of employing | film-going habit. They do not do | of young and other household duties whose audience was predominantly 
peadache of the industry is not ‘o|a battery of widely different re-| so badly, but, on the cther hand, | while the males are blessed with) male was greater than the average 
pcores Paemypn woe per _— Pa search procedures to check and /there is a probability that, with a| greater leisure. sinter PETIOTMANCS BF 308 SR wwhees 
audiences it already has. Dr. a deublecheck _our findings. In the | full set of facts in front of ,them,; Eye-opener for showmen is thai eucence was predominautly females. 
lup told ‘Variety’ the inference 1s / course of this study we have cov-|they could do better.” i 
; ep : ai Sapir: re ) etter. ismash hits do not, as widely be-| ‘ nahi age + set 
plain that if the makers of films |ered a representative cross-section Subjoined herewith ar flock of} lieved, depend rOvE ree ir pag 
take aim for masculine respon.e in-/|of 450,000 ticket-buyers and more he ‘ oS a @ ¥ oe - ie Ring nm i meng es agen . l"The Return of Frank James’. : 63 
stead of, as at present, concentrating | then 300 different pictures; we have | a = : a — eS Oe naree audiences. |. 4 rizona’ .: apni he 33 4 
heavily on the feminine element, a conducted nationwide polls on gen- | stale tadae hcg boner we rnd hoc ee ee ré- | “Twenty Mule Team ........ 34 a 
healthily upped grossage can be/eral moviegoing habits; at two dif- ee inferences are drawn for the veal, that many a bo. smasheroo | -Fiight Command’..........-. 3 4 
a ferent. periods we have counted. the oo, guidance those who elect to|in the last couple of seasons has |‘B'lly the Kid’.............. 36 64 
Gallup’s Findings /males and females entering the ake Dene: |snagged a definitely dominant per-|"Western Union’............. = = 
Breakdown of Gallup figures; doors of a scientifically selected Towns over 100,000 population | pen ee pants | igh "Sierra erg ee 38 62 
shews that there is a considerable ; sample of theatres all over 1 e| owed sex proportion of theatre | Wearing, so-called, element. |-Virginia City’ acttemtiter 8 62 
Serimaeh i the exh elmaedhl of | United States, on every day of the attendance to be 51% male, 49% For the most part industry opin-|-fhe Westerner’.............. 28 62 
a ieeee aanaaiinn bi Geuelal. ent: week at every time of day.’ female. In towns under 100,000,; ion hitherto held as to what is aj*The Fighting 69th’........... 38 62 
ditions found at the time survey Example Cited | ae nog male, 48% fe- | women’s picture and what is a man’s |‘Knute Rockne’.............. 99 62 
ota ss _ | male. (Overa ivision of sexes|is generally correct, as percentage "Tobacco. Road’... «°......<- 9 61 
; ‘xample cited showe - | is show i i Bn 
Numerous factors were weighed | tre a Be oy Not an panes | thus is shown to be males 51% plus, | cited below will show. Interesting oan ye — 4 — 
in the final analysis but Gallup ors | ;,, 69% female trade in a New York females 40% minus.) sidelight on the poll shows that the “The Ramparts We Watch’. 3 58 
Jays it on the line, with no ifs, ands|,,,e¢ while at a downtown second Days of the week: Monday to ‘Hardy’ series, which might fall into | Typhoon mi, mass sarigde 59 
or buts in stating its conclusions. | 5 house in Oakland, Calif., audi- Thursday inclusive, 50-50; Friday|either or no particular sex bracket. |‘Ghost Breakers’............. 41 59 
asserting that it really has dug Ut | ences assayed 55% male. through Sunday, 50% male, 46% |dragged in audiences in which men | ‘The RAGS: CRG SVERUNG'. 9 sb 
the lowdown. Ali the moguls have Dr. Gall . ] __ | female. outnumbered women by a_ con-| ‘They Drive by Night’....... 42 58 
to do now is adjust their sights. Pease ines prog ia — Downtown and nabe houses: down-| vincing margin. Similarly the Ab- = gy ngs + anallag es +2) = = 
Gallup avoids the fence, stating un- | mmnaiedide or ao 1, 19 to town first run, male 51% female|bott & Costellos and the Bob Hopes, tg wakes; : de PR an oe = oo 
reservedly that ‘we find that in spife | 11 jackpot june of life for fil €/ 49%: downtown second run, males| with the exception of “Road to/-A yank in the ‘RAF... 43 $3 
of the absence of a large segment pre ae r Mm | 54°. females 46%: nabes 50-50. Singapore’ whose gross divvied up |*Sea | reget neen tr ~ 57 
of the male population in military ;°”, ‘ae oa 6 ; Age groups: under 18, males 56%, |54% female to 46% male. ‘Love Thy Neighbor’......... 43 37 
pda ee are now as many males a At _ 19, she hog so pictures females 44%; 18 to 30, males 52%, Notable that no pic of the 114; You'll Find Out’... sah lee Eg + & 37 
as females in the national film audi-|have both sexes in the bag and if| females 48%; 30 to 50, males 49%,| Subjected to fine-tooth scrutiny by Sa ta Fe Tr rn punks 56 
> Aine sees was a foolproof way to keep| females 51%; over 50, males 44%, | the Gallup forces pulled a greater | niet of Bagdad’.........., “4 se 
; ene the a findings, a et gross biz done by the| females 56%. ‘(Gallup points out|than 69% masculine preponderence | ‘Buck Privates’.............. 44 ss 
elling eae is. emp oyed, sheowe ere wou be no problem but that | that persons over 30 account for| (‘Return of Frank James’) whereas |‘Aloma of the South Seas’... 44 56 
this light on ticket situation: of repairing the cash registers. We| less than 35% of ticket buys,) femme topper in predonderance |‘Hold That Ghost’. .......... 44 56 
Because this problem is one of have found, however, that on both The Breakdown was ‘Rebecca’ with 71% of its pa-|‘Serseant York’.............. “ 36 
the most controversial in the mo-| younger and older—the descent in Breakdown of income groups re-|tfons accounted for by the some- ee eee ee eee Sang Ms 
tion picture industry, and because | industry would zoom so high that} veals th i rer i i i | Bde alge tgs a - 
t re y g at in the lower income|times skirted segment. | Cau toe in the. Geant’ 55 
ur pene usions differ markedly! film attendance is so sharp that’ brackets men outnumber women in! Recommended that showmen” lend “Blood ont Sand"... Pasceuet 4 ss 
-_ —~ Cone Blonde’........: 46 54 
. }*Torr MEN 55. oesxnep scence 40 4 
|‘Hunehback of Notre Dame’. 46 of 
Recery a Mounted Police’ 47 53 
1a WI cs cckicewesh peancis 47 53 
| ‘The Great Dictator’......... 47 53 
. Eowery moron ~— Again’... 47 53 
| "Tha a eee 47 53 
‘They Met in Bombay’....... 47 53 
| ‘Life Begins for Andy Hardy’ 48 52 
|‘Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde’... 48 52 
ee  @ eh: Bae 48 52 
‘Andy Hardy's Private Sec- 
, retary FO er eT eer re 48 52 
\‘Road to Zanzibar’......... . 48 52 
Bape cam of the Thin Man’... 49 51 
: : I io ks escape cacesse 49 51 
| Weekend in Havana’........ 49 51 
BY | Johnny NEE inde 6 viwaone 50 50 
\ | ‘Here Comes Mr. Jordan’... 50 50 
N ty | eg | aes arm 50 50 
fa ‘The Bride Came C.O.D.’.... 50 50 
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p % A aang PIE Ones 51 dee 
EE. WEEE wtcknds vanbee tee’ 52 48 
sl chelr a a P rmances oo Nes g bo Heaven’..6..6+0 88 48 
erfo ‘Ziegfelc Sais puna 66s siew 52 48 
pe ‘The Men in Her Life’....... 53 47 
BERLI N "You'll Never Get Rich’...... 53 47 
— Piven Serenade’....... 53 47 
No y Favorite Wife’.......... 53 47 
jst his great songs ‘Down Argentine Way’....... 54 46 
Road to Singapore’.......... 54 46 
y i a 54 46 
+ H Wa, Doctor Takes a Wife’.. 54 46 
MT Nasdebese« oe ere 54 46 
a & hd K A as ee RIN oad heciccévves 54 46 
vin his maste 1 directi ae Back the Dawn’....... 54 46 
rtu TN MN ayo bse Ge via 060026 54 46 
his “Tom, Dick and Harry’...... 54 46 
| and ‘Unfinished Business’........ 54 46 
l a ae ache q a ‘Mr. and Mrs. Smith’........ 55 45 
SONS. 2 TP EL LET PY Me NE Uae 
necoupall : Tf LTine soe ret oe cxiy Melabe 
vil their great 7 SCPE Sue ceipadcasoucscoxd Me 45 
‘ NE ares ci cickincaiesicterca OO 
: 7 2 A “The Man I Married’......... 35 . 
‘susan and God’,............ 55 45 
* * FOUR STAR ‘Lillian Russell’.............. 55 45 
- ie: Pe eee 56 s4 
U NT SOM RE OEE viscwicwsedes 56 44 
PNONGIOET os, cic kc ccctccets urs 56 44 
< } ‘They Knew Ihe ‘hey 
a aaahe produ on of a Y Wanted’ = in be = ; he se 57 43 
cti Saat ‘It Started With Eve’........ 57 43 
ee an €ilm= a masterp were TAG. BO oo ack os ics 58 42 
‘Penny Serenade’............ 58 42 
per fi ‘My Love Came Back’,...... 58 42 
“90, . BO, Ontte’ os éc0ccese 58 42 
‘Philadelphia Story’ ......... 58 42 
I: EI wo ctigesxcdccdvcers U0 41 
‘This Thing Called Love’.... 59 41 
DECC a The a fe mony egy nenbin 60 40 
nen Ladies Meet’.......... 61 39 
A ‘A Woman’s Face’........ 61 39 
‘Primrose Path’.......... . 61 39 
ost Unusual Albu ‘Kitty Foyle’.... 61 39 
ivi mi en A Mi ce aweswedsavsiece Me 39 
ee errs 38 
Ever To Be Released Re Moo econ s 3 
ie FR er 62 338 
“Waterloo Bridge’............ 63 37 
1 Coni re h ‘Pride and Prejudice’........ 64 36 
junc on 7 a iy 7 Heaven Too’. 64 36 
W "Ne GHEEAT si cbt ius o0 004000684 65 35 
: , RE RPS a ore 65 35 
oti °C n Pp : ct u re j ‘Blossoms in the Dust’....... 66 4 
y. M Fs oe se agai for Love’..... 67 33 
eo Mere Pere Tere erie 71 29 
Twelve t i 
r of the Irving Berlin hits from Answering the question WHY this 
siamount’s ‘esneaiiadtiy successful and WHY that, Dr. Gallup concludes 
new picture are included in this album. mt "has often been assumed th 
Sung by the stars of the show, with sae’ om Bevel ever Oa ag haat 
ence than 
accompaniment by Bob Crosby s Orches- ee caer mane ta aae 
tra, John Scott Trotter and his Orchestra, Siren 66. Morcae bewee 
the Music Maids and Hal and the Ken “when mixed couples attend 
: . ao When mixed couples attend to- 
arb gether (girl friend with boy friend, 
4 : husband with wife, brother with sis- 
fk , ter, etc.) we find that the female 
h | 7 is more often the chooser of the film. 
} But men attend the theatre alone 
b much more often than do women. 
ff ca The net result is that in 51 cases 
- - ; - qf out of every 100 the picture is chosen 
ty ‘ ‘ cs tw 4 077% % net ¢ ‘ | ahd ee Be ‘> c : t uma ) 1 9 by the male.’ ; 
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Chi B.0. Smash on Weekends: 
‘Letter -Ozzie Nelson Fine $44,000, 
Miniver’ 3d Wow Wk., 316, 2 Spots 





Chicago, Aug. 4. 

Weekends continue to be tremend- 
ous and it is merely a matter of 
seating capacity on_ Saturday and 
Sunday in the loop. Every available 
pew is warm from opening until 
closing, with a line in the lobby 
ready to gobble up any empty seat. 

Town currently is jammed with 
visitors and servicemen, with the 
visitors in mostly to see friends or 
relatives in nearby camps or bases. 
Also, there is quite an influx of 
weekenders just to see the sights. 


‘Mrs. Miniver’ continues to be the 
smash of the season, with holdouts 
regularly at both the United Artists 
and Apollo. ‘Tortilla Flat’ is also a 
long-run winner, being currently in 
the Garrick on its sixth week in the 
loop. ‘Kings Row’ is riding along 
excellently in the State-Lake in its 
fifth week and will go longer. 


‘Take a Letter’ is a winner in the 
Chicago coupled with Ozzie Nelson’s 
band on stage. 

Estimates for This Week 


Apollo (B&K) (1,290; 35-55-65-75) 
—‘Miniver’ (M-G) (3d wk). In the 
third week, b' the boxoffice re- 
action makes .. look like the first 
week; smashing through to great 
$12,000 again, after big $12,900 last 
week. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 
‘Take Letter’ (Par) and Ozzie Nelson 
band on stage. Strong combination 
will ring the register for excellent 
44,000. Last week, ‘Gentlemen West 

cint’ (20th) and Horace Heidt orch, 
fine $48,400. 

Garrick (Bé&:K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
-——‘Tortilla’ (M-G) and ‘Night New 
Orleans’ (Par) (3d wk). Makes it 
third week in this holdover spot and 
doing fine with $6,000, better than 
ever, after having taken $5,900 last 
week. 

Oriental (Iroquois) (3,200; 28-33- 
44-55-66)—‘Old California’ (Rep) and 
‘International Casino’ unit on stage. 
Dropping to meek $17,000. Last 
week, Milton Berle on stage scored 
mightily with $23,300 despite weak 
flicker, ‘Rubber Racketeers’ (Mono). 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 33-44-66-75) 
—‘Lady in Jam’ (U) and ‘Happened 
Flatbush’ (20th)( (2d wk). Going 
Cony $11,000 currently, after 

aving come up with good $15,400 
last week. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500: 35-55-65- 
75)—‘Tarzan New York’ (M-G) and 
Pacific Rendezvous’ (Col). Fair 
enough filler combination looks for 
$9,000 currently. Last week, ‘Grand 
Central’ 


(M-G) and ‘Bug Goes to 
Town’ (Par) meant little at $7,100. 
State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 35-55- 


65-75 )—‘Kin ‘s Row’ (WB) (5th wk). 
Rolling along in grand style and 
héading for big $13,000 currently, 


* following hot $14.100 last week. 


United Artists (B&K-M-G) (1 700; 
35-55-65-75) —‘Miniver’ (M-G) | (3d 
wk). Smasheroo, going to mammoth 
$19,000, after walloping $20,500 last 
week, 

* F*-§5. 
(RKO) and 
(RKO) (revivals) 


jf g¢ Kong’ 
Dangerous Game’ 
(2d wk). Just a few more months 
for this house, with theatre and 
uaeng taken over by Franciscan 
r for monaster 
Second week Uncen “teetentet on 
right at $4,000. 


week. following $5,300 last 


‘Ambersons,’ $6,500, 


‘Above All” $14,500, 
Jersey City Topper 


‘ Jersey City, Aug. 4. 
‘This Above All,’ playing the State, 
2,200-seater, is the current boxoffice 
power, 
Estimates for This Week 
Loew’s (Loew’s) (3,205: 30-35-40- 
55-60) — ‘Her Cardboard Lover’ 
(M-G) and ‘Maisie Gets Her Man’ 
(M-G). Nice $15,000. Last week, 
‘Married Angel’ (M-G) and ‘Nazi 
Agent’ (M-G), fairish $13,000. 
Stanley (WB) (4,500: 30-35-60-70) 
—‘Sgt. York’ (WB) (reissue) and 
‘Mayor 44th St.’ (RKO). Hoping to 
get average $14,000, provided ‘York’ 
. asn’t milked dry on previous visit 
here. Last week, ‘Big Shot’ (WB) 
and ‘Spitfire Sees a Ghost’ (RKO), 


potent $16,000. 

State (Skouras) (2,200; 30-35-55- 
60-75)—‘This Above All’ (RKO). 
Getting brilliant $14,500 and prob- 
ably will hold. Last week, ‘Gold 
Rush’ (UA) and ‘Are Husbands 
Necessary’ (Par), dismal $9,000. 


KAYE- KILLER’ 
FINE $23,000 - 
IN PITT 








Pittsburgh, Aug. 4. 

Big noises this week are Sammy 
Kaye's band, teamed with ‘Kid Glove 
Killer,’ at Stanley, and ‘Mrs. Miniver,’ 
cracking out sock second week at 
Penn, 

Reissue of ‘Sergeant York’ is doing 
fair but not spectacularly at Warner 
and shifts to the Ritz Thursday (6) 
for another seven days, while ‘This 
Above All’ is winding up downtown 
first-run satisfactorily at Senator, 
where it went after two-and-a-half- 
week engagement at Harris. 


Estimates for This Week 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,700; 40-55- 
66)—‘Eagle Squadron’ (U). Walter 
Wanger picture reopens house Sat- 
urday (8) after little more than a 
month’s shutdown. Prices hiked for 
engagement, first time this spot has 
ever advanced admission scale for an 
attraction, and big exploitation cam- 
paign has been under way for 10 
days now. ‘' 

Harris (Harris) (2,200; 30-40-55)— 
‘Flight Lieutenant’ (Col). Got off 
slowly and pans didn’t help any, but 
heavy weekend, when biz boomed 





of these revivals all | $90 000. 


everywhere downtown, helped 
|enough to send picture to Senator to- 


imerrow (5) for h.o. Should do around 
TSF OOO -Rezer-FA Lek better-—than..vas 


| expected. Last week, third of ‘This 
Above All’ (20th), nearly $4,000 in 
four days, okay. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 40-44-66) 
—‘Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
Holding up very well and should top 
Sticks for third week, first 
time a picture has ever been held 
that long at this house. Length of 
film, with entire bill running nearly 
three hours, preventing turnover nec- 
essary to do record-breaking biz, but 
nobody’s complaining with current 


Ritz (WB) (800; 30-40-55)—‘Take 


i 7 lgross, or with sizzling $26,000 last 
Nice in Montreal ‘ci 


Montres 

‘This Above All.’ = 
to $9,500 gross 
garner another 
the big hit of the summer season. 
Estimates for This Week 
; Palace (CT) (2,700; 30-45-62)—~ 
Magnificent Ambersons’ (RKO). 
Pointing to nice $6,500. Last week, 
Crossroads’ (M-G), $7,000, fine. 
. Capitol (CT) (2,700; 30-45-62)— 
Cardboard Lover’ (M-G) and ‘Pierre 
of.Plains’ (M-G). Fair $5,500. Last 
week, ‘Gentlemen West Point’ (20th) 
+7 as Martindales’ (20th), good 


Loew’s (CT) 
‘This Above All’ 
Smash $9,500 last 


Aug. 4. 


last week and will 


(2,800; 35-53-67)— 
(20th) (2d wk). 


Z i week, with fine 
97,000 in sight currently. 

‘rincess (CT) (2,300; ~40-52 )— 
‘Big Shee 0; 30-40-52) 


(WB) and ‘Happened’ in 
Flatbush’ (WB). Sighting fair $4,000. 
ast week, ‘Maisie Gets Man’ (M-G) 
$3200 eo naay Punch’ (M-G), fair 
Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 30-40-60)— 
‘Real Glory’ (UA) and ‘Winter Car- 
—_ ee rememes Weak $1,700. 
week, ‘Friendly E ies’ 
poor caeek: y Enemies’ (UA), 
- Denis (France-Film) (2,500: 
30-40)—‘Nuit de Feu’ and ‘L’Inno- 
cent.’ Best in sight will be $3,000, 
g00d €nough. Last week, ‘Mensonge 
e Nina Petrovna’ and ‘La Bataille 
pilencieuse, $3,700, 


good summer | 


and ‘Russian Front’ 


Letter’ (Par) 
| Doing just fair here after 


(Artkino). 


at Loew’s, played | satisfactory weeks at Penn and War- | 


iner. ‘Front’ added last week at 


$7,000 currently for |Warner, but, curiously enough, isn’t | 


attracting much attention despite 
lemphasis on Soviet news in head- 
llines. Looks like $2,200 here. Last 
lweek, ‘Ship Ahoy’ (M-G), which 
llanded here via same route, got 
about $2,300. 

Senator (Harris) (1,750; 30-40-55) 


|_This Above All’ (20th). Moveover 


lfrom Harris should better $3,500, very | 


By Night’ 


good. Last week, ‘Fly 
(U), justa 


(Par) and ‘Top Sergeant’ 
filler, $2,100. 

Stanley (WB) (3,800; 30-44-55-66 )— 
‘Kid Glove Killer’ (M-G) and Sammy 
Kaye’s band. Maestro bigger here 
than ever and heading for fine $23,- 
000 or better. Cloudburst-downpour 
opening night and subsequent heat 
hurt plenty, so heavy sugar Is really 
impressive. Last week, ‘Maisie Gets 
Man’ (M-G) and Skinnay Ennis, al- 
right $20,000. 

Warner (WB) 
‘Sgt. York’ (WB). 
| ously milked in downtown 


(2,000; 30-40-55)— 
Picture was obvi- 
sector 


originally, even coming back to 
small-seat Art Cinema several 
montths ago for extended run. 


Hardly likely to better $5,500 here, 
only fair, but moving nevertheless to 
Ritz Thursday (6) for continuance. 
Last week, “Take Letter’ (Par), 
moved from Penn, and ‘Russian 
|Front’ (Artkino), around $6,000. 





First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of Aug. 6 
Astor—‘The Pride of the Yan- 

kees’ (RKO) (4th week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ July 15) 


Capitol — ‘Tarzan’s New York 
Adventure’ (M-G). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ April 25) 


Criterion — ‘Invisible Agent’ 
(U) (5). 


(Reviewed in current issue) 


Globe—‘Eagle Squadron’ (U) 
(6th week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ June 17) 


Hollywood — ‘Yankee Doodle 
Dandy’ (WB) (11th week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ June 3) 


Music Hall — ‘Mrs. 
(M-G) (10th week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ May 13) 


Paramount—‘Holiday Inn’ (Par) 
(5). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ June 17) 


Rialto—'A-Haunting We Will 
Go’ (20th) (2d week). 

(Reviewed in ‘Varzety’ July 29) 

Roxy — ‘They All Kissed the 
Bride’ (Col) (2d week). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ June 3) 

Strand—‘Wings for the Eagle’ 
(WB) (2d week). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ June 3) 

Week of Aug. 13 

Astor—‘The Pride of the Yan- 
kees’ (RKO) (5th week). 

Capitol—‘Tarzan's New York 
Adventure’ (M-G) (2d week). 

Globe—‘Moscow Strikes Back’ 
(Artkino) (15). 

Hollywood — ‘Yankee Doodle 
Dandy’ (WB) (12th week). 

Music Hall—Bambi’ (RKO). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ May 27) 

Paramount—‘Holiday Inn’ (Par) 
(2d week). ~ 
Roxy—'The Pied Piper’ (20th) 
12). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ July 8) 
Strand—-‘The Gay Sisters’ (WB) 
14). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ June 3) 


‘ABOVE ALL’ BIG 
166 IN CLEVE. 


Cleveland, Aug. 4, 

Current biz only so-so outside of 
‘This Above All,’ which is digging 
extra good dough for August at the 
Hipp. ‘Crossroads,’ at the State, is 
doing a good week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Allen (RKO) (3,000; 35-40-45-55)— 
‘Ten Gentlemen’ (20th) (2d wk). 
Pretty fair $4,000 on moveover. Last 
week, ‘Juke Girl’ (WB) (2d wk), 
$4,400. 

Hipp (Warners) (3,700; 35-40-45- 
55)—This Above All’ (20th). One of 
season’s best war pullers, getting 
away fast to swell $16,000. Last week, 
‘Ten Gentlemen’ (20th), just so-so 
$11,000. 

Lake (Warners) (800; 35-40-45-55) 
~—‘Kissed Bride’ (Col) (3d wk). Oke 
jat $1,500.“ “Gast ‘week, ‘Suke Girl” 
| (WB) (2d wk), fairish $1,300. 

Palace (RKO) (3,700; 35-40-45-55- 
70)—‘Private Buckaroo’ (U) plus 
Lawrence Welk’s orch on stage. Film 
panned and vaude department also 
| weak; not more than mild $15,000 in 
| sight. Last week, ‘Moontide’ (20th) 
and Tommy Dorsey orch batted out a 
great score, approximately $228,000. 

State (Loew's) (3,450; 35-40-45-55) 
—‘Crossroads’ (M-G). Hepped up 
by Lamarr-Powell names, lined up 


Miniver’ 


























| for good $13,000 or bit better. Last 
week, ‘Jackass Mail’ (M-G), sour 
| $9,000. 


| Stillman (Loew’s) (1,872; 35-40-45- 
| 55)—‘Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G) (5th wk). 
Chugging along nicely toward $5,000 
= fifth sesh, after bagging $7,000 last 
rame 





Spy Ship’-‘Army’ Quiet 
| $13,500 in Blah B’klyn 


Brooklyn, Aug. 4. 

Holdover dual at RKO Albee, 
‘This Above All’ and ‘Mexican Spit- 
fire Sees Ghost,’ will emerge with 
top coin this stanza. Other houses 
SO-SO. 
| Estimates for This Week 
| Albee (RKO) (3,274; 30-40-50-55) 
| —‘This Above All’ (20th) and ‘Spit- 
| fire Sees Ghost’ (RKO) (2d wk). 
Satisfactory $14,500. Last week, 
| first-rate $20,000. 

Fox (Fabian) (4,023; 30-40-50-55)— 
‘Spy Ship’ (WB) and ‘True to Army’ 
| (Par). Quiet $13,500. Last week, 
‘York’ (WB) and ‘Was Framed’ 
(WB) (2d wk), okay $11,000. 
| Met (Loew’s) (3,618; 30-40-50-55) 
|—‘Maisie Gets Man’ (M-G) and 
‘Cardboard Lover’ (M-G). Fairish 
| $14,000. Last week, ‘Married an 
| Angel’ (M-G) and ‘Twin Beds’ (UA), 
| so-so $14,000. 

Paramount (Fabian) (4,126; 30-40- 
| 50-55)—‘Husbands Necessary’ (Par) 
|and ‘Submarine Raider’ (Col) (2d 
wk). Passable $12,000. Last week, 
rattractive $16,000. 


j 
| 


NY.B.0. in OK Tempo; ‘Wings Eagle’ 
Plus Barnet Husky $50,000, ‘Bride’ 
Sweet 466, ‘Yankees’ 3d Fine $26,500 





While the majoritiy of the down- 
town New York first-runs have hold- 
overs, two new big business-getters 
moved in during the past week. On 
the whole, grosses are hitting an en- 
tirely satisfactory stride for this 
time of the year. 


‘Wings For the Eagle’ and ‘They 
All Kissed the Bride’ are the fresh 
entries, both of which will earn h.o.s. 
Former, at the Strand with the 
Charlie Barnet band, will do close to 
$50,000, immense. ‘Bride,’ Roxy ten- 
ant, is not quite in the exceptional 
class, but at $46,000 or better is 
showing fine strength. 


Current holdovers are led by the 
miracle picture, ‘Mrs. Miniver,’ now 
in its ninth sock heat at the Music 
Hall. Within inches of the prior 
(8th) week, it will get about $94,000 
and goes a 10th round. It can’t re- 
main any longer due to prior com- 
mitments and a desire on the part of 
Metro to get the film rolling in the 
N. Y. territory. 


On the nine weeks ending tonight 
(Wed.), the tatal gross should be ap- 
proximately $916,000. It may be a 
long time until any picture, if ever, 
can stay at the Hall this ‘ong and 
roll up such a fancy gross. Nor is it 
likely, in terms of gross, that the 
same can be achieved in any other 
house anywhere. 


Paramount starts regular run of 
‘Holiday Inn’ today (Wed.), follow- 
ing a special premiere last night 
(Tuesday ) for the benefit of the Navy 
Relief Society, with tickets scaled 
from $1.10 to $5.50. With a large 
stageshow assembled for the occa- 
sion by Bob Weitman, house was a 
sellout for the one show, gross being 
nearly $20.000. The Skinnay Ennis 
band and Ink Spots wi'! be in the 
pitshow starting today (Wednesday). 


‘Pride of the Yankees’ continues to 
do itself proud at the Astor, with the 
current third stanza looking to end 
at awfancy $26,500, or better. Re- 
mains here indefinitely. 

Now in its 10th week at the road- 
show Hollywood, ‘Yankee Doodle 
Dandy’ continues a steady and agree- 
ably profitable pace. The ninth full 
semester hit $17,500, only $1,000 be- 
hind the prior stanza. 

Capitol is not doing well with 
‘Crossroads’ on holdover at no more 
than about $18,000 and lets it go to- 
night (Wednesday), with ‘Tarzan’s 
N. Y. Adventure’ slated to open to- 
morrow. 

The State is playing ‘Flight Lieu- 
tenant’ first-run this week, plus 
stageshow, including Barry Wood, 
Sheila Barrett, Jackie Miles and 
Georges and Jalna. Idications point 
to a take of $25,000, nice. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (Loew’s) (1,140; 55-65-$1.10) 
—‘Pride of Yankees’ (RKO-Goldwyn) 
(3d wk). Holding up excellently, 
this week (3d) looking $26,500, while 
the prior stanza (2d) was $28,000. 

Capitol (Loew’s) (4,620; 35-55-85- 
$1.10-$1.25)—‘Crossroads’ (M-G) (2d- 
final wk). On the light side at no 
more than about $18,U0U. Last wéek 
(Ist) was $26,000, okay. ‘Tarzan’s 
N. Y. Adventure’ (M-G) 
tomorrow morning (Thursday). 

Criterion (Loew’s) (1,062; 35-44-55- 
75)—‘Invisible Agent’ (U). Opens 
here today (Wednesday) following 
seven days of ‘Pierre of Plains’ 
(M-G), which got $8,500, okay. Be- 
hind that, ‘Maisie Geis 
(M-G) (2d wk) did very nicely at 
$9,000. 

Globe (Brandt) (1,250; 33-55-75-85) 
—‘Eagle Squadron’ (U) (5th wk). Still 


ing close to $10,000, and goes a sixth. 
Last stanza (4th) struck $12,000. 


Hollywood (WB) (1,225; 83-$1.10- 
$1.65-$2.20) —‘Dandy’ (WB) (10th 
wk). Rolling in good profit and re- 
mains here indef; last week (9th) 
was $17,500, close behind the pre- 
vious (8th) week’s take of $18,500. 


Palace (RKO) (1,700; 





65-75) —This Above All’ (20th) (2d 
run) and ‘Spitfire Sees Ghost’ 
|(RKO) (st run), dualed. Heading 


|for $9,500, or over, good. Last week, 
|‘Sergeant York’ (WB) and ‘Magnifi- 
| cent Dope’ (20th), both 2d run, 
$9,200. 

Paramount (Par) (3,664; 35-55-85- 
99)—‘Holiday Inn’ (Par) and Skin- 
nay Ennis band, plus Ink Spots on 
stage. Opens today (Wednesday) 
following special Navy Relief preem 
last night (Tuesday) at $1.10-$5.50, 
which grossed nearly $20,000 on 
preem. ‘Priorities on Parade’ (Par) 
and Phil Harris, Zero Mostel, Ann 
Miller, closed second short week yes- 
terday afternoon at 2 p.m. at $34,000, 
while initial seven days was $49,000, 
substantial profit. 

Radio City Music Hall (Rockefel- 
lers) (5,945; 44-55-85-99-$1.65 — 
‘Miniver’ (M-G) and stageshow (9th 
wk). This one is still here and it'll 
stay another week, too; currently, 
on ninth stanza, the gate should 
show $94,000, remarkable pull, while 
the eighth was $96,500. For the nine 
weeks this brings the gross to 
around $916,000. 

Rialto (Mayer) (594; 28-44-55)—*A- 





Haunting We Will Go’ (20th). This 
one looks $8,000, good. Last week, 


‘Tombstone’ (Par) did $6,000, fair 
enough. 
Roxy (20th) (5,886; 40-55-65-75-85- 


99)—‘They All Kissed Bride’ (Col) 
and stageshow. Started strongly and 
will end that way at $46,000 or bet- 
ter, holding over. Last week, second 
for ‘This Above All’ (20th) on move- 
over, $45,000, big. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 39-44-55-75- 
99-$1.10)—Flight Lieutenant’ (Col) 
and, on vaude bill, Barry Wood, 
Sheila Barrett, Jackie Miles, Georges 
and Jalna. Film here first-run and 
with aid of stageshow will account 
for take of about $25,000, sturdy. 
Last week, ‘Married an Angel’ (M-G) 
(2d run) and the Ray Herbeck orch. 
plus Adelaide Moffett and Russell 
Swann, $21,000, fair. 

Strand (WB) (2,756; 35-55-75-85-99- 
$1.10)—‘Wings For Eagle’ (WB) and 
Charlie Barnet. Smashing through 
for near to $50,000, extra fine, and 
holds over. Last week, second for 
‘Big Shot’ (WB), Jerry Wald orch 
and Judy Canova, $32,000, oke, 


Whiteman Plus 
‘Lover’ Huge 176 
Omaha's Leader 





Omaha, Aug. 4. 

Paul Whiteman’s band and show 
plus ‘Her Cardboard Lover’ are go- 
ing great at the Orpheum and headed 
for at least $17,000. Other sensation 
is ‘Mrs. Miniver’ single-featured at 
the Omaha, doing nice in its second 
week. Brandeis, too, has a holdover 


with ‘The Gay Sisters’ and ‘Joan of 
Ozark.’ 


Estimates for This Week 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 20-40- 
55-65)—Paul Whiteman band show 
and ‘Cardboard Lover’ (M-G). Smash 
$17,000 at least. Last week, ‘Gentle- 
men from Point’ (20th) and ‘Wolf 
Man’ (U), $7,200 at 15-30-44 scale, 
pretty good for straight pics. 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 11-30-44) 
—‘Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G) (2d wk).Fine 
$6,800 after a healthy opening week 
at $7,260. 

Brandeis (Mort Singer) (1,500; 10- 
25-35-40) —‘Gay Sisters’ (WB) and 
‘Joan of Ozark’ (Rep) (2d wk). Nice 
$4,500 after a great onening week of 
$5,800, big money in this house. 

Town (Goldberg) (1,400: 11-20-30) 
—‘Prairie Guns Smoke’ (Col), “Hellz- 
apoppin’ (U), ‘Top Sergeant’ (U), 





moves in| 


Her Man’ | Calling’ 
| (UA), light $700. 


drawing ’em, this week (5th) appear- | 


| sion. 


28-35-44-55- | 
$3,000 at 55c top. 








| 30-44-55 )—‘Mrs. 


triple split with ‘Robbers of Range’ 
(RKO), ‘Bombay Clipper’ (UU), and 
‘Roamin’ to Texas’ (Mono), ‘Juke 
Box Jenny’ (U), ‘North of Klondike’ 
U). Around $800, ordinary. Last 
|week, ‘Sundown Jim’ (20th), ‘Ellery 
|Queen’s Case’ (Col), ‘Moonlight Ha- 
| waii’ (U), triple split with ‘K. C. Cy- 
|clone’ (Rep), ‘Swing It Soldier’ (U), 
land ‘Wanderers West’ (Mono), ‘Paris 
(U), ‘Shanghai Gesture’ 





‘Miniver’ Record $7,000 
In Lincoln and Gets H.O. 


Lincoln, Aug. 4. 


‘Mrs. Miniver’ broke all attendance 
records for the Lincoln in its first 
week, with a chance that the gross of 
$7,000 may be topped the second ses- 
Chico Marx’s band was sensa- 
for the two-day stay, doing 
House full both 


tional 


days. 
Estimates for This Week 

Lincoln (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,503; 
Miniver’ (M-G). 
Terrific $7,000, and new record here, 
Will stay for another week. 

Nebraska (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1, 
236: 10-20-30)—‘Ghost Frankenstein’ 
(U) and ‘Hope Schuyler’ (20th). Av- 
erage $1,100. Last week, ‘Men of 





Texas’ (U) and ‘Sunny Side’ (20th), 
| below average $1,000. 

State (Noble-Overman) (986; 10- 
| 25-30)—‘She’s in Army’ (Mono) and 
‘Get Tough’ (Mono), Oke $1,100. 
Last week, ‘Rubber  Racketeers’ 
(Mono) and ‘Hillbilly Blitzkrieg’ 
(Mono), $1,200. 


Stuart (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,859; 
30-44-55 )—Chico Marx band on stage 
with ‘Night New Orleans’ (Par). Ex- 
ceptional $3,000 in two days. Last 
week, ‘Jackass Mail’ (M-G), good 
$3,100. 

Varsity (Noble-Overman) (1,100; 
10-30-44)—‘Friendly Enemies’ (UA). 
Not so good $1,800. Last week, ‘Big 





Shot’ (WB), robust $2,700. 
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T. Dorsey Lifts Dr. Bway’ to New Peak ‘Big Shot” $16,000 Tops 


In Philly, 416; 


Miniver’ Big 32/56 





Philadelphia, Aug. 4. 

Philly's film row. like its nitery 
belt, is jumpin’, Each weekend is 
beginning to resemble New Year's 
Eve with so many diversion seekers 
on the loose in midtown and unable 
to get out of town because of gas 
rationing. War workers and goverti- 
ment employees with money jing- 
jing in their pockets are jamming 
the film palaces. : 

Indicative of the spending spree Is 
the amazing take being rolled up by 
Tommy Dorsey's band and ‘Dr. 
Broadway’ at the Earle. An all- 
time high of $41,000 is in sight. Also 
in on the golden flood is ‘Mrs. 
Miniver’ with a sock $32,500. ‘Blue 
Horizon’ is also plenty forte. 

Estimates for This Week 

Areadia (Sablosky) (600; 35-46-57- 
68-75)— ‘Reap Wild Wind’ (¢Par) 
(2d run) (3d wk). Still going strong 
with bangup $4,000. ‘Gone With 
Wind’ (M-G) starts second run at 
pop prices, Friday (7). 

Beyd (WB) (2,569); 35-46-57-68)>— 
‘Magnificent Ambersons’ (RKO). 
Meagre $12,500. Last week, ‘Above 
All (20th) (3d wk), wound up third 
sesh with bright $13,800 in nine days. 

Earle (WB) (2,768; 35-46-57-68-75) 
—Dr. Broadway’ (Par) with Tommy 
Dorsey’s orchestra on stage. All- 
time records at this house likely to 
be broken with smashing $41,000. 
more than $5,000 ahead of previous 
high set by Brother Jimmy's band 
a couple of weeks ago. Last week, 
‘Old California’ (Rep) plus. Bill 
Robinson and Ella Fitzgerald’s band, 
neat $25,000. 

Fox (WB) (2,425; 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Blue Horizon’ (Par). Okay $14,000 
plus fairish $1,500 for extra Sunday 
showing at Earle. Last week, ‘Big 
Shot’ (WB) (2d wk), good $12,500. 

Kariten (WB) (1,066; 35-46-57-68) 
— ‘Gentlemen from Point’ (20th) (2d 
run). Good $5,000. Last week, 
‘Married Angel’ (M-G) okay $6,000 
for second week of initial run. 

Keith’s (WB) (2.220: 35-46-57-68) | 
—‘Big Shot’ (WB) (2d run). Keep- | 
ing up good work with $5,500. Last | 
week, ‘Tortilla Flat’ (M-G) fine} 
$5.000 for second run. 

Staniey (WB) (2,916; 35-46-57-68- 
75)—Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G). Biggest 
thing that’s hit here for years with 
solid $32,500, assuring long stay. 
Last week, ‘Gentlemen from Point’ 
(20th), fair $14,000 plus $1,800 for 
extra Sunday showing at Earle. 

Stanten (WB) (1,457: 35-46-57-68) 
—'Saboteur’ (U) (2d wk). Looks 
like satisfactory $6,500 after bangup 
$12,000 for initialer. 


‘Big Shot’ Hefty $9,500 
In Seattle; ‘Miniver’ 
Giant 136 in 2d Week: 
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Seattle, Aug: 4. 

‘Big Shot’ at the Orpheum, ‘Blue | 
Horizon’ at the Paramount, and | 
holdover of ‘Mrs. Miniver’ at the} 
Fifth Avenue dre attracting the most 
attention currently. ‘Miniver’ was} 
held a second week at the Fifth! 
while the run at the Paramount was | 
concluded after initial session | 
though business apparently justified 


a second session. Will get smas 
$13,060 in second stanza at Fifth 
Avenue slightly below fhe first! 


week. Opening week at both houses, 


close to $27,000, represents all-time | 


record in town. 
Opening and closing hours 
downtown stores were staggered this 


week in all-city campaign to elimin- | 


ate peak loads on street bus system, 
and new system apparently will 
help the b.o. 
Estimates for This Week 
Blue Meuse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 


| Squadron’ 


for 


Racketeers” 
itrol’’ (RKO), good $3,900. 





- 


‘Aunt Emma’ (Mono) credit for 
house attendance record, building to 
marvelous $11,000. Other film on 
dual bill was ‘Top Sergeant’ (U). 

Paramount (H-E) (3,039; 30-40-58) 
—Blue Horizon’ (Par) and ‘Dr. 
Broadway’ (Par). Anticipated $9.- 
000, strong. Last week, ‘Miniver’ 
(M-G) landed wonderful $13,300. 

Reosevelt (Sterling) (800; 30-40- 
58)—‘Juke Girl’ (WB) (3d_ wk). 
Moveover from Orpheum, going to 
good $3,200. Last week, ‘This Our 
Life’ (WB) (4th wk), big $3,600. 

Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 20- 
30)—"Twin Beds’ (UA) and ‘Wild 
Bill Hickok’ (WB), (3d run). Ex- 
cellent $2,900. Last week, ‘Court- 
ship Hardy’ (M-G) and Saboteur 
(U) (3d run?, okay $2,600. 


‘ABOVE ALL 





BIG 256, HUB 


=—- ——— 


Boston, Aug. 4. 

Sloppy weather and lots of it kept 
business at top speed this week with 
‘Mrs. Mimiver,’ at the State and 
Orpheum, making the loudest noise, 
sockeroo $66,000 for both spots. 
‘Magnificent Ambersons,” given a 
premiere hypo at the Memorial, is 
generally’ satisfying. while ‘This 
Above All’ at the Met is catching a 
neat, $25,000. 

A Coast Guard demonstration 
over the weekend pulled a formid- 
able crowd, theatres catching the 


overflow. 
Estimates fer This Week 
Besten (RKO) (3,200: 30-44-55- 


60)}—Broadway’ (U) and ‘Sing Wor- 
ries Away’ (RKO) (2d wk). Caught 
a corking $11,000 on holdover. Same 


St. Loo; ‘Squadron’ 146 


St. Louis, Aug. 4. 

‘Mrs. Miniver’ hung up an all-time 
‘record when it entered into its fifth 
|consecutive week at Loew’s, last 
| Thursday (30) by being the first film 
at pop prices to play more than four 
weeks in a local cinema. Rex Wil- 
liams, manager of Loew’s, estimates 
215,681 payees attended im the first 
four weeks and easily passing ‘San 
Francisco’ that played four weeks 
in 1936. 

Ambassador, after being dark for 
several weeks due to lack of ‘A’ 
product, relighted Friday (31) with 
‘Eagle Squadron’ at 10c¢ scale tilt. 
Not doing so well in this new spot, 
but will hit $14,000 or better. 

Estimates for This Week 

Leew’s (Loew) (3,172; 30-40-50)— 
‘Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G) and shorts (5th 
wk). Has gleaned $75,000 in four 
weeks and is sure of strong $13,500 
for the fifth session. Last week, 
sturdy $16,500. 

Ambassader (F&M) (3,000; 40-50- 
60) —‘Eagle Squadron’ (U) and 
‘United We Stand’ (20th). Shuggish 
opening doesn’t indicate better than 
$14,000. 

Fox (F&M) (5,000; 30-40-50)—‘Big 
Shot’ (WB) and ‘Flight Lieutenant’ 
(Col). A tTusty $16,000 for this 
dualer, Last week, ‘Blue Horizon’ 
(Par) and ‘Great Man's Lady’ (Par). 
Huge surprise for a wow $22,000. 

Misseuri (F&M) (3,570; 30-40-50) 
—‘Blue Horizon’ (Par) and ‘Great 
Man's Lady’ (Par). Moveover from 
the Fox should gross $7,000. Neat. 
Last week, ‘Wings for Eagle’ (WB) 
and ‘Ship Spy’ (WB), finished with 
$6,500, just above average. 

St. Lowis (F&M) (4,000; 30-40)— 
‘Murder Big House’ (WB) and ‘Bul- 
let Scars’ (WB). Good $5,500. Last 
week, ‘Favorite Blonde’ (Par) and 
— from Point’ (20th), fair 
4, : : 


Pride of Yanks’ 
Huge 206, Wash.: 





| 
; 








bill last week, super $14,000. 

Fenway (M & P) (1,373: 
‘Take a Letter’ (Par) and 
Dizzy’ (Par). Brought over from 
Met for okay $6500. Last week, 
‘Gun Hire’ (Par) and :Mokey’ (M-G). 


wasted away to $4,500. 
Keith sa Me = (2,900: 30- 


44-55-60 »—‘Magnificent Ambersons’ 
(RKO) and ‘Juke Box Jenny’ ‘(U). 
Neither fish nor fowl at $16,000, but 
not at all bad. Last week, ‘Eagle 
(U) and ‘You're Telling 
Me’ (U) (3d wk), great $17,000, and 
above expectations. 

Metrepelitan (M & P) (4.367: 30- 
44-55-60)—‘This Above All’ (20th) 
and ‘Happened in Flatbush’ (20th). 
Cruising for a smooth $25.000. Last 
week, “Take Letter’ (Par) and 
‘Henry, Dizzy’ (Par), $19,000. noth- 
ing startling. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900: 40-65- 
70)—‘Mrs. Mimiver’ (M-G). Hitting 
a terrific $38.000 at advanced prices 
for a record. Last week, “Tarzan’s 
N. Y. Adventure’ (M-G) and ‘Kid 


44-60) | 
fenry, 





‘Gay Sis’ $22,000 


Washington, Aug. 4. 

Keith's, helped by reserved-seat 
opening on ‘Pride of the Yankees,’ 
will ring up a walloping $20,000. This 
is great for this comparatively small- 
seater. Martha Raye, heading vaude- 
ville with ‘Jackass Mail,” at the Cap- 
itol, will have a solid sevem days. 
‘This Above All’ still is clicking well 
on its second week at the Palace. 
| Earle, with ‘Gay Sisters’ and mild 


week in prospect. 
Estimates fer This Week 
Capitol (Loew) (3,434: 28-39-44-66) 
— Jackass Mail’ (M-G), with vaude- 
yvle headed. by, Martha Rave. 422 





Glove Killer’ (Col), hefty $20,000 


and “Great Guy’ (WB). Sleener for 
hefty $6,000. Last week. ‘Rubber 
(Mona) and ‘Lost Pa- 





'premiere at $1.10 for all locations. 
| Slightly tilted scale promises to reach 
| $20,000 for eight days, sensational. 
Last week, ‘Magnificent Ambersons’ 





(850: 30-40-58)—“Take Letter’ (Par) ‘ 


and ‘Sweater Girl’ 
Good $3,600. 
$3,900. big. 

Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2.349. 30-40- 
58)—‘Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
Stupendous $13,000 Last week, 
socko, $13,500, slightly ahead of 
Paramount theatre. 

Liberty (J & vH) (1,650: 30-40-58) 
—Old California’ (Rep) and ‘Blondie 
Victory’ (Col). Big $6,700. Last 
week, ‘Flight Lieutenant’ (Col) and 
‘Returned to Life’ (Col), nice 
enough $6,300. 

Music Bex (H-E) (800- 30-40-58)— 
‘Jackass Mail’ (M-G) and ‘Happened 
in Flatbush’ (20th) (3d wk). Only 
getting mediocre $3.700. Last week. 
these two, swell $4,700. 

Music Hall (H-E) (800: 30-40-58 )— 
‘Real Glory’ (UA) (Reissue) and 
“Spitfire at Sea’ (RKO). Mild $4,700. 
Last week, ‘Syncopation®’ (RKO) 
and ‘Falcon Takes Over® (RKO) (2d 
wk), forte $2,500 in four days, 

Orpheum ‘H-E) (2.600: 30-40-58 )— 
*Big Shot’ (WB) and ‘Mad Martin- 
dales’ (20th). Superb $9.500. Last 
week, ‘Juke Girl’ (WB) (2d wk) and 
‘Framed’ (WB). nifty enough $6,200. 


(Par) (5th wk) 
Last week. same two 


Palomar (Sterling) (1,250: 23-36- 
58)—‘Private Buckaroo’ ‘U) and 
‘Rubber Racketeers’ (Mono), plus 


vaude. Oke $7,800. Last week, give 
Zasu Pitts, in person on stage and in 


Detroit, Aug. 4. 


Following solid runs last week, De- 
| troit is strong on the holdover side 
ieurrently, unusual for the season. 
|Michigan will be out in front this 
week, with plenty of strength in 
‘Beyond Blue Horizon’ and ‘Mister 
Vv Only other fresh bill is ‘at the 
Adams, usual switch-over house. 
which is o.k. with ‘Parachute Nurse’ 
and ‘Men of Texas.’ 

Fox is taking a big second week on 
| ‘This Above All’ and ‘Flying With 
Music,’ 
in My Heart’ from the Michigan. 
Exceptionally strong biz on ‘Ship 
Ahoy’ and ‘Fingers at the Window’ 
keeps this combo on at the United 
Artists. 

Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 50-65)— 
‘Parachute Nurse’ ¢Col) and ‘Men of 
Texas’ (U). Good $7,500. Last week, 





‘Horizon - Mister V Sturdy $21.000 
In Det.; “Above All’ Great 176, 2d Wk. x= “st oso 


while the Palms-State took | 
over ‘In This Our Life’ and “Always | 


‘Submarine Raider’ (Col) and ‘Tough 
as Come’ (U). choice $8,000. 

Fex (Fox-Michigan) (5,000: 50-65) 
—'This Above All’ (20th) and ‘Flying 
With Music’ (UA) (2d wk). Great 
$17,000 following a big $24,000 last 
week. 

Miehigan (United Detroit) 
50-65)—Blue Horizon’ (Par) and 
‘Mister V’ (UA). Sturdy $21,000. 
Last week, ‘Our Life’ (WB) and ‘AlI- 
ways in Heart’ (WB) (2d wk), strong 
$16,000 tucked onto $23,000 in first 
stanza. 

Palms-State (United Detroit) (3,- 
| 000; 50-65)—Our Life’ (WB) and ‘Al- 
ways in Heart’ (3d wk). Pair moved 
from Michigan look for a fair $11,000. 
Last week, ‘Big Shot’ (WB) and ‘Spit- 
fire Ghost’ (RKO), nice $12,000. 
United Artists ‘United Detroit) 
(2,000; 50-65)—‘Ship Ahoy” (M-G) 
| and ‘Fingers at Window’ (M-G) (2d 
|wk?. Fime $12.000 coming after big 
‘$17,000 last week. 


(4,000; 





vaudeville show, also has a bumper | 


Sera emt 7 





(RKO) (2¢ wk). Neat $8,500 in six 
days of second week. Excellent. 
Crson Welles feature got strong 
$20,000 on engagement. 

Metropolitan (WB) (1,600; 28-44)— 
‘Wings for Eagle’ (WB) (2d wk). On 
second sesh, nice $6,500. Last week, 


sturdy $9,000. 

Palace (Loew) (2,242; 28-55)— 
‘This Above All.” Winner from the 
start and should clock $16,000 on sec- 
ond week. Last week, same picture, 
grabbed terrific $23,000, slightly over 
expectations. 


‘MINIVER’ 176 
IN OKE MPLS. 





Minneapolis, Aug. 4. 

‘Mrs. Miniver’ is running away 
from the field this week. Hardly any 

icture has come here more widely 
Reralded, better exploited and so 
strongly praised. Fact that the pic- 
ture is living up to advance notice is 
likely to mean a new boxoffice 
record at the State, with sock 17,000. 

Fine product is bringing in a 
stream of ‘customer shekels to the 
boxoffice. There are two holdovers 
currently, ‘Kings Row’ and ‘This 
Above All,’ in their second and third 
weeks, respectively. Both have de- 
livered magnificentiy. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 17-28)— 
| ‘Tough As Come’ (U) and ‘Whisper- 
/ing Ghosts’ (20th). Good $2,000 for 
| five 
} 





days indicated. Last week, 
‘Butc’. Minds Baby’ (U» and ‘Grand 
Central Murder’ (M-G) split with 


‘Marie Roget’ (U) and ‘Mad Martin- 
| dales’ (20th), all first-runs, big $3,000 
}in nine days. 
| Century «P-S) (1.600; 30-40-50)— 
|‘Kings Row’ (WB) ‘(moveover from 
| State). Fine $5,300 in prospect. Last 
|week, ‘This Above All’ (20th) (2d 
'wk). big $5,300. 

Gopher ‘(P-S) (1,000; 28-30)— 
‘Annie Rooney’ ‘UA). Hard for 
SlLirlev Temple to make come-back, 
although film is liked and will get 
big $4,000. Last week, ‘Favorite Spy’ 
(RKO), fair $2,960. 

Orpheum (P-S) (2,800; 30-40-50)— 
|‘Saboteur’ (U). Thriller helped by 
spies’ trial and timeliness. Should 
get only modest $5,500. Last week, 
‘Syncopation’ (RKO) and Ozzie Nel- 
son band and Harriet Hilliard on 
stage, reached very big $17,500 at 
| tilted scale. 
| State «(P-S) (2,400; 30-40-50)— 
i ‘Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G). Year’s most 
|} eagerly awaited picture, smash box- 
office here. Doors open at 9:45 a.m. 
daily instead of customary 11 a.m. 
| Packing ’em in and skyrocketing to- 
‘ward record $17,000. Last week, 
}‘Kings Row’ (WB), very big $13.000. 





%, Ph) TP ann wm «| ) oP 
000, excellent. Last week, ‘Maisie) ~~ #9@# (Par) (1.209; 30-40 }-—"Gai 
Gets Man’ (M-G), with Vaughn Mon- | Sal (20th ). First neighborhood 


| showing and heading for good $3,700. 


roe’s band on stage. Blistering $31.- : ; 

Paramount (M & P) (1.800: 30-44- | 900 and broke emaiae day's ends Last week, Take Letter (Par), first 
60)—‘Take a Letter’ (Par) and| ance record. | nabe showing, good $3,200. ‘ 
‘Henry Dizzy’ (Par). In from the | ; 2 ' nate: i _ World (Par-Steffes) (350; 30-40- 
Met and clicking in a small way | pt Clmmbla (Loew) (1,234; 29-44) | 50-55)—This' Above All’ (20th). 
at $12,500. Last week. ‘Gun for | Take a Letter’ (Par). On way to) Moved here after big fortnight at 
Hire’ (Par) and ‘Mokevw’ (M-G), | Smart $6.000. Last week, ‘Moontide | State and Century. Trim $3,500 in 
fair $11.000. ; (20th), ditto. |prospect. Last week, ‘Suicide 
| State ‘Loew) (3.600: 40-65-70)_| Earle (WB) (2.216; 28-39-44-66)— | Squadron’ (Rep), good $3,000. 
i‘Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G). Slightly | ‘Gay Sisters’ (WB) with vaudeville. | vane = 
upped prices on on beam for thump- | Per ear Last week, ‘All Kissed ‘ 
ing $28,000 Last week, ‘Terzan’s! Bride’ (Col) with vaude, satisfactory | M h W he And 
N. Y. Adventure’ (M-G) and ‘Kid | $20,000. emp IS eat r 
|Glove Killer’ (Col), oke $15,000. | Meith’s (RKO) (1,830; 40-55-75)— | . é ° ? 

Transiwx (Translux) (900; 17-28-| ‘Pride of Yankees’ (RKO). Good Biz Hot; Gay Sisters, 
44-55 )}—‘They Raid By Night’ (PRC)| opening ballyhoo with reserved seat 


‘Above All’ $8,000 Each 


Memphis, Aug. 4. 
Trade and the weather continue to 
be torrid. Bullish trend felt particu- 
in terrific biz fe: “This Above 
All and ‘Gay Sisters’ at Loew's State 


a 
larly 


commands a 
healthy figure. 
to $25,000 in three weeks when its 
| first-run comes to an end Thursday 
| (6). 

Maleo has only a so-so split week 
w'th ‘Flight Lieutenant’ and ‘Meet 
the Stewarts.’ 

Estimates fer This Week 


Warner (WB) (2.000: 10-33-44)— 
‘Gay Sisters’ (WB). Heavy cam- 
paign and rave notices are upping 
this to about $8,000, terrific. Last 
week, ‘Old California’ (Rep), $5,000, 
swell. 

Maleo (Lightman) (2,800: 10-33-44) 
—Flight Lieutenant’ (Col), three 
days, and ‘Meet Stewarts’ (Col), four 
days. Weak split-weeker for only 
$4,200. Last week, ‘All Kissed Bride’ 
(Col), $7,300, big. 


Palace (Loew) (2,000: 10-33-44}— 
‘Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G) (3d -wk). 
Struther stuff struttin’ to $4,500, 


which is not third week hay. Last 

week, ditto h.o., $7,300, sockeroo. 
State (Loew) (2,600; 10-33-44)— 

‘Tis Above All’ (20th), Critics split, 





Will have done close | 


‘Masquerade’-Band Hot $25,000 In 
Indpls. Despite 


Heat; ‘Miniver’ 17G 


Indianapolis, Aug. 4. 
The town is enjoying a boom week 
in spite of season’s worst heat wave 
with Horace Heidt’s band show and 
‘Moonlight Masquerade’ at the Circle 
and ‘Mrs. Miniver’ at Loew's draw- 


ing | attention. Heidt looks a 
cinch for a spectacular $25,000 on 
his annual visit, best since Kay 
Kyser’s record-breaking $34,000 
week last month. ‘Miniver’ is living 
up to high expectations with $17,500 
with biggest opening at Loew's since 
‘Boom Town.’ 
“atimates fer Tihs Week 

Cirele (Katz-Dolle) (2,600; 30-40- 
55)—Moonlight Masquerade’ (Rep) 
with Horace Heidt band show on 
stage. Heidt combo pulling strong, 
with prospect for extra big $25,000. 
Last week, Sammy Kaye band with 
‘Dr. Broadway" (Par), fine $17,800. 

Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,200: 28-33- 
44)—Gay Sisters’ (WB) and ‘Spy 
Ship’ (WB). Average $8,000. Come- 
down from excellent $12,006 at 
slightly tilted prices with ‘Eagle 
Squadron’ (U) last week. 

Keith's (Ind) (1,200; 28-44)—'Call- 
ing All Stars’ on stage with ‘Escape 
From Crime’ (WB). Well paced, 
smartly varied vaudeville under unit 
heading, standard $4,000 in four-day 
run. Last week, ‘Escape Hong Kong’ 
«U) and ‘Surprise Party’ on stage, 
$3,900. 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,450; 34-45-55) 
—‘Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G). Playing to 
town’s top picture business, with 
lusty $17,000 in prospect and no 
signs of let-down. Prices advanced 
a trifle. Last week proved big sur- 
prise with $10,000 for ‘Married An- 
gel’ (M-G) and ‘Maisie Gets Man’ 
(M-G), latter being real draw. 

Lyrie (Katz-Dolle) (1.850; 40-44- 
55)—‘Eagle Squadron’ ‘U). Single 
featured with prices hiked a notch, 
in line for good $5,000 on moveover 
after excellent week at Indiana. Last 
week, ‘Take Letter’ ‘Par) and ‘Night 
New Orleans’ ‘Par), fair $4,200. 


‘Flight’ $8,500 Paces 
K. C. Fins; ‘Stardust’ 
And Bowes Unit, $9,000 


Kansas City, Aug. 4. 

Theatre attendance is on the better 
| side of average. Nothine outstanding 
lin the way of grosses, but several 
| Mims are holding up well. ‘Eagle 
| Squadron’ stays for a third week in 
| the Esquire and Uptown, at advanced 
| prices, plenty unusual. 
| Of the new bills ‘Flight Lieutén- 


lant’ toppins the Orpheum bill and 
|They All Kissed the Bride’ both are 











|figured fairly good. Towér combo 
| of Gene Autry’s ‘Stardust o: the 
|Sage’ and Bowes stage, unit keeps 
the pric> up to 50c top, and getting 


satisfactory play. 
Estimates fer This Week 


Esquire and Uptown (‘Fox Mid- 
west) (820 and 2.043: 1i1-40-55)— 
|‘Eagle Squadron’ (U) (3d wk). Un- 


|} usual for a third stanza here but still 
| pleasing at around $6,500, after last 
|} week’s bullish $9,000 and opening 
week’s sock $15,000. 


Midland (Loew’s) (3,500; 11-30-44) 





-‘All Kissed Bride’ (Col) and 

|‘Martin Eden’ (Col). lLairish $8.400. 
|Last week, ‘Tarzan's N> ¥. Ad- 
venture’ (M-G) and ‘Sweethearts 
Vleet’ (Col), $8,000. 

Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 11- 
30-44)—Tuice Letter’ (Par) (2d wk). 
|Carrying along nicely after strong 
first week for $6,000. Last week, 
$10,000, strong. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1.600; 11-30-44) 


“Flight Lieutenant’ (Col) and ‘Meet 
Stewarts’ (Col). Pair from Columbia 
/unusual in here, but good at $8.500. 
| Last week, ‘Big Shot’ (WB) and ‘Old 
California’ (Rep), nice $7,000 

Tewer (Joffee-Fox) (2.110: 11-30- 
| 50)—‘Stardust on Sage’ (Rep) with 
| Powes All-Girl revue on stage. hold- 
ting up 50c price level in effect here 
\for last several weeks. Getting re- 
{sults from Autry and Bowes show, 
; pleasing $2,000. Last week, ‘Frisco 
Lil’ (0) with Paul Whiteman band 
on stage at same scale, only six days 
fcr one of best grosses in months, 
| $13,000. Also slightly over expecta- 
tions. 





with inevitable ‘Mrs. Miniver’ com- 
parison. But will grab healthy $8,000 
anyway. Last week. ‘Tarzan’s New 
York’ (M-G), $4,200. al! right. 

Strand (Lightman) (1,000: 10-22- 
33)—‘Blue Horizon’ (Par) (2d run), 
three days; ‘Sullivan’s Travels’ (Par) 
(2d run), one day; ‘Atlantic Convoy’ 
(Col), and ‘Remarkable Andrew’ 
(Col), three days. Good $1.300. Last 
week, ‘Gal Sal’ (20th) (2d run), 
three days; ‘Kennel Murder Case’ 
(WB reissue), one day: ‘Three Sons 
Guns’ (WL) and ‘SOS Coast Guard’ 
(Rep), $1.700, nice. 
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‘Wings Eagle’ Ace Filmer in Frisco, 
$22,000; ‘Bad Men -F aith Bacon 106 





San Francisco, Aug. 4. 

A new combo  vaude-picture 
house joined the race for the plenti- 
ful coin around San Francisco, with- 
out noticeably affecting grosses at 
other spots. New house fs the Tivoli, 
which reopened with ‘Bad Men of 
Texas’ plus Faith Bacon heading 
stage bill. Very nice $10,000. 

‘Wings for the Eagle,’ at the Fox, 
is leading the straight filmers at a 
socko $22,000. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-40-55)— 
‘Wings for Eagle’ (WB) and ‘I Was 
Framed’ (WB). Going over big, 
socko $22,000. Last week, - ‘Maisie 
Gets Man’ (M-G) and ‘Old Cali- 
fornia’ (Rep), $22,000, huge. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 40-44- 
: 65)—‘Grand Central Murder’ (M-G) 
and Al Pearce and His Gang on 
stage. Al Pearce is main draw. Tre- 
mendous $23,000. Last week, ‘Mag- 
nificent Ambersons’ (RKO) = and 
stage show topped by Phil Regan 
(2d wk), $17,700, great. 

Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,440; 50- 
65)—'All Kissed Bride’ (Col) and 
‘Call for Ellery Queen’ (Col). Bring- 
ing bright $12,500. Last*week, ‘Eagle 
Squadron’ (U) and ‘About Face’ 
(UA) (5th wk), closed at strong 
$8,700, surprising for fifth sesh. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,470; 35-40- 


55)—‘Blue Horizon’ (Par) and 
‘Murder Big House’ (WB) (2d wk). 
Still fast at $14,000. Last week, 


$19,000, hefty. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,475; 35-40- 
55)—‘Maisie Gets Man’ (M-G) and 
‘Old California’ (Rep) (moveover). 
This one will clip off $7,500 for its 
second week on Market street. Last 
week, ‘Jackass Mail’ (M-G) ‘and 
‘Fingers at Window’ (M-G) (move- 
over), $8,009, big. 

United Artists (UA-Blumenfeld) 
(1,100; 35-40-55) — ‘Annie Rooney’ 
(UA) and ‘Blondie’s Blessed Event’ 
(Col) (2d wk). The second round is 
holding up to $7,200. Last week, 
$9,200, less than expected. 

Warfield’ (F-WC) (2,650; 35-40-55) 
—‘Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
They love ‘Miniver’ in Frisco and 
smash $20,000 is in sight for second 
week. Last week, $25,000, terrific. 

Tivoli (Blumenfeld) (1,590; 45-50) 
—Bad Men Texas’ (U), and stage 
show starring Faith Bacon. This 
theatre reopened as a combo house 
to a very big $10,000. 


‘Eagle Squadron’ Sock 
$13,000, Solo, L’ ville; 
‘Kissed Bride’ Oke 836 


Louisville, Aug. 4. 

Heavy money of the week is going 
to ‘Eagle Squadron’ at the Rialto. 
Prices have been slightly upped for 
this strongly exploited war pic play- 
ing solo and lines were in evidence 
over the weekend. “They All Kissed 
the Bride’ and ‘Submarine Raider’ at 
Loew’s State also is doing fairly 
well. 

Because the downtown houses are 
taking care of all the biz they can 
handle, nabe b.o. take is up. Ther- 
mometer has hovered over the nine- 
ties for the last week or more, but 
has caused no slackening in the pace. 


Estimates for This Week 


Brown (Fourth Avenue-Loew’s) 
(1,400; 15-30-40) — ‘Blue Horizon’ 
(Par) and ‘Sweater Girl’ (Par). First 
film is garnering sweet moveover biz 
at $3,000. Last week, ‘This Above 
All’ (20th), single-featured moveover 
from Rialto, good $2,500. 


Kentucky (Switow) (1,250; 15-25) 
— Pulham’ (M-G) and ‘Gun _ for 
Hire’ (Par), split with ‘Feminine 
Touch’ (WB) and ‘Courtship Hardy’ 
(M-G). Bettering average for $1,900. 
Last week, ‘Honky Tonk’ (M-G) and 
‘Tuttles Tahiti’? (RKO), satisfactory 
$1,800. 

Loew’s State (Loew’s) (3,300; 15- 
30-40)—‘All Kissed Bride’ (Col) and 
‘Submarine Raider’ (Col). Getting 
heavy play from femmes, and turn- 
ing in strong biz. Probably satis- 
factory $8,500. Last week, ‘Mrs. 
Miniver’ (M-G) (3d wk), ended a 
local run which created plenty of 
comment, catching oke $6,500. 

Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000; 
15-30-40)—‘Big Shot’ (WB) (2d wk). 
Single-featured for excellent $3,000 
after last week’s potent $5,000. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,400; 18- 
40-48-60) — ‘Eagle Squadron’ (U). 
Prices slightly elevated for this 
Single-feature engagement. Film was 
Siven tremendous exploitation and 
biz is plenty strong. Capacity houses 
were the rule from opening and 
poet fap the moment. apeenitons 

or plenty of coin, probably big 
$13,000. Last week, ‘Blue Horizon’ 
5a) and ‘Sweater Girl’ (Par), nice 


Strand (Fourth Avenue) (3,400; 15- 
30-40)—‘Old_ California’ (Rep) and 
‘Moonlight Masquerade’ (Rep). House 
iS Cnjoying an upturn in biz, and 
current week is shaping up okay at 
fine $3,000. Last week ‘Gunga Din’ 
(RKO) and ‘King Kong’ (RKO) (re- 
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Broadway Grosses 


+ ee 


Estimated Total Gross 
TE EE ies an sks $333,500 
(Based on 12 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Me FO s wc kceiccecdca $294,400 
(Based on 12 theatres) 


MINIVER’ 306 
BALTO TOPPER 


Baltimore, Aug. 4. 

‘Mrs. Miniver’ has taken command 
of doings here and is pushing the 
big Loew’s Century into one of the 
biggest takes in house history. In 
second slot ig the llth anniversary 
show of the combo Hipp which leans 
heavily on flesh to support ‘The 
Magnificent Ambersons’ toward 
favorable returns. Rest of town 
fairly steady. 

Estimates for This Week 


Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 17- 
28-35-40-55-60) ‘Mrs. Miniver’ 
(M-G). Biggest thing here in moons 
and at slightly upped scale indicates 
a wham $30,000. Last week, ‘Cross- 
roads’ (M-G) (2d wk), fairly good 
$7,200 to sdlid opening round at 
$14,700. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240; 
17-25-28-38-44-55-66) —- ‘Magnificent 
Ambersons’ (RKO) pblus 11th anni- 
versary stage layout headed by Bert 
Wheeler and Ned Sparks in p.a. 
Owing it mostly to flesh portion, nice 
$16,000. Last week, ‘Happened in 
Flatbush’ (20th) plus plenty of help 
from Andrews Sisters and Dick 
Rogers Orch on stage, very solid 
$22,200. 











Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,406; 17- 
28-35-40-55)—‘Men of Texas’ (U). 
Nice $9,000. Last week, ‘Lady in 


Jam’ (U), $10,300. . 

Mayfair (Hicks) (980: 20-40)— 
‘Night New Orleans’ (Par). Fairish 
$3,500. Last week, ‘Old California’ 
(Rep) stayed an extra week to total 
strong $6,900 for the brace. 


New (Mechanic) (1,581; 17-28-35- 
44)—This Above All’ (20th) (4th 
wk). Around $4,000, okay and mak- 
ing sock total of $27,900 estimated 
for run. Last week, about $4,500. 


Stanley (WB) (3,286; 17-28-40-55) 
—‘Juke Girl’ (WB) (2d wk). Mild 
$8,000 after surprisingly strong first 
sesh at $16,400. 

Valencia (Loew’s-UA) (1,450; 17- 
28-44-55) — ‘Crossroads’ (M-G) 
(moveover). Attracting some trade 
at $4,000 after nice two-week stanza 
in downstairs Century. Last week, 
‘Calling Dr. Gillespie’ (M-G) fairly 
well at $3,300. 





‘WINGS FOR EAGLE’ HIGH 
FLIER IN PORT., $8,000 


Portland, Ore., Aug. 4. 

Most houses opening with new 
product this week. ‘Wings for the 
Eagle’ is leading the town with hefty 
takings at the Paramount. ‘Lady in 
a Jam’ is pulling well at the Broad- 
way. ‘Mrs, Miniver’ still riding high 
in a fourth week at the United Art- 
ists, total for present session being 
virtually the same as in third week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (1,900; 35-40- 
50)—‘Lady in Jam’ (U) and ‘Drums 
Congo’ (U). Looks like good $7,000. 
Last week, ‘Maisie Gets Man’ (M-G) 





and ‘Pierre. Plains’ (M-G), high 
$8,000, and moved to Mayfair. 
Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,- 


500; 35-40-50)—‘Maisie Gets Man’ 
(M-G) and ‘Escape Hong Kong’ (U). 
First is moveover from Broadway, 
taking okay $5,000. Last week, ‘All 


Kissed Bride’ (Col) and “Suicide 
Squadron’ (Rep), over for nice 
$5,000. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,800; 35-40-50)—‘Gentlemen from 
Point’ (20th) and ‘Falcon Takes 
Over’ (RKO). Nice $6,900. Last 


week, ‘Take Letter’ (Par) and ‘Hap- 
pened in Flatbush’ (20th) (4th wk), 
grand $6,000, and moved to Music 
Box. es 

Paramount (H-E) (3,000; 35-40-50) 
—Wings for Eagle’ (WB) and 
‘Henry, Dizzy’ (Par). In line for 
great $8,090. Last week, ‘Magnificent 
Dope’ (20th) and ‘Submarine Raider’ 
(Col), robust $8,500. 

United Artists (Parker) (900; 35- 
40-50)—‘Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G) (4th 
wk). Holding up to whopping big 
$7,500, following a third week at 
strong $7,500. 


“GAY SISTERS’, $13,600, 
GOOD IN DULL CINCY 


Cincinnati, Aug. 4. 

With but two fresh releases, and 
hindered by a heat spell in first half, 
cinema center’s b.o. score is under 
par and considerably below the past 
fortnight’s favorable stage. - 

‘Gay Sisters,’ at the Albee, is far 
in front with a swell figure, and 
‘Jackass Mail’ is okay for Keith’s. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300: 33-40-50)— 
‘Gay Sisters’ (WB). Swell $13,000. 
Last week, ‘Blue Horizon’ (Par), 
okay $11,000. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 17-40-44- 
60)—‘Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G) (5th wk). 
Very good $7,000. Last week (4th), 
socko $8,500. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 17-28)— 
‘Mad Martindales’ (20th) and ‘Mys- 
tery Marie Roget’ (U), split with 
‘Danger in Pacific’ (U) and ‘Silver 
Bullet’ (U). Seasonal $2,000. Same 
last week for ‘Powder Town’ (RKO) 
and ‘Come on Danger’ (RKO), 
divided with ‘Home Wyoming’ (Rep) 
and ‘Westland Case’ (PRC). 

Grand (RKO) (1,430; 40-44-60)— 
‘Eagle Squadron’ (U) (3d wk). All 
right $4,500. Last week (2d), good 
$6,500. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 33-40-50) 
—Jackass Mail’ (M-G). Fine $7,000. 








Basie Boosts ‘Suicide’ to $19,500, 
Standout in L.A.; ‘Gay Sis’ Trim 286, 
Eagle Squadron’ Big $24,100 in 2d 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
Tee WOO. . 2s cnceses $1,470,500 
(Based on 26 cities, 186 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, tncruding 
N 


a on 
Total Gross Same Week 
Se ere $1,405,600 


(Based on 27 cities, 168 theatres) 


MINIVER’ SMASH 
$20,000 IN BUFF. 


Buffalo, Aug. 4. 

‘Mrs, Miniver’ is the prize package 
on the main stem thé current round. 
At increased admish scale and 
hypoed by heavy splurge of display 
advertising, opus is whizzing along 
at sizzling pace. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 35-55)— 
‘Wings for Eagle’ (WB) and ‘Sweater 
Girl’ (Par). Routine bill, routine 
biz; maybe $10,000. Last week, 
‘Magnificent Dope’ (20th) and Glenn 
Miller orch on stage, hit tallest tally 
in many seasons at $31,000. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 44-65) 
—‘Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G). Should see 
great $20,000. Last week (35-55c), 
‘Great Man’s Lady’ (Par) and ‘Gun 
for Hire’ (Par), nifty $14,000. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 30-45)—‘Great 
Man’s Lady’ (Par) and ‘Gun for 
Hire’ (Par). Sturdy pace, $8,500. 
Last week, ‘Crossroads’ (M-G) and 
‘Happened Flatbush’ (20th), over 
$8,600. 

Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300; 30-44) 
—‘Lady in Jam’ (U) and ‘Drums of 
Congo’ (U). Substantial $10,000. 
Last week, ‘Flight Lieutenant’ (Col) 
and ‘Shut Big Mouth’ (Col), ditto. 

20th Century (Ind.) (3,000; 30-44) 
—Favorite Wife’ (RKO) (reissue) 
and ‘Girl Alaska’ (Mono). Pancak- 
ing to $5,000. Last week, ‘Magnifi- 
cent Ambersons’ (RKO) and ‘Lady 
Scareface’ (RKO), fair $8,000. 














Last week, ‘Take Letter’ (Par) (2d 
run), dandy $5,500. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 28-33-42)— 
‘Take Letter’ (Par). Second move- 
over for third stanza on front line. 
Fair $3,500. Last week, ‘Gunga Din’ 
(RKO) and ‘King Kong’ (RKO) (re- 
vivals), nine days, excellent $5,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 33-40-50)— 
‘This Above All’ (20th) (2d wk). 
Mild $7,000, after last week’s wham 
$13,500. 








Three war pictures, of inspirational sort that the 








Last-named, 


topping filmers in 


NATIONAL BOXOFFICE SURVEY 


Three War Pictures, ‘Miniver,’ ‘Eagle Squadron,’ ‘Above All,’ 


Dominate Keys—‘Gay Sis,’ “Wings Eagle’ Big Newcomers 


San Francisco, looks 


industry has been hurrying to get to the public, are 
head and shoulders above most competing product 
this week. The big three are ‘Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G), 
‘Eagle Squadron’ (U) and ‘This Above All’ (20th), 
according to reports from ‘Variety’ correspondents, 
The trio is getting the top money as well as most 
playdates in principal key cities. 
‘Miniver’ again is attracting greatest attention. Aside 
from its remarkable $94,000 in ninth week at N. 
Music Hall, it is sockeroo $66,000 in two Boston houses, 
on the beam with huge $20,000 in second Pittsburgh 
week, topper in Baltimore at wham $30,000, biggest in 
Philadelphia in years at $32,500, lusty $17,000 in In- 
dianapolis, smash $20,000 for second San Francisco 
session, record $17,000 in Minneapolis, plenty good at 
above $28,000 in three L. A. spots, smash $20,000 in 
Buffalo, $13,500 in fifth St. Louis week, solid third 
week in Providence, big fourth stanza Portland, rec- 
ord in Lincoln, good fifth Cincinnati session, giant 
$13,000 for second Seattle week and good fifth Cleve- 
land frame. 
"This Above All’ rates next in playdates, but about 
even with ‘Eagle Squadron’ in coin. ‘All’ is a smoo 
$25,000 in Boston, a great $18,000 Newark second week, 
sock $16,000 in Cleveland and same for second session 
Washington, great $17,000 second Detroit week, nifty 
$14,500 in Jersey City and same for second Brooklyn 
session, robust $8,000 Memphis and $7,000 for smash 
second Montreal stanza. ‘Squadron’ is easily topping 
Louisville with terrific $13,000, is racking up a torrid 
$24,100 in second L. A. session, hefty $16,000 in Den- 
ver, same for strong Providence second stanza, $14,000 
in St. Louis, good on moveover in Indianapolis and 
nice $10,000 on its fifth N. Y. week. 
Of the new entries, ‘Gay Sisters’ (WB), Crossroads 
(M-G) and ‘Wings for Eagle’ (WB) look most likely. 





issues), great $5,000, 


a socko $22,000, is leader in Portland with a big $8,000, 
extra fine $50,000 in N. Y. at the Strand (holding over), 
nice $10,000 in Buffalo and same on second D.C. ses- 
sion. ‘Sisters’ is listed as terrific in Memphis, trim 
$22,000 in Washington, average in Indianapolis, $13,000 
in Cincy and topping the filmers in L. A. with smart 
$28,000. ‘Crossroads,’ just getting started, is good 
$13,000 in Cleveland, but only mild $18,000 for second 
N. Y. session, 

Additional reports show ‘Magnificent Ambersons’ 
(RKO) doing better. It’s credited with a nice $16,000 
in Baltimore, good $9,000 in Denver, trim in Mon- 
treal, not bad at 16G in Boston and $12,500 in Philly. 
‘Take a Letter, Darling’ (Par) is a sock $16,500 in 
Denver, fine moveover in Boston for $19,000 and 
strong on second K. C. session. 

‘Pride of Yankees’ (RKO) is heading for a sensa- 
tional $20,000 in Washington, aided by $1.10 preem, 
and an excellent $26,500 third week at New York’s 
Astor theatre. ‘Yankee Doodle Dandy,’ roadshowing 
in N. Y., continues with profitable $17,500 on its ninth 
frame. ‘Priorities on Parade’ (Par) got oke $34,000 in 
6%-day second week at N. Y. Paramount. 

Another newcomer, ‘Flight Lieutenant’ (Col) tops 
straight film houses in K. C., is surprising at $10,000 in 
Providence, sturdy $25,000 in N. Y. aided by strong 
vaudeville and is oke in Pitt. ‘They All Kissed the 
Bride’ (Col) is a solid $46,000 at New York’s Roxy 
and holds, is bright in Frisco and Louisville, but only 
fairish in K. C. ‘Lady in Jam’ (U) is listed as good in 
Portland and will get a trim $10,000 in Buffalo. 

‘Beyond Blue Horizon’ (Par) augurs a fast $14,000 on 
Frisco holdover, is nice in second Providence week, 
rates as leader in Detroit at healthy $21,000 and will 
be okay $14,000 in Philly. “Bad Men of Texas’ (U) 
is doing surprisingly well, with a big $10,000 in Frisco 
and nice $9,000 in Baltimore. 








Los Angeles, Aug. 4. 

The heat lifted and business should 
have been good, because of army 
and navy paydays over the week- 
end. But this additional coin failed 
to boost grosses beyond normal 
business intake. Orpheum, with 
Count Basie band on stage and 
‘Suicide Squadron,’ is the only socko 
attraction in town with $19,500. 

Warner's Hollywood and Down- 
town heads the parade of straight 
filmers with ‘Gay Sisters’ a smart 
$28,000 for both houses. Second ses- 
sion of ‘Eagle Squadron,’ with ‘Mis- 
sissippi Gambler’ added, is hitting a 
strong $24,100 at the Hillstreet and 
Pantages, which is better than some 
recent first weeks at these two thea- 
tres. ‘Magnificent Dope,’ topping the 
dual bills at the State and Chinese, 
is only fair at around $23,000. The 
two Paramount houses are weak at 
$20,500 with ‘Men of Texas’ and ‘Joan 
of Ozarks.’ 

Weekend trade continues to ace 
count for 60° of the week’s total at 
all. deluxers, 

Estimates for This Week 

Carthay Circle (F-WC) (1,516; 35- 
44-55-65-75)—‘Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G) 
(2d wk). Looks like comforting 
$8,000. Last week, fine $9,500. 

Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2,034; 33- 
44-55-65-75) — ‘Magnificent Dope’ 
(20th) and ‘Happened in Flatbush’ 
(20th). Barely satisfactory at $9,400, 
Last week, ‘Miniver’ (M-G), came 
through with socko $17,009. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 33-44-55- 
65-75 )—Gay Sisters’ (WB). Opened 
well and heading for spirited $15,000. 
Last week, ‘Wings for Eagle’ (WB) 
(2d wk), so-so $8,500. 

Four Star (UA-WC) (900; 33-44-55- 
65)—‘Ships with Wings’ (JA) (2d 
wk). Light $1,500 in six days, after 
normal $2,000 for initial stanza. 

Hawaii (G&S) (1,100; 33-44-55-65- 
75)—‘Ballerina’ (Indie) and ‘Met On 
Skis’ (indie). Again trying with 
arty subjects, because of product 
shortage and hoping for $1,600 
in four days. Last week, ‘Or- 
ders from Tokyo’ (Indie) and 
‘Our Russian Front’ (Indie), weak 
$3,200. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 33-44-55- 
65-75) —‘Gay Sisters’ (WB). Headed 
for nice $13,000. Last week, ‘Wings 
for Eagle’ (WB) (2d wk), $6,500. 

Orpheum (D’town) (2,200; 33-44- 
55-65)—‘Suicide Squadron’ (Rep) 
with Count Basie band on stage. 
Using only one feature but Basie 
crew packing plenty socko at $19,500, 
Last week, ‘Scattergood Rides High’ 
(RKO) and ‘Murder Big House’ 
(WB), with Frank Fay on stage, 
mild $11,000. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 44-55-65-75) 
—‘Eagle Squadron’ (U) (2d wk) and 
‘Mississippi Gambler’ (U). Should 
collect solid $10,300, with ‘Gambler’ 
added. Last week, sockeroo $18,000. 


Paramount (F&M) (3,596; 33-44- 
55-65-75) —‘Joan of Ozarks’ (Rep) 
and ‘Men of Texas’ (U). Will get 


by with $13,000. Last week, ‘Lady in 
Jam’ (U) (3d wk) and ‘Blue Hori- 
zon’ (Par) (2d wk), went out swing- 
ing with hefty $10,500. 
Paramount Hollywood (F&M) 
(1,409; 44-55-65-75)—‘Joan of Ozarks’ 
(Rep) and ‘Men of Texas’ (U). Will 
get an okay $7,500. Last week, ‘Lady 
in Jam’ (Par) (2d wk), finished with 
fairish $6,000. 
Hillstreet (RKO) 
65)—‘Eagle Squadron’ (U) (2d wk) 
and ‘Mississippi Gambler’ (U) (ist 
wk), Strong $13,800. Last week, ‘Eagle 
Squadron’ soloed, great $21,000. 
State (Loew-WC) (2,204; 33-44-55- 
65-75) — ‘Magnificent Dope’ (20th) 
and ‘Happened in Flatbush’ (20th), 


(2,872; 33-44-55- 


Just over wire with $13,500. Last 
week. ‘Miniver’ (M-G), roaring 
$20,300. 


United Artists (UA-WC) (2,100; 33- 
44-55-65)—‘Miniver’ (M-G} (2d wk). 
Pointing for smart $11,300 to top 
first week take of $8,600. 

Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296; 33-44-55- 
65 )—‘Miniver’ (M-G). Should garner 
$9,200, plenty good, after smash first 
week of $11,500. 





Mexico Nixes Metro’s 
Film Script on Madero 


Mexico City, Aug. 4. 

Metro’s script of the life of Fran- 
cisco I. Madero, Mexico's first Revo- 
lutionary President, who took the 
chair in 1911, and was assassinated 
in February, 1913, was rejected by 
the film censoring and supervision 
department to which it had been 
submitted for okay. 

Understood that the department 
found the story untrue to history 
and that of the life and character 
of Madero. In its rejection, depart- 
ment asked Metro to have Mexican 
historians of recognized prestige col- 
laborate with its scenarists in ree 
writing the scripts. 
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Loew and RKO Theatres in N.Y. 
Veering to ) and 2-Day Skeds 








While no set policy on change days 
over the Loew or RKO circuits in 
the Greater New York area is being 


established, the number of shows 
booked for two-day stands is in- 
creasing and ultimately these chains 
may adopt such engagements as a 
steady diet in most of their theatres | 
each week, the other show going five 
days. 

In an effort to eliminate the neces- 
sity of buying poorer pictures under 
the former split week (4-3) policy, 
Loew’s about six fhonths ago tried 
out playing shows five days, four 
days and five. Under this plan 
where duals were used a total of 
six pictures were required for two 
weeks instead of the former eight. 

This was experimented in 48 of 
the 71 Loew theatres in the Greater 
New York zone. Now the circuit is 
varying the plan, with result most 
houses play a 5-4-5 split or a 5-2-5, 
depending on product, holidays that 
come along and other factors. This 
is true mostly of the better-class 
nabes, Loew’s having some lesser 
houses that. make two changes 
weekly, some as many as three, and 
play a large amount of product. 


While it has been felt in some 
quarters that the public has become 
confused in shifting of change days, 
especially when Loew’s went to 
5-4-5 plan, on the other hand doubt 
is expressed that this has generally 
been the case since ads are printed 
by RKO and Loew’s in the dailies 
listing shows on display. 

Many of the RKO houses are on 
a full-week policy while others play 
shows five days and two days, de- 
pending on the neighborhoods and 
the product. It went into the 5-2 
policy in the poorer nabes only re- 
cently, split formerly having been 
4-3. 


Atlanta Ball Club’s 
Query on Bingo Causes 
Clamp on Theatres 


Atlanta, Aug. 4. 


More than 20 neighborhood thea- 
tres and one downtown house were 
told by Chief of Police M. A. Horns- 
by that lottery games, variously 
called ‘Bingo,’ ‘Comet’ and ‘Lucky,’ 
were in violation of a city ordinance 
and theatre managers were ordered 
to call a halt to this added attrac- 
tion as soon as the current jackpots 
are emptied. 

For many years a strong drawing 
ecard for the small nabes, bingo 
in recent months switched to War 
Bonds as prizes instead of cash. The 
Rialto, one of the smaller first-run 
downtown theatres, managed by 
Bill Murray, contended that the new 
order might not affect them since 
bingo was a game of skill (quiz 
competition) at this particular thea- 
tre. 


The action on the part of the 
police department was brought on 
by a request of the Atlanta ball 
club that it be permitted to conduct 
such a game in the stands of the 
ballpark. Upon checking the legal- 
ity of such a game, police officials 
found that the theatres were in vio- 
lation of the law. 


FIRST “M. P. LETTER’ 
(PRESS) ISSUED INN. Y. 


Initial ‘Motion Picture Letter’ is- 
gued by the Public Relations Com- 
mittee, eastern division, went out last 
week as part of the industry’s im- 
proved public relations setup. PRC 
decided on the ietter early this year 
but has struggled for months trying 
to reach a working formula which 
would be satisfactory to all eight 
major companies. First letter covers 
the work of the War Activities Com- 
mittee of the film business together 
with other active work the industry 
is doing to promote the nation’s suc- 
cessful war effort. 

PRC included a footnote on the 
first ‘letter’ issue explaining that it 
is not copyrighted and may be fre- 
produced with or without credit. It 
also explains the setup of the PRC 
and where additional information on 
the film business may be obtained 
(PRC headquarters, with the Motion 
Picture Producers & Distributors 
headquarters in New York). 














'PREVIEW ‘WAKE IS. 


IN 2 MARINE BASES 


‘Wake Island,’ which will not be 
released until Sept. 25, may have two 
preview showings at Marine bases at 
Quantico, Va., and San Diego, Calif. 
The Marine Corps has asked that Par 
show the film in both spots at the 
camp theatres. There would be no 
admission charge. 

Bob Gillham is working on plans 
in this connection as well as a special 
campaign on ‘Wake,’ which would be 
pre-relgased, under plans, in a num- 
ber of key situations. 

Al Wilkie, publicity manager for 
Par, left last night for Quantico to 
discuss a possible preview there. 


Coast ‘Build Ships’ 
Preem of ‘Dandy’ Aims 
For $6,000,000 Take 


Hollywood, Aug. 4. 

‘Build Ships’ premiere of “Yankee 
Doodle Dandy,’ at .Warners Holly- 
wood theatre Aug. 12, with War 
Bonds scaled from $25 to $25,000 
serving as admission, got away to a 
fast pickup last week, and a few 
days after the seat sale opened the 
count verged close to $1,000,000. Goal 
of Treasury Department officials here 
is any figure that passes the New 
York bond sale premiere of ‘Dandy,’ 
which reached $5,750,000. There is 
a highly optimistic feeling that the 
objective will be achieved. As early 
as last Friday, with the premiere 
nearly two weeks off, it was an- 
nounced that all seats scaled up to 
$100 had been sold. 

Full proceeds of the gala event will 
be utilized to build three 10,500-ton 
Liberty ships as part of the Maritime 
Commission’s program of 224 such 
craft. 

One of the early purchasers of $25,- 
000 bonds was James Cagney, who 
plays the George M. Cohan role in 
‘Yankee Doodle Dandy.’ Other film 
luminaries have been equally quick 
to respond, and the field workers re- 
port many sales in the higher brack- 
ets. With every signpost pointing to 
a buyer for every one of the 2,764 
seats in the Warners theatre, spon- 
sors of the event are hopeful and 
confident that when the final figure 
is posted it will verge close to $6,- 
000,000 mark. If the present pace 
continues, and there is every reason 
to believe that it will be progressive- 








highest in the history of show biz by 
many millions, will be comfortably 
surpassed, 


OMAHA’S WAVE OF 
THEATRE VANDALISM 


Omaha, Aug. 4. 

Omaha theatres are up in arms 
over wilful destruction of property. 
Newest is an outburst of seat cutting, 
as high as a dozen a night having 
been reported. Smashing of light 
bulbs, burning of carpets with 
lighted cigars and similar offenses 
have the managers worried. 

Police have spotters and plants in 
various houses, but nothing has yet 
happened. 


Fraser's WAC Spot 











exploitation man on ‘Eagle Squa- 
dron,’ is leaving to handle public 
relations for the War Activities Com- 
mittee. He reported to Francis Har- 
mon, co-ordinator of WAC, last week 
and will be full-time man on han- 
dling publicity and other public re- 
lations details for the industry’s war 
setup. 

First full-time man in spot for 
WAC since it was organized as such 
nearly a year ago. 





TURNER’S ‘PRIDE’ TREK 


Following huddles with Jim Mul- 
vey, Samuel Goldwyn, v.p., Terry 
Turner, RKO _ exploitation chief, 
shoved off Sunday (2) for.a swing 


tion campaigns and openings for 
‘Pride of the Yankees.’ 

Tour will take in Cleveland, Bos- 
ton, Columbus, Chicago, Baltimore, 
Providence, Portland and other situ- 





ations. 


ly accelerated, the New York figure, 


George Fraser, who joined Univer- | 
sal about two months ago as special | 


around the country to set exploita-- 


Barney’s Bugle 





Lincoln, Aug. 4. 

Mrs. Barney Oldfield, KFOR’s 
radio gabber, was flirting with 
the idea of becoming a WAAC 
officer’s candidate, and wrote 
her spouse, former local film 
crick, and now a captain in the 
parachute troopers, for an angle 
to successfully round the ques- 
tion which asks for evidence of 
leadership ability. 

‘Tell ’em,’ he kidded by return 
mail, ‘you have been leading me 
around by the nose for more 
than 7 years.’ 


“JR. SCRAPPERS’ 
IN SALVAGE 
DRIVE 


Sl 


Detroit, Aug. 4. 

Following the marked success of 
theatres here in the rubber collec- 
tion through enlisting the neighbor- 
hood kids, the United Detroit Thea- 
tres has moved to the formation of 
‘The Junior Scrappers.’ 

Some spectacular collections were 
made by the juveniles here, who 
brought in tons of rubber under the 
hypo of free admissions, and the 
chain has launched an official youth 
activities organization under the ap- 
proval of the Wayne County Council 
of Defense. 

Registrars have been set up in 13 
of the chain’s houses where the 
youngsters will be enlisted, given 
the insignia designating them as 
‘Junior Scrappers’ and block units 
setup for the collection of salvage 
and other war efforts. 

The first big assignment for the 
youngsters working under theatre 
sponsoring will be Aug. 15 when 
they will participate in the tin can 
drive. They will be asked to handle 
the distribution of literature and 
make house-to-house canvases’ in 
their blocks. They also will arrange 
for the salvage collections from the 
homes to which they are assigned. 














BUSH ON 20TH TRADE ADS 


Rodney Bush, in charge of ex- 
ploitation for 20th-Fox for several 


paper advertising under Hal Horne, 
With headquarters at N. Y. home- 
office. 

For the past four weeks Milt 
Silver has been on temporary assign- 
ment taking care of this. 


UMP! Alternative 


| —_—@ ontinued frum page 7 


























not the pictures tradeshown for him 
are aitractive. : 

It is also charged that blind-buy- 
ing is restored to the _ industry 
through the identified pictures and 
that identification is so elastic that 
as many as eight identified films 
could be sold as ‘blind-as a bat.’ 

Cancellations are attacked partly 
because of inadequacy and also be- 
cause a theatre paying an average 
rental of over $200 is entitled to no 
rejection at all. However, pointed 
out in the industry that less than 
15% of the theatres pay that high 
an average rental, most of them be- 
ing the larger first-runs of the 
chains. 

Blast also embraces 
that distribs would have arbitrary 
powers under the UMPI plan in 
naming the price of a picture at a 
date subsequent to the signing of the 


the charge 


contract. ‘To concede this right to 
|the ~distributor,’ Yamins wrote, 
‘means that the exhibitor must 


throw himself at the mercy of the 
distributor or if he does not wish 
to do so, he must lose his avail- 
ability.’ 

New England exhib leader predicts 
that if the Department of Justice 
does not. consent to the proposed 
amendments, the block-of-five meth- 
od will be continueé in the in- 
dustry ‘because of this method the 
distributor can get the maximum 
film rental.’ 

Yamins claims that one of the 
non-consenting companies not 
naming it—has so changed the mean- 
ing of the word ‘release’ of a pic- 
ture that it has actually refused to 
deliver a picture contracted for in 
an entire block unless the exhib 
agrees to increase the cost of ad- 
mission during the run of the film. 
He also charges one of the decree 
companies has forced exhibs to buy 
pictures blind as to price after they 
had been tradeshown. 








years, now in charge of all trade- |- 


Hugh Owen Given Three More Par- 
Exchanges; Other Key City Briefs 





In order to balance the country on 
distribution supervision, three of the 
southern Paramount branches will 

thrown into the eastern sales di- 
vision over which Hugh Owen was 
named head a couple weeks ago as 
successor to J. J. Unger. In addition 
to all the eastern exchanges, Owen 
will also have Charlotte, Atlanta and 
lt w Orleans, while Dallas, Okla- 
homa City and Memphis will remain 
with George Smith, western di- 
visional chief. f 

Previously & iith had 19 out of the 
31 Par branches in this country, 
whereas under the new realignment 
he will have 16 and Owen 15. Also, 
e- -h division will in future embrace 
fi . distri ts. In Smith’s territory 
the districts will be Chicago, Kansas 
City, Denver, Dallas and Los Angeles, 
while in Owen’s division the districts 
will embrace New York, Philadel- 
phia, Cleveland, Buston and Atlanta. 

Owen, headquartering at the home- 
office, returned Monday (3) from a 
tour of all southern branches. He 
was formerly district manager at 
Dallas, where he established a sales 
record for himself. 


RKO’s New Forest Hills 

When the RKO Midway, Forest 
Hills, L. I., premieres Aug. 27, it will 
bring RKO division mgr. Charles B. 
McDonald’s string back to 13, since 
the Uptown has gone back to the 
Lee Ochs estate. The new 2,500- 
seater is two miles away from the 
Richmond Hill, 2,200 seats, also un- 
der RKO operation. ° 

The Uptown, 172d and Broadway, 
may be operated by the Brandts 
henceforth. 





Real Taughener-Upper 
Omaha, Aug. 4. 

Something new in vacations for 
theatre managers developed last 
week when Ted Emerson, chief of 
the Omaha, closed his office, went on 
a farm near Waterloo, Neb., donned 
dungarees and started detasseling 
corn, pitching alfalfa and doing other 
regular chores. After he had gotten 
in his hand, the farmer gave him 
charge of a corn-tassel-pulling crew 
at 45c an hour. 

Farmer Emerson feels that he is 
doing a patriotic war work and ex- 
pects to come .back to his theatre 
hardened, revitalized and fit for a 
heavy season’s work. 

20th Century-Fox opened new pa- 
latial first floor screening room in its 
local exchange to replace the old one 
on the second floor. 





Bernhard’s Chi Detour 

On his way from New York to the 
Coast, Joe Bernhard, v.p. and gen- 
eral manager of Warners, stopped off 
in Chicago Friday (31) to address the 
two-day regional sales meeting end- 
ing there that day. He went on to 
the Coast Saturday (1). Bernhard 
pointed out that the ‘speedy and effi- 
cient manner in which the Warner 
Bros. sales organization has adapted 
itself to the wartime economy is an 
assurance of stable operations in the 
months ahead.’ 

Two-day regional at 
opened Monday (3). 

Ralph L. McCoy, southern district 
manager for Warners, led the other 
eight districts in this year’s sales 
drive, Kalmenson announced at the 
opening of the Memphis regional 
Monday (3). 

Wolfe Cohen, in charge of Canada, 
came in second, while Robert Smelt- 
zer, mid-Atlantic district manager, 
and Harry Seed, central district head, 


Memphis 


|took third and fourth place, respec- 


tively. 





Fax Duncan Upped 
Seattle, Aug. 4. 


Jim Clemmer, manager of Fifth Ave., 
ace Hamrick-Evergreen house, pro- 
moted to manager. Duncan came 
here six years ago as doorman at 
Orpheum, from assistant mgr. at Bev- 
erly theatre, Beverly Hills, Cal. 
Later he became asst. mgr. Orpheum 
and mgr. of Blue Mouse. 

Joe Cooper is publicity manager 
and booker for Motor-In, midway 
between Seattle and Tacoma. House 
a last spring and is doing dandy 

iz. 


Santa Monica as field manager for 
Warner Bros. for Oregon, Washing- 
ton and Panhandle, Idaho. 





Marre Family Takes Over 

St. Louis, Aug. 4. 
Litigation has put a new exhib in 
the local flicker field, and, starting 
Saturday (1), Leo F., Angelo J., 
Marie M. and John M. Marre, broth- 
ers and sister, new to the industry, 
took over the active management of 
the Rivoli, a subsequent run house 
in the downtown district. Several 
weeks ago the Marres, owners of the 
house, brought suit against Charles 
Goldman, prez, and Julius Leventhal, 
sec, of the Marvin Amus. Co., that 
operated the Rivoli, to enjoin them 
from damaging the property by the 
removal of the marquee, cooling 

system, screen and other fixturés, 
While the case was pending, a set- 





tlement~ was made out of court 


whereby the Marvin Amus. Co., 
whose lease on the house, which ex- 
pired Friday (31) and was not re- 
newed, accepted a satisfactory price 
for the fixtures, and turned the prop- 
erty over to the owners on the expi- 
ration date. 7 

Les Darcy, formerly associated 
with the Skouras Bros. in their man- 
agement of flicker houses in St. 
Louis, will be the manager of the 
Rivoli under the Marre administra- 
tion. In the meantime, the Marvin 
Amus. Co., which also operates the 
downtown Lyric, another subsequent 
run house half a block from the 
Rivoli, will give the Lyric a face- 
lifting job and reopen in two weeks. 





Par Becomes Uptown 


‘ Salt Lake City, Aug. 4. 

House called the ‘Paramount’ has 
been changed to ‘Uptown’ by court 
order, restraining the Lawrence 
Chain from using former name. It was 
thought the use of ‘Paramount’ was 
confusing, inasmuch as the Inter- 
mountain Theatres, Inc., with exten- 
sive holdings in Salt Lake City, is 
part of Paramount Pictures. 

Up until last fall, the house under 
discussion was operated as part of 
the Intermountain chain 





Eisenberg Goes Mono 
Minneapolis, Aug. 4. 

Frank Eisenberg ~207 > Neer yg Mell 
United Artists’ sales staff to become 
local Monogram branch manager. 
The company itself recently acquired 
the exchange from Ben Nathanson. 
Charles Howard has been engaged 
as salesman and Patrea Terp as office 
manager. 





Bowling Above Theatre 
, Detroit, Aug. 4. 

Putting a bowling alley in next 
door isn’t precisely new in theatre 
building here, but putting a bowl- 
ing alley upstairs is. Lease for a 
16-alley bowling establishment to be 
located above its Regent theatre 
has been signed by W. S. Butterfield 
circuit in Grand Rapids. The lease 
runs for 10 years with a minimum 
of $3,000 annually. 

However, it isn’t as bad‘as it may 
sound. The alleys will take over 
the space formerly used as the Re- 
igent Roof Garden and since the 
|building is soundproofed, bowling 
isn’t expected to disturb the regular 
theatre trade. 

Move Theatre Intact 
San Francisco, Aug. 4. 

The Lark theatre, Larkspur, is be- 
ing dismantled and moved to Sausa- 
lito, a short distance away, to pro- 
vide a second picture house for the 
latter town, where a new shipyard 
has brought on a boom. 

The Baywood, San Mateo, solved 
one of its lack-of-personnel problems 
by drafting O. H. Currall, house or- 





|ganist, as assistant manager. 
| Steve Chorak has taken a lease on 
| Vista theatre. Rio Vista, from A. C. 


Fax Duncan, assistant to the late | 


H. Chamberlin. 





Wilson on UMPI Ga. Taxes 

Paul S. Wilson, exchange manager 
for 20th-Fox at Atlanta, elected to 
represent distributors on the Georgia 
tax committee of the United Motion 
Picture Industry. He succeeds Jack 
Price, former Par branch manager 
at Atlanta, who has shifted to New 


| Orleans. 


_ Oscar Lam, indie circuit operator 
in Georgia, is chairman of the state’s 
tax committee, while Willis Davis of 
the Lucas & Jenkins circuit, repre- 
sents affiliated theatres. 





Walsh at Warners in N.Y. 

George C. Walsh, who recently 
joined Warner Bros. in distribution, 
is at the company’s N.Y. exchange in 
a general sales capacity. District 
Manager Sam Lefkowitz states no 
specific duties have been assigned 
him but probable that Walsh will 
specialize on certain deals in the 
metropolitan N.Y. territory. 

For about six weeks Walsh toured 
the New England district, contacting 
exhibitors and discussing sales mat- 


| ters. 


) 
Al Bloom returned to Seattle from | 





Kansas City, Aug. 4. 
New assistant manager at the 
Tower, vaudfilmer, is Jon Yost, new 
to the industry and coming from ra- 
dio. He replaces Charles Finkelstein, 
now air corps cadet. 





Adwell’s House 
San Angelo, Texas., Aug. 4. 
W. V. Adwell, formerly with RKO 
in Dallas, has leased a building here 
which he will remodel and open as 
the Star. He operates the Ozona at 
Ozona, Texas. 





Leon Adds Another 
Amarillo, Texas, Aug. 4. 
H. S. Leon has added the Star here 
to his chain. He recently opened the 
new Leon here. 





Kilgore’s Columbus House 
Robert Kilgore, formerly manager 
of Loew’s Palace, Memphis, appoint- 
ed manager of Loew’s Broad in Co- 
lumbus, O. He succeeds Robert 
Suits, resigned. 
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“The War Against Mrs. 
Hadley 


(Continued from page 8) 


shamed by the news that the other 
publisher’s wife, whom she _ has 
scorned, had willingly been inter- 
viewed about the death of her own 
son. The latter, an Army comrade 
of Mrs. Hadley’s son, had been killed 
in the same action in which he won 
honors. 

That poignant scene, immediately 
topped by one in which Mrs. Hadley 
goes to see the other woman, is ir- 
resistibly touching. The two se- 


quences are easily the picture’s cli- | 


max, for if Mrs. Hadley’s character 
transition seems implausibly abrupt, 
the emotion of the episodes is gen- 
uine and restrained. The sequence 
will undoubtedly floed theatres with 
tears. It should also provide valu- 
able morale uplift. 

Except for its deliberate pace. the 


JOURNEY INTO FEAR 


Hollywood, Aug. 4. 
RKO release of Mei ury (Orson Welles) 
production. Stars Joseph Cotten Dolores 
Del Rio, Ruth Warrick Directed by Nor- 
man Foster Screenplay by Orson ‘Welles 
and Joseph 


Cotten, from novel by Eric 
Ambler; camera, Karl Struss: editor, Mark 
Robson: isst director Dewey Starke) 


Tradeshown in L. A. Aug. 4, "42. Running 


time, 68 MINS. 


| Graham ; AP Toseph Cotten 
{Se Dolores Del Kio 
ON RCP ere Ruth Warrick 
} Mme. Mathews..........:Agnes Moorehead 
| Gogo... shetooveabeses ‘ Jack Durant 
| Kopeikin ret haN 66S 6 bens Everett Sloan 
[eMENOE wash vi aks cape oe Eustace Wyat 
ROU: co RactSccanseces Frank Readick | 
Gs wiGaes kwoeassG ccs .-Edgar Barrier 
DNs 5405. nivapd och lave Jack Moss 
I do Gack le atenune-aree's Stefan Schnabel 


Oa Large 
| Steward 


....Hans Conried 
eBaETE SD cee es Robert Meltzer 
Ship's Captain .Richard Bennett 
Col. Haki Orson Welles 


‘peste beeen oe 
‘Journey Into. Fear’ is Orson Welles’ 
jthird release for RKO. In this in- 
‘stance, he handles only the produc- 
{tion reins and takes one of the char- 


planed over Germany, dropped by 
parachute into the Nazi country, and 
proceeds to bewilder the Gestapo 
and army leaders as he goes about 
| getting confidential information—in- 
cluding a planned air attack on New 
York. During his adventures he 
meets and falls in love with Ilona 
| Massey, who turns out to be a coun- 
ter-esplonage agent for the Allies. 
Injected, also, are several episodes to 
display the distrust of the Nazi and 
Jap agents and officials. 

Despite. the fanciful premise of 
the yarn, the script by Curtis Siod- 
mak, direction by Edwin L. Marin. 
special photographic effects executed 
by John Fulton, and a particularly 
jStrong cast combine to maintain 
|steady interest in the proceedings. 
As:de from a few appearances in 


'the flesh at beginning and end, Hall | 
/carries the lead in invisible fashion. | 
por- | 


|Miss Massey provides strong 
itrayal as the counter-agent. while 
/excellent performances are delivered 


picture is skillfully directed by Har-jacter leads but leaves direction in|by Peter Lorre, Sir Cedric Hard- 


old S. Bocquet, and the photogranhy 
is effective, though some of the 
Washington backgrounds are a little 
too obvjously staged. Fay Bainter 
gives an expertly shaded perform- 
ance of the title part, while Edward 
Arnold is properly vigorous and di- 
rect as the War Department official 
and her steadfast swain. 

Richard Ney is believable and at- 
tractive as her son, although the 
part, as written, doesn’t quite justify 
his sudden strength of character. 
Jean Rogers is appealing in the 
rather innocuous ingenue part of the 
daughter and Van Johnson is notably 
ingratiating as her socially inferior 
husband. Sara Allgood, Spring By- 
ington, Isobel Elsom and Halliwell 


Hobbes click deftly in supporting 
character parts. The picture is ad- 
mirably scored and well edited. 


Hobe. 


THE BIG STREET 


(ONE SONG) 

RKO reiease of Damen Runyon prodite- 
tion. Stars Henry Fenda, Lucille Ball: fes- 
tures Barton MacLane, Eugene Palbliette. 
Agnes Moorehead, Sam Levene, Ray Col- 
lins, Marion Martin, William Orr, George 
Cleveland, Vera Gordon, Oazie Nelson's er- 
chestra Directed by Irving Reis. Sereen- 
piay by Leonard Spigelgase from Coaltter’s 


‘Little 


magazine story, Pinks’; camera, 
Russell Metty; editor, William Hamilten: 
dances, Chester Hale; special effects, Ver- 
non L. Walker; music, Roy Webb: seng, 
Mort Greene, Harry Reve! Previewed in 
projection room, N Y . July 31, "42. Run- 
ning time, 88 MINS, 

Little Pink See a lett i Henry Fonda 
Gloria... coccoovesrluuciiie Ball 
Case Ables a P Barton MacLane 
Nicely Nicely Johnson ..Eugene Pallett: 

NOD. cs 6 kia oe.we ou Bees Agnes Moorehead 
PPONMUONE 5 i kdv ovbseunee ae Sam Levene 
PUONN TEs i vitesse reeses ...Ray Collins 
a WOM yc. 1s ce ane-ns «0 ..Marion Martin 
mreenter. Teed: <.66ciksceess ... William Orr 
Say WS i.0.0 v.50. de Spel George Cleveland 
Mrs. Lefkowitz. .. Vera Gordon 
Ruby ccccesesces Luise Beaver 

Gentleman George...... ..Millard Mitchell 
Lou Adolia cbbeedee 406.5. Vere 
SCAT catweineecbense os Hans Conried | 
Doctor. . coscccccessgpe--- Harry Shannon 
EE ae William Halligan 
PE shes 5.0.0 0.046 04%0.0> 05 John Milian 
J c 


. re ca oes aes -_Don Barclay 
Judge Bamberger - Julius Tannen 
Ozzie Nelson and Orchestra 
‘The Big Street,’ typical Damon 
Runyon story, shapes as the sturdiest 
b.o. bet from this. studio in months, 
with exhibitor sales effort spellins 
the difference between just good re- 
turns and hefty takings. ‘Type of 
film that will build on word-of- 
mouth because of tear-jerker appeal 
to femmes. It shows Lucille Ball as 
a first-rate actress, far ahead of any 
of her other screen roles, and will 
also enhance Henry Fonda's popular- 

ity as a male lead. 

Taken from a Collier mag story 
by Runyon, this is a Cinderella-like 
fable of a Broadway cafe-singing 
golddigger who becomes more 
human long after a fall cripples her 
for life. Scripter Leonard Spigel- 
gass, who also did the screenplay on 
the last Damon Runyon picture, 
makes the transition from the grasp- 
ing, selfish little beauty te a bitter 
disillusioned girl entirely 
albeit a prolonged affair. 


of the piece to the screen, studding 
it with typical Rumyon humor 


Miss Ball, cast at first in the un- 


Sympathetic role, comes through 
with high laurels. Fonda, as the 
mooning but intensely loyal Little 
Pinks, ts at his best. Eugene Pal- 
lette is well teamed with 
Moorehead, the food-lowing but real- 
istic Vielette whom he weds. Ray 
Collins achieves top supporting hon- 
ors with his characterization of Pro- 
fessor B, ringleader of Mindy’s bet- 
ting crowd, 
equally fine as his violent rival, 
Horsethief. Vera Gordon makes a 
minor, sympathetie bit stand out. 
Barton MacLane registers as the syn- 
dicate operator- wha causes all the 
grief to the heroine. 
band gets its chance in the cafe 
scene. Direction by Irving Reis is 
even and intelligent. Single song. 
Who Knows?’ by Mort Greene and 
Harry Revel, is eatchy and nicely 
plugged by Miss Ball in nitery 

quences and in several reprises. 

Wear 


Hollywood, Aug. 4. 
Paramount handed John Farrow < 
director contract after a sneak pre- 
view of his war picture, ‘Wake 
Island.’ 
At present Farrow is p 


loting ‘The 
Command _ ‘o] i} 
mmandos’ at Columbia. 


life-like | 
; He’s done | 
a neat job of transferring the spirit | 


Agnes | 


while Sam Levene is) 


Ozzie Nelson’s | 


jthe hands of Norman Foster. Pic- 
use attempts to catch attention 
|throuzh series of dramatic peaks, but 
{misses that mark by a considerable 
margin, being too stagey and talky. 
| Result is a program meller that will 
;farner most of its playdates as dual 
supporter, Welles’ 
it some top-bill spots in the key 


such spotting. 


Joseph Cotten is the pivotal char- 
acter—an American naval ordnance 
engineer returning to the U. S. from 
Istanbul. When attempt is made on 
his life, Welles, as head of the Turk- 
ish secret police, takes him in hand 
to summarily change his route from 
train to boat in order to escape the 
trailing Nazi agents. Wife Ruth War- 
rick is left to take the train ride— 
but aboard ship, Cotten finds himself 
in the midst of the Germans. It’s a 
slow freighter. and similar slow tale, 
continually hitting fogbanks of script- 
ing which makes it a hazy passage. 
Rather than be killed aboard ship, 
Cotten agrees with the Nazi plotters 
to e their prisoner for six 
weeks—after which they are to set 
him free. Welles is at the destina- 
tion to checkmate the enemy agents, 
but it remains for Cotten to pull his 
Own escape. Before it’s all over, the 
Germans are killed to allow reunion 
of Cotten and Miss Warrick for con- 
tinusnce of their trip. 

Story is filled with incidental ma- 
terial and many confusing characters. 
|The only one known definitely to be 
on Cotten’s side is his wife, who is 
only around briefly at the start and 
finish. Aboard ship. picture uses low 
key whotography with plenty of 
|shadows for characters to lurk in. 
|And they slink around continually, 
jin attempts to generate audience in- 
jterest in the strange proceedings. 
|But script fails to point up straight- 
lline dramatics, and as a result the 
picture drifts along at a dull pace. 





| Auctiences will rather take a train 
ride. 
| Welles delivers an above par char- | 


|acterization as the Turkish secret po- 
lice chief. Cotten is okay in the lead. 
despite the fact the writers present 
him as a rather weakling hero 
throughout. Dolores Del Rio is a 
transe Eurasian dancer, who makes 
advances to Cotten during the trip, 
and then tries te shake him down 
for coin. Jack Durant is her dance 
partner; Eustace Wyatt is head of the 
Nazi agents: and Jack Moss (asso- 
ciated with Welles in latter’s produc- 
ing unit) stalks through the proceed- 
ings as the menacing face, peering 


out from under a hat-brim, out of tne 


hadows and around corners. 
porting cast is adequate. 
Direction by Norman Foster is de- 
liberate and slow, pausing too much 
on unimoortant incidentals. Adapta- 
tion of Eric Ambler’s novel has been 
nrepared by Welles and Cotten, and 


Sup: 


there’s nothing new in technique or! 


| treatment Production mounting is 
okay, with Karl Struss’ 
topnotch throughout. 


Walt. 


INVISIBLE AGENT 


Hollywood, July 30. 


Ur ! Frank I yd pro 
ior ite produ George Wagener 
: llona Mass . Jon Hal eatures Peter 
Lorre s Ced Hardw é J Baward 
| Bromberg Albert Bassermar John Lite! 
Directed 1 Kdwin I Marin; original 
screenplay vy Cu s Siodmak amera. Les 
White: editor K<dward Curtiss: asst. dire 
tow Vernor Keavs special effects Johr 
Fulton Previey 1 at Hillstreet, L. A., July 
' 20 422 Running ti 79 MINS. 
Maria Sorenson... ..llona Masse 
|Frank Raymond..... jon Ha 
!Raron Ikito er Peter Lorre 
Cenrad Stauffer......Sir Cedric Hardwicke 
Karl Heiser.........+ J. Edward Bromberg 
Arneld Schmidt.....+-.. 64 Albert Basserman 
Jokw Gardiner. ....cecsscccce. ..John Litel 
Sir Alfred Spencer......... Holmes Herbert 
| a eee ei ..Keye Luke 


eaten bes 

Universal revives the ‘Invisible 
Man’ idea of transparency via chem- 
ical injection into the body, to pro- 


\ject® the basis for a topical dramatic | 


|display with war espionage angle far 
on the fantastic side. Despite its 
war and spy angles, picture carries 
through with sufficient levity to pro- 
vide strong support entertainment— 
to be laughed at, and with. Although 
hvper-critical audiences will pass it 
off, picture will catch plenty of book- 
ings-in the nabe and family circuits. 

Jon Hall is the grandson of the 
inventor of the seeret invisibility 
chemical. Axis agents try unsuccess- 
fully in opening sequence to pry the 
formula om him. but he evades 

to la?é nlace tt " ‘oneocti 


a LispOsa 


name may get| 


houses, but picture lacks strength for | 


photography | 


af 


wicke, and J. Edward Bromberg as 
Axis heavies. 
|good in a smali supporting spot. 

} Walt. 


| FLIGHT LIEUTENANT 


Columbia release of I. P. Schulbegr pro- 
duction, Features Pat O’Lrien, Glenn Ford, 
Evelyn Keyes. Directed by Sidney Salkow. 
Screenplay by Michael Blankfort from story 
by Richard Carroll, Betty Hopkins; camera, 
Franz F. Planer; editor, Charles Nelson. 
At Loew's State, N. ¥., week July 30, ‘42. 
Running time, 80 MINS, 


REPOS EET he oe ore Pat O'Brien 
PE “SOMDD, « «nes Coomaeinr audi Glenn Ford 
re SeNOR. « cecccdcécos Evelyn Keyes 
ae ee ee Jonathan Hale 
Major Thompson............Minor Watson 
ae. ....Frank: Puglia 
CDS 06.6 bs e00b Os 65S ROS 6 4 Edward Pawley 
INS. 3.5 a tu ees nea ds Oke Gregory Gay 
rer ere eee Clancy Cooper 
Carey. - etree . «.-..Trevor Burdette 
ST Se Se re Marcel Dalio 
PS oars esves ce. bas bs Jcin Gallaudet 
PE. Ms conentbenctekewal Larry Parks 
SP ee ee Lloyd Bridges 
Jehan MeGinnis...........-. Hugh Beaumeni 


Danny Doyle (as a boy)..... Douglas Croft 


An obvious atatempt to cash in on 
current popularity of planes in the 
war effort, ‘Flight Lieutenant’ prom- 
ises to be no boxoffice smash. Film 
has only Pat O’Brien and Glenn Ford 
‘for marquee lure and aside from 
|that, it’s one of those flighty affairs 
|that has been stretched for at least 
115 minutes. Will do well in less im- 
'portant spots or combined with a 
| strong No. 1 feature. 


Scripters have displayed no orig- 
inality in ae pet Primarily it’s the 
oldie about the airplane pilot who 
\crashes a plane, killing his co-pilot 
'while he lives but finds his name dis- 
graced. In this one, he finally goes 
into exile in the tropics while leav- 
ing his son to be raised properly— 
as an aviation cadet. The lad falls 
jin love with the daughter of the man 
who died in the crash, with expected 
developments. It’s a mild switch on 
an overworked automobile racing car 
formula. 

Climax is when his father returns, 
enlisted as a U. S. Army private 





while his son is a lieutenant test pilot, | 


to save the lad’s life by subbing for 
him on a dangerous plane testing job. 
Plane cracks and kills the father. 
Pat O’Brien is his usual capable 
self, but most of the acting falling 
on Gienn Ford, as his son. Evelyn 
Keyes looks like a refreshing new- 
comer femme lead. Frank Puglia as 
the missionary in the tropics is su- 
perb. Support is standard, but well 
picked. Sidney Salkow directs with 
skill in view of the story handed him. 
Wear. 


Mexican Spitfire’s 


Elephant 


(WITH SONGS) 
Hollywood, Aug. 4. 


RKO release of Bert Gilrey production. 
Stars Lupe Velez, Leon Errol. Direeted by 
Leslie Goodwins. Screenplay by Charles E 

| Roberts; stor by Roberts and Goodwins 
|}Camera, Jack MacKenzie editor, Harrys 
| Marker: asst. director. Kuby Rosenberg 


Trades®own in L. A 
e, 68 MINS. 


Aug. 3, ‘42 


Running 





CRPMIATAS, © 5 ose 8c cecne cde ..«.-Lape Velez 
Lord Epping ? 
Uncle Mat § wccccecces Leon Err 
Dennig.......cscceasses: : Walter Reed 
Della... ecvcccocccce. + maketh Risdem 
LAGe DOME ..«cncetseees Lydia Bilbrook 
Diana Sescbocesesocece ~Marion Martin 
Reddy 6020 6660800 s Lyle Talbot 
BABE. occ wece sedges goses Luis Alberni 
Chie Inspe seev0s George Cleveland 
DOUNIEs 0 660 46 Cndathosesnd Marten Lamont 
Operative. .. wccccsedsoceeccese jack Briggs 
Alamos ecscccsevece es Arnold Kent 
Headwaite: . Max Wagne! 
| Latest in the Lupe Velez-Leon 


Errol-‘Mexican Spitfire’ series ts solid 
laugh entertainment and best of the 
igroup. Accentuating the important 
factor of providing audience enjoy- 
ment. picture rolls along at a merry 
and rapid pace, and will amply hold 
spot as a strong supporting attrac- 
tion in the keys and regular runs. 
Although Miss Velez is the familiar 
voleanic-tempered girl, Errol catches 
the spotlight with another dual char- 
acterization of Uncle Matt and Lord 


Epping. Latter’s timing and delivery 
are tops. and he has the audience on} 
a laugh merry-go-round with the 


constant switches of his two roles to 

confuse other members of the cast. 
The elephant in this case is a little 

onyx trinket smuggled into the coun- 


try by diamond-runner Lyle Talbot | 


via Lord Epping. After latter gets 
t through customs successfully, Tal- 


hot attempts to retrieve it with the 
. luable ¢ inside, but it gets to ed 
aplenty. After considerable 


Albert Basserman is | 


from | 


Velez and Errol. 
Miss Velez is the same explosive 


the Government when war hits. He's horseplay, Talbot is captured by cus- | 
toms agents through efforts of Miss | 


| 
| 
| 


gal of previous issues of the series | 


while Errol again demonstrates his 
abilities to deliver a solid perform- 
ance of comedic tempo. Direction by 
Leslie Goodwins is swiftly-paced and 
continually succeeds in 
laugh reaction, 


aiming for | 


Miss Velez briefly sings two Mex- | 


ican songs, and then goes into conga 


dances with an uncredited partner. | 


After setting the general basic story 
idea, picture moves into cafe setting, 
which provides suitable stage for 
kaleidoscopic switches of Errol’s two 


chdracterizations. Walt. 
THE SILVER BULLET 
(SONGS) 


Universal release of Oliver Drake pro- 
duction. Stars Johnny Mack Brown; fea- 
| tures Fuzzy Knight, Jennifer Holt, Wil- 
liam Farnum, Leroy Mason and Pals of the 
Golden West. Direeted by Joseph Lewia 
Screenplay by Elizabeth Beecher from orig- 
inal by Oliver Drake; camera, Charles 


| Van Enger; songs, Oliver Drake, Milton 
| Rosen, Jimmy Wakely. At New York, 
N. Y.. dual, week of July 28, ‘42. Running 


i time, 56 MINS. 
‘Silver Jim’ Donovan..Johnny Mack Brown 
Wild Bilt Jones. <i 0s cacasee Fuzzy Knight 


| Dr. Thad Morgam........ William Farnum 
Maner . £.88.,..catescceeede tess Jennifer Holt 
Walt Mincni@sis cweeveccdecced Leroy Mason 
Rance HAMicdccccccvece cess ss Rex Lease 
Queenie Canfleld............. Grace Lenard 
Beily Mes. «s dees sicsves Claire Whitney 
Ruck Dawson..... Charles ‘Slim* Whitaker 
Nevada Bertie. acscesss:: Michael Valion 
Pete ShGRscccaceete. ss; Merrill McCormick 


Pals of the Golden West with Nora 
Lou Martin 


You can’t go wrong with good hoss 
chases, a palomino horse, neat gun- 
plav, a little roping, a reasonable 
script and as nifty a toss and tumble 
fight as the one the hero shows in 
this Western. Oke for the b.o. 

Johnny Mack Brown carries a sil- 
ver bullet as a memento of a pro- 
fessional killer who shot him in the 
back and killed his dad. For five 
years he roams the west looking for 
a man with a peculiar scar marked 
on his left arm. He saves Fuzzy 
Knight from being roughhoused by 
three hombres looking to swing 
votes for the reelection of Leroy 
Mason as senator. Mason does a neat 
|job of fooling the peepul. Brown 
gets into the election when Wiiliam 
Farnum, mayor of the town who is 
running for senator against Mason 
gets murdered, by running the may- 
or’s wife for office. It all comes out 
in the wash, simply and logically. 

Brown does a neat job as the hero, 
Mason is almost as good as the vil- 
lain. Knight is up to his material as 
a cowhand who’s gonna win the gal 
who runs the dancehall by writing 
her a play. Cast is okay with Grace 
Lenard having the edge in the 
femme department. 

Best shots in the picture are Pals 
of the Golden West singing ‘Vote for 
Emily Morgan’ as election bally and 
| the payoff where the badman, Mason, 
and Brown walk the main stem to- 
ward each other before drawing for 
the final gunplay. Songs are chiefly 
background vocals. 


SABOTAGE SQUAD 


(columbia release of Jack Fier production. 
Features Bruce Bennett, Kay Harris, Ed- 
yard Norris Directed by Lew Landers. 





—————S 


Screenplay, Bernice Petkere, Wallace Sul- 
livan, David Silverstein; stery, Bernice Pet- 
ke Wallace Sullivan: camera, Franz F. 
Planer editor William Lyon. At Central, 

Y.. Aug. 1, '42. Running time, 60 MINS. 
Lieutenant John Cronin.. Bruce Bennett 
Edith Cassell 7 Kay Harris 
Biddio . BRO... csc ceeunes Eddie Norris 
(‘arlysle Harrison....+.... Sidney Blackmer 
Chief Hanley Don Beddoe 


Rebert Puller. .....sscccereeres John Tyrrel 
Chuck Brown eee sae George McKay 
Conrad ..Robert Emmett Keane 
| Felix Eddie Laugliton 


| Trite cops and robbers formula 


jthis meller involving Nazi agents, a 
| somewhat pallid American. under- 
world and an unconvincing police 
'force, is limited to secondary spot- 
|ting in the subsequents. Good enough 
}for nominal returns from the Satur- 
iday matinee, finger-biting juvenile 
jtrade, however. 


| Yarn opens with the boy threat- | 
oo poten 188 |phant, missed and caught Angelo. 


|} physician because latter has rejected 


fening to sock an Army 
| him as physically unfit to serve. Girl 
goes to his rival in courtship, an 


lelement investigation detail, to get 
him out of jail. Hero continues on 
his ne’er-do-well career until the 
jvery end when he blows up himself 
land the chief Nazi agent in a truck 
|packed with dynamite in order to 
avert destruction of an aviation plant. 

Much of the plot revolves about 
\a mysterious gold-and-platinum iden- 
| tification tag, stolen from the chief 
| arch-plotter, which commands the 
aid of all Nazi sympathizers and 
saboteurs in the U. S. Kay Harris, 
,femme lead, doesn’t photograph well. 
Sidney Blackmer is acceptable as the 
oily Nazi, while others in the cast 
are adequate, including Eddie Norris 
land Bruce Bennett, rivals for Miss 
| Harris. Mori. 





Small Setting Valentino 
Edward Small has assigned Ethel 
Borden to do a treatment and 
i screenplay for his ‘Life of Rudolph 
Valentino.’ Producer has been talk- 
ing about this title for two years, 
was supposedly stymied by casting 


| problems. This time he means ac- 
tion. 
Producer is working on the script 
in New York. 


Danger in the Pacific 


Cniversal release of Ben Pivar produce 
tion Stars Leo Carrillo, Andy Devine; 
features Don Terry, Louise Allbritton, 
Idgar Barrier, Turhan Bey. Directed by 
Lewis D. Collins Screenplay by Walter 
Doniger ind Maurice Tombragel from 
rigina by Neil P. Varnick and Walter 
| Doniger: camera, William Sickner At the 
New York, N. ¥ jual. week July 28, ‘42. 
Running time, 60 MINS. 

Leo Marze Leo Carrillo 
Andy Parker St eevee ° Andy Devine 
OT” Ee FS es ae Don Terry 
} Jane Claymore cenbeues Louise Allbritton 
OG vo3:86s cet bbeneiees Edgar Barrier 
Tagani tee eeeerenss Turhan Bey 
Cen nIOmer. . cdacsccesese Holmes Herbert 
POODOT. «oe deeeessbeves David Hoffman 
PE ws ce cncesbnetocsoseses Paul Dubov 
Se 5s oe fo a lane ale .Neyle Marx 

Minor ‘B’ actioner, distinguished 
chiefly by Leo Carrillo tossing 








around an heavier-than-usual Andy 
Devine while teaching him judo, 
Don Terry is an explorer-scientist. 


Andy Devine is his photographer 
and pal. Louise Allbritton is the 


wealthy sportswoman whom Terry 
returns to marry. But the wedding 
is off once again when Carrillo 
flashes his British Intelligence cre- 
dentials and talks Terry into an ex- 
pedition to a Pacific isle. 

On the island Turhan Bey is okay 
as the menace in role of an inland 
trader who's the only one who can 
lead the expedition safely but won’t 
because he has an arsenal hidden in 
the hills where the Axis can use it 
when the times comes. The boys 
hit the road on their own with Bey’s 
stooge as guide. There are a couple 
of stock shots of live stuff while 
they raft up the river, attacks by a 
python, a jaguar, crocodile, etc., and 
their native porters desert. Finally, 
out of nowhere, come bales of 
feathers that were supposed to make 
extras look like headhunters, but 
instead make them look like Sioux 
Indians. The boys are captured, 
they escape and make the villain 
lead them to the arsenal, they get 
captured again, but not before they 
get a message through to the RAF 
which come to the rescue in real 
Jack Dalton style. 











Circus Fire 


Continued from page ! 


when the fire started and spread 
like wildfire. The audience was 
evacuated, the performers—men and 
women—joined in the fight by quiet- 
ing the animals, beating down the 
flames and working in the bucket 
lines that were organized by the 
circus firefighters and the Cleve- 
land Fire Department sent in six 
units that finally brought the fire 
under control. Greatest sufferers 
were the animals many of whom 
were literally roasted alive. U. S. 
Coast Guardsmen and 26 units of the 
Cleveland Police Dept. were thrown 
around the lot to keep any maddened 
animals from breaking out. The 
circus vets indicated the animals be- 
yond succor and city detectives, 
armed with submachine guns, put 
them out of their misery. 

Among the animal casualties were 
i0 camels, eight zebras, two pan- 
thers, two--siraffes; two-gnus,- three 
deer, four lions, two tigers, one 
puma and Rosie, the famous stunt- 
ing elephant called from retirement 
this season to help fill the gap left 
by the pachyderms that were 
poisoned in Florida last year. Six- 
teen animal cars were destroyed in 
the menagerie tent and nearby ani- 
mal trucks and tents, including the 
Arabian horse tent, were in danger 


- . | but eventually saved. 
jagainst an obvious sabotage theme, | ° - 


No trained animals and no horses 
were destroyed but three elephants 
and several camels were badly 
burned. At press time the only in- 
jured human was James Sant An- 
gelo, 22, an usher who was gashed 
on the right arm when anotner at- 
tendant swung a hook at an ele- 


John Ringling North who is send- 
ing to Florida for new canvas said 


, ithe damage was not covered by in- 
ve oe 2 s rersive | 
\officer working with the subversive leurance and 


that ‘the elephants 
raised hell last night as if they had 
a premonition of what was to come.’ 
The show stays in Cleveland 
through Thursday (6) and opens in 
Akron on the seventh. 

Aside from the material damage, 
the loss of revenue and possible 
legal actions, the Ringling troupe, 
which last winter lost 11 elephants 
by poisoning, finds itself with a de- 
pleted menagerie that under present 
wartime conditions cannot be re- 
plenished. 





See Fox Earnings Up 


Second quarter earnings statement 
of 20th-Fox likely will be reportes 
this week or revealed at the meeting 
of the directorate on Aug. 13. 

Earnings in the period, covering 
mostly April, May and June, for the 
corporation are said to be in excess 
of the first quarter when $841,561 net 
profit was reported 
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“Oh Minnie 
you've got 
competition!” 








THERE’S A NEW MOON 
IN THE MOVIE SKY! 


| Telegram from Hollywood Preview: 
“After ‘Mrs. Miniver’ it is difficult to 
| imagine a greater Greer Garson, but 
| in ‘Random Harvest’ there is a Garson. 
| not.seen before, a new personality 
who breathes romantic excitement into 
James Hilton’s flesh and blood heroine. 
Teamed with superb Ronald Colman in 
| a picture that has already started 
| the Hollywood grapevine saying ‘It’s 
4 another Miniver.’ Sidney Franklin, 

| Miniver’s producer, has truly done it 

again. Mervyn LeRoy has achieved 

his most heart-stirring direction. 
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--\BOND AND 
"3 STAMP SALE 
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The Motion 
Picture Industry's 


SECOND 
FRONT! 
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‘SEPTEMBER " 





“The War Ac- 
tivities Com- 
mittee, at 1501 
Broadway, says: 
‘Please send in 
your July report 
with your Ac- 
count Number.’ 
Thanks!” 












‘Random Harvest’ is the new moon in 
the movie sky and it’s a harvest moon 


from Metro-GOLDMINE-Mayer 
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FILM BOOKING CHART 





(For information of theatre and film exchan ve bookers Varirry presents 
a complete chart of feature releases of all the American distributing com- 
panies for the current quarterly period. Date of reviews as given in 
Variety and the running time of prints are included.) 
Key to Type Abbreciations: M--Melodrama; C—Comedy; CD—Comedy- 
Drama; W—Western; D-—Drama; RD—Romantic Drama; MU—Musical. 
Figures herewith indicate date of Vagirry’s review and running time. 





WEEK OF RELEASE—4/4/42 





a 


Submarine Raider (Col) M 4. Howard-M. Chapman 
We Were Dancing (M-G) 1/21 CD 93 N. Shearer-N. Coward 
One Thrilling N (Mone) 7/1 M 69 J. Beal-W. McKay 
Come em Danger (RKO) 12/31 58 T. Helt-F. Neal 
ane pnenase an” 4 * O’Keefe-B. Kean 

ou They Come Halop-B. Dunsiey 
Lady Gangster (WB) 4/8 M 62 F. Emerson-J. Bishep 





WEEK OF RELEASE—6 ‘11/42 














They All Kissed the Bride (Cel) 6/3 CD 8 WM. Dougias-J. Crawford 
My Faverite Spy (RKO) ‘8 MU %& K. Kyser-E. Drew 
Thra Different Eyes (20th) 6/3 M 67 F.Craven-M. Howard 
Private Buckaroe (U) 6/3 MU 68 Andrews Sis.—J. E. Lewis 
Danger im the Pacific (U) 8/5 M @® = OD.~. Terry-L. Carrille 
Silver Bullet (U) 38/5 w s+ J. MacBrown-F. Knight 
The Big Shot (WB) > RD 82 4H. Bogart-J. Manning 
The Magnificent Dope >) 6/3 CD 4 HH. Fonda-D. Ameche 
Beyond the Blue Horizon (Par) 3/6 M 77 D. Lameur-R. Denning 
WEEK OF RELEASE 6/18/42 
Parachute Nurse (Col) 17/29 M 63 M. Chapman-P. Clark 
Riders ef The Nerdhiands AL C. Starrett-R. Hayden 
Powder Tewn (RKO) 5/ cD 79 V. MacLagien-E. O’Erien 
Lady In A Jam (U) 7/1 33 LL. Dunmne-P. Kaowles 


c 
Phantom Plainsmen (Rep) 4 


B. Steel-T. Tyler 
Tarzan’s N. ¥Y. Adventure (M-G) 4/15 


70 J. Weismuller-M. O'Hara 





WEEK OF RELEASE—46/25/42 





R. Corterz-R. Hudson 
L. Velez-E. Erro} 
Ten Gentiemen West Point (20th) 6/32 RD 104 G. Montgomery-M. O'Hara 


There’s One Born ye Minute (U) C © = 4H. Herbert-T. Brown’ 
I Married An Angel (M-G) 5/28 MU 83 J. MacDonald-N. Eddy 
Her Cardbeard Lover (M-G) 5/27 CD 93 N. Shearer-R. Tayler 
Maizie Gets Her Man (M-G) 5/27 Cc 8 A. Sothern-R. Skelion 
The Gay Sisters 6/ M 108 B. Stamwytk-G. Brent 
Friendly Enemies (UA) 6/24 C 5 C. Winninger-C. Ruggies 





WEEK OF RELEASE 7/2/42 





ae ef the Islands (Mone) M M. Hart 

ons ef the Pioneers (Rep) w R. Rogers-G. Hays 
Postman Didn’t Ring (20th) 6/3 C & R. Travis-B. Joyce 
Deep in Heart of Texas (U) c R. Steck-B. Crawford 
Sergeant Yerk (WB) 7/2/41 RD 134 G. Cooper-J. Leslie 





WEEK OF RELEASE—7/$ ‘42 





tlantic Cenvey (Cel) M 3. Beal-V. Field 

op Sergeant (U0) c L. Carrille-A. Devine 
Flight Lieutenant (Col) 8/5 D 8 P. O’Brien-G. Ford 
Tumble Weed Trail (PRC) “ B. Beyd-A. Davis 
Spy Ship (WB) 6/3 M #62 C. Stevens-I. Manning 





WEEK OF RELEASE—7/16/42 


—_— —___ — 





rairie Gunsmeke (Cel) w B. Elliot-T. Ritter 
rums of the Conge (U) M 61 = 5S. Erwin-O. Munson 
ings for the Eagle (WB) 6/3 M 85 A. Sheridan-D. Morgan 


Arizena Bound (Meno) 9/10/41 W 58 B. Jones-T. McCoy 








WEEK OF RELEASE—7/23/42 





‘scape from Crime (WB) 6/2 M 51 &. Travis-J. Bishop 
his Abeve All (20th) 5/13 RD 118 T. Power-J. Fontaine 
Pierre ef the Plains (M-G) 6/17 M 6 J. Carroll-R. Hussey 


Hi Neighbor (Rep) c 3. Parker-J. Archer 











WEEK OF RELEASE 7/30/42 





ackass Mail (M-G) 6/17 CD 8 W. Beery-M, Main 
[he Sembrero Kids (Rep) Cc D. Barry-L. Merrick 

Joan of Ovark (Rep) c J. Cavona-J. E. Brown 
Invisible Agent (U) 8/5 M 179 JI. Massey-J. Hall ; 
Lucky Legs (Col) MU J. Falkenberg-K. Harris 





WEEK OF RBELEASE—8/6/42 





Blondie For Victory (Col) Cc P. Singleton-B. Lake 
Crossreads (M-G) 6/24 RD 3 W. Powell-H. Lamarr 
Smart Alecks (Mono) Cc R. Pryer-M. Rosenbloom 
Call of the Canyon (Rep) w G. Autry-S. Burnett 

> 83 Abott & Cestello 


Parden My Sarong (U) 8/5 c 





WEEK OF RELEASE—8/13/42 








Bad Men of the Hills (Col) w C. Starrett-L. Walters 








Hillbilly Blitzkreig (Mone) c B. Duncan-E. Kennedy 
Timber (U) Cc L. Carillo-A. Divine 
Shadews of the Sage (Rep) w B. Steel-T. Tyler 


WEEK OF RELEASE 8/20/42 





Talk ef the Tewn (Coil) M C. Grant-J. Arther 
Borders of the West (Mono) Ww B. Jones-T. MeCoy 
Are Husbands Necessary (Par) 6/17 cD se 6R. Milland-B. Fields 


Priorities on Parade (Par) 7/29 ML 79 #A. Miller—J. Johnson 
The Pied Piper (20th) 7/8 D 84 M. Woolley-R. McDowell 
The Old Hemestead (Rep) Cc Weaver Bros. 





WEEK OF RELEASE—8/27/42 





Sabetage Squad (Col) 8/5 M 6 B. Bennett-K. Harris 
One Thrilling Niane y Mone) 7/1 M 6 J. Beal-W. McKay 
Sunset Serenade (Rep) w R. Regers-H. Parrish 


Loves ef Edgar =— Pee (20th) 7/8 mM 67 J. Sheppard-L. Darnell 





TRADESHOWN AND FOR FUTURE RELEASE 





Mokey (M-G) 3/25 M 87 Dz. Dailey-D. Reed 
About Face (UA) 4/15 Cc & W.Tracy-J. Sawyer 
Night im New Orleans (Par) 5/8 M 7% D. Lamour-K. Denning 
Mrs. Miniver > 5/13 DP 133 G. Garsen-W. 
Once Upon a (M-G) 5/2 M S M. Hunt-R. 
Bambi (RKO) 5/27 CD 7 (Disney Cartoon) 
Yankee Doodle (WB) 6/3 MU is J. J. Leslie 
c ling t ,,°* on Hod L: P. Dorn 
a Dr. Gillespie (M-G) 6/17 pr 
Holiday Imm (Par) on ’ MU 101 B. Cresby-F. Astaire 
Eagle Squadrem (U) 6/17 RD 103 R. -D. Barrymore 
te (Par) 6/17 W 15 &. Dix-K. Tayler 
I Live im Damger (Par) 6/17 M 73 C. Merris-3. 
Apache Trail (M-G) 6/24 W 66 L. Nolan-D. Reed 
The Magnificent Ambersons (RKO) 17/1 RD 8 4J. Cotton-D. C~stelle 
United We Stand (20th) 1/1 6 (Decumentary) 
The Youme Mr. Pitt (20th) 7/1 M 118 R. Donat-K. Moricy 
Footlight Seremade (20th) 1/8 MU 4%i J. Payne-B. Grable 
The Pride of the Yankees (RKO) 7/15 > = . Cooper-T. Wright 
Ying (WB) 7/15 - Lohman 
Stagereach Buckareo 1/13 WwW <3 J. MacBrown-F. Night 
Kiondyke Fary — 7/15 w 8 EK. Lewe-L. Piceomke 
War Against Mrs. Hadley ~—G) 85 D 8 E. Arneld-F. Bainter 
Somewhere Pl Find You 3 $35 BD i C. Gable-L. Turper 
The Bic Street (RKO) 8/5 CD 88 HH. Fonda-I. Bali 
Journey Inte Fear (RKO) 8/5 M 68 J. Cotten-D. Del Ric 
Mexican Spitfire’s Elephant (RKO) 8/5 C 63 L. Velez-L. Errol 
rales of Manhattan (20th) 3/5 CD 117 (AI star cast) 





Advance Production Chart 





Hollywood, Aug. 4. 

Four more studios, namely Republic, Columbia, Mono- 
gram and RKO-Radio have announced officially their 
production schedules for the 1942-'43 season. Republic 
promises the exhibitors 34 features; 32 westerns and 
four serials. Columbia obligates itself to a schedule of 
48 features; 16 westerns and four serials. RKO-Radio 
announces a list of producers which will release through 
its facilities composed of Walt Disney, Sam Goldwyn, 
Herbert Wilcor, J. Votion, Sol Lesser and Jerrold 
Brandt which added to the studio’s output of 28 fea- 





tures will make a total of 45 pictures in 1942-'43 for the 
customers. Monogram will make for next year’s prod- 
uct 30 films of which 34 are to be features and 16 will 
be westerns. 

United Artists has not lined up its list of producers 
and consequently is not in a position at this writing to 
announce any production number for the exhibitors to 
expect during the 1942-'43 season. (At the end of credits 
shown in ‘Variety’ chart (1941-42) designates whether 
picture is current year’s output or next segson’s.) If no 
date is given after credits, refer to table under studio 
name where date of film's release is noted. 








"41-42 picid ing Cutting T 
Features vieee a i a as *S 
eee a 2 1 AS 
Sa 4 n o i 3 
pare os 1 + t 55 


Pictures in cutting room or awaiting relase: 


BAD MEN OF THE HILLS, formerly VALLEY OF 
LAWLESS MEN, western; prod. Jack Fier; dir.. Wil- 
liam Berke; original screenplay, Luci Ward: camera, 
Benjamin Kline. Cast: Charies Starrett, Russell 
Hayden, Luana Walters, Cliff Edwards, Alan Bridges, 
Stanley Brown (1941-42). 


THE LONE WOLF IN SCOTLAND YARD, mystery: 
prod., Wallace MacDonald; dir. Edward Dmytryk; no 
writing credits; camera, Phil Tannura. Cast: Warren 
William, Eric Blore, Hillary Brooke, Thurston Hall, 
Fred Kelsey, Matthew Boulton, Morton Lowry, Leslie 
Denison, Billy Bevan, Forrest Tucker, Kurt Katch, 
Ed Laughton, Clyde Cook, Stanley Logan, Keith Hitch- 
cock, Wyndham Standing, Tom Stevenson (1941-42). 


BLONDIE FOR VICTORY, domestic comedy; prod. 
Robert Sparks; dir. Frank Sirayer; no maa crediis; 
camera, Henry Freulich. Cast: Penny ingleton, 
Arthur Lake, Larry Simms, Jonathan Hale, Almira 
Sessions, George Backus, Daisy, Frank Scully (1941-42). 


SABOTAGE SQUAD, formerly FINGERS, drama; 
prod., Jack Fier; dir.. Lew Landers; no writing credits; 
camera, Franz Planer. Cast: Bruce Bennett, Kay Har- 
ris, Edward Norris, George McKay, Sidney Blackmer, 
John Tyrrell, Don Beddoe, Eddie Laughton, Edward 
Hearn, Pat Lane, John Dilson, Ethan Laidlaw, Jack 
Passin, Hugh Prosser, Cy Ring (1941-42). 


PERILS OF THE ROY.1L MOUNTED, serial, prod. 
Larry Darmour: dir. James W. Horne; original screen 
play, Basil Dickey, Scott Littleton, Louis Heifetz, Jesse 
A. Duffy; camera, James S. Brown, Jr. Cast: Robert 
Stevens, Kenneth MacDonald, Herbert Rawlinson, Nell 
O’Day, John Elliott, Nick Thompson, Art Miles, Rich- 
ard Fiske, Richard Vallin, Forrest Taylor, Kermit May- 
nard, George Chesebro, Jack Ingram (1941-42). 


LUCKY LEGS, comedy drama; prod., Wallace Mac- 
Donald; dir., Charles Barton; no writing credits; cam- 
era, Philip Tannura. Cast: Jinx Falkenburg, Kay Har- 
ris, Russell Hayden, William Wright, Don Beddoe, 
Frank Sully, Leslie Brooks. 

MY SISTER EILEEN, comedy; prod., Max Gordon; 
dir.. Alexander Hall; no writing credits; camera, Jo- 
seph Walker. Cast: Rosalind Russell, Brian Aherne, 
Janet Blair, Frank Sully, Jeff Donnell (1941-42). 

STAND BY ALL NETWORKS, war drama; prod., 
Jack Fier; dir. Lew Landers; no writing credits; cam- 
era, Henry Freulich. Cast: John Beal, Florence Rice, 
Kenneth MacDonald, Alan Baxter, Don Beddoe, Mar- 
garet Hayes, Mary Treen, John Tyrrell 

PARDON MY GUN, western: prod., Jack Fier; dir., 
William Berke;-no writing credits; camera, George 
Meehan. Cast: Charles Starrett, Alma Carroll, Noah 
Beery, Lioyd Bridges. Bob Stevens, Dick Curtis, Ted 
Mates, Arthur Hunnicutt (1941-42). 

BOSTON BLACKIE, mystery: prod., Wallace Mac- 
Donald: dir., Michsel Gordon; no writing credits; cam- 
era, Henry Freulich. Cast: Chester Morris, Richard 
Lane, George E. Stone, Constance Worth, Lioyd Cor- 
rigan, William Wright, Forrest Tucker, John Tyrrell. 

SMITH OF MINNESOTA, collegian; prod., Jack Fier; 
dir., Lew Landers; no writing credits; camera, Phil Tan- 
nura. Cast: Bruce Smith, Arline Judge, Warren Ashe, 
Douglas Leavitt, Don Beddoe, Rosemary De Camp, 
Kay Harris, Robert Stevens. 

THE DARING YOUNG MAN, comedy-drama; prod., 
Robert Sparks; dir. Frank R. Strayer; no writing 
credits; camera, Franz Planer. Cast. Joe E. Brown, 
Marguerite Chapman, Claire Dodd, Roger Clark, Wil- 
liam Wright, Don Beddoe, Lloyd Bridges, Frank Sully, 
Eddie Laughton. 

THE LAW OF THE BADLANDS, western; prod., 
Leon Barsha; dir.. William Berke: no writing credits; 
camera, Benjamin Kline. .Cast: Russell Hayden, Bob 
Wills, Walter ‘Dub’ Taylor, Lucille Lambert. 

A TORNADO IN THE SADDLE, western; prod., Leon 
Barsha: dir.. William Berke; original screen play, 
Charles Francis Royal; camera, George Meehan. Cast: 
Russell Hayden, Bob Wills, Dub Taylor, Alma Carroll, 
Tristram Coffin, Donald Curtis, Tack Baxley, Leon Mc- 
Aulisse, Hailey Huggins. 

THE SPIRIT OF STANFORD, collegian; prod., Sam 
White; dir. Charles Barton; screen play, Howard 3s 
Green, William Brent, Nick Lukats; story by William 
Brent and Nick Lukats; camera, Franz Planer, John 
Stumar. Cast: Frankie Albert, Marguerite Chapman, 
Matt Willis, Shirley Patterson, Kay Harris, Robert 
Stevens, Lloyd Bridges, Forrest Tucker, Billy Lechner, 
Harold Landon, Volta Boyer, Ernie Nevers. 

SHALL I TELL ’EM, dir., Charles Barton; no writing 
credits; camera, Phil Tannura. Cast: Margaret Lindsay, 
John Beal, Bert Gordon, Dorothy Ann Seese, Sig Arno, 
Constance Worth, Nedda Parker, Louise Squire, Hal- 
ene Hill, John T. Mv -ray, James Morton. 

Celambia Films in Preductien 


COMMANDOS COME AT DAWN, drama: prod. 
Lester Cowan; dir. Lit. Commander John Farrow; no 
writing credits; camera, William Mellor. i 
Muni, Anna Lee, Edmund Gwenn, Ray Collins, Alex 
Knox, Rosemary De Camp. 

THE DESPERADOES, western in Technicolor; prod., 
Harry Joe Brown; dir, Charles Vidor; no writing cred- 
its; camera, —- Meehan. Cast: Randolph Scott, 
Glenn Ford, Evelyn Keyes, Claire Trevor, Edgar 
Buchavan. 

THE LAW OF THE NORTHWEST, western; prod, 
Jack Fier: dir, William Berke: no writing credits; 

jamin Kline. Cast: Charles Starrett. Shirley 


camera, Ben 4 e 
Patterson, Arthur Hunnicutt, Douglas Leavitt, Stanley 


Brown, Donald Curtis, Al Boles, 





UNDERGROUND AGENT, drama; prod., Sam White; 
dir., Michael Gordon; no writing credits; camera, L. W. 
O'Connell. Cast: Bruce Bennett, Leslie Brooks. 
SOMETHING TO SHOUT ABOUT, musical: prod. 
.. ~~ Ratoff; no ee SF. —— ea. Franz 
laner. Cast: Don Ameche, ie, William Gax- 
ton, Cobina Wright, Jr. 44 


YOU WERE NEVER LOVELIE musical; od. 
Lou Edelman; dir, William Seiter; ~4 writing credits: 
Camera, Ted Tetzlaff. Cast: Fred Astaire, Rita Hay- 
worth, Adolphe Menjou, Xavier Cugat and his band, 
Isobel Elsom, Leslie Brooks, Adele Mara, Catherine 
Craig, Gus Schilling. 


Metro 


=a 6G oe” oe & 
Features ......... so 59 e a “— 

Pictures in cutting room or awaiting release: 

_ME AND MY GAL, vaudeviller; prod.. Arthur Freed: 
dir.. Busby Berkeley; no writing credits; camera, no 
credit. Cast: Judy Garland, George Murphy, Gene 
Kelly, Martha Eggerth, Richard Quine, Ben Blue. 


RANDOM HARVEST, drama; prod., Sidney Franklin: 
dir. Mervyn LeRoy; story based on novel by James 
Hilton; camera, Joseph Ruttenberg. Cast: Ronald Col- 
man, Greer Garson, Philip Dorn. 


CAIRO, drama; prod., Joseph Mankiewicz; dir, W.S. 
Van Dyke; no writing credits; camera, Ruy June. Cast: 
Jeanette MacDonald, Robert Young. 


SEVEN SISTERS, comedy-drama; prod., Joseph Pas- 
ternack; dir.. Frank Borzage; no writing credits; cam- 
era, George Folsey. Cast: Van Heflin, Kathryn Gray- 
son, Marsha Hunt, Diana Lewis, Cecilia Parker, Frances 
Rafferty, Frances Raeburn, S. Z. Sakall. 

_A YANK AT ETON, comedy-drama; prod., John Con- 
sidine; dir.. Norman Taurog: no wfiting credits; camera, 
Karl Freund. Cast: Mickey Rooney, Freddie Bartholo- 
mew, Ian Hunter. Juanita Quigley, Edmund Gwenn. 

WHITE CARGO, drama; prod., Victor Saville; dir., 
Richard Thorpe; original and scteenplay, Leon Gordon; 
camera, Harry Stradling. Cast: Hedy Lamarr, Walter 
Pidgeon, Frank Morgan, Bramwell Fletcher. 

EYES IN THE NIGHT, dr2ma; prod.. Jack Chertok; 
screenplay, Howard Emmett Rogers, Guy Trosper; cam- 
era, Robert Planck. Cast: Edward Arnold, Ann Hard- 
ing, Donna Reed, Reginald Denny. 

ANDY HARDY’S LAST FLING, comedy-drama: 
prod., General Office; dir.. George Seitz; no writing 
credits; camera, George Folsey. Cast: Mickey Rooney, 
Lewis Stone, Fay Holden, Esther Williams. 

Metro Pix in Production 

THE MAN ON AMERICA’S CONSCIENCE, histor- 
ical drama; prod., J. Waiter Ruben; dir. William 
Dieterle; no writing credits; camera, Harold Rosson. 
Cast: Van Heflin, Ruth Hussey, Lionel Barrymore, Mar- 
jorie Main. 

REUNION, crate: prod., Joseph L. Mankiewicz; 
dir., Jules Dassin; fo writing credits; camera, William 
Daniels... Cast: Joan Crawford, Philip. Dorn. 

JCUBNEY FOR MARGARET, drama; prod., B. F. 
Fineman;: dir., Herbert Kline: no writing credits: cam- 
era, Paul Vogel. Cast: Robert Young, Laraine Day. 

WHISTLING IN DIXIE, comedy mystery: prod. 
George Haight; dir.. S. Sylvan Simon: no writing 
credits; camera, Clyde De Vinna. Cast: Red Skelton, 
Ann Rutherford, Diana Lewis, Rags Ragland. 

GAMBLER’S CHOICE, drama; prod., Sam Mar®; dir., 
Joe Newman; no writing credits; camera, Jackson Rose. 
Cast: William Lundigan, James Craig, Patricia Dane. 

SKYWAY TO GLORY, air drama; prod., B. F. Zeid- 
man; dir., George Sidney; no writing credits; camera, 
Paul Vogel. Cast: Franchot Tone, Marcia Hunt. 

KEEPER OF THE FLAME, drama; prod., Victor 
Saville; dir., George Cukor; no writing credits; camera, 
William Daniels. Cast: Spencer Tracy, Katharine Hep- 
burn. 

CLEAR.FOR ACTION, navy drama; co-prod., Robert 
Z. Leonard and O. O. Duil; dir., Robert Z. Leonard; no 
writing credits; camera, Charles Rosher. Cast: Robert 
Taylor, Charles Laughton, Brian Donievy, Walter 
Brennan. 

PRESENTING LILLY MARS, drama; prod. Joe 
Pasternak; dir.. Norman Taurog; no writing credits; 
camera, unassigned. Cast: Judy Garland, Richard 
Carlson, Fay Bainter, Spring Byington, Ray Mac- 
Donald. 





Premixed €Com- Sheect- New 
"41-42 pleted jon Catting Te go 
Features ..... ee 2 i 3 26 
Westerms ........ 16 o 1 7 15 
Ce skheuneecre oe 3 2 4h 4 


HILLBILLY BLITZERIEG, wee: 
dir., Roy Mack; screen play, Roy S. + camera, 
Marcei Le Picard. Cast: Ken , Bud Duncan, 
Cliff Nazarro, Doris Linden, Littlefield (1941-42). 

ARIZONA STAGECOACH, western: prod. George 
W. Weeks; dir, S. Roy Luby; no writing credits; cam, 
era, Bob Cline. Cast: Ray Corrigan, Max Terhune, 
John King, Nell O'Day (1941-42). 

KING OF THE STALLIONS, horse saga; prod.-dir., 
Edward Finney; original story, Roger M 
play, Arthur St. Claire and Sherman Lowe; camera, 
Marcel Le Picard. Cast: Nekoma (the stallion), Sally 
Cairans, Chief Thuzmlerbird, Chief Yowlachie (1941-42). 

POLACE BULLETS, melodrama; prod. Lindsiey Par- 
sons; dir, Jean Yarbrough; screenplay, Edmond Kelso 

(Continued on page 31) 
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and Ande Land; camera, unassigned. Cast: John 


Archer, Warren Hymer. 


ISLE OF MISSING MEN, South Seas; prod. dir., 
Ri d Oswald; adapted by Richard Cswald and Rob- 
ert apin from the play, “White Lady,’ by Gina 
Kauss and Ladislau Fodor; camera, Paul Ivano. Cast: 
John Howard, Helen Gilbert, Gilbert Roland, Alan 
Mowbray, Bradley Page, Noah Beery, George Chandler. 


PHANTOM KILLER, mystery; prod., A. W. Hackel: 
dir., William Beaudine; screen play, Forrest Taylor; 
camera, Marcel Le Picard. Cast: Dick Purcell, Joan 
Woodbury, John Hamilton, Warren Hymer, Kenneth 
Harlan, Mantan Moreland, Gayne Whitman, George 
Lewis, Elliott “Sullivan, Forrest Taylor, J. Farrell 
MacDonald. 


FOREIGN AGENT, spy-ringer; prods., Martin Moo- 
ney, Max King; dir., William Beaudine; original story, 
Martin Mooney; screenplay by Martin Mooney and 
John Krafft; camera, Max Stengler. Cast: John Shel- 
ton, Gale Storm, Ivan Lebedeff, Hans Schumm, Wil- 
liam Halligan, George Travell, Patsy Moran, Lyle Lat- 
tel, Herbert Rawlinson, Kenneth Harlan, Jack Muthall, 
David Clarke. 

Monogram Pix in Preduction 

TEXAS TO BATAAN, western; prod, George W. 
Weeks; dir., Robert Tansey; no writing credits; cam- 
era, unassigned. ‘ast: John King, Max Terhune, 
Davey Sharpe, Marjorie Manners. 

HOMICIDE SQUAD, melodrama; prod., Lindsley 
Parsons; dir. Jean Yarbrough; no writing credits; 
camera unassigned. Cast: Edith Fellows, John Mil- 
jan, Robert Lowery, Jan Wiley, Pat Gleason, John 





Maxwell. 
Paramount 
P ‘om- Shoot - Now 
741-42 pleted ing Cutting To ge 
Stadio... 6. écocs @ 27 
H. Sherman...... 9 8 1 3 0 
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Pictures in cutting room or awaiting release: 

AMERICAN EMPIRE, western; prod., Harry Sher- 
man; dir., William McGann; — ay, Don Hartman, 
Frank Butler; story by Melvin Frank, Norman Panama; 
camera, Russell Harlan. Cast: Richard Dix, Preston 
Foster, Frances Gifford, Leo Carrillo, Jack La Rue, 
Chris-Pin Martin, Ian MacDonald. 

THE PALM BEACH STORY, comedy; asso., prod., 
Paul Jones; dir., Preston Sturges; screenplay, Preston 
Sturges; camera, Victor Milner. Cast: Claudette Col- 
bert, Joel McCrea, William Demarest. 

WILDCAT, (adventure); prod., Wm. Pine and Wm. 
Thomas; dir., Frank McDonald; no writing credits; 
camera, Fred Jackman, Jr. Cast: Richard Arlen, Arline 
Judge, William Frawley, Buster Crabbe, Arthur Hunni- 
cutt, Elisha Cook, Jr., Ralph Sanford, Alec Craig, John 
Dilson, Ed Keane, Will Wright, Jessica Newcombe, Billy 
Benedict, Billy Nelson, Tom Kennedy, Fred Sherman, 
William Hall, John Fisher, Abdullah Abbass, Don 
Barclay, Dick Elliot, 

BORDER PATROL, formerly: MISSING MEN, west- 
ern; prod., Harry Sherman; dir., Lesley Selander; no 
writing credits; camera, unassigned. Cast: William 
Boyd, Andy Clyde, J. Kirby, Claudia Drake, Duncan 
Renaldo. 


I MARRIED A WITCH, drama; asso. prod., Preston 
Sturges; dir.. Rene Clair; screenplay, Robert Pirosh 
and Marc Connelly; suggested by a story of Thorne 
Smith and completed by Norman Matson; camera, Ted 
Tetzlaff. Cast: Fredric March, Veronica Lake, Susan 
Hayward, Robert Benchiey, Cecil Kellaway, Elizabeth 
Patterson, Esther Howard, Robert Warwick. 


GREAT WITHOUT GLORY, formerly TRIUMPH 
OVER PAIN, drama; prod.-dir., Preston Sturges; no 
writing credits; camera, Victor Milner. Cast: Joel 
McCrea, Betty Field, Susan Hayward, Harry Carey, 
Julius Tannen, Janet Beecher, Lora Lee. 

WAKE ISLAND, drama; asso. prod., Joseph Sistrom; 
dir., John Farrow; no writing credits; camera, Theodor 
Sparkuhl. Cast: Brian Donlevy, Robert Preston, 
Albert Dekker, Macdonald Carey, William Bendix, 
Barbara Britton. 


HAPPY GO LUCKY, musical in technicolor; asso. 
prod., Harold Wilson; dir., Curtis Bernhardt;,no writing 
credits; camera, Karl Struss; color camera, Wilfred 
Cline. Cast: Mary Martin, Dick Powell, Eddie Bracken, 
Betty Hutton, Rudy Vallee, Mabel Paige, Clem Bevans, 
Sylvia Opert, Gene Cale, Frances Raymond, Irving Ba- 
con, Arthur Loft, Paul McVey, Donald Kerr, Lorraine 
Miller, Barbara Slater, Rebel Randall, Aileen Haley, 
Lynda Grey, Louise La Panche, Caleb Peterson, Kay 
Linaker, Jean Fenwick, Frederick Clark, Lillian Ran- 
dolph, Napoleon Simpson, Olaf Hytten, Harry Barris, 
Edgar Norton, Rita Christiana, Lancelot Pinard, Charles 
R. Moore, Leyland Hodgson. 

LADY BODYGUARD, drama; prod.. Sol C. Siegel; 
asso. prod., Burt Kelley; dir., William Clemens; screen- 
play, Edmund Hartman, Art Arthur; based on story by 
Edward Haldeman, Vera Caspary; camera, Daniel Fapp. 
Cast: Eddie Albert, Anne Shirley, Raymond Walburn, 
Roger Pryor, Ed Brophy, Maude Eburne, Clem Bevans, 
Mary Treen, Gus Schilling, Charles Halton, Olin How- 
lin, Jack Norton, Donald MacBride, Emmett Vogan, 
John H. Dilson, Harlan Briggs, George M. Carleton, 
Gordon De Main, Frances Morris, Jack Stoney, Fred 
Graham, Kernan Cripps, Charles R. Moore, Sam Ash, 
Wilbur Mack, Jack Gardner. 

THE MAJOR AND THE MINOR, romantic comedy; 
prod., Arthur Hornblow; dir., Billy Wilder; no writing 
credits; camera, Leo Tover. Cast: Ginger Rogers, Ray 
Milland, Dorothy Comingore, Robert Benchley, Dolly 
Loehr, Edward Fielding Janet Beecher, Frankie 
Thomas, Jr., Charlie Smith, Dickie Jones, Billy Cook, 
Stanley Desmond, Mary Field, Will Wright, Freddie 
Mercer, Carlotta Jelm, Ethel Clayton, Lynda Grey, 
Gloria Williams, Tom Dugan, Tom McGuire, William 
aoe George Anderson, Stanley Andrews, Emory 

arneli. 


WRECKING CREW, action-drama; prods., William 
Pine and Williaim Thomas; dir., Frank McDonaid; no 
writing credits; camera, Fred Jackman, Jr. Cast: 
Richard Arlen, Chester Morris, Jean Parker, Esther 
Dale, Pat West, Joe Sawyer, Frank Melton, William 
Hall, George McKay, Eddie Waller, Fred Sherman, 
Alexander Granach. 


MY HEART BELONGS TO DADDY, comedy drama; 
rod,, Sol C. Siegel; asso. prod., E. D. Leshin; dir. 
obert Siodmak; original screenplay, F. Hugh Her- 
bert; camera, Daniel Fapp. Cast: Richard Carlson, 
Martha O’Driscoll, Frances Gifford, Cecil Kellaway, 
Florence. Bates, Mabel Paige, Velma Berg, Francis 
i+ Fern Emmett, Betty Farrington, Milton Kib- 
ee. 





MES. WIGGS OF THE CABBAGE PATCH, comedy 
drama; prod., Sol C, Siegel; asso. prod., Ralph Murphy; 
dir., Ralph Murphy; no writing credits; camera, Leo 
Tover. Cast: Fay Bainter, Carolyn Lee, Hugh Herbert, 
Vera Vague, Berbara Britton, Betty Brewer, Mary 
Thomas, Billy Lee, Carl ‘Alfalfa’ Switzer. 


THE FOREST RANGERS, technicolor adventure. 
asso. prod., Robert Sisk; dir.. George Marshall: screen 
play, Harold Shumate; from a story by Thelma 
Strabel; camera, Charles Lang. Cast: Fred Mac- 
Murray, Paulette Goddard, Susan Hayward, Albert 
Dekker, Lynne Overman, Phillip Terry, Jim Brown. 


THE GLASS KEY, mystery; asso. prod. Fred Kohl- 
mar; dir., Stuart Heisler; screen play, Jonathan Lati- 
mer; based on novel by Dashiell Hammett: camera, 
Theodor Sparkuaol. Cast: Brian Donlevy. Alan Ladd, 
Patricia Morison, Bonita Granville, Joseph Calleia. 


THE ROAD TO MOROCCO, comedy-drama; asso. 
prod., Paul Jones; dir. David Butler: no writing 
credits; no camera credit set. Cast: Bing Crosby, Bob 
Hope, Dorothy Lamour, Donna Drake, Viadimir Soko- 
loff, Mikhail Rasumny, Jamiel Hasson, Monte Blue, 
Louise La Planche, Theo de Voe, Brooke Evans, 
Suzanne Ridgway, does Lag Yvonne de Carlo, Poppy 
Wilde, Ralph Penney, Dan Seymour, Pete G. Katche- 
nero, Brandon Hurst, Richard Loo, Leo Mostovoy, 
George Givot, Leon Belasco. 

SILVER QUEEN, drama; prod., Harry Sherman; dir., 
Lloyd Bacon; no writing credits; camera, Russell Har- 
lan. Cast: George Brent, Priscilla Lane, Bruce Capot, 
Eugene Pallette, Lynne Overman, Guinn ‘Big Boy’ 
Williams, Janet Beecher, Katharine Booth 


STREET OF CHANCE, formerly THE BLACK 
CUFPTAIN, mystery; prod., Sol C. Siegel; asso., prod., 
Burt Kelly; dir.. Jack Hively; screen play, Garrett 
Fort; based on story by Cornell Wooirich; camera. 
Theodor Sparkuhl. Cast: Burgess Meredith, Claire 
Trevor, Sheldon Leonard, Jerome Cowan, Frieda Ines- 
cort, Adeline De Walt Reynolds, Louise Platt, Arthur 
Loft, Edwin Maxwell, Milton Kibbee, George Watts. 
Gloria Williams, Keith Richards, Cliff Clark, Sonny 
Boy Williams, Helen MacKellar, Ruth Gillette, Harry 
Tyler, Besse Wade, Ralph Dunn, James C. Morton, 


Paramount Pix in Production 
NO TIME FOR LOVE, comedy-drama; asso. prod., 
Fred Kohlmar; dir., Mitchell Leisen; no writing credits; 
camera, Charles Lang. Cast: Claudette Colbert, Fred 
MacMurray, Richard Haydn, Ilka Chase, Paul McGrath, 
fen Havoc, Marjorie Gateson, Robert Herrick, Morton 
owry. 


FOR WHOM THE BELL TOLLS, drama; prod.-dir., 
Sam Wood; novel by Ernest Hemingway; camera, Ray 
Rennahan. Cast: Gary Cooper, Akim Tamiroff, Katina 
Paxinou, Joseph Calleia, Vladimir Sokoloff, Milkhail 
Rasumny, Edward Cianelii, Fortunio Bonanova, Dun- 
can Renaldo, Alexander Granach, Leonid Snegoff, Lilo 
Yarson, Martin Garralaga, Victor Varconi, Eric Fel- 
dary, Leo Bulgakoff, Feodor Chaliapin, Jean De Val, 
Armand Roland, Dick Botiller. 


STAR SPANGLED RHYTHM, musical; asso. prod., 
Joseph Sistrom; dir., George Marshall; no writing 
credits; camera, Leo Tover. Cast: Betty Hutton, Eddie 
Bracken, Victor Moore, Walter Abel, Anne Revere, 
Cass Daley, Gil Lamb, Cecil Kellaway, Edgar Dearing, 
Eddie ‘Rochester’ Anderson, Katherine Dunham, Walter 
Dare Wahl and Co., William Haade, Maynard Holmes, 
James Millican, Eddie Johnson, Slim and Slam, Louise 
La Planche, Lorraine Miller. 


PRELUDE TO GLORY, drama; asso. prod. Fred 
Kohlmar; dir., Frank Tuttle; no writing credits; cam- 
era, John Seitz. Cast: Alan Ladd, Marie MacDonald, 
Helen Walker, Mable Paige, Sheldon Leonard, Lloyd 
Corrigan, Russell White, Dave Willock, John Wengraf. 

HENRY ALDRICH GETS GLAMOUR, comedy; prod., 
Walter MacEwen; asso. prod. Jules Schermer; dir., 
Hugh Bennett; no writing credits; camera, Dan Fapp. 
Cast: Jimmy Lydon, Charles Smith, John Lytel, Olive 
Blakeney, Frances Gifford, Gail Russell. 

THE CRYSTAL BALL, drama; asso. prod., Richard 
Blumenthal: dir., Elliott Nugent; no writing credits; 
camera, Leo Tover. Cast: Ray Milland, Paulette God- 
dard, Virginia Field, William Bendix, Cecil Kellaway, 
Mable Paige, Clem Bevans, Gladys George. 

HOPPY SERVES A WRIT. western; prod., Harry 
Sherman: dir., George Archainbaud; no writing credits; 
camera. Russeli Harlan. Cast: Bill Boyd, Jan Christy, 
Jay Kirby, Andy Clyde, Victor Jory, George Reeves. 


Repeblc 





Promised Com- Shoot - Now 
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Serials TTTT Th 4 0 0 1 3 
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Pictures in cutting room or awaiting release: 
THE PERILS OF NYOKA, serial; prod., William 


O’Sullivan: dir., William Witney; original screen play, 
Ronald Davidson, Norman S. Hall, William Lizely, 
Joseph O'Donnell, Joseph Poland; camera, Reggie Lan- 


ning. Cast: Kay Aldridge, Lorna Gray, George Lewis, 
George Pembroke, Tristram Coffin, Forbes Murray, 
Charles Middleton, Robert Strange, Clayton Moore, 


William Benedict (1941-42). 

LAZYBONES, comedy; asso. prod., Harriet Parsons; 
dir., Joseph Santley; no writing credits; camera, Ernest 
Miller. Cast: Judy Canova, Joe E. Brown, Eddie Foy, 
Jr.. Alexander Granach, Anne Jeffreys, Otto Reichow, 
Wolfgang Zilzer, Don Curtis (1941-42). 

FLYING TIGERS, air saga; prod., Edmund Grainger; 
dir. David Miller; original screenplay, Kenneth 
Gamet: camera, Jack Marta. Cast: John Wayne, John 
Carroll, Anna Lee, Bill Shirley, Torn Neal, Paul Kelly, 
Edmund MacDonald, Gordon Jones, David Bruce, Bud 
McTaggart, Gregg Barton, John James, Jimmy Dood 
(1941-42), 

HI NEIGHBOR, comedy-drama; prod. Armand 
Schaefer; dir., Charles Lamont: no writing credits; 
camera, Ernest Miller. Cast: Lulu Belle and Scoity, 
Vera Vague, Pappy Cheshire. 

ICE-CAPADES REVUE, icer; prod.. Robert North; 
dir., Bernard Vorhaus; no writing credits; camera, John 
‘Alton. Cast: Ice-Capades skating troupe personnel, 
Vera Vague, Jerry Colonna. 

THE OLD HOMESTEAD, hillbilly; prod. Armand 
Schaefer; dir.. Frank MacDonald; screenplay, Dorrell 
and Stuart McGowan; camera, Ernest Miller. Cast: 
Weaver Bros. and Elviry. 

KING OF THE \AOUNTIES, serial; asso. prod., W. J. 
O'Sullivan; dir., Wiliam Witney; no writing credits; 
camera, Bud Thackeray. Cast: Allan Lane, Peggy 

(Continued on page 32) 





Early Settlement with Warner Bros. 
White-Collarites N. Y. Union Seen 


Settlement of the Warner Bros. 
office employees’ strike, with white- 
collarites returning to jobs in the 
homeoffice, exchange and _ ware- 
house, was seen late yesterday 
(Tuesday) following resumption of 
negotiations between the union and 
Warners. Negotiations were re- 
opened at the instance of Mrs. Eli- 
nore M. Herrick, regional director 
of the National Labor Relations 
Board who intervened in the mat- 
ter and suggested efforts be made to 
end the strike. She held a meet- 
ing on the matter yesterday morn- 
ing (Tuesday). Understood it was 
called of her own volition. 

Negotiating committee of the of- 
fice workers union, headed by Ray 
Price and Edward K. Flaherty, were 
still in session with Warner execu- 
tives as ‘Variety’ went to press late 
yesterday (Tuesday). It is possible 
that a settlement may be reached ic- 
day (Wed.), when negotiations will 
be resumed. Union’s committee is 
meeting with Harold S. Bareford, 
Warner attorney; Sam Schneider, 
h.o. executive, and Ralph Budd, per- 
sonnel director. 

Understood union members held 
meeting last night (Tuesday) to dis- 
cuss progress of negotiations and to 
consider going back to work mean- 
time. 

On Monday (3), when Warners and 
the Strikers were still apart, it was 
claimed that some office employees 
came back to work that day. Addi- 
tionally, certain white-collarites re- 
turned from vacation then and did 
not immediately join those on strike. 

While it was said certain work- 
ers returned, an executive for War- 
ners refused to divulge the number 
nor could it be learned elsewhere. 

Strike called by the white-collar 
union known as the Motion Picture 
Office Employees, Local 23196 of the 
American Federation of Labor, fol- 
lowed submission of a two-year 
contract by Warners after 
agreement on terms. Complaint of 
union was that contract, as written, 
was not in accordance with oral 
agreement reached, particularly with 
respect to the preferential shop 
clause under which all new em- 
ployees must become members of 
the union within 90 days. 

Union Disputed Contract 

Also, claimed the contract was to 
be retroactive to May 28 but that 
when it was delivered the date was 
changed to read commencing the 
week of June 9. 

Warehouse emp!cyees, also out -on 
strike, were to have been included 
in the agreement but weren't, it is 


| further claimed. 


Warner Bros. feels that it had 
kept faith and points to the condi- 
tions it was willing to meet, includ- 
ing a work week of 3834 
substantial increase in salaries, re- 
troactive pay, severance provisions 
and vacations with pay. While 
RKO, Loew’s, Columbia and 20th- 
Fox recently granted 10% increases 
to its office workers, Warners were 
willing to go higher, figure reported 
being around 15%. 


Pickets at H.O., Exchange 


The. MPOE union, which at first 
picketed the Warner homeoffice and 
exchange, located together on West 
44th street, extended its campaign 
to the Strand and Hollywood thea- 
tres, throwing up picket lines at the 
stage doors of both WB houses, and 
also assigned members to parade in 
front of the Warner warehouse at 
54th street and 10th avenue. 

Most serious condition confronted 
the exchange, due to the fact that the 


backroom help, members of the In- | 


ternational Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employees, refused to cross the 
MPOE picket line, but with sales- 
men, bookers and others pitching in, 
film was being serviced WB accounts 
About 45, employed in shipping, in- 
specting, rewinding, etc., in the so- 
called backroom, went out. 
SPG Urged Settlement 


The Screen Publicists Guild, 


whose case against Warner Bros. is| 


scheduled to come up Friday (7) be- 
fore the U. S. Conciliation Service 
of the War Labor Board, entered a 
plea last week in favor of the Motion 
Picture Office Employees following 
walkout of their members in War- 
ners Wednesday night (29>. 

SPG on Friday night (31) sent 
night letters to Major Albert Warner 
at the h.o. and to Harry M. Warner 


oral | 


hours, | 


at the Burbank studio, appealing to 
them to not only settle their own 
(SPG) complaint but also the dis- 
pute with the MPOE. Signed by 
Jonas Rosenfield, Jr., president of 
the SPG, the telegrams sent were as 
follows: 


‘The deplorable labor policies of 
Warner Bros. Pictures, Inc., which 
have resulted in a prolonged con- 
troversy between your company and 
the Screen Publicists Guild, have 
now provoked another serious situa- 
tion involving Warner Bros.’ office 
employees. We of the Screen Pub- 
licists Guild are of course involved, 
it so happens involuntarily. We can 
only express to you once more our 
earnest desire that Warner Bros. 
now adopt, however tardily, its 
proper role in our national crisis, 
and at once move to settle both dis- 
putes in a fair and honorable way, 
and in accordance with President 
Roosevelt’s oft-expressed wish that 
labor disputes at a time of total war 
be disposed of peacefully.’ 

While it would be unique should 
the SPG, an affiliate of the CIO, 
strike in sympathy with the MPOE, 
an AFL union, that this might come 
or some other cooperative action 
taken, is strongly implied. 

Publicist’s Own Case 


While the SPG obtained a contract 
from all other homeoffices several 
months ago, its negotiations with 
Warners were broken off a while 
back, resulting in the appeal to the 
U. S. Conciliation Service. Prior to 
that move, the SPG had sought a 
settlement through the National 
Labor Relations Board. 


The case cOming Friday (7) will 
be heard before a special panel on 
order of Dr. J. R. Steelman, director 
of the U. S. Conciliation Service. 
SPG seeks same contract with War- 
ners that it got from the other com- 
panies, including a 10% increase ie- 
troactive to last Oct. 1. 

In a statement issued Friday night 
(31), the SPG said: 


‘We sincerely hope for and will 
work toward the speediest  settle- 
ment of our controversies so that 
our industry, labor and management 
united, can properly devote its entire 
efforts to the only crucial fight to- 
day—the winning of the war.’ 





Pitt’s Union Move 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 4. 

Initial organization meeting for a 
proposed front office union of Film 
Row employees was held here last 
week at Pittsburgher hotel. A rep- 
resentative of the IATSE was in 
charge of the session, and announce- 
ment was made that applications for 
| membership in the new B union were 
|now being accepted. 


Proposed union would be affiliated 
with the IATSE and AFL. 








' 


SOPEG MOVES ON PAR 
AND MUSIC SUBSIDS 


Having enrolled in its member- 
ship what is declared to be a de- 
cisive majority among Paramount 
| office workers in New York, the 
|'Screen Office & Professional Em- 
| ployees Guild expects that the date 
i for an election to determine on it as 
| the official bargaining agency, will 
| be set within a week by the National 
| Labor Relations Board. Claimed that 
| the majority in Par now runs about 
185%, embracing white-collar: work- 
iers in the homeoffice, exchange, 
|Par News and its two music sub- 
sidiaries, Paramount Music and Fa- 
mous Music Corp. 

‘SOPEG is negotiating for a deal 
with National Screen Service, cover- 
ing its h.o. and exchange, while 
eallier this weck a contract was 
signed with RKO, 20th, Loew's, and 
Columbia at increases of 10%. 


H. S. Gallup Now Prez 


Detroit, Aug. 4. 


Formerly general manager, Hugh 
S. Gallup has been chosen president 
of the Delft Theatres, Inc., succeed- 
ing Morgan W. Jopling, who died re- 
cently. The chain operates houses 
in Marquette, Escanaba, Iron River 
and Munising, all Michigan Upper 
Peninsula towns. 
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Bataan and ‘Underground’ Themes 
On Virtually Every New Film Sked 





American army exploits on Bataar 
peninsula will form one of the major 
story themes on production sched- 
ules of virtually all the film compa- 
nies. Pictures revolving about the 
activities of either the armed forces 
or the Florence Nightingales who 
were in the Philippine theatre of war 
operations are currently either in 
production or in preparation stages. 

Metro last week was _ reported 
keenly interested in a Bataan yarn 
oddly entitled ‘They Were Expend- 
able,’ a Book-of-the-Month club se- 
lection, by William White, with a 
couple of other majors also interest- 
ed in the same property. Understood 
that asking price is $30,000, plus ad- 
ditional payments based on the sale 
of the book. 

Story is about Lieut. John Bulke- 
ley and the T. P. boats, with narra- 
tion given semblance of coming from 
Bulkeley. Readers Digest is planning 
to reprint the book almost in full 
shortly. 

Also rapidly gaining momentum 
among film company story depart- 
ments is the interest in war stories 
based on underground activities in 
Europe’s conquered countries, such 
as Holland, Belgium, Norway, France, 
Denmark and Czechoslovakia. Par- 
amount and Metro have recently 
bought several yarns of this type, 
including ‘No Surrender’ (M-G), by 
Martha Allbrand, Saturday Evening 
Post serial, to be published -by Lip- 
pincott’s in the fall; ‘Reunion’ (M-G), 
and ‘Hostages’ (Par). Warners and 
20th-Fox also have several under- 
ground yarns pending. 





Paratroopers Popular 
For All Types of Films 


Hollywood, Aug. 4. 

Parachute troops appear only to be 
second to the air forces as a film 
subject, not only of commercial pro- 
ductions, but of Government-spon- 
sored pictures as well. Both England 
and the U. S. are currently issuing 
reels on the training of their para- 
troopers. 

In addition to numerous Hollywood 
features on the subject, Paramount 





has just sent into release a new 
Grantland Rice Sportslight short, 
‘Parachute Athletes,’ which details 


the training of the air-borne com- 
mandos. 

Lowell Mellett’s films division of 
the Office of War Information. is 
about to release an Army training 
film on parachute troops, especially 
converted for public consumption. It 
will be distributed through the War 





Juicers Compromise 





Hollywood, Aug. 4. 

Finally yielding to demands of 
IATSE prexy Richard Walsh, Studio 
Set Electricians Local 728, after a 
wrathy session, voted to grant work 
permits to members of IA locals in 
Utah, California, Nevada and New 
Mexico. Stipulation was made, how- 
ever, that outsiders would be called 
only when Local 728 members are 
unavailable. 

Studios had claimed that the short- 
age of juicers was costing thousands 
of dollars in overtime pay. 


Ballance, Beiersdorf 
Head Flock of Z0th-Fox 


“Sales Exec Promotions 








Nine promotions in sales field 
forces and several salesmen shifts 
were announced yesterday (Tues- 
day) by Tom Connors, 20th-Fox sales 
chief. Harry G. Ballance is made 
new southern division manager with 


headquarters in Atlanta. He had 
been southern district manager, new 
position giving him supervision over 
New Orleans, Oklahoma City, Dal- 
las, Atlanta, Charlotte and Memphis. 

H. R. Beiersdorf, Dallas branch 
manager, was named manager of the 
newly created Great Lakes district 
with headquarters in Chicago. This 
covers Chicago, Milwaukee and De- 
troit. He will visit N. Y. homeoffice 
| prior to going to new Chi office. 

E. X. Callahan, formerly Boston 
branch manager, is promoted to suc- 
ceed Tom Dailey, who has resigned, 
as district manager for New England. 


Moe Grassgreen, Albany branch 
manager, becomes. Boston branch 
manager in Callahan’s old_ spot. 


James M. Connolly, western Massa- 
chusetts salesman, becomes sales 
manager of the Boston exchange. 
Harry Alexander, formerly in sales 
manager spot at Boston, becomes Al- 
bany branch manager. Frank Drew, 
previous salesman for Metro and 
U.A., has become salesman at the 
Boston exchange. 

Paul Wilson, Atlanta branch man- 
ager, has been moved up to a new 
;post as southeastern district man- 
| ager, with headquarters in Memphis. 
He will supervise Atlanta, Charlotte 
and Memphis. Fred Dodson, sales- 





Activities Committee. British short 
was designed originally for theatri- 
cal use and particularly for overseas 
showing. 

Sandrich’s Bataaner 

‘Hands of Mercy,’ a tale of pa- 
triotic duty by American Army 
nurses during the siege of Bataan, 
is slated for Production at Para- 
mount with Mark Sandrich in the 
double capacity of producer and di- 
rector. 

Picture is based on a yarn by 
Allan Scott, who interviewed a num- 
ber of nurses on their return from 
the Philippine battle. Film has the 
cooperation of the Army, Red Cross 
and the Government's Film Co-or- 
dination Group. 





Other Story Buys 
Hollywood, Aug. 4. 

Metro purchased “Tha 
Reason,’ novel by Dorothy Walworth. 

Universal bought ‘You’re Out of 
Order, Dear,’ by Winston Miller and 
Maurice Geraghty. 

Sam Katzman _ bought ‘Neath 
Brooklyn Bridge,’ by Harvey Gates, 
for Monogram release. ; 

Universal acquired ‘You're Out of 
Order, Dear,’ by Maurice Geraghty 
and Winston Miller. 





Ohio Theatreman Faces 


Grand Jury on Bank Nite 


Elyria, O., Aug. 4. 

Holding that bank night is a viola- 
tion of state gambling laws, Mayor 
Joseph Q. Petro bound over to the 
grand jury M. H. Greenwald, man- 
ager of the three picture houses in 
Elyria, on charges of advertising and 
promoting a scheme of chance. 

Although bank night has been in 
Operation here several years, police 
took no action until two weeks ear- 
lier, when they sought to make an 
issue of bank night after the grand 
jury issued an order banning all 
forms of ‘organized’ gambling in the 
county.’ Greenwald is free under 
$1,000 bond. 


} 
Feast of | 


man in the Florida territory, be- 
comes new manager’at Auanta. 

Arthur Ebeles, veteran in distribu- 
ition for several companies and re- 
|cently with Warners‘ foreign depart- 
|ment, has joined 20th-Fox as special 
homeoffice sales rep, 

To take care of vacancy caused by 
Beiersdorf’s promotion from Dallas, 
E. V. Landaiche, New Orleans 
branch manager, becomes Dallas 
manager. C. E. Peppiatt, formerly 
New Orleans branch manager for 
U.A., becomes new branch manager 
there for 20th. - 

Clare Hilgers, formerly Dallas man- 
ager for 20th-Fox several years ago 
and more recently an exhibitor, has 
been named branch manager in Ok- 
lahoma City, succeeding Charles 
Clark, resigned. 











Hollywood, Aug. 4. 

Frank Graham, radio actor, draws 
the top role in Monogram’s filming of 
the air serial, ‘The Adventures of 
Cosmo Jones.’ Pact calls for two 
pictures, with options. 

Package deal, arranged by Harry 
Wurtzel, calls for Lindsley Parsons 
as producer and James Tingling as 
director. First picture is slated to 
start Sept. 14. 


4 Moving at PRC 


Holiywood, Aug. 4. 
Producers Releasing Corp. is 
stepping on the gas with four pic- 
tures going into work in four weeks, 
beginning with ‘Secrets of a Co-ed,’ 
now roliing under directorship of 
Joe Lewis and starring Otto Kruger. 
Three others on the program are 

















and ‘Lady From Chungking.’ 


Radioite Graham Picked i | 


| é ? © ° 4) Boris 
| As Cosmo for Pic Serial. Morros and S. P. Eagle; dir., Julien Duvivier; no writ- 
| ies 

} 

} 


‘Miss M From Moscow,’ ‘Corrigedor’ 


—— 


Advance Production Chart 





(Continued from page 31) 


Drake, William Bakewell, Bradley Page, Douglass 
Dumbrille, Abner Biberman, William Vaughn, Duncan 
Renaldo, Nestor Paiva, Gilbert Emery, Anthony 
Warde, ®rvon Dale, Allen Jung, George Irving, Jay 
Novello. 


SHADOWS ON THE SAGE, western: asso. prod., 
Louis Gray; dir., Lester Orlebeck; original screen play, 
J. Benton Cheney; camera, unassigned. Cast: Bob 
Steele, Tom Tyler, Jimmy Dodd, Cheryl Walker, Griff 
Barnette, Harry Holman, Freddie Mercer, Bryant 
Washburn. Tom London, Yakima Canutt. 


SUNSET SERENADE, western; asso. prod., dir., 
Joseph Kane; no writing credits; camera, Bud Thack- 
eray. Cast: Roy Rogers, (Gabby) Hayes, Bob Nolan, 
Pat Brady, Themselves, Helen Parrish, Joan Woodbury, 
Onslow Stevens, Roy Barcroft, Frank M. Thomas, Jack 
Kirk. 

Republic Pix in Production 


CHATTERBOX, drama; asso, prod., Albert Cohen; 
dir,. Al Rogell; original screen play, George Carleton 
Brown; camera, Reggie Lanning. Cast: Martha 
O'Driscoll, John Hwbbard, Tom Brown, Ruth Terry, 
Charles Smith, Richard Beavers, Ivan Simpson, Lynn 
Merrick, Nana Bryant? oo 


RKQ-Radio 
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Pictures in cutting room or awaiting release: 

SCATTERGOOD SURVIVES A MURDER, mystery; 
prod., Jerrold Brandt; dir., Christy Cabanne: no writing 
credits; camera, no credit. Cast: Guy Kibbee, Mar- 
garet Hayes, John Archer, Wallace Ford, Florence 
Lake, John Miljan, Spencer Charters, Willie Best, Mar- 
garet McWade, Margaret Seddon. 


PIRATES OF THE PRAIRIE, western; prod., Bert 
Gilroy; dir.. Howard Bretherton; screen play, Morton 
Grant and Doris Schroeder; camera, Nick Musuraca. 
Cast: Tim Holt, Nell O’Day, Cliff Edwards. 

GUN LAW, western; prod., Bert Gilroy; dir., Sam 
Nelson; no writing credits; camera, Max Stengler. 
Cast: Tim Holt, Joan Barclay, Cliff Edwards, Bud Mce- 
Taggart, Ed Cassiday. 

ONCE UPON A HONEYMOON, comedy-drama; 
prod.-dir.. Leo -McCarey; no writing credits; camera, 
George Barnes. Cast: Ginger Rogers, Cary Grant, 
George Sanders, 

HERE WE GO AGAIN, comedy; prod.-dir., Allan 
Dwan; no writing credits; camera, Frank Redman. 
Cast: Fibber McGee and Molly, Harold Peary, Sterling 
Holloway, Ariel Heath, Ginny Simms, Edgar Bergen. 


RKO Pix in Production 


SEVEN DAYS LEAVE, formerly, SWEET OR HOT, 
musical; prod. dir., Tim Whelan; no writing credits; 
camera, Robert De Grasse. Cast: Victor Mature, Lucille 
Ball, Freddie Martin and band, Les Brown and band, 
Peter Lind Hayes, Marcy McGuire, Mapy Cortes, Har- 
old Peary, Buddy Clark. 

NAVY COMES THROUGH, war drama; prod., Islin 
Auster; dir., Eddie Sutherland; no writing credits; 
camera, Nick Musuraca. Cast: Pat O’Brien, George 
Murphy, Desi Arnaz, Jane Wyatt. 

CAT PEOPLE, horrorer; prod., Val 
Jack Tourneur; screen play, De Witt Bodine; camera, 
Nick Musuraca. Cast: Simone Simon, Kent Smith, 
Jane Randolph, Tom Conway. 

THEY GOT ME COVERED, comedy; prod., Sani 
Goldwyn, dir., David Butler; no writing credits; camera, 
Rudolph Mate. Cast: Bob Hope, Dorothy Lamour, 
Phyllis Ruth, Henry Guttman, John Abbott, William 
Yetter, Edward Ciannelli, Donald McBride. 


THE FALCON’S BROTHER, mystery; prod., Maurice 
Geraghty; dir., Stanley Logan; no writing credits; 
camera, unassigned. -Cast: George Sanders, Tom Con- 
way, Jane Randolph, Charlotte Wynters. 

LADIES DAY, baseballer; prod., Bert Gilroy: dir., 
Leslie Goodwins; no writing credits; carsera, Jack Mec- 
Kenzie. Cast: Lupe Velez, Eddie Albert, Max Baer, 
Patsy Kelly. 


Lewton; dir., 


20th Century-Fox 
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Pictures in cutting room or awaiting release: 
TALES OF MANHATTAN, 


drama; prod., 
| ing credits; camera, Joseph Walker. Cast: Charles 
Boyer, Rita Hayworth, Thomas Mitchell, Ginger 
Rogers, Henry Fonda, Charles Laughton, Elsa Lan- 


chester, Edward G. Robinson, W. C. Fields, Paul Robe- 
son, Ethel Waters, Eddie ‘Rochester’ Anderson, Hall 
Johnson Choir. 

THUNDER BIRDS, air drama in Technicolor; prod., 
Darryl F. Zanuck; dir., William Wellman, original, 
Laurence Stallings; screen play, Lamar Trotti; camera, 
Ernest Palmer. Technicolor, Ray Renahan. Cast: Gene 
Tierney, Preston Foster, Dana Andrews, Janis Carter, 
Dorothy Deering, Vivian Mason, Mary Scott, Claire 
James, Elaine Fenwick. 

THE BLACK SWAN, adventure in Technicolor; 
prod., Darryl F. Zanuck; asso. prod., Robert Bassler; 
dir., Henry King; asst. dir., Henry Weinberg; novel by 
Rafael Sabatini; camera, Leon Shamroy, Casi: Tyrone 
Power, Maureen O’Hara, Laird Cregar, Thomas Mit- 
chell, George Sanders, Anthony Quinn, George Zucco. 

ICELAND, musical-comedy; prod., William Le Bargn; 
dir., H. Bruce Humberstone; no writing credits; camera, 
Arthur Miller. Cast: Sonja Henie, John Payne, Jack 
Oakie, Felix Bressart, Osa Massen. 

‘JUST OFF BROADWAY,’ formerly, TWELVE MEN 
IN A BOX, mystery; prod., Scl M. Wurtzel; dir., Her- 
bert I. Leeds; no writing or camera credits. Cast: 


Lloyd Nolan, Marjorie Weaver, Janis Carter, Richard 
Derr, Phil Silvers. 


CAREFUL—SOFT SHOULDER, drama; prod., Wal- 
ter Morosco; dir., Oliver H. Garrett; screen play, Oliver 








H. Garrett; camera, Charles Clarke. 
Bruce, James Ellison. 

THE MAN IN THE TRUNK, mystery; prod., Walter 
Morosco; dir., Mal St. Clair; screen play, John Larkin; 
camera, Glenn MacWilliams. Cast: Lynne Roberts, 
George Holmes, Raymond Walburn. 


BERLIN CORLESPONDENT, drama; prod. Bryan 
Foy; dir., Eugene Forde; screen play, Steve Fisher, Jack 
Andrews; camera, Virgil Miller. Cast: Virginia Gil- 
more, Dana Andrews. 

20th Century-Fox Pix in Production 


SPRINGTIME IN THE ROCKIES, musical in Tech- 
nicolor; prod., William LeBaron; dir., Irving Cummings; 
no writing credits; camera, Ernest Palmer. Cast: Betty 
Grable, Carmen Miranda, Harry James and orchestra, 
Cesar Romero, Charlotte Greenwood. 


CHINA GIRL, drama; prod., Ben Hecht; dir., Henry 
Hathaway; original screenplay, Ben Hecht; camera, 
Lee Garmes. Cast: George Montgomery, Gene Tierney, 
Myron McCormick, Osa Massen. 


GIRL TROUBLE, comedy; prod., Robert Bassler; 
original, Ladislaus Fodor; screenplay, Vicki Baym, Guy 
Trosper; screenplay, Ladislaus Fodor and Robert Riley 
Crutcher. Cast: Don Ameche, Joan Bennett, Biliie 
Burké, Frank Craven, Alan Dinehart. 


MANILA CALLING, drama; prod., Bryan Foy; dir, 
Otto Brower; original screenplay, John Larkin; camera, 
Lucien Andriot. Cast: Carole Landis, Lloyd Nolan. 


HE HISSED THE BOSS, formefly, TEN-DOLLAR 
RAISE, comedy; prod., Sol M. Wurtzel; dir., Thomas Z. 
Loring; original story, Peter B. Kyne; screenplay, Ben 
Markson and Irving Cummings, Jr.; camera, Glen Mac- 
Williams. Cast: Stuart Erwin, Evelyn Venable, Vivian 
Blaine, Hugh Beaumont. 

THAT OTHER WOMAN, comedy-drama; prod., Wal- 
ter Morosco; dir., Ray McCarey; no writing credits; 
camera, Joseph MacDaniel. Cast: Lynn Bari, James 
Ellison, Janis Carter. 


THE OX-BOW INCIDENT, outdoor; asso. prod., 
Lamarr Trotti; dir. William Wellman; no writing 
credits; camera, Arthur Miller. Cast: Henry Fonda, 
Dana Andrews, Mary Beth Hughes, Anthony Quinn. 


MY FRIEND FLICKA, drama in Technicolor; prod., 
pas Dietrich; dir., Harold Schuster; no writing 
credits; camera, unassigned. Cast: Roddy McDowall, 
Preston Foster, Rita Johnson. 

THE MEANEST MAN IN THE WORLD, comedy; 
prod., William Perlberg; dir., Sidney Lanfield; no writ- 
ing credits; camera, Peverell Marley. Cast: Jack Benny, 
Priscilla Lane, Eddie ‘Rochester’ Anderson, 

DR. RENAULT’S SECRET, mystery; prod., Sol M. 
Wurtzel; dir.. Harry Lachman; no writing credits; 
camera, Virgil Miller. Cast: John Sheppard, Lynn 
Roberts, J. Carrol Naish, George Zucco. 

LIFE BEGINS AT 8:30, drama; prod., Nunnally John- 
son; dir., Irving Pichel; no writing credits; camera, 
Charles Clarke. Cast: Monty Woolley, Ida Lupino, 
John Shepperd. 


Cast Virginia 


United Artists 


Shoot- Now 





Promised Com- 


"41-42 pleted ing Cutting Teo go 

Beach. ...cece eee 'Oe 10 « 0 6 0 
RGR Ahacediase . 5 4 0 0 1 
Small “ee eevee eeneee 9 8 6 0 o 
Gloria Pics........ 1 1 0 0 t)) 
ee Sree 1 a 0 0 1 
Loew-Lewin ..... 2 0 0 1 1 
Pressburger ..... 1 1 0 0 0 
Rowland ........- 1 0 0 0 l 
WU ce xeeasone 1 0 0 0 1 
5 Ry Ee 31 24 0 1 3 


Pictures in cutting room or awaiting release: 

THE McGUERINS FROM BROOKLYN, formerly 
BROOKLYN BRIDGET, drama; prod., Hal Roach; dir., 
Kurt Neumann; screenplay, Earle Snel], Clarence 
Marks;.-camera,.Be Pittack, Cast..Arclire Judg-, Wil- 
liam Bendix, Max Baer, Joe Sawyer, Grace Bradley, 
Marjorie Woodsworth, Veda Ann Borg. 

THE MOON AND SIXPENCE, drama; prod., David 
L. Loew; dir. Albert Lewin; screen play, Al Lewin; 
camera, John Seiiz, Cast: George Sanders, Herbert 
Marshall, Eric Blore, Doris Dudley, Florence Bates, 
Steve Geray, Irene Tedrow, Devi Dja Javanese Troupe. 

CALABOOSE, western; prod., Glenn Tryon ‘(Hal 
Roach); dir., Hal Roach, Jr.; no writing. credits; camera, 
unassigned. Cast: Jimmy Rogers, Noah Beery, Jr., 
Mary Brian, Mare Lawrence, Paul Hurst. 

TAXI, MISTER, drama; prod., Fred Guiol; dir., Kurt 
Neumann; screen play, Earle Snell, Clarence Marks; 
camera, Robert Pittack. . Cast: William Bendix, Grace 
Bradley, Joe Sawyer, Sheldon Leonard, Jack Norton. 

FALL IN, army series; prod., Fred Guiol; dir., Kurt 
Neumamm; no writing credits; camera, Robert Pittack. 
Cast: William Tracy, Joe Sawyer, Jean Porter, Arthur 
Hunnicutt, Robert Barrat, Rebel Randall. 


United Artists Pix in Production 


YANKS AHOY, army; prod., Fred Guiol; dir., Kurt 
Néuman; screenplay, Eugene Conrad and Ned Seéa- 
brook; camera, Robert Pittack. Cast: William Tracy, 
Joe Sawyer, Marjorie Woodsworth., 


Universal 
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Pictures in cutting room or awaiting release: 

EYES OF THE UNDERWORLD, formerly DESTINY, 
drama; asso. prod.-dir.. George Waggner; no writing 
credits; no camera credits. Cast: Claude Rains, Maria 
Ouspenskaya, Dick Foran, Lon Chaney, Jr., Bela Lugosi. 

STRICTLY IN THE GROOVE, musical; asso., prod., 
Joseph G. Sanford; dir., Vernon Keays; no writing 
credits; camera, John W. Boyle. Cast: Mary Healy, 
Richard Davies, Leon Errol, Shemp Howard, Grace 
MacDonald, Ronald O’Connor, Martha Tilton, Robert 
Weldon, Franklin Pangborn, Tip, Tap, Toe, Ozzie Nel- 
son and his band. 

MADAME SPY, mystery; asso. prod., Marshall Grant; 
dir, Roy William Neil; no writing credits; camera, 
George Robinson. Cast: Constance Bennett, Don Peor- 
ter, John Litel, Mira McKinney, Grace Haylie, Norma 
Drury, Johnny Berkes. 

TIMBER, drama; asso. prod.. Ben Pivar; dir., Christy 
Cabanne; no writing credits; camera, Jack McKenzie. 


(Continued on page 36) 
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IT’S TIME FOR A BIG LAUGH AND A BIG SHOW! 
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Tip Tap and Toe Dancers ° THE SARONGA DANCING GIRLS 
and. THOSE SENSATIONAL igraptagiichent THE FOUR INK SPOT 
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Extras Doubling in Defense Industry 
Held Unable to Do Justice to Work: 
See Bona Fide Actors Bearing Load 





Hollywood, Aug. 4. 

Leaders in the extra ranks com- 
plained yesterday (Monday) that 
defense plant employees and work- 
ers in other industries are taking 
jobs away from regular atmosphere 
players who depend upon motion 
pictures for a livelihood. One leader 
said defense workers are ‘doubling 
in brass’ by working in war plants 
at night and taking extra calls in 
daytime. 

Group leaders said such workers 
were not able to do a good job in 
either defense projects or the film 
industry because division of their 
interests prevented getting proper 
sleep. It was charged that many of 
them ducked scenes to catch a wink 
behind sets, etc., leaving it to the 
regular extras to carry the load. 

Situation called to the attention of 
Central Casting Corp., but general 
manager Howard R. Philbrick said 
there was nothing his organization 
could do to remedy the situation. 
He said every effort was made to ro- 
tate the work among qualified extras 
but that Central was not permitted 
to inquire into the welfare of indi- 
vidual players. He said the records 
indicated that few defense workers 
who formerly worked as extras still 
were calling in for jobs, but that 
Central had no knowledge whether 
they worked on days off in defense 
industries. 

The Screen Actors Guild some 
time ago okayed a proposal to pro- 
hibit such situations by dropping 
some 2,000 casual extras, but the 
move, never got past the producer 


attorneys who questioned the le- 
gality of such a mass ouster. The 
proposal was approved by the ex- 
tras themselves but was pigeonholed 
when the Producer-Screen Actors 
Guild standing committee was abol- 
ished. 


| U.S. Roll Call 
Continued from page 4 


He’s the breadwinner for a wife 
and two children. 

Robert Foulk, Paramount casting 
director, drafted and assigned to the 
public relations branch of the Army 
Air Corps at Santa Ana. He was for- 
merly an assistant director at War- 
ners. 

Sid Ziff, former Los Angeles sports 
editor, Army. 

Kenny Carter, film press agent, 
Army. 


Ed Helwick, radio writer, Army. 


Russell Harlan, film cameraman, 
Navy. 

Fred Alwaise, picture house man- 
ager, Army. 

Robert Sparks, Columbia producer, 
Marines. 

David Kurland, sound technician, 
Army. 

Howard Schwartz, 
Marines. 

Dick Linlithoum, sound technician, 
Navy. 

Nate Slott, assistant film director, 
Coast Guard. 

William Lasky, assistant film direc- 











cameraman, 








tor and son of Jesse L. Lasky, Army 
Signal Corps. 


Clarence Rashall, film caster, 
Army. 
Walter Ramsey, film publicity, 
Navy. 


Robert Blair, screen actor, Army. 

John Hartley Tufts, film actor, 
Navy. 

Don Reeve, film publicity, Army. 

Roy Harris, screen player, Army. 

Read Kendall, L. A. Times Holly- 
wood reporter, Army. 

Kirby Ramsdell, L. A. Times Sun- 
day editor, Army. 





Capt. Julian A. Hillman 
Atlantic City, Aug. 4. 

Things are pretty much in reverse 
at this seashore resort at this time 
and it is just one more quirk of 
fate that the manager of the Hotel 
Chelsea, one of the few beachfronts 
not to be taken over by the Army, 
is the first manager to go in the 
Army, 

Julian A. Hillman, general man- 
ager of the Chelsea for past eight 
years, received a captain’s commis- 
sion in Army Air forces and has 
been ordered to report Thursday 
for active duty at Mitchel Field, 
N. ¥. Chelsea hotel is going on, 
better than ever, because of little 
competition along the walk, while 
numerous other hotel managers are 
job hunting. 





Robert Malaney has resigned as 
comptroller for USO-Camp Shows, 
Inc., to join the U.S. Army Air Corps. 
No replacement set yet. With the or- 
ganization Since its inception. 





Marvin Wittstein, bass fiddle for 
Tony Pastor band, Coast Artillery, 
stationed at Fort Getty, R. I. 





John Lastfogel, private at Fort 
Monmouth, N. J., now a sergeant. 
He’s formerly of Wm. Morris office. 

Glenn Haines, son of Roy Haines, 
eastern division sales manager for 
Warner Bros., Army. 
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Milne in H'wood to 





Lead IBEW Fight 


Against IATSE for Jurisdiction Over 
Cameramen; Virgil Miller Stirs Row 





Hollywood, Aug. 4. 

Vice-prexy Joseph Milne of the 
International Brotherhood of Elec- 
trical Workers is scheduled to ar- 
rive here today (Wednesday) to 
take personal charge of the IBEW 
fight for union control of studio di- 
rectors of photography. 

At the same time IATSE local 659 
announced it was demanding re- 
moval of Virgil Miller as top lenser 
on a 20th-Fox Utah location because 
of his resignation us an IA mem- 
ber. Union officials said that Dewey 
Rigley was en route to Cedar City 
to take over the camera direction on 
‘My Friend Flicka.’ Rigley was ex- 
pected to arrive this afternoon 
(Tuesday) with orders to take over 
immediately. 

Fred Jackman,’ prexy of the 
American Society of Cinematogra- 
phers, said that no cognizance would 
be taken of the situation until Rig- 
ley was actually on the job. He 
added that Rigley had not complied 
with ASC rules by getting permis- 
sion from the ASC board of gover- 
nors to accept the assignment, which 
indicated that he would be _ sus- 
pended by the ASC as soon as he 
takes over. In such an event, ASC 
would then notify “20th-Fox that it 
was not complying with the ASC- 
producer agreement 

‘Up to IBEW’ 

Sackman said yesterday that the 
fight was now up to the IBEW. He 
said that more than 90% of the first 
cameramen are now affiliated with 
the IB and that it was up to that 
organization to protect their inter- 
ests. Rigley will be the fourth first 
cameraman assigned to the location 
work. Ed Cronjager was removed 
when the IA demanded that a mem- 
ber of local 659 be employed. Miller 
and Bill Snyder were sent Out to 
relieve him. The latter two were 
notified by the ASC they were liable 
to suspension for failure to get per- 
mission to take over another ASC 


man’s assignment. Snyder returned 
to Hollywood and Miller immediate! y 
resigned as an IA member. 

At a meeting with 20th-Fox exec. 
utives this morning, (IA) vicepres- 
ident Carl Cooper and business rep 
Herbert Aller insisted that Miller 
be relieved. Pat Casey, producer 
labor contact, sat in on the par- 
ley. At this-meeting it was azreed 
that Rigley would be handed the 
assignment, Cooper has been han- 
dling the situation here through 
long-distance telephone, and contact 
with IA prexy Dick Walsh in the 
east. Walsh left here last week 
for Kansas City. It was reported 
he had gone from there to Chicago 
and thence to New York. But re- 
ports were current last night that 
he would return to the Coast if the 
camera fight got hotter. Local 659 
said it had received permission from 
IA to pull its members on the 20th 
location if Miller was retained on 
the job. 

Camera fight is being closely 
watched by other studio unions, 
with the main question being how 
far the IBEW will go in pressing 
its claim for first lensers and 
whether the IATSE is prepared to 
go along in its support of Local 
659. IBEW was reported asking 
overtures to other IA units, includ- 
ing soundmen and other key crafts. 





Higley Between Commissions 

Philo Higley, scenarist at Colum- 
bia Pictures, obtained a release from 
his contract and came east last week 
on the assurance of a commission in 
the film unit of the Army. However, 
the promised assignment failed to 
come through, so Higley is now con- 
sidering going into the public rela- 
tions branch of the Navy. 

Before going: to Hollywood about a 
year ago, Higley was a radio scrip- 
ter and playwright. His best known 
work was ‘Remember the Day,’ in 
collaboration with Philip Dunning. 








Inside Stuff—Pictures 





One night in the Stork club, N. Y., last week Matty Fox, ex-Universal. 


executive, now with WPB, was int 
Harriman. Fox was excitedly tell 
London, to assist on lend-lease. 

taking a message to her husband. 


roduced to Mrs. W. Averell (Marie) 
ing friends of his trip by plane to 


Mrs, Harriman asked would he mind 


Fox, still excited, stressed again and 


again that he’d be working under Averell Harriman, and finally Mrs. H. 
had to interrupt him, ‘That’s what I’ve been trying to tell you; that’s my 
husband; will you take a letter to him, especially since you say he’ll be 


the first man you must report to?’ 


a Stork letterhead. 


Whereupon she wrote one out on 


It may now be divulged that George M. Cohan almost literally wrote 


many of the dialog sequences in t 
‘Yankee Doodle Dandy.’ 


he WB filmization of his biography, 


Upon seeing the rushes, etc., Cohan dictated ad 


lib takes to fit the action, and these passages were bodily incorporated 


mto the film. 


It was this insistence for OK upon casting, scripting and final approval 


of all scenes which stymied Metro 


’s original deal for the Cohan biog. 


Metro balked at an ‘outsider’ having the power to approve its studio's 


efforts. 





Mobile film units, used widely to carry educational and morale-building 








reels to the hinterlands, made screen entertainment available to approx!- 
mately 5,000,000 people in the United Kingdom last year, according to 
reports to the U. S. Commerce Department. Pictures were shown by the 
Ministry of Information in many out-of-the-way rural areas where some of 


| the older inhabitants never had witnessed an unreeling. 





Frederic Ullman, Jr., president of RKO-Pathe, nearly missed his plane 
for the Coast last Friday (31) night because the surprise blackout caught 
him just as he was leaving his office on Madison Avenue. Others ap- 
parently were delayed in reaching the midtown airplane bus station, and 
the plane was held about 30 minutes to enable these people to catch it. 





The Producers Association in Hollywood has agreed to reopen the Cen- 
tral Identification Bureau for casual workers in the near future for @ 
period of one week to handle the 1,000 persons whose status was left 
in suspense by lack of sufficient proof of citizenship. 


+ 
TITLE CHANGES 
Hollywood, Aug. 4. 

RKO whittled “The Cat People’ 
down to ‘Cat People.’ 

‘They Flew Alone’ at RKO became 
‘Wings and the Woman.’ 

Paramount switched from ‘Prelude 
to Glory’ to ‘Lucky Jordan,’ 

‘Canadian Capers’ is release tag on 
‘Calgary Stampede’ at Paramount. 

‘Staff of Life,’ at Metro, became 
‘The Magic Alphabet.’ 

Release tag on ‘House of Mystery,’ 














at Universal, is ‘Night Monster.’ 
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«JEROME COWAN 
ALEXANDER GRANACH + ANNE JEFFREYS. 


JOSEPH SANTLEY — Director 


Origin’ Screen Play by ROBERT HARARI. EVE GREENE and JACK TOWNLEY 
Additional Dialogue by MONTE BRICE: and BRADFORD ROPES 
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Shifting Populations Causes ASCAP 
To Work Out Revision of Music Taxes 





Because of an enormity of sta- 
required in artiving 
at a workable formula for revision 
of the seat tax charged all exhibitors 
by the American Society of Com- 


posers, Authors & Publishers, it is 


tistical study 





doubted by John G. Paine, general 
manager, that a plan will reach | 
shape until some time this fall. 


Consideration has been given to 
assessing a percentage against re- 
ceipts so that the seat tax would be 
in accordance with business being 
done, but such plan does not meet 
with favor, Paine explaining that 
many theatres probably. would not 
want to report their grosses to 
ASCAP. Also, collection oi a per- 
centage of gross would involve con- 
siderable in auditing costs. 

Instead, Paine and others are hop- 
ing to solve the problem of relief 
on the seat tax for theatres, where 
justified, by some flexible means 
that can be applied to all situations. 

During the past week Paine met 
with an Allied States director to 
discuss revision of the seat tax due 
to the tremendous shift in popula- 
tion, especially in rural communi- 
ties, with some theatres away down 
in gross while others, notably in de- 
fense areas, are showing big in- 
creases, 

According to Paine, many towns 
are off 10-15%. while in some scat- 
tered instances the war, depopula- 
tion of towns and other factors 
have sent business off as much as 
50%. As result, the desire of Allied 
States and ASCAP is to devise 
some means of shifting the burden 
of the seat tax so that theatres 
whose grosses have decreased will 
pay less while those which are mak- 
ing more money now will be as- 
sessed a higher tax. 

Both ASCAP and Allied States | 
have been collecting statistics but so 
far they are far from complete, mak- 
ing it impossible to formulate a plan 
as yet. Following last week’s ses- 
sion with Col. Cole, Paine stated 
that it was thought additional study 
should be given the problem and 
that another meeting be held around 
Sept. 15, by which time it should 
be clear whether they are pro- 
ceeding along the right lines. 

Proposal to ASCAP to lend sup- 








port to some revision of the ~-at 
tax, providing relief for exhibs who 
are not doing well under war con- 
ditions, was first made by Allied 
States about two months ago. Since 
then both sides have been gather- 
ing figures and giving study to the 
situation. 





ASCAP Files Denial To 


Advance Production Chart _ 





(Continued from page 32) 


Cast: Leo Carrillo, Andy Devine, Marjorie Lord, Dan 
Dailey, Jr.. Edmund MacDonald, Jean Phillips (1941- 
1942). 

SHERLOCK HOLMES AND THE VOICE OF FEAR, 
formerly SHERLOCK HOLMES SAVES LONDON, 
mystery; asso. prod, Howard Benedict; dir., John 
Rawlins; from the novel by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle; 
camera, Woody Bredell. Cast: Basil Rathbone, — 
Bruce, Evelyn Ankers, Reginald Denny, Hillary Brooke, 
Mary Harford, Donald Stuart, Harry Cording. Leslie 
| Denison, Bob Barron, John Rogers. 
| GIVE OUT, SISTERS, musical; asso. prod., Bernard 
| Burton; dir. Edward F. Cline; no writing credits; cam- 
era, George Robinson. Cast: The Andrews Sisters, Dan 
Dailey, Jr. Grace McDonalic, Charles Butterworth, 
Richard Davies, Peggy Ryan, Walter Catlett, William 








é ° ? *,| Frawley, Marie Blake, Fay Helm, Edith Barrett, The 
Exorbitant Fees Suit Jivin’ Jacks and Jills, Emmett Vogan, Irving Bacon, 





‘Exorbitant fees’ for music licens- 
ing, as charged against ASCAP in 
an anti-trust suit by 13 Brooklyn 
theatres, was disputed lengthiiy in 
an answer filed by ASCAP in N. Y. 
federal court last week. Citing 
statistical computations, ASCAP 
held the amount paid to the Society 
was ‘insignificant’ compared to rev- 
enue derived by theatre business. 

Alleged necessity for the ASCAP 
organization in the field was further 
stressed in the answer which stated: 
‘Had they (the theatres) been com- 
pelled to deal individually for the 
right to musical compositions for 
public performance, the license 
fees required would have been many 
times greater than the nominal fees 
paid to the Society.’ 

The past 10-year totalization or 
revenue collected from all theatres 
was stated in the answer as $10,- 
200,000. ASCAP’s estimation of thea- 
tre business was held at $1,100,- 
000,000. ASCAP’s growth was re- 
vealed in a comparison of the So- 
ciety’s income over the past decade. 
During 1931, income was quoted as 


$665,000, jumping to $1,199,000 in 
1941. Annua! fees for ASCAP-li- 
censed theatres which numbered 


10,910 in 1931 were $60.94 per thea- 


tre, as against 15,510 theatres at 
$77.39 in 1941. The rates were 
termed ‘reasonable and arrived at 


after fair and equal barganing.’ 

The suit is a lesser of two suits 
in the same court seeking treble 
damages and charging monopoly 
against ASCAP. The other is a 
consolidated action of over 100 thea- 
tres in the N. Y. area. 
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New York Theatres ! 








2ND WEEK 
“WINGS FOR THE EAGLE” 


Starring 


Ann Sheridan ® Dennis Morgan 
A WARNER BROS. HIT 
In Person 
CHARLIE BARNET E 
And His Orchestra SENOR 
JEAN, JACK & JUD 
PEG LEG BATES 


xtra 
WENCES 
Y 


JAMES CAGNEY 


As George M. Cohan in 


“Yankee Doodle Dandy” 


Warner Bros. Success 


HOLLYWOOD THEATRE 











“THEY ALL 
KISSED THE BRIDE” 


Plusa Big R re) xX Y 


Stage Show 








ith Ave. 
& Sth St. 


Ai B’way All Seats Reserved — Twice Daily, 2:45-8:45 
Cc mditioned STRAND auth St. Air Conditioned. B’way, 5ist St. Cl. 7-5545. 
RADIO 
Joan Melvyn CITY MUSIC HALL 
CRAWFORD * DOUGLAS HELD OVER 














“Mrs. Miniver” 


Spectacular Stage Productions 











1000 New Thrilis! 
“TARZAN’S NEW YORK 
ADVENTURE” 








‘PALACE::*:: 


Temorrow 
ud CHARLIE CHAPLIN 
THE GOLD RUSH” 
with Musie and Words 
“LITTLE TOKYO, WV. 8. A.” 
Rrenda Joyce 








| Leonard Carey, Lorin Raker, Don O'Connor. 


| ‘THE GREAT IMPERSONATION, drama; asso. prod., 

Paul Malvern; dir, John Rawlins; screen play, W. 
‘Scott Darling, based on novel by J. Phillips Oppenheim; 
camera, George Robinson. Cast: Ralph Bellamy, Eve- 
lyn Ankers, Kaaron Verne, Edward Norris, Henry 
Daniels, Audrey Mathor, Mary Torbes, Charles Cole- 
man, Robert O. Davis, Fred Vogeding, Frederick Gier- 
;man, Charles Irwin, Hans von Morhart, Audrey Long, 
| Rex-.Evans, Yvette Duguay, Marcelle Corday, Ludwig 
| Stossel, Sylvia Arslan, Henry Guttman. 


WHO DONE IT?, comedy; asso. prod., Alex Gottlieb; 
dir. Earle C. Kenton; no writing credits; camera, 
Charles Van Enger. Cast: Bud Abbott and Lou Cos- 
tello, Patric Knowles, William Gargan, Louise Allbrit- 
ton, Mary Wickes, Thomas Gomez. 

FOREVER YOURS, comedy-drama; prod., Bruce 
Manning; asso. prod., Frank Shaw; dir., Jean Renoir; 
no writing credits; camera, Woody Bredell. Cast: 
Deanna Durbin, Edmond O’Brien, Barry Fitzgerald. 


OFF THE BEATEN TRACK, musical comedy; asso. 
prod, Howard Benedict; dir. Edward F. Cline; no 
writing credits; camera, George Robinson. Cast: Ritz 
Brothers, Carol Bruce, Dick Foran, Johnny Downs, 
William Demarest, Grace McDonald, Richard Davies, 
Sonny Dunham and his orchestra. 


GET HEP TO LOVE, musical; asso. prod. Bernard 
Burton; dir., Charles Lamont; no writing credits; cam- 
era, Connie O’Connoll. Cast: Gloria Jean, Jane Frazee, 
Robert Paige, Cora Sue Collins, Donald O’Connor, 
Nana Bryant, Edith Barrett. 


LITTLE JOE, THE WRANGLER, western; asso. 
prod., Oliver Drake; dir.. Lewis D. Collins; screenplay, 
Sherman Lowe, Elizabeth Beecher; original story, Sher- 
man Lowe: camera, William Sickner. Cast: Johnny 
Mack Brown, Tex Ritter, Fuzzy Knight, Jenifer Holt, 
Jimmy Wakeley Trio. 

DEEP IN THE HEART OF TEXAS, western; asso. 
prod., Oliver Drake; dir., Elmer Clifton; original screen 
play, Oliver Drake; from an adaptation by Grace 
Norton; camera, Harry Newman. Cast: Johnny Mack 
Brown, Tex Ritter, Fuzzy Knight, Jenifer Holt, Jimmy 
Wakeley Trio. 

RAIDERS OF SAN JOAQUIN, western; asso prod., 
Oliver Drake; dir., Lewis D. Collins; screenplay, Elmer 
Clifton, Morgan B. Cox; original story, Patricia Harper; 
camera, William Sickner. Cast: Johnny Mack Brown, 
Tex Ritter, Fuzzy Knight, Jenifer Holt, Jimmy Wakeley 
Trio. 

TENTING ON THE OLD CAMP GROUNDS, west- 
ern; asso. prod., Oliver Drake; dir., Lewis D. Collins; no 
writing credits; camera, William Sickner. Cast: Johnny 
Mack Brown, Tex Ritter, Fuzzy Knight, Jenifer Holt, 
Jimmy Wakeley Trio. 

Universal Pix in Production 

BETWEEN US GIRLS, formeriy, LOVE AND 
KISSES, CAROLINE, comedy-drama; asso. prod., Phil 
Karlstein. A Henry Koster production. Dir., Henry 
Koser; based on play by Regis Ginoux and Jacques 
Thery; camera, Joseph Valentine. Cast: Diana Barry- 





more, Robert Cummings, Kay Francis, John Boles, 
| Andy Devine, Ethel Griffies, Ed Gargan. 

HOUSE OF MYSTERY, mystery melodrama: prod. 
dir., Ford Beebe; asso. prod., Donald H. Brown; original 
screen play, Clarence Upton Young; camera, Charles 
Van Enger. Cast: Irene Hervey, Leif Erikson, Bela 
Lugosi, Lionel Atwill, Don Porter, Elyse Knox, Ralph 
Morgan, Nils Asther, Fred Reichner, Fay Helm, Doris 
Lloyd, Francis Pierlot, Robert Homans, Ed Waller. 


SHERLOCK HOLMES IN WASHINGTON, meller; 
} asso, prod., Howard Benedict; dir., Roy William Neill; 
|no writing credits; camera, Lester White. Cast: Basil 
Rathbone, Nigel Bruce, Marjorie Lord, Robert Paige, 
Don Terry, George Zucco, Edmund MacDonald. 
ARABIAN NIGHTS, romantic adventure in Techni- 
color, Walter Wanger production; dir. John Rawlins: 
no writing credits; camera, Milton Krasner. Cast: 


| 


~ 





Maria Montez, Jon Hall, Sabu, Leif Erikson, Edgar 
-Barrier, Thomas Gomez, Turhan Bey, Billy Gilbert 
John Qualen, William “Wee Willie’ Davis, Elyse Knox’ 
Robert Greig. ’ 
FLESH AND FANTASY, co-prods, Charles > 
and Julian Duvivier; dir, Julien Duvivier: no ween 
credits; camera, Stanley Cortez. Cast: Charles Raves 
Edwrad G. Robinson, Thomas Mitchell, Anna Lee ("’ 
Aubrey Smith, Dame May Whitty. 8 yea 
ON THE BEAM, comedy drama with songs: asso 
prod., Ken Goldsmith; dir, Charles Lamont; no writing 
credits; camera, George Robinson. Cast: Gloria Jean 
lan Hunter, Donaid O'Connor, Louise Albritton, Frieda 
Inescort, Raymond Roe, Mary Lou Harrington. 
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Pictures in cutting room or awaiting release: 


ARSENIC AND OLD LACE, drama; asso. prod. and 
dir., Frank Capra; no writing credits; camera, So] Po- 
lito. Cast: Cary Grant, Priscilla Lane, Raymond Mas- 
sey, Peter Lorre, Jack Carson, Josephine Hull, Jean 
Adair, John Alexander. 


THE HARD WAY, drama; prod, Jerry Wald: dir., 
Vincent Sherman; original, Irwin Shaw; screenplay, 
Daniel Fuchs and Peter Viertel; camera, James Wong 
Howe. Cast: Ida Lupino, Dennis Morgan, Joan Leslie 
Jack Carson, Gladys George. ’ 


ACROSS THE PACIFIC, drama; prod., Jerry Wald 
and Jack Saper; dir., John Huston; screenplay, Richard 
Macaulay, based on Satevepost story ‘Aloha Means 
Goodbye’; camera, Arthur Edison. Cast: Humphrey 
Bogart, Mary Astor, Sidney Greenstreet. 

THE CONSTANT NYMPH, crama; prod. Henry 
Blanke; dir. Edmund Goulding; no writing credits; 
camera, Ernie Haller. Cast: Charles Boyer, Joan Fon- 
taine, Alexis Smith, Jean Muir, Peter Lorre, Brenda 
Marshall, Dame May Whittey. 

DESPERATE JOURNEY, drama; asso. prod., Hal B. 
Wallis, dir., Raoul Walsh; no writing credits; camera, 
Bert Blennon. Cast: Errol Flynn, Ronald Reagan, 
Nancy Coleman, Raymond -Massey, Arthur Kennedy, 
Alan Hale. 

NOW VOYAGER, drama; prod., Hal B. Wallis; dir., 
Irving Rapper; no writing credits; camera, Sol Polito. 
Cast: Bette Davis, Paul Henreid, Claude Rains, Bonita 
Granville, Ika Chase, John Loder, Lee Patrick. 

GEORGE WASHINGTON SLEPT HERE, comedy; 
prod., Jerry Wald; dir.. William Keighley: no writing 
credits; camera, Ernie Haller. Cast: Jack Benny, Ann 
Sheridan, Charles Coburn, William Tracy, Gig Young, 
Joyce Reynolds, John Emery, Franklin Pangborn, 
Hattie McDaniel. 

YOU CAN’T ESCAPE FOREVER, drama; prod.-dir., 
Jo Graham; no writing credits: camera, Tony Gaudio. 
Cast: George Brent, Brenda Marshall, Roscoe Karns. 

GENTLEMAN JIM, biography; prod., Robert Buck- 
ner; dir., Raoul Walsh; no writing credits; camera, Sid 
Hickox. Cast: Alexis Smith, Errol Flynn, Charles 
Dingle. 

Warners Pix in Preduction 

CASABLANCA, drama; prod., Hal B. Wallis: dir. 
Michael Curtiz; no writing credits; camera, Arthur 
Edison. Cast: Ingrid Bergman, Humphrey Bogart. 

WATCH ON THE RHINE, drama: prod., Hal B. 
Wallis; dir., Herman Shumlin; no writing credits; cam- 
era, Merritt Gerstad. Cast: Bette Davis, Paul Lucas, 
Geraldine Fitzgerald, Lucile Watson. 

THE DESERT SONG, musical in Technicolor; prod., 
Robert Buckner; dir., Robert Florey; no writing credits; 
camera, Bert Glennon. Cast: Dennis Morgan, Irene 
Manning, Gene Lockhart, Faye Emerson, Jack La Rue, 
Lynne Overman. 


AIR FORCE, air saga: prod. Hal B. Wallis; dir., 
Howard Hawks: no writing credits; camera, Tony 
Gaudio. Cast: John Garfield, Gig Young, George 


Tobias, John Ridgely. 


PRINCESS O'ROURKE, drama; prod., Hal B. Wallis; 
dir., Norman Krasna:; no writing credits; camera, Ernie 


Haller. Cast: Olivia de Havilland, Robert Cummings, 
Charles Coburn, Jack Carson, Jane Wyman, Gladys 
Cooper. 


THE ADVENTURES OF MARK TWAIN, adventurer; 
prod., Jesse L. Lasky, dir., Irving Rapper; no writing 
credits; camera, Sol Polito. Cast: Frederic March, 
Alexis Smith, Alan Hale, Billy Henry, Donald Crisp, 
Percy Kilbride, Robert Barrat, John Carradine. 





Govt. OK on Pix Showmen 


via the introduction of film industry | from Washington, Warner execs feel 


that it’s now or never. Although no 


‘Figures in Greenthal’s 
Appointment to WPB: 
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| Behind the appointment of Monroe 
|Greenthal to a post with the War 
| Production Board in Washington 
|effective Monday (3) is indicated 
jthe recognition of high-placed Gov- 
jernment officials of the efficacy of 
jhigh-powered film exploitation 
methods in important wartime cam- 
paigns. Government officials from 
Secretary of the Treasury Morgen- 
thau down have several times since 
the beginning of the war compli- 
mented the film industry on the 
speed and efficiency of the many 
fund-raising campaigns in which 
theatre men have been the spear- 
head. 

Merchandising methods employed 
within the film industry, and in the 
past year applied to various Govern- 
ment services, have as a result been 
recognized as superior to ordinary 
commercial merchandising in virtu- 
ally the same relation as the auto- 
mobile is to the horse and buggy. 

Greenthal, director of advertising 
and publicity for UA, was granted 
leave of absence by Grad Sears to 








hypo the Government’s national 


salvage and conservation campaigns | 


exploitation methods. Working under 
Lessing Rosenwald as a consultant, 
Greenthal will also devote part of 
his*time to activities in connection 
with the Office of War Information. 

Greenthal has been with UA for 
the past 12 years, recently serving as 
chaitman of the Publicity and Ad- 
vertising Division of the War Activi- 
ties Committee. 

Dave E. (Skip) Weshner, head of 
exploitation for UA, formerly with 
Warners, moves into the Greenthnal 
spot for the duration. 


Pride of Yankees’ 
May Reopen Philly’s 
_ Mastbaum, WB House 


Philadelphia, Aug. 4. 

The Mastbaum, Stanley-Warner’s 
$5,000,000 ‘white elephant,’ will 
probably be reopened soon, at long 
last. The house, built in the lush 
20s, has been closed for more than 
six years, and has been a drain on 
Warner profits, whct with mainten- 
ance, carrying charges, bond pay- 
ments, etc., rumored to be more than 
$5,000-a-week. 

But with business booming in 
Philly, thanks to war industries and 
the influx of Government offices 











date has been set for the reopening 
and Warner bosses claim there's 
nothing definite planned, workmen, 
electricians, carpenters are busy 
putting the big house in shape. 

Ted Schlanger, S-W zone chief, 
says there’s ‘hundreds of details’ still 
to be ironed out before the house 
can start business again. There have 
been numerous huddies in New 
York with Warner home office execs. 

Although nothing has been said 
officially, reports are current here 
that the Mastbaum will unshutter 
the latter part of this month with 
‘The Pride of the Yankees.’ 

Policy set for the Mastbaum, it is 
said, will be straight pictures. When 
it was open before it had a vaud- 
film policy with elaborate stage pro- 
ductions a la Radio City Music Hall. 

Simultaneous with the reports of 
the Mastbaum’s reopening, have 
come rumors that the Erlanger, an- 
other ‘white elephant,’ one block 
from the Mastbaum, will also un- 
shutter about the same time. 

Lessee of the house, William Gold- 
man, ex-Warner zone manager and 
now a successful indie exhib, '‘ 
mum about his plans, but it is known 
that the house has been completely 
refurbished and he may also tak: 
advantage of the boom and reopen- 
if he can get the: product. 
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WAX TO BEAT 





NEXT WINTER'S VILLAIN 


By next fall and winter radio programs may be marshalled 
quite suddenly to stop one great wartime villain: inflation. 
This seems to be the clear meaning of all available trend data 
at this moment. Inflation, or the cheapening of the value of 
money, looms as a terrible possibility because the Government 
is pouring funds out by the billions and an adequate amount 
of these billions is not going back into war bonds. The Treas- 
ury’s quota of $12,000,000,000 is not being met and Leon Hen- 
derson, of the OPA, says that this quota is too low, that $28,- 
000,000,000 annually of war bond purchase is required to 
anchor the balloon of rising prices that leads to inflation. 








Radio will almost certainly inherit the job—some fear too 
late—of scaring the people of the United States. Meantime 
the difficulties of translating the mysteries of economics and 
finance into everyday terms is already sensed and the problem 
will tax the ingenuity of radio program brains as nothing the 
Government has asked in the past did. 





Inflation is an unpleasant subject. It is also a little-under- 
stood subject. It happens to be the one sure way to lose the 
peace even when winning it militarily. 





One possible antidote to inflation is compulsory purchase of 
war bonds. Nobody likes that, apparently including the Treas- 
ury. It’s uncongenjal to the American tradition. It’s so ex- 
tremely unpleasant, in fact, that nobody is quite willing to look 
the horrid probability in the face. Compulsory bond purchase 
on top of the highest tax rates in history and the radical inno- 
vation of paying ahead on 1943 taxes, while also paying on 
1942, adds up as frightening. And yet it may be the job of 
radio—no further away than a few months—to throw itself and 
the country into reverse gear to stop inflation. 





Now is surely not too soon for the best brains of radio to 
cogitate on the problem. It may be flung at them very sud- 
denly. 


KWID, FRISCO, 
RESULTS NOT 
GOOD YET 





Ed East and Polly Sign 
Two-Year Extension 
Of ‘Breakfast’ Show 


Ed East and Polly last week were 
signed for a two-year extension of 
their ‘Breakfast in Bedlam’ program 


Led 


— ee 


San Francisee, Aug. 3. 

Reports coming in from Asia, 
Africa, Latin America and Europe on 
reception of KWID, Government's 
new shortwaver here, show consider- 
able variation in results. The 100,000- 
watter is apparently not being heard 
too well in most places, although 
there seem to be great gradations. 
There are even variances from one 
part of a country to another and 
variances according to time of day. 

That’s not too unusual for DX 
transmitters, as short waves are very 
tricky. Government and private 
engineers working on the construc- 
tion, however, are dissatisfied with 
the results. Part of the reason, they 
think, is that full power hasn’t yet 
been attained. In addition, a shake- 
down period is also necessary on any 
new installation. 

KWID transmitter was moved here 
last December from Schenectady, 
where it had just been erected by 
General Electric for its WGEO 
wavelength. WGEO fought the move 
ordered by the Office of Coordinator 
of Information (now part of the 
Office of War Information). GE since 
has vindicated its objection. It 
claimed that it was pointless to take 
the transmitter off the air during the 
period necessitated to move. GE 
Said that it could build a new trans- 
mitter just as quickly as move that 
one if it were given priorities. To 
prove it, it has worked feverishly on 
getting up a replacement at Schenec- 
tady and the new transmitter there 
has already been on the air for tests. 


RADIO EDITOR NOW 
TRAINING IN WAAC 


; Youngstown, O., Aug. 4. 

Winifred E. McAllister, radio edi- 
tor of the Youngstown Vindicator, 
left Monday (27) to be sworn into 
the Women’s Auxiliary Army Corps 
at Columbus. She reports at officers’ 
training school, Fort Des Moines. 

She had handled the radio page for 
14 months prior to enlistment. 

















on WJZ, New York. Terms provide 
a salary boost and a straight run 
of one-year minimum, Second year 
follows automatically, except if 60 
days notice is given. Option dates 
from Oct. 1 next. 

Meantime, the Easts probably 
leave this Saturday for a four-week 
holiday, which is a contract pro- 
viso. They arise at 5 a.m. five days 
weekly, 48 weeks a year, to make 
their 7 a.m. broadcast. 

Current participants include Mar- 
lin Blades, Paramount Pictures, Grif- 
fin, Eno, Adler’s and Noxon. 





RADIO EDITORS IN, OUT 


Affected by | 





Various Publications 
Changes—Radio Publicists Also 
Many changes are’ taking place 

currently in the field of radio editors 

and radio publicists. These include: 

Allen Finn, Newsweek radio edi- 
tor, into service. 

Cliff Ramsdell, new radio editor 
at Tide, succeeding Reginald Clough, 
now editor in chief. 

E. L. Bragdon, whilom radio edi- 








press under John McKay, replacing | 
Leif Eid who goes to NBC, Washing- 
ton. 

Paul Glynn, of CBS, Washington, 
is due to leave for armed services. 


Radio Club Elects 


Chicago, Aug. 4 
Newly-founded Chicago Radio | 
Management Club heid its fourth | 
regular meeting July 29 and elected | 
officers. These were Earl Thomas, | 
president; Buckingham Gunn, vice- | 
president; Lee Strahorn, secretary, 
Lewis Goodkind, treasurer. 
Trustees elected include 
Dorrell, John Gordon, Lieut. 
man Faust and Fred Marshall. 











Ward | 
Hol- | 





Spencer Bentley played opposite | 
‘Keeping Up With | 


Fay Wray in 
Rosemary’ last Sunday (2) night | 
on NBC-Red network. 


| versa. 


OCEAN STATIC 








MOST UNCERTAIN 
KIND OF ‘LUCK’ 


Exchange Programs of Grow- 
ing Importance in Anglo- 
Anierican Relations— 
Squandering of Opportu- 
nities Deprecated—Yank 
Web’s Aversion to Trans- 
criptions Is Traditional 





WELLINGTON’S VIEWS 





The unhappy failure of. the im- 
portant Norman Corwin CBS pro- 
gram from London a week ago 
Monday (27) has prompted some dis- 
cussion in N. Y. radio circles as to 
whether American networks are not 
unnecessarily complicating their own, 
and everybody else’s. production 
problems in international pickups by 
insisting everything come through 
‘alive. The hazards of live produg¢- 
tion are very great. Wartime pre- 
emption by official sources of the 
better of the available ocean chan- 
nels increases the dangers of a 
blurred, cavernous, unintelligible 
broadcast. Even ‘The Army Hour,’ 
with all its ability to clear permis- 
sions and assure cooperation, has 
suffered badly on occasion from em- 
barrassing flops when the announcer 
says, ‘we now take you to——.’ 

Queried on these points Lindsay 
Wellington, American representative 
of the British Broadcasting Corp., 
who is just back from a visit in 
London, stated that in general the 
BBC preferred ‘live’ broadcasts, too, 
but he believed that the BBC was 
more practical in its attitude of al- 
lowing the means to fit the produc- 
tion problem, rather than cramming 
and pushing production through a 
given routine despite all the obvious 
disadvantages. 

Wellington readily agreed that 
‘international amity between the 
United States and Britain is a deli- 
cate flower,’ and that the importance 
of exchange programs between the 
two countries is so important that 
squanderings of opportunities as in 
the Corwin failure is a lot more 
than just a casual disappointment 
of the staff and some listeners. It’s 


| agreeing on the need of doing a cer- 


tain job and then allowing an ar- 
bitrary preference for one means of 
transmission as against another to 
cancel out the effort. 
The BBC official 
Britain is on the whole doing much 


more just now to acquaint its people | 
| with 


the United States than vice 
Considerable numbers of 
Americans have been invited to Lon- 
don for just this purpose. Two re- 
cent invitees were Walter Van Kirk, 
of NBC and the Federal Council of 
Churches, and Alan Nevins, Pro- 
fessor of History at Columbia Uni- 
versity 
Wave of Curiosity 


‘There is a great wave of friendly | 
| curiosity about the United States in 
jtor of N. Y. Sun, has joined NBC | 
| 
| 


my country,’ observed Wellington, | 
‘I think this is excellent. I agree 
that it would be nice if a similar} 


wave of friendliness on the Ameri- | 


can side developed. He nodded 


| when asked if post-war collaboration 
was not one of the great problems | 


which radio program exchanges 


could do much to ease. 

Apropos the BBC practice where 
recordings are made of eyewitness 
or interview events, Wellington 
states that there is never any at- 
tempt to mislead the listeners. 
always quite clear that this particu- 
lar incident was recorded at a pre- 
vious time and is presented for the 
convenience of the listener and also 
to permit the careful operation of 
wartime censorship to intervene be- 
tween the making of the dise and 
the broadcast thereof. 

The present talk in American ra- 
dio circles about the growing ad- 
visability of using transcription cut- 
ins on important international pro- 
grams does not envisage any break- 


me ad 


For the Walls of Every Studio! 


In connection with the current Indianapolis sedition 
trial of William Dudley Pelley, Harold Lasswell and 
Harold Graves, Jr., both testified as government experts. 
They presented to the court some 14 basic characteristics 
of Nazi propaganda. These points might well be blown 
up or reprinted in large type as a wall poster for every 
radio studio in the country, entitled ‘How to Tell the Axis 
Line’. 

These are the sure signs: 

1. The United States is internally corrupt. There is political 
and economic injustice, war profiteering, plutocratic exploita- 
tion, Communist sedition, Jewish conspiracy and spiritual de- 
cay here. 

2. The foreign policies of the United States are morally un- 
justifiable. 

3. The President of the United States is reprehensible. He 
is a war monger and a liar, unscrupulous, responsible for suf- 
fering and a pawn of the Jews, Communists and plutocrats. 

4. Great Britain is internally corrupt in the same way as the 
United States. 

5. The foreign policies of Great Britain are morally unjusti- 
fiable. * 

6. Prime Minister Churchill is reprehensible in the same 
manner as President Roovelt. 

¢ Nazi Germany is just and virtuous. 

_ 8. The foreign policies of Japan are morally justifiable. It 
1s not responsible for the war with the United States. 

9. Nazi Germany is powerful. 

10. Japan is powerful. 

11. The United States is weak. It lacks the materials, man- 
power, armaments and morale essential to victory. 3 

12. Great Britain is weak. 

13. The United Nations are disunited. 
and suspect each other. 

14. The United States and the “world are menaced by Com- 


Mike Vogel, Film Trade |W EW TREASURY 
SERIES FOR 


They distrust, envy 





Paper Man, Succeeds 
Simon at WHN, N. Y. 


A. Mike Vogel has succeeded Al 
Simon as publicity and special pro- 
motion director of WHN, New York. 











finds that Great | 


It is} 


He was formerly connected with film 
trade papers and was previously in 
the Loew’s exploitation and theatre 
department. Simon relinquished the 
WHN post to take a Treasury Dept. 
assignment. 


YODER INTO UNIFORM 
Will Serve are in 
MacPherson Takes Over 


Denver, Aug. 4 





James R. MacPherson, national 
| spot and local sales manager for NBC 
and KOA, has been named acting 
| manager for KOA for the duration. 


|He replaces Lloyd Yoder, manager 
| since October, 1939. Yoder, a naval 
reserve officer, has been ordered to 
active duty as Lieutenant Com- 





navy. 

MacPherson served in the first 
world war as a member of the staff 
of the overseas paper, ‘Stars and 


Stripes.’ 





| down of regular domestic ‘network 
policy on this point. It’s simply the 
common sense of not 
important United Nations radio 
| hearings by having them unintellig- 
ible. The material ought, in 
circumstances, according to the ar- 
guments advanced to be received at 
the ideal transmission time over- 
seas, carefully recorded for quality 
and clarity and then dubbed in at 
| the time of broadcast with honest 
announcements that, because of war 
conditions, it was necessary to cut 
the item ahead. ‘So we sent our 
mobile unit to X——— 
afternoon and this is what 


we got 





of the Lyric theatre, 
when it was a vaudeville house and 
who later went on the road as man- 
ager for Orrin Tucker’s orchestra 





irector for WIRE. 





Vivian Brown continues as an aide | ™ights on 
in the WHN publicity department. 


} 


' 


Colorado— | 


MUTUAL 





New radio series for the Treasury 
Department will be heard Saturday 


WOR-Mutual, starting 
either Aug. 15 or 22. It will have a 


| variety-audience participation for- 
mat, with Bob Hawk heading the 
| cast for the initial broadcast. 
Members of the Radio Directors 
Guild will direct the individual 
shows and Radio Writers Guild 
members will script, with Erik 
Barnouw and Hal Block, writing, 
and Robert Louis Shayon, directing 
the first Brewster Morgan and 
Phil Cohan head the RDG commit- 
tee and Nora Sterling the RWG 
committee for the _ series Bill 


Rainey is producing for the Treas- 


|}ury Department. 


The time is being contributed by 


| Mutual. 


mander and will serve as public re- | 
lations manager for Colorado for the | 


CAPT. HAL RORKE PUT 


' 


squandering ' 


yesterday | 


such 


| 





ON AUTRY PUBLICITY 


Hal Rorke, who recently resigned 
as No. Z2 man in the CBS publicity 
department, N. Y., to become a cap- 
tain in the air force, has been given 
a publicity assignment for the army. 
It brings him back indirectly to CBS. 

Capt. Rorke will press agent the 
Wrigley program, ‘Melody Ranch,’ 
which is now re-emerging under the 
title of ‘Sergeant Gene Autry.’ 





Claude Mahoney Succeeds 
Godwin on WMAL Acct. 


Washington, Aug. 4. 
Claude A. Mahoney, on the Navy 
beat for the Washington Star, re- 
placed Earl Godwin as breakfast- 


|table commentator over WMAL un- 


Ted Nicholas, who was manager | 
Indianapolis, | Dairy. 


| 


der sponsorship of Thompson’s 
Godwin will concentrate on 
his nightly coast-to-coast program 
for Blue Network outlets. 
Mahoney was once White House 


was recently appointed program di-|man for the Wall Street Journal. 


Switch took place Monday (3). 
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SPREAD ALLOCATION’ TO INCLUDE DE SPOTS: 
MORE BUT BETTER SPACED WAR MESSAGES 


Office of War Information Gets Good Preliminary 
Response From Users of Straight Advertising 


Washington, Aug. 4. 


Extension of the Federal scheme 
of ‘allocating’ government radio 
messages, bringing in spot adver- 
tising, is in prospect with advertis- 
ing agencies reporting to the Office 
of War Information the readiness of 
spot sponsors to incorporate organ- 
ized plugs in their local outpour- 
ings. 

Late last week, 33% of 905 lead- 
ing agencies in the country had re- 
ported the names of clients who use 
spot programs of five minutes or 
longer in five different cities. Defi- 
nite interest in participating in the 
plan—a modification of the network 
allocation plan—was shown by 54 
sponsors in the first batch of replies 
to O.W.I. feelers. 


While conceding the spot. plan 
cannot be worked out with the ma- 
thematical accuracy that accom- 
panied the system for exploiting net- 
work programs, O.W.I. brain-trust- 
ers feel a formula can be doped out 
to minimize exasperating repetition 
and provide for effective use of 
radio te reach the milliens who 
listen regularly to non-network 
broadcasts. The inclusion of spot 
programs will fill a big gap in the 
present scheme. 

As outlined in letters from W. B. 
Lewis, chief of the Radio Bureau, 
the idea is to mobilize the spot ad- 
vertisers in groups and sections so 
that different topics can be parceled 
out most effectively. The spot pro- 
grams will be used only once in 
three weeks—so there will be three 
different major groupings, one car- 
rying a message each week. By 
having three subdivisions of each 
larger gang, O.W.I. will be able to 
assign three different subjects for 
the same week. 

Advertisers who are in the net- 
work plan also have been asked 
t> cooperate in the spot scheme— 
if they supplement their chain pro- 
grams by local puffs in particular 
areas. The idea also will make it 
possible for O.W.L to tie the re- 
gional networks into the whole war 
propaganda setup. 

Although all details are not set. 
O.W.I. contemplates handing the 
spot and network advertisers differ- 
ent assignments, so there will be 
the least chance of nullifying the 
objective of orderly presentation. 


| Bakery 





This should make it possible for the | 
government to plug six or seven 
subjects in the same week—instead | 
Oo: only three to four as at pres- | 
ent. By differentiating between the | 
two groups, the Radio Bureau will | 

liminate the possibility that “ed 
identical message would appear on | 
two contiguous programs. 

Th e yardstick will rule 


out nu- 


Mm. -ous spot advertisers whose radio |. 


ac‘ivities are confined to restricted 
But Lewis emphasized the 
Some spot program need not be 
aired im each of the five er more 
cities. It was felt impractical to 
try to include government messages 
is) spot programs running less than 
five minutes or to assign themes to 
advertisers who use fewer than five 
outlets. 

Planning to allow the spot adver- 
tiser and his agency to decide when 
they will carry the specified message, 
the Radio Bureau planners will 
avoid the headache presented in 
trying to reach any specified num- 
ber of listeners. There is no pos- 
Sibility of doing what has been ac- 
complished under the network plan 
—stipulating the exact period when 
the message should be incorporated 
in the regular seript. Spot adver- 
tisers using transcriptions will get 
,. their assignments approximately 
* five weeks in advance: a period of 
21: weeks will be sufficient to pro- 
vide for inclusion of the message 
in live talent programs. 

Questionnaire to the 905 agencies 
acked for data on the length of the 
program, the number of. stations 
used, the frequency of the spot 
broadcasts, and whether live talent 
is used. Replies through July 28 
indicated willingness of the follow- 
in~ advertisers to participate: 

‘meriecan Snuff Co.: 


Anacin Co.: 
By Bros. (Detroit): Bond Stores. 
Inc: Broadeast Advertising (Bos- 


ton); Burrus Mill & Elevator Co. 
(Fort Worth): Carnation Co.: Coca- 
Cola Co.;-Consolidated Cigar Corp.: 
Consolidated Products Co: Corn 


Products Sales Co.; Curtiss 
Co.; Deisel-Wemmer-Gilbert 
(Detroit); Duke Power Co.; 
National Stores; Gardner 
Co. (Osage, Ia.); General Cigar Co.; 
General Foods; Gospel Broadcasting 
Association (Pasadena); Griffin Mfg. 
Co.: Grove Laboratories; Dr. Hess 
& Clark, Inc.. (Ashland, O.); Hickok 
Oi: Co.: Hudnut Sales Co.; Jackson 
Brewing Co. (New Orleans); Kroger 
Grocery & Baking Co.; Kilpatricks 
(San Francisco); Langen- 
dorf United Bakeries; Manhattan 
Soap Co. McKesson & Robbins; 
Miles California Co.; Neighbors of 
Woodcraft (Portland, Ore.); North 
American Accident Insurance Co.,; 
Northwestern Yeast Co.; Nutrena 
Mills; Omar, Inc. (Omaha); Peter 
Paul, Inc. (Naugatuck, Conn.); Dr. 
Pepper Co.; Philadelphia Dairy 
Products Co.; Planters Nut & 
Chocolate Co.; Rosefield Packing 
Co. (Alameda); Sarnoff-Irving (New 
York City); Sinclair Refining Co.; 
Soil-Off Mfg. Co. (Glendale, Calif.); 
Scuthern New England Telephone 
Co.; Spark-o-Life Co. (Kansas City); 
T. W. Staley Milling Co, Stanhback; 
Standard Oil of California; Stand- 
ard Oil of New Jersey; Terre Haute 
Brewing Co.; Texas Co.; Wesson 
Oil, and Western Grocer Co. (Mar- 
shalltown, fa.) 


ACA Wins WHOM, 6-4 


Washington, Aug. 4 
By a two-vote margin, American 
Communications Association, a CIO 


Canay 
Corp. 
First 
Nursery 








unit, won collective bargaining rights | 
fon behalf of technicians at WHOM, 


Jersey City. 
The official results just cer- 
tified by the National Labor Re- 


lations 
the AFL’s International Brotherhood 
of Electrical Workers and six ballots 
for the ACA. 





The One Conspicuous Radio Example on the Home Front, 


| Skayon, Renier Join 








CBS As Exec Producers 
In Paley’s Revamping 





Robert L. Shayon, of WOR, New 
York, and ‘Tiny’ Renier, of KMOX, 
St. Louis, are new recruits to the 
program stafi at the Columbia 
Broadcasting System, being reor- 
ganized and revitalized by President 
William S. Paley. 

They will rank as executive pro- 
ducers. 

Renier will launch ‘Mother and 
Dad’ as a daily serial Aug. 10. Effie 
Palmer and Parker Fennelly have 
the leads. 





NOSTALGIC OBSERVANCE 





John Shepard’s 20th Anni—Even 
WEEI Makes a Gesture 





Boston, Aug. 4. 


WNAC celebrated its 20th anni- 
versary last Friday (31) with special 
programs featuring artists with sta- 
tion at its inception, together with 
speeches by major political exec- 
utives and a citation from Governor 
everett Saltonstall to President 
John Shepard, 3rd, of WNAC and 
Yankee Network. 


Unusual was the salute from WEETI, 
Columbia outlet, who also loaned 
WNAC the services of Carl Moore, 
singer and master of ceremonies, to 
rejoin his former partner, Billy 
Paine, tenor. 

Francis J. Cronin repeated his first 
organ program of two decades ago 
using the mammoth Skinner organ. 

Announcer Ben Hadfield related 
his experiences in the old Shepard 


studios. 
Board show four votes for | 





Russell Creuse will play guest 
again on ‘Information Please’ Aug. 6. 


Counter- Propaganda (an Be Popular 





‘Missing Heir’ Kills Wife 





Minneapolis, Aug. 4. 

Carl Proehl, who learned of 
an inheritance of $43,000 through 
a radio broadcast, squandered 
$30,000 of the sum in gambling 
and drinking. Last week after 
a 20-day incarceration for men- 
acing his wife he left the jail 
and murdered his wife and 
failed in an attempt to commit 
suicide. He will live to stand 
trial. 

Proehl got his share of his 
mother’s estate when his sister 
in Minneapolis heard the Iron- 
ized Yeast-sponsored ‘Board of 
Missing Heirs’ make a broad- 
cast. He had vanished in Cali- 
fornia. 


REX STOUT 10 
START ON CBS 


Rex Stout, the novelist and leader 
in numerous war-winning activities, 
is to begin a new series of commen- 
taries on the Columbia Broadcasting 
System. He will have the 7 p.m. 
niche Sundays, starting Aug. 9 with 
75 stations. 

(Stout has conducted an ‘anony- 
mous’ series called ‘Vaice of Free- 
dom.’ He is chairman of the Writers 
War Board.) 

Program will be captioned ‘Our 
Secret Weapon,’ with Stout as ‘Lie 
Detector’ and Bob Trout tied in from 
CBS’ London office. Johr Dietz will 
direct the series, which falls under 
Paul White's, division. 


New Coast AFRA Prez 


Los Angeles, Aug. 4. 

Candidates for the presidency of 
L. A. local of the American Federa- 
tion of Radio Artists are Fred Mac- 
Kaye and Knox Manning, election 
t. be held Sept. 28, to pick a suc- 
cessor to True Boardman, who is 
with the Army’s special services 
division. Boardman will serve as 
prexy until his successor is elected. 

MacKaye is fifth v.p., and Manning 
is treasurer of ‘the organization. 




















‘You Can’t Do 


Business With Hitler,’ Now Is Broadcast on 807 Local Stations—It 
Deals in ‘Documented Atrocities’ to Convince illiterate Biisinessmen 


DIRECTED BY 28-YEAR-OLD FRANK TELFORD 





By ROBERT J. LANDRY 


In the ‘let’s wait and see’ 
proposed radio version of 
‘You Can't Do Business 
the idea spindle at Washington. 
the idea, but caution was their 


Senator Guesswho. 
which America 


counter-propaganda campaign, 
States of America. 
This development greatly 


Detroit, Frank Telford. 


36). Before Pear} Harbor his 
tated organ, 


of them written by Nazis. 
geopolitics, into Nazi methods, 
tions of the Reich, 


beer and kraut. 


down.’ 


Miller’s book ‘much expanded in 


verse, debit and foreclosure, 


Nazi 


American businessmen. 





you and you 


days before Pearl Harbor, 
Douglas 
With Hitler,’ 
The authorities liked 
motto. 
for the rage of Hitler, but caution for 
Then came Dec. 7, 
stopped waiting and began 
Angrily the proposed radio series was yanked off the 
idea spindle to become, quite promptly, 
count it, 


improved the figurative 
stomach ulcers of a young radio writer-director 
It was he who 
four scripts and every fourth script thereafter. 
he who directed the whole series (now up to episode 
stomach 
because Telford was then in the process 
of filling in his ideological background by reading some 
100 volumes of all kinds about modern Germany 
The deeper he 
into the official ambi- 
the more and more his digestive 
apparatus twitched. What he began to see so vividly 
he realized Americans in general didn’t see at all. 
Too many Americans were seeing the N 
the softening mists of old generation “nostalgia for 
Americans were excusing the cal- 
culated nastiness of the Nazis on the shallow. 
thoughtless grounds that ‘you can’t keep a good man 
As if rats could ever be household pets. 


IF—SHUDDER—GERMANY WON! 


The genera! format of the Telford radio version of 


throughout the duration) is quotation of chapter and 
exposure of the whole 


They make it impossible to 
ignore and easy to shudder at what would happen to 
and you if Germany won. 


And ‘You 
something else. 
Miiler’s book, 
was impaled on 


Not caution 
the spleen of 
the day on 
seeing. 


stations. 


the home front 
of the United 


was an agi- 


. Many 
got into 


lusions, 


Yazis through 


silly, 


true it’s 


order to stretch acters, 


Can’t Do Business 


WWJ, Detroit. In 


from tation of Dickens’ 
wrote the &Srst broadeast over 
It was 


What winning-the-war-radio could undoubtedly 
are more snappy Frank Telfords and more counter-j| place of 
propaganda programs on the home front. 


With Hitler’ proves 


It proves that the Government’s timid 
fear of home front counter-propaganda (even now) is 
absurd. This program enjoys a runaway popularity, a 
popularity of demand from stations and listeners alike. 
There were 450 stations carrying the programs almost 
immediately and this number had now climbed to 807 


Reading 100 books to saturate himself in his problem 
fits in with the method of Frank Telferd’s arrival in 
professional radio. 
at Wayne University, which has a radio workshop but 
no football team, 
he organized and produced a seven half-hours adap- 


Back in 1938 he received his M.A. 
by writing a 630-page thesis on how 


which was 
practical essence 


‘Tale of Two Cities,’ 


Telford got his master of arts degree for producing a 
radio series ¢he put in 70 hours alone of research on 
the musical bridges, etc.), 
had to be observed so that outwardly the honor was 
earned by his lengthy report of what he did, and how 
he did it, rather than on the doing of the job. Tradi- 
tion couldn't quite 
radio production, per se. 
decorated and footnoted with abundant classical al- 
including Shakespeare. 

A man who can write 630 pages describing a seven- 
week radio series has to be two things: one, full of 
energy and, two, a get-it-done guy. 
ciates in the New York radio branch of the Office of 
War Information 
Board, which was successor, 
Emergency Management) say he is both. 
do they comment on the swiftness of his directorial 
work in the studio. 


but the academic traditions 


1938 to acknowledge 
Telford's radio thesis was 


unbend in 


Telford’s asso- 
(suceessor to the War Production 
in turn, to the Office of 
Especially 


His own theory is that if this is 


because he thoroughly familiarizes himself 
before. entering the studio with his script, 


his char- 


his production problem. He doesn’t have his 
doubts and mental bouts in front of his actors. 
snap to work pronto. 


They 
Actor Bob Pollard clears his 


art of confiscation, repudiation, extermination. throat and assumes the voice and personality of Doug- 
The programs are recorded in quarter-hour stanzas. las Miller. It is crisp business this periodie recording 
Sharp, hard, telling blows are imbedded ‘in those at the World studios in New York of ‘documented 
transcriptions. They help jolt illiterate, dreamy-eyed atrocities.’ 


use 


FCC Takes Over 
CBS Listening 


Post in Frisco 





Washington, Aug. 4 

The Federal Communications Com- 
mission Saturday (1) took over oper- 
ation of the CBS short-wave listen- 
ing post at San Francisco which has 
supplied considerable news through 
eaves-dropping on Japanese and 
other Axis propaganda broadcasts. 
Station will be run by the Foreign 
Broadcast Intelligence Service to 
supplement the monitoring facilities 
which the FCC now has spotted at 
strategic places around the country. 

Pick-up plant had been run by 
CBS on behalf of the Coordinator of 
Information (post formerly held by 
Col. William J. Donovan but abol- 
ished in the shake-up that brought 
Elmer Davis in control over Federal 
war information activities) but is of 
no value to the Office of War Infor- 
mation. New outfit of which Davis 
is chief is concerned only with put- 
ting out facts and propaganda, not 
with picking up the enemy’s outpour- 
ings, though occasionally OWI is- 
sued for domestic consumption a re- 
lease of what the enemy gabbers 
have to say. 

The move is not indicative of any 
Federal plan to take over other pri- 
vately-owned listening stations, ac- 
cording to Chairman James L. Fly. 
He pointed out that the Commish 
will not gain actual possession of the 
San Francisco station, commenting 
‘the significance is only that the CBS 
itself is in effect going out of the 
listening business there and _ that 
work is to be carried by the Commis- 
sion and coordinated with all of the 
other listening and reporting activ- 
ities which are handled by our For- 
eign Broadcast Intelligence Service.’ 


Gardner Cowles of OWI 
On Denny Seattle Forum; 
Two Dailies Shun Event 


Aug. 4. 

publisher of 
Moines Register and Tri- 
and Assistant Director for Do- 
Office of 


fourth 





Seattle, 

Gardner Cowles, jr., 
the Des 
bune, 
mestic 
War 
participant in 
coast-to-coast 


Operations of the 


will be 

the Blue network’s 
‘Town Meeting of the 
Air’ to be aired over KJR Thursday 
from Meany Hall on the University 
of Washington campus. 

Subject is ‘The Role of the Press 
in Wartime, but two Seattie dailies, 
the Times and P. IL. have given the 
pre-broadcast discussion a_ polite 
brush-off, preferring not to come 
into too close contact with ol’ debbil 
radio. Town's third daily, the Star, 
will be represented by Frank L. 
Taylor, associate publisher. 

Others who will participate are: 
Alfred R. Rochester, field repre- 
sentative of the Bureau of Public 
Inquiries; OWI; and Robert Abel, 
Tacoma, attorney. 

Byron H. Christian, acting direc- 
tor of the school of journalism, 
U. of W., will act as moderator for 
the pre-air talk, with George V. 
Denny, jr., in his usua] spot as mod- 


Information, the 


erator for the broadcast. 
Eric Johnston,’ president of the 
U. S. Chamber of Commerce, will 


not be able to attend, and his place 
will be taken by Arthur E,. Simon, 
attorney, president of the U. of W. 
alumni association. Others partici- 
pating will be: Palmer Hoyt, pub- 
lisher of the Oregonian, Portland, 
and S.‘H. Lewis,. publisher of the 
Lynden Tribune. 





Paul Fry, Marie Maher 
Promoted at New KBON 


Omaha, Aug. 4. 
Paul R. Fry. who has been pro- 
motion manager of station KBON 
(Mutual) ever since it ‘opened in 
the spring, has just been appointed 
business manager and Marie Maher, 
who has been program director, has 


been appointed station director. Both 
were with the station when it be- 
gan business March 4. 

Fry had formerly been with 





KOWH here and before that was in 
the sales and promotion denartment 
; of the World-Herald. He tc'ses the 
Ernest Bader. 1 chief 
a short time 


sta. 


ago. 
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Hubbard for Willkie, ‘A $50,000 Exec 
Actually Worth Twice That Amount’ 








Minneapolis, Aug. 4. 
Stanley E. Hubbard, KSTP pres- 
ident and general manager, fol- 
lowing his union labor difficulties 
and tiff with J. C, Petrillo, AFM 


head, now proposes to take the lead 
in organizing a radio broadcasters’ as- 
sociation comprising all independents 
and chains and with Wendell will- 
kie, if possible, as its guiding genius. 
The purpose, he explains in a 
lengthy statement released to the 
trade press, is to enable stations to 
‘protect’ themselves against such 
situations as have been forced upon 
them by recent Petrillo actions. He 
would have the N.A.B. reorganized 
to make it thoroughly representative 
of the entire industry, including the 
independent stations, large and 
small, ‘which now sare outside the 
fold because they can’t subscribe to 
the present N.A.B. setup and chain 
domination.’ 

With such a personage as Willkie 
as its spokesman the radio indus- 
try could reply promptly and ef- 
fectively ‘when somebody like Pe- 
trillo sticks his neck out,’ instead of 
dillydallying because there is no 
authorized individual to speak for it, 
Hubbard points out. 

The Hubbard statement answers 
his recent critics, who took him to 
iask for his outbursts against Pe- 
trille, belabors Petrillo some more 
and explains the need for the new 
association. In part it follows: 

‘During the past few weeks, es- 
pecially since KSTP’s involvement 
in ‘The Battle of Petrilloism,’ I fre- 
quently have been belabored and 
accused of attempting to confound 
the issues by dragging global affairs 
into the fracas. 

‘These criticisms have arisen, I be- 
lieve, because of one of two things 
—a malicious desire to ‘slap down 
Hubbard’ or an abysmally ignorant 
inability either to understand or to 
recognize the sharp parallels that 
exist between the problems con- 
fronting the democracies today and 
those which the broadcasters of 
America now face. 


‘Just as complacency has been the 
democracies’ besetting sin, so is a 
smug ‘every-man-for himself’ atti- 
tude among the broadcasters going 
to bring them to the point, at some 
not too distant date, where they, 
tco, are going to have to arm them- 
selves and fight for their very ex- 
istence against the legion of would- 
be dictators who are attempting a 
divide and conquer technique on us. 

‘The answer is a militant, aggres- 
sive, powerful affiliation of broad- 
casters—a*trade association to which 
all segments of the industry can 
belong. Without one, the broadcast- 
ing industry is vulnerable, indeed— 
subject to the whims of any Pe- 
trillo, any pressure group, any force 
that arises, seeking to destroy us. 

‘This affiliation should be one that 
would demand the respect of all de- 
partments of government, as well 
as the respect of every segment of 
Our national life. It should be alert 
to all the dangers confronting us, 
and be ready to move with the great- 
est dispatch the moment any peril 
arises, 

‘But here again we are weak. 
Such an affiliation needs strong, 
respected, dynamic leadership, and, 
frankly, where today within the 
broadcasting industry are we to find 
that leader ...What we want is a 
$50,000 executive actually worth 
twice that amount—a Willkie.’ 


TED M’MURRAY QUITS 
‘LONE JOURNEY’ SHOW 


Ted McMurray, director of ‘Lone 
Journey’ for Procter & Gamble 
(Dreft) on a midwest NBC hookup 
out of Chicago, is giving up the as- 
signment. Being considered as his 
successor are Fred Weihe, staff di- 
rector of the Blue network in New 
York, and Alan Wallace, of Blackett- 
Sample-Hummert, Chicago, agency 
on the account. 

Weihe is currently subbing for 
Axel Gruenberg, who is on vacation 
as director ,of ‘Against the Storm,’ 
P. & G. (Ivory soap) serial on NBC 
out of New York, for the Compton 
agency. Both programs are pro- 
duced by John Gibbs. ‘Journey’ is 
authored by Peter Michael and 
‘Storm’ by his two sisters, Sandra 
and Gerda Michael. 








wr 


AT AIR FEATURES 


James Church Chore to Martha At- 
well—Carroll Case Leaves 








James Church has resigned as di- 
rector of ‘Second Husband’ on CBS 
for Air Features (Blackett-Sample- 
Hummert}). He is succeeded by 
Martha Atwell, who already directs 
‘Mr. Keene’ on the Blue and ‘Young 
Widder Brown’ on NBC for the same 
agency. 

Carroll Case has resigned as a 
script editor for Air Features. He 
has legit production plans, as pre- 
viously reported. He will not be re- 
placed, his work being assigned 
among the agency’s other script edi- 
tors. 

Mary Watkins Reeves, author of 
‘Helen Trent’ on CBS, another B-S-H 
serial, is taking a leave of absence 
to become a mother. Ruth Borden is 
subbing for her, doubling from the 
scripting of ‘Second Husband.’ 
—e 





Daniels-Oliver-Lyon 
Trio Due Back on BBC 


London, July 24. 

‘Hi, Gang,’ popular program for 
two seasons, will not return to the 
British Broadcasting Corp. this fall. 
But Bebe Daniels, Vic Oliver and 
Ben Lyon, who created ‘Hi, Gang’ 
on the ether, return to the BBC 
with another program as yet un- 
titled, 

It will be in for 12 weeks, wiih 
option, opening sometime in No- 
vember, 


EUGENE KRAEMER IS 
WSAV SALES MANAGER 


Savannah, Aug 4. 

Eugene H. Kraemer, formerly Red 
network sales representative with 
NBC in New York, has joined 
WSAV, Savannah; as sales manager. 

Before being with NBC, he was 
advertising manager of Scientific 
American mag and previous to that 
was with midwest newspapers. 











Darrell Donnell, KYA San Fran- 
cisco newscaster, resigned to enter 


Haggerty Again Tells Congress What 
Printers Think Radio Should Pay 





Washington, Aug. 4. 

Limiting the aggregate net income 
of commercial radio stations and 
networks to a 20% return on the 
claimed investment has been recom- 
mended to the Senate Finance Com- 
mittee by the printing trades is the 
latest move of the perennial drive to 
saddle broadcasters with a special 
levy on gross time sales in the hope 
of curtailing the diversion of adver- 
tising from magazines and news- 
papers, 

A much stiffer impost than that 
recommended last year by the House 
Ways and Means Committee—and 
subsequently scrapped in the Sen- 
ate—was advocated Monday (3) by 
John B. Haggerty, president of the 
Allied Printing Trades. During his 
argument that broadcasters are 
qualified to bear a unique tax load, 
Haggerty charged the Treasury De- 
partment has reversed itself on the 
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SITUATION _ 
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- CONTINUED” 








the House group this year were 
deleted from the transcript of the 
hearings. 

As usual, Haggerty pointed to the 
huge earnings of the major net-— 
works and told the solons that most 
radio enterprises easily can absorb 
the proposed stiff imposts. He come 
mented that NBC distributed $4,- 
500,000 in dividends, CBS $3,500,000, 
WOR more than $500,000, and WHN 
over $600,000. For 1940 and 1941, 
WHN had net income over $400,000 
and WOR more than $1,000,000, after 
‘ample allowance for depreciation,’ 
he added. 





Coggeshall’s Freak Mishap 
Schenectady, N. Y., Aug. 4. 

A. O. Coggeshall, program manae- 
ger of WGY, almost lost a finger in 
the jamming of a transcription filing 
cabinet. The bone was cracked and 
the tip of the finger badly cut. 

Coggeshall will not be able to play 
the piano for four weeks. 





——_—______| 





Says CARROLL L. WILSON, 
Director of the Buseau of Foreign & Domestic Commerce, 
Vv. §. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE. 


“The present situation requires that personal selling effort, 
and advertising. be continued. 


“Advertising, indeed, faces a great opportunity. 


“It can and it should be used to convey to the public infor- 
mation which will dispel confusion among merchants and 


“This confusion is inseparable from the War effort — but 
for the sake of maximum War effort it should be, insofar 
as possible, prevented. In this, advertising can be of 





“Nor should brand names be eliminated during the War. 
We in the Department of Commerce are opposed to that, 


“The American people have 


come to rely on the brand 


name as a standard of the quality it demands in a given 


product. We all know that 


a basic part of our whole 


economy and of our American standard of living, is the 
good-will of the consumer for the product. The brand name 


is the sign and the symbol 


of that good-will. In many 


instances the brand name represents an investment of mil- 
lions of dollars — not only in advertising, but in research 
and in manufacturing and marketing methods.” 


To those whose fortitude in fotal war adds another shout of defiance fo the enemies of free * 
* American enterprise and democracy . . . this space is dedicated by The Nation's Station. 
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Dept. of Agriculture Notes Vital 
Role of Radio in Tire-Stranded 
Farm Life of United States 





Public service programs designed 
to stimulate the war activities, the 
education ard the community life of 
rural listeners will loom as imp. r- 
tant factors in the future program 
plans of radio stations—no matter 
what their wattege—as a direct re- 
sult of the war and the gas and rub- 


der rationing which is increasingly 
restricting rural life. These are the 
conclusions of the U. S. Department 
of Agriculture. Its Extension Serv- 
ice Review reports field representa- 
tives’ opinion on the use of radio in 
support of the war effort on the farm 
front. 


The problem is spotlighted by Al- 
lister F. MacDougall, a Middlesex 
county, Mass., agricultural agent, who 
has cooperated with New England 
radio stations for many years. He 
reports: 

Radio reaches into the fireside 
or the dinner table of all our 
farmers, and actually to the 
poultry house or the dairy barn 
in many cases. Farmers can sit 
in their own homes and receive 
information from us, During 
peacetime, this was extremely 
valuable; but now it is essential. 
With iires becoming scarcer 
every day, with gasoline rationed, 
with farmers having more and 
more work to accomplish with 
less and less labor available, we 
are probably going to have to use 
radio more than ever to get to 
the people with whom we work 
and give to them the information 
essential for their successful 
farm and home operation. 


Typical of one type of program 
that will be useful is the case his- 
tory of how WCCO, the CBS 50,000- 
watter, was instrumental in salvag- 
ing the leadership training seminars 
of the Minnesota Rural Youth pro- 
gram, which was being frustrated by 
transportation headaches and the in- 
ability of the University of Minne- 
sota’s 5,000-watter to blanket the 
state-wide string of training centers. 
Instead of canceling the seminars, 
the extension services collaborated 
with WCCO by organizing listening 
groups while the station cleared the 
choice 8:30-9 p.m. slot on three con- 
secutive Tuesday evenings. Thus the 
panels of experts broadcast instead 
of motoring frome session to session, 
and the student—augmented, for the 
first time, by adult and educational 
organizations—gathered in about 850 
groups to listen and then continue as 
discussion groups for the balance of 
each evening. Not only was the 
Minnesota Rural Youth program con.- | 
tinued and made available to more’ 





people, but the rural listeners had a 
chance to dig into the war by dis- 
cussing, after one program, the fol- 
lowing topic: What are the under- 
lying causes of the present world 
conflict? How can we as farm peo- 
ple help in this emergency, and what 
are we fighting for? 

Not quite as dramatic, but just as 
important to rural audiences, is the 
case history—also detailed in the 
July issue of the Extension Service 
Review—of a purely local problem 
and how KUIN, a 250-watter in 
Grant’s Pass, Ore., worked with the 
local extension service unit to service 
its listeners. In this case remote 
equipment was installed in the ex- 
tension service office and the local 
home demonstration agent was aired 
each morning at 9:15. This fa- 
cilitated the organization of wartime 
emergency services and, at the same 
time, took up the slack in personal 
contact, which in rural areas has 
come with wartime travel and work 
problems. 


To stations with rural listeners the 
situation would seem to call for pub- 
lic service programming that goes 
beyond the prosaic everyday public 
service program that.is produced 
with a minimum of effort purely for 
the logbook listing that looks so 
good, yet means so little. 





Kansas City.—Pearl Wise has left 
WHB where she had been traffic 
manager. She had been with the 
station nearly five years, and left to 
take a position in the air corps sup- 
ply depot here. 

New WHB traffic manager is Betty 
Bourk. 





Azcarraga’s Hunt 





Mexico City, Aug. 4. 
Emilio Azcarraga left here to- 
day by aeroplane for a two- 
week hunt in the United States. 
The XEW-XEQ owner is hunt- 
ing radio tubes now, desperately 
scarce in Mexico. 


Newspaper Club Suspends 
Member for Reporting; 
‘None of Public’s Business’ 


Philadelphia, Aug. 4. 

The Pen and Pencil Club here last 
week suspended from membership 
Powers Gourand, gossiper of Sta- 
tion WCAU, because he read over 
the air a column by Sir Gathrid in 
the Daily News reporting an inter- 
nal squabble in the club. Latter in- 
volved a hen-scratching that led to 
to the barring of all women from the 
club and the protest resignation of 
some members. y 

It was none of the public’s busi- 
ness what went on inside a news- 
papermen’s social organization said 
the board members in knuckle-rap- 
ping Gourand. 

















Norton McGiffin News 


From Flour Factory 
San Antonio, Aug. 4. 

After more than five years of con- 
tinuous broadcasting the Light Crust 
Doughboys have been traded in by 
Burris Mill & Elevator Co. for news 
commentator Norton McGiffin. Air- 
ings originate in the special studios 


at the mill and are aired over the 
stations of the Texas Quality Net- 
work each day for a quarter hour, 
Monday through Friday. 

Handled through Roland Broiles 
Agency. ~ 





Irna Phillips’ Ghost Writers 





Include Art Gladd, Gertrude Prys, Howard Keegan 


and Janet Huckins 





Chicago, Aug. 4. 

Identities of the actual writers of 
the Irna Phillips serials, long a 
closely-guarded secret, were learned 
for the first time this week. Art 
Gladd authors ‘Woman in White’ on 
CBS for Procter & Gamble (Oxydol) 
and ‘Right to Happiness’ on NBC- 


Red for P. & G. laundry soap. 
‘Woman in White’ is handled by 
Blackett-Sample-Hummert, Chicago, 


and ‘Right to Happiness’ by Comp- 
ton. 


Gertrude Prys writes ‘Road to 
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about the way WMCA 
is changing the entire 
New York radio scene, 
with programming that 
keeps winning national 
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right into the national 
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conducted by Samuel R. Zack (national 


awards for both 194] and 1942 by Ohio State University) and "'Americona 


Quiz" (1941) and "Friendship B 
Committee . . 


ridge" (1942) by Womens National Rodio 


- not to mention New York Times news bulletins every hour 


on the hour... Johonnes Steel and Sydney Moseley, two of Americas 


greatest news analysts ...as 


uccession of public service programs thal 


few independents would care to tackle. 
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AMERICA’S LEADING IRDEPENDENT STATION 


Life’ on NBC for Duz (Compton), 
Howard Keegan authors ‘The Guid- 
ing Light’ on NBC for General Mills 
(Wheaties), via Knox Reeves 
agency. Janet Huckins scripts 
‘Lonely Women’ on NBC for Gen- 
eral Mills (Gold Medal flour) 
through B-S-H. Gladd and Miss 
Prys' have been members of the 
Phillips writing stable for several 
years. Keegan and Miss Huckins 
are more recent additions. 
Although Miss Phillips ‘is not cur- 
rently doing the actual writing on 
any of her five serials, she takes 
an active hand in the plotting of the 
shows and, of course, approves the 
completed scripts. All five of the 
programs are characteristically Irna 
Phillips’ work. 

Identity Not Given 


Contracts on the more recent 
Phillips program do not contain any 
specification about the identity of 
the actual writers, but terms for the 
older serials, such as ‘Woman in 
White,’ stipulate that Miss. Phillips 
herself must script them. However, 
while the actual contracts for these 
shows have not been changed, Miss 


| Phillips asked and received permis- 
sion several years ago from the 
sponsors and agencies involved to 


use ghost writers for the stanzas. 

About a year ago, Miss Phillips 
was reportedly paid approximately 
$200,000 for four serials. Addition 
of “Lonely Women’ recently is fig- 
ured to bring her annual income 
to a minimum of $250,000. Out of 
that amount she must pay her 
ghosts. 





Marion Stevens of Miami 
Joins CBS Publicity Dept. 


Miami, Aug. 4. 

Marion Stevens, for the past five 
years radio writer for the Miami 
Herald, has resigned to join the pub- 
licity department of the Columbia 
Broadcasting System. 

Miss Stevens is the daughter of 
Frank B. Shutts, former owner of 
the Herald, and for a number of 
years has been one of this area’s 
foremost advocates of a year-round 
city-leased broadcast circuit between 
Miami and New York. 





Her successor has not been named. 


NBC Applies for N.A.B. Membership 
But Expresses No Joy in Act 





NBC last week applied for mem- 
bership in its name as a network, but 
informed the National Association of 
Broadcasters that it was not happy 
about the situatidn, and only applied 
to go along democratically with ma- 
jority rule. Niles Trammell’s letter to 
Neville Miller follows: 

(Copy) 

‘I am transmitting to you with this 
letter a signed application for. net- 
work membership for the National 


WYLIE DUE EAST 
TO CANVASS 
NEW JOB 


Max Wylie, who resigned last 
week as vice-president and radio 
director of Blackett-Sample-Hum- 
mert, Chicago, has no definite future 
plans. He's due in New York about 


Aug. 18 to consider several propo- 
sitions. He intends bringing his 
family east when he’s set in a new 
assignment. 

During his year’s association with 
B-S-H, Wylie launched four new 
programs for the agency, ‘General 
Mills Family Party,’ ‘Justice Rides 
the Range,’ ‘Treasure Island’ and 
‘Sweet River.’ Before joining B-S-H 
he was script editor of CBS. 

His annual volume of ‘Best Broad- 
casts’ is due for publication this 
month. 








No Immediate Successor 
Chicago, Aug. 4. § 

At least for the present, no one 
will be appointed to succeed Max 
Wylie as vice-president and radio 
director of Blackett-Sample-Hum- 


mert, Chicago. Roy Winsor will have 
charge of radio on the entire Procter 
& Gamble account, working with the 
account executives. George Stell- 
man will be in charge of radio on the 
General Mills account, working with 
the account executives. Alan Wal- 
lace will have a similar assignment 
for the Wander Co. and Staley busi- 
ness. 

Charles Hotchkiss, besides work- 
ing on radio for the Falstaff beer 
account, will scout new program and 
éalent contacts. New programs and 
program ideas will be routed through 
Alvin Kabaker and H. Y. Bingham, 
with the former handling radio con- 
tracts. Phil Bowman will be in 
charge of radio commercial produc- 
tion on P. & G. shows and Henry 
Rahmel will continue in charge of 
studio production facilities. 





Ed Wilkerson, commercial man- 
ager of WSLI, Jackson, Miss., Blue 
network affiliate in Jackson, was 
selected by the local Lions Club as 
one of its representatives at the or- 
ganization’s international convention 


Broadcasting Co. in the National As. 
sociation of Broadcasters. 


‘At the recent convention of the 
Association in Cleveland I stated the 
position of our company relative to 
network membership as being, first, 
that we saw no particular need for 
this type of membership; second, that 
we were opposed to mandatory place- 
ment of a network representative of 
our company on the Board of Direc. 
tors of the Association; and, third, 
that we considered the dues for such 
membership to be unduly excessive, 


‘I wish to state that our views rel. 
ative to the foregoing are unchanged, 


‘The Cleveland convention, how. 
ever, through its democratic proc- 
esses, voted against the position I 
took, and, in applying for member- 
ship now, I am doing so because I 
feel it advisable fto abide by the 
decision of the Association, 


‘As I have stated many times, it is 
our sincere wish to do everything in 
our power to contribute to harmony 
in the ranks of the broadcasters. We 
are subordinating our own views to 
those evidenced by the large majority 
of NAB members, and are accepting 
their desire that we become network 
members with the hope that we can 
thus make a contribution to industry 
peace and cooperation. 


‘I still feel very strongly that the 
network companies, and NBC in par- 
ticular, are paying too high a propor- 
tion of the total dues which support 
the NAB. I trust that this situation 
can be rectified. I also think it would 
be more desirable to have network 
membership on the Board of Direc- 
tors only if such representative is 
elected by the Association through 
normal procedures. 


‘I would be less than frank if I did 
not acquaint you with my concern 
over the lack of unity existing in the 
Association today. I feel that imme- 
diate steps should be taken to create, 
develop and maintain a strong, co- 
hesive association in the broadcast- 
ing industry to adequately gather to- 
gether and represent all of the group 
interests. The present differences in 
the ranks of the broadcasters, with 
many voices speaking in Washingon 
for them, has led to confusion and in- 
effeciveness for the entire industry, 
and this situation demands prompt 
correction. It is our desire to coop- 
erate fully to achieve industry ob- 
jectives. 

‘Cordially, 
‘Niles Trammell, 
‘President.’ 








in Toronto. 
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KSTP | 


MINNEAPOLIS - ST. PAUL 











. « » Not only the Northwest’s 
most popular radio station .. . 


BUT ALSO 


~ 


a substantial contributor to the relief 


of “unemployment” 


KSTP has just signed a new contract with Petrillo’s American Federation of Musicians 
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70% of Stations Acting As Agents 
For Direct War Bond Sales 





Washington, Aug. 4. 

Enthusiastic response of the 
broadcasting industry to Treasury 
Secretary Henry Morgenthau’s pro- 
posal to act as direct Federal agents 
in the sale of war bonds and stamps 
is seen in the tabulation of replies. 
More than 70% of all transmitters 
have agreed to serve as retailers of 
the war securities and it is expected 
90% will sign up in due time. 

Mobilization was rapid. Within 
24 hours after the appeal went out 
through Vince Callahan, director of 
the press and radio sections of the 
bond sales organization, acceptances 
had come from 511 operators. By 
late last week the number had 
mounted to 621. Morgenthau last 
week was notified by Neville Mil- 
ler, president of National Associa- 
tion of Broadcasters, that the indus- 
try is ‘most happy to cooperate’ in 
the war program in any way, Mil- 
ler commenting the reply to the re- 
quest for help in peddling bonds is 
evidence of the industry’s spirit. 

Assurance that broadcasters won't 
be holding the bag for mailing ex- 
penses involved in distributing the 
bonds was given by the Broadcast- 
ers Victory Council last week. After 


= = 





huddles with Treasury officials, ar- 
rangements were made for the gov- 
ernment, through Federal Reserve 
banks, to reimburse stations for the 
expense—18 cents postage on every 
registered letter carrying a bond— 
incurred in this part of the sales 
campaign. Station managers should 
get detailed information from the 
nearest bank affiliated with the 
Federal Reserve system. 


DON WILSON, ‘VARIETY’, 
INDUCTED INTO ARMY 


Don Wilson, New York radio ad- 
vertising salesman of ‘Variety,’ left 
today (Wednesday) for induction in 
the Army. 


Reports first to Fort Dix, N. J. 











Jack Sutton and his Drifters, cow- 
boy musical outfit, are now being 
heard over WAKR, Akron, O., every 
Wednesday and Friday at 6:30 a.m. 
With him are Tony Scaglione, accor- 
dionist, and Joe Schwarten, bass 
fiddle player. 





Cordell Hull’s 34 


Cordell Hull’s recent speech 
on ‘The Seriousness of the War’ 
scored 34 in the Cooperative 
Analysis of Broadcasting. 

This represents the largest 
audience for a cabinet officer 
ever checked by C.A.B. 


Radio Log Rates 76% 
As Useful Feature Of 
Springfield Newspaper 


Springfield, Mass., Aug. 4. 
The Daily News here polled its 
readers to determine the popularity 
of its various component parts. 
Readers were not asked to list the 


sequence of popularities but just to 
name them. The radio department 
came through with the largest num- 
ber of mentions in the ballots, 76% 
with a cartoon strip, Ernie Bush- 
miller’s ‘Nancy’ second with 73% 
mentions. Louella Parsons was dewn 
the list as were film reviews. 

The News’ policy on radio is to 
list the schedules of WBZA, WSPR 
and WMAS of Springfield, WTIC and 
WDRC of Hartford, WHYN of Holy- 
oke, WBRK of Pittsfield, WGY of 
Schenectady and WOR of New York 
City. It carries a few ‘highlights’ 
but no column, news or art concern- 
ing radio. 
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we know we’re in a war! 


There’s plenty of war consciousness in 
Cleveland. It has been sowed, nourished, 
cultivated in many ways. And a radio show 


called Cleveland At War has helped bring 


it into full bloom. 


Produced by WGAR and aired every Sun- 
day afternoon, this program presents a 
close-up of the local war scene at a time 
when nearly all can listen. During the 
week, Director Sidney Andorn and his 


mobile recording crew cover the town, 


transcribing the stories 


people are doing to help win the victory. 
It may be a thrilling tale by a local boy who 
served on the Lexington, 
with our first “wAAc’’, or the presentation 
of an Army-Navy Award to some local 
plant. Together with commentary and 


music, the actual voices 





pepped on the 


in the news are molded into a 30-minute 
program to keep Clevelanders posted and 


war effort. 


Home folks have worked harder since 


hearing the local machinist who lost a 


son at Wake. 


of things our 
one that truly 
mination... 
or an interview 


of Clevelanders 


BASIC STATION... COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM 
G. A. Richards, President ... John F. Patt, Vice President and General Manager 


They have bought more 


bonds since tuning in the neighborhood 
kid who went from beating tracks across 
their lawns to beating down Japs over 
Midway. They have been more generous 
with U.S.O. and Red Cross since lending 


ear to a simple but sincere radio program, 


voices Cleveland’s deter- 


““we know were in a warl” 









Edward Petry & Company, Inc. 
National Representative 








From the Production Centres " 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Loretta Young guests Friday night (7) from the Coast on ‘Men, Ma- 
chines and Victory’ on WJZ-Blue for the War Production Fund to Con. 
serve Manpower. Series has been extended from eight to 13 weeks, ,, 
WPB is offering scripts of its ‘This Is Our Enemy’ to listeners... 
Jean McCoy added to ‘Lorenzo Jones’ cast....Jerry Lawrence, all-night 
broadcaster for WOR, to be biogged in the next ‘Who's Who in America,’ 
So is Max Wylie, who resigned last week as radio director of Blackett. 


Sample-Hummert, Chicago....Current ‘Mr. Keen’ cast includes Janice 
Gilbert, Cliff Carpenter, Ethel Browning, William Shelley and Bradley 
Barker....Arch Kepner, WQXR chief announcer, and Alan Taulbee, staff 
announcer, joined Navy....Latter left yesterday (Tuesday) and Kepner 
awaits call. Sgt. William D. Strauss, former WQXR announcer stationed 
at Ft. Jackson, S. C., goes to Washington soon for officers’ training. 
Peter Donald joined casts of ‘Mary Marlin’ and Camel cigaret’s ‘Our Town’ 
episodes. .. .Co-scripters Eddie Lambert and Lewis Reid completed series 
for Vicklax transcriptions for Marschalk & Pratt agency....Peter Theurer 
formerly with Columbia Artists, transferred again by Army Air Corps, this 
time from Lowry Field, Denver, to the War Office, Washington... .Wade 
Dent, who conducts ‘Musical Portraits’ on WWRL, doubling in legit stock 
with the Woodstock (N.Y.) strawhat. 


Mary Paige and baby back from California to join Raymond Paige... 
latter provides music for ‘Star Spangled Vaudeville’ and ‘Stage Door 
Canteen’...Actor Bill Janney last week joined the Coast Guard...David- 
son Taylor, assistant director of broadcasts at CBS, answered Frances 
Morehouse’s letter to N.Y. Times. 


Eleanor Shockley, of Young & Rubicam, resigns shortly to marry Pvt, 
William Udell, from her home town, Kansas City. She'll live there.... 
Elmer Bruffy, the professional amateur strong man who was to have 
hanged himself last night (Tuesday) on ‘Hobby Lobby’ broadcast, almost 
did so when a chair slipped from under him at the Monday (3) rehearsal. 
So Bruffy walked on swords on the show, instead....Connee Boswell, 
Maurice Evans and Walter O’Keefe guest on tomorrow night’s (Thurs- 
day) ‘Stage Door Canteen’ program. Al Jolson is tentatively set for the 
Aug. 13 stanza....Phil Baker’s birthday is Aug. 23, so the ‘Take It or 
Leave It’ broadcast that night for Eversharp will be a ‘Baker Night,’ 
with admission to the studio limited to those named Baker....Tom Riley 
directs tomorrow night’s Russian War Relief program on WNEW.... 
War Production Board will wax series of spot platters plugging type- 
writer conservation. 


Capt. Eoin MacRonald Nyhen, firmer CBS engineer and shortwave an- 
nouncer-producer, serving with the U. S. Signal Corps near London.... 
Ralph Gleason, CBS trade press contact, is a horse race addict. Two years 
ago he bought a nag for $25 at the yearling sale at Saratoga, kept it in 
his garage at Chappequa (N.Y.) all winter and raced it with negligible 
results the next summer. He sold it for $500 when it became ill....Earle 
McGill, CBS producer, handling ‘They Live Forever’ during Bill Rob- 
son’s absence on the Coast. He also directs ‘Stage Door Canteen,’ ‘Tillie 
the Toiler’ and next Monday night’s (10) ‘Columbia Workshop.’ In his 
spare time he conducts a radio course at New York University....Bea 
Wain plays a personal at the Earle, Washington, for a week starting Aug. 
14 and a three-day date at the State, Hartford, opening Aug. 28....Gerda 
Michael, co-author with her sister Sandra Michael of ‘Against the Storm,’ 


has taken an office in Norwalk, Conn., to do her scripting....John 
MeMillin, Compton agency vice-president and radio director, back from 
three-week New Hampshire vacation. ° 





IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


Maury Holland transferred back to N. Y. by J. Walter Thompson, forc- 
ing him to relinquish production of ‘Command Performance.’ Cal Kuhl 
of JWT will direct War Department program for a stretch....Chet 
LaRoche closeted with Tom Girdler, headman of Consolidated Aircraft, 
in San Diego going over an advertising campaign, which is reported to 
include a radio program. Also understood Lord & Thomas (Lockheed) 
and J. Walter Thompson (Northrup) may put their clients on the kilo- 
cycles....Jack Meakin, who conducted orchestras and produced for NBC 
in Frisco, replaced Don Bernard as producer for William Esty of the 
Bess Johnson and Bob Hawks programs....Rosemary DeCamp, radio 
actress, spent most of her spare time stumping for the candidacy of her 
husband, Judge John Shidler, making the race for Congress. Just as 
things began to look promising, Uncle Sam ups and orders hizzoner into 
the Army. Horace Heidt is taking split-billing with his pianist, Frankie 
Carle, on the Tums show. Announcement now reads: Horace Heidt with 
Frankie Carle and the Musical Knights....KNX landed a sponsor for its 
en masse warble, ‘United We Sing,’ and bankroller, a defnse plant, will 
have guesters who can sing from other factories turning out war orders 

.Mann Holiner, headman for Benton & Bowles here, has reverted to 
pre-radio type, that of turning out ditties with the missus (Alberta Nich- 
ols. Latest, ‘A Love Like Ours’ is what ‘Holly’ calls a ballad in swing, which 
he says, violates all orthodox procedure in songwriting. Irving Berlin 
will publish.... Symphonies Under the Stars series in Hollywood Bowl 
is being recorded by KNX for shortwaving around the world, especially 
for those in the armed forces overseas who may miss their symphonies 
....Ken Murray and Meredith Willson making a series of platters for 
Rexall at NBC....Jim and Marian Jordan (Fibber and Molly) on a fish- 
ing expedish to Mexico before starting their eight consecutive season for 
Johnson wax....Bob Redd’s written and produced ‘Point Sublime’ for 
Union Oil optioned for another quarter....Fox Case shuttling between 
Hollywood and Frisco to keep the CBS news bureaus humming and short- 
wavers sparking....Art Kemp, CBS Coast sales manager, elated over fall 
prospects and pointing to substantial gain over corresponding period 
last year. 








, 





LEE GRANT ORCHESTRA 
BACK TO WBYN, B’KLYN 


WBYN, Brooklyn, N. Y., settled its | CONNECTICUT'S PIDNEER BROADCASTER | 
two month squabble with Local 802 SS ali ‘ .-- 
of the American Federation of 
Musicians over the number of men 
to use in the house orchestra. New 
deal, which goes into effect on Aug. 
24, calls for five men plus leader 
which is the same contract that had 
been in force before the station 
asked for a revision and the pickets 
took over. 

Musicians will have been out for ’ ate 
two months by the time Aug. 24 on WDRC. It’s oneT 
rolls around so the union actually to every 
gave the station a two month con- =  f all! 
cession. Orchestra pilot is Lee| Muay gain tor 
Grant, ex-WMCA batoneer. we Hartford, Bas 
for Connecticut. 

v 


LOCAL RATE 


National, regional — 
local advertisers 4 
pay the same low rate 








Allan de Castro, who was latin 
sales manager of CBS La Cadena de 
las Americas is no longer with CBS. 
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Full Network-Users on CBS 





Now that all the networks have discount plans designed to promote 
full-use-of-network the process of tabulations of concrete results has 


begun. 


The Columbia Broadcasting System has already culled its 


records to find that 85 local stations are better off by at least one 
added commercial. WBAB, Atlantic City, and WMBS, Uniontown, Pa, 
are examples of big increases. Together they account for 22 new pro- 


gram periods or nine hours and 45 minutes. 


Some ten affiliates are 


serviced with an additional seven hours or more weekly of sponsored 


network programing. 


Following is the complete list of CBS accounts now contracting 


for full network: 


‘Cheers From the Camps,’ General Motors. 


Tommy Riggs, Lever Brothers. 
Camel Caravan, R. J. Reynolds. 


Vaughn Monroe’s Orchestra, R. J. Reynolds. 


‘Crime Doctor,’ Philip Morris. 


Philip Morris Playhouse, Philip Morris. 
Glenn Miller Orchestra, Liggett & Myers. 


Andre Kostelanetz, Coca-Cola. 


‘Theatre of Today,’ Armstrong Cork. 
‘Your Hit Parade,’ American Tobacco. 


‘Sergeant Gene Autry,’ Wrigley. 
‘The First Line, Wrigley. 
Ben Bernie, Wrigley. 


‘Take It or Leave It,’ Eversharp. 


Lux Radio Theatre, Lever Brothers, 


Kate Smith Hour, General Foods. 


Jackson Wheeler, News, Curtiss Candy. 
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Firestone s 59 


Added Stations 
Under NBC Plan 


Firestone Rubber, an NBC old 
timer in point of longevity as a 
sponsor, is the first sponsor at NBC 
to make a substantial boost in the 
number of its stations in order to 
earn the full network 10% discount 
recently announced. Firestone 
added 59 stations to fill out to 125 
stations, or practically a doubling. 

A number of accounts have added 
small clusters of missing stations to 
make full network but Firestone is 
the first lip-smacker for the web. 


WLW Puts Press Into 
One Department With 


Specials and Bookings 


Cincinnati, Aug. 4. 

Blending of WLW’s publicity, spe- 
cial events and talent booking de- 
partments into a public relations 
division becomes effective this week. 
Set-up is headed by Roger Baker, 
who served as the station’s tobacco 
trade extension representative while 
doing the baseball announcing of 
Reds’ games on WSAI, Crosley 
smallie, a chore in which he con- 
tinues. " 











Purpose of the combination, ac- 
cording to James D. Shouse, general 
manager, is to coordinate activities 
of the three departments which have 
to do with entertainment and other 
channels of public contact. 


Under Baker, the publicity depart- 
ment is directed by Bill Barlow, 
with Jim Cassidy handling special 
events and Bill McCluskey in charge 
of WLW Promotions, Inc., which is 
the artists’ bureau. 

The reassignment permits M. F. 
‘Chick’ Allison, who temporarily 
looked after the three departments 
in the past several months, to de- 
vote full time to his post as director 
of promotion. On the trade end, 
Allison exploits WLW’s facilities and 
talent to clients and agencies, and 
administers the station’s consumers’ 
foundation set-up, supplying products 
to 1,000 midwest housewives, pre- 
paring questionnaires for them, and 
making research reports on mer- 
chandise so tested. 














WSPD, Toledo, has James A. 
Cochran as acting production man- 
ager, and Bob Evans, is new special 
events director. Glenn Jackson now 


chief announcer. 
bp — —_—____ 











‘THIS, OUR CANADA’ 


Not All 





Snow, Indians and Red- 
Coated Cops 





Toronto, Aug. 4. 

Early in October, the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corp. will 
Sunday evening 45-mins. _ series 
‘This, Our Camada’ and designed io 
show that the Dominion is not a 
primeval tract of land wrapped 
half the year in Arctic snows and 
peopled only by Indians, trappers 
and Mounties. Under the author- 
ship of Gerald Noxon, late of BBC. 
13 of the scripts will be responsible 
for the production. John Weinzwieg 
will be in charge of the atmospheric 
music. 

Mobile units of the CBC have 
made extensive tours of Canada to 
record scores of sequences which 
will be incorporated into the broad- 
casts. Understood that one of the 
American networks is dickering for 
the Sunday night 45-mins. series. 


Most Gratifying 
Knoxville, Tenn., Aug. 4. 

Announcers and operators from the 
city’s three radio stations, WROL- 
NBC, WNOX-CBS and WBIR-MBS, 
defeated a team of newspaper men 
in a baseball game here Tuesday 
(28) by the score of 9 to 7. 

This is the first victory for the 
radio men in the third annual 
grudge game, played at Caswell 
Park as the first part of a Knoxville 
Smokies doubleheader. 








launch a! 


Vacuum Twies Endanger Yankee 


Radia Services (and All Radio) — 
In Priority-Hit South America 





Rio de Janeiro, Aug. 4. 

A critical shortage of spare equip- 
‘ment for transmitters here will 
| shortly begin to force many stations 
off the air. Similar situation exists 
in the rest of Latin America and 
unless relief comes in the shape of 
U. S. priorities as many as 50% of 
the stations may have to cease 
broadcasting within a year. 

Principal shortage is in vacuum 
tubes. Other equipment can fre- 
quently be replaced from old parts 
or repaired with a little ingenuity. 
There’s none of that with tubes, 
however, and since European sources 
have been cut off, the only place 
to obtain them is the U. S. 


Dearth of tubes applies not only 
to transmitters, but to receivers. 
There’s no measuring, however, how 
hard the ordinary listener is hit or 
will be hit. There’s been no audi- 
ble squawk yet on lack of new re- 
ceiving sets, which are getting as 














scarce here as they are in the 
States. 


With the whole radio propaganda 
plogram of the U. S. jeopardized 
by lack of equipment, the Office of 
Coordinator of Inter-American Af- 
fairs is known to be making strenu- 
ous efforts to obtain tubes for the 
transmitters. CIAA has been turn- 
ing more and more to rebroadcasts 
by local stations to get its message 
across, rather than depending on 
dubious short-wave, so is vitally in- 
teresed in keeping these kilowatters 
going. It has had a survey made 
of the equipment situation and is 
paving the way on priorities on pur- 
chasing and shipping. 





Cari Mark’s Sponsor 


~ Cleveland, Aug. 4. 

Forest City Materials Co. is spon- 
soring Carl Mark to do mike work 
on new nightly newscast immediate- 
ly following broadcasts of Cleveland 
ball games over WHK. 

On no-game days, newscasts aired 
at 6 p.m. 
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‘CAN HEAR KNX ON MY CASH REGISTER{” © 
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That’s what the grocers, and druggists, and 


the other men-behind-the-counters say in 


Southern California. 


And it’s why, when advertisers ask their 


local representatives what to use to sell this 


billion-dollar market, there is a swelling 


chorus of “Put it on KNX!” 


Surveys show that Southern California 


dealers prefer radio to all other national 


media, and prefer KNX to all other radio. 


That’s dealer acceptance. It’s a direct 


result of a consumer acceptance that has 


been built up by years of KNX programs, 


leadership and public service. And a direct 


result of both has been a steadily increasing ‘ 


value for KNX advertisers, year after year. 
KAS 58,000 WATTS 
L0S ANGELES 


COLUMBIA’S STATION FOR ALL SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA ©¢ Owned and operated by the Columbia 
Broadcasting System ¢ Represented nationally by Radio Sales: New York, Chicago, St. Louis, Charlotte and San Francisco 
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‘STAGE DOOR CANTEEN’ 

With Bert Lytell, Raymond Paige 
Orchestra, Helen MHayes-Selena 
Royle, Robert Montgomery, Burns 
and Allen, Barry Wood 

30 Mins. 

CORN PRODUCTS 

Thursday, 9:30 p.m, 

WABC-CBS, New York 

(C. L, Miller) 


The premiere broadcast of a series 
rooted in one of the great patriotic 
gestures of this war, the American 
Theatre Wing’s Stage Door Canteen, 
went off quite smoothly. Director 
Earl McGill (and producer Roger 
White) welded rather’ scattered 
items into a fairly cohesive picture. 
They should do and no doubt will 
do better, but still as radio first 
nights go this was glossy and suc- 
cessful. 

There may be a quarrel as to the 
fitness of ‘Mary of Scotland’ as a 
radio item in such a revue as this. 
It seemed pretty long and heavy for 
the occasion and its free verse 
tended to be highbrow. That Helen 
Hayes and Selena Royle rendered 
the lines well does not answer this 
question, 

riate to this present war would not 
| ve been completely out of order. 
Mary Stuart suffered 500 years age. 
Despite the performances, despite 
the artistry of the players, the ex- 
cerpt had a feeling of detachment, 
far-offness, almost unimportance. 

Selena Royle’s Queen Elizabeth 
proved an interesting and vivid per- 
formance, although perhaps affected 
by her subservience to Miss Hayes. 
It was a regrettable oversight that 
left any mention of Miss Royle’s 
name out of the script. Listeners 
might even have wondered out in 
Keokuk whether Miss Hayes was 
playing both the roles the way she 
was introduced. (On Broadway 
there would be a natural expectation 
to hear Helen Menken as Elizabeth. 
The latter, however, effaced herself 
microphone-wise, acting merely as 
the she-impresario on behalf of the 
Theatre Wing.) 


Burns and Allen communicated a 
lot of lift to the program, their gags 
being especially fresh and pat, pos- 
sibly due to gagman Hal Block, who 
is assigned to the series, along with 
Frank Wilson, who is handling the 
general continuity. Gracie was in 


A little something appro-_ 





and out of the script, punching her 
stuff with that delicious ease which 
is hers, while George Burns proved 
again that until somebody makes a 
more plausible suggestion he is prob- 
ably the best feeder in the field. 

Produced in a CBS sidestreet radio 
studio (next door to the real Stage 
Door Canteen) the atmosphere of the 
Canteen itself is largely re-created 
by Bert Lyteli impersonating the 
‘Officer of the Day’ (the male actor- 
volunteer who handles all emer- 
gencies for the Theatre Wing). 
Lytell has a varied background as 
emcee of umpteen benefits, Lambs 
Gambols and whatnot, and this ver- 
satility expressed itself in his ability 
to be an authentic ringmaster and 
representative of the acting profes- 
sion. It is possible that a little more 
explanatory detail of what the of- 
ficer of the day is and does would 
be useful to the continuity. And 
would it poison the Theatre Wing’s 
coffee to mention that he was presi- 
dent of the Actors Equity Association, 
an organization of some standing? 
Why not get the show world the 
maximum credit it so obviously de- 
serves, 

Raymond Paige is providing the 
musical background for the show 
and this chore was part of the gen- 
eral finesse that helped the first 
broadcast score. Barry Wood, from 
George Washington Hill’s_ ranch, 
rendered ‘Jingle, Jangle, Jingle’ with 
a choral echo and otherwise made 
himself useful to the entertainment. 
Robert Montgomery, a lieutenant in 
the Navy, rut the show on the air 
as a one-time gesture and one Jim 
Kennedy of Life Magazine was heard 
from by way of the script device 
that he was down at the Canteen to 
shoot pictures and interview stars. 

There were several passing atmos- 
phere references to an_ eccentric 
sailor named ‘Killer’ Johnson, who 
is a constant patron of the Canteen. 
This jitterbug gob and exponent of 
perpetual energy has created a sort 
of Broadway fame as a show-off, 
ingenue-exhauster and general non- 
stop cut-up. The Canteen authors 
on this occasion made something of 
him, although it may not have been 
entirely clear to the provincials. 

Rather a clever propaganda touch 
was having an old soldier speak to 
a modern private and assure him 
that the privates are the big guys 





of this war. An actor impersonated 
Sergeant York for this snapper. 
Corn Products was very restrained 


in commercial credits on the first 
broadcast, contenting itself with 
identification rather than expatia- 


tion. 

On the whole, the half-hour passed 
easily and pleasantly. Enough of the 
spirit of the Canteen shone through 
for a starter. The foundations were 
there for a program with true war- 
time flavor. McGill's knack for 
stringing bits together, for making 
the disjointed seem as natural as, 
say, the uneven flow of street traf- 
fic. was an important factor. Land. 


‘LITTLE DOCTOR HICKORY’ 
Educational 
10 Mins. 
Sustaining 
WJZ-NBC, New York 

‘Little Doctor Hickory’ is an im- 
aginative children’s educational orig- 
inating at WOWO, Fort Wayne, Ind., 
and broadcast over the network early 
Saturday afternoon. No cliff hanger, 
this is the kind of a program which 
parent-teacher groups, teachers and 
other sometime critics of juvenile 
radio shows will approve. Credits 
are not given. Person or persons 
producing and presenting the pro- 
gram deserve mention. It’s a skillful 
job, with touches that reveal fore- 
thought and showmanship. 


To an adult, the characters may be 
a little vague and pixie, but they will 
probably appeal to younger children. 
The actual material—stories about 
jelly fish, insects, etc., their cell re- 
production, equipment for the roles 
they fill and the like—is a popular- 
ization of biology. 

The spinner of the information is 
‘Little Doctor Hickory,’ who takes 
material from his ‘big book in a dusty 
attic.” A man brings ‘Bright Eyes,’ 
presumably a boy, to the attic for 
the adventure-learning sessions. He 
has a rather deep, mellifluos straight 
voice. May be the creator of all 
three roles. The occasional questions 
by ‘Bright Eyes’ are in pipey tone. 
The musical accompaniment—on an 
organ—is in the proper light, piquant 
mood. Show is held to 10 minutes, a 
point in its favor, considering tend- 
ency of children’s attention to wan- 
der. Jaco. 
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‘AN AMERICAN IN ENGLAND’ 
With Joseph Juliam 

30 Mins. 

Overseas 

Monday, 10 p.m. 

WABC-CBS, New York 


Norman Corwin’s series after a 
compiete failure the week before 
had a practically complete success 


Monday night (3) when the re- 
ception was remarkabl_ satisfactory. 
Moreover he actually succeeded at 
one point in _ deliberately bur- 
lesquing shortwave on_ shortwave 
transmission mingling sound effects 
and assorted blended tidbits of 
English music and getting the whole 
thing through to American radio 
listeners of the Columbia Broadcast- 
ing System. 

While some might consider fewer 
‘yeahs’ and ‘huhs’ necessary to round 
out the typical American on the 
whole, Corwin took his imaginary 
Yank across the Atlantic on a clipper 
and through to London in a style 
that was poignant, believable and 
rich in clear mental pictures. It 
should add up to a net contribution 
to British-American understanding. 


Himself a first visitor te England 
it is likely that Corwin has come 
remarkably close to epitomizing the 
mixed sentiments and impressions of 
th: average American who finds the 
ti ht little island a bit strange but 
likeable. The script was dotted with 
interesting sidelights, just the sort of 
detail tourists always are interested 
in and struck by. The kind of food 
you can’t get, the kind of delays you 
face, the patience needed to contract 
for a taxicab, compared to which 
V’ashington cab service is a model of 
alacrity. By adding up the details, 
wholly without melodrama, a pano- 
rama of war came through. The 
waste and heartache and the bravery 
and horror became clearer. 


_Musically the program had a 50- 

piece Symphony orchestra. 
That was unnecessary as a small 
unit would have sufficed and short- 
wave transmission is not the ideal 
medium for big orchestras. Joseph 
Julian who followed Corwin to 
F-gland to enact the narrator role 
proved an excellent choice, his 
versatile reading being from both 
the brain and heart. Contrived 
wholly in the frst person present 
tense the script was masterful in 
achieving an even, unjerky unfold- 
ment. Various English voices were 
brought in and out, some just for 
action and color, one or two to talk 
about the war. The soliloquizing 
was especially adroit in allowing the 
tourist to first mention and then 
have enacted the typical American 
misconceptions of English character. 
The silly ass lord, the variety hall 
cockney singer. Amusing, too, was 
Corwin’s use of the quaint conceit 
which appeals to Americans, namely 
that the BBC would remain im- 
peccably itself if announcing one 
evening on the 11 p.m. newscast that 
the world had come to an end but 
the Government was, for the 
moment, withholding comment. 


Corwin continues to discharge 
difficult tasks of rare demand on 
tact, feeling and imagination with 
great artistry. Land. 


‘BATTLE OF THE SEXES’ 

With Walter O’Keefe, Harry Von 
Zell 

Quiz 

30 Mins. 

MOLLE SHAVING CREAM 

Tuesday, 9 p.m. 

WEAF-NBC, New York 


(Young & Rubicam) 

For years under the personalities 
of Mr. and Mrs. Frank Crumit ‘The 
Battle of the Sexes’ rated as a cheap- 
and-popular show. The switch to 


Walter O’Keefe and Harry Van Zell 
(the latter’s salesman personality 
being much exploited) is part of an 
effort to streamline the show for 
wartime. The contestants are sol- 
diers and girl canteen workers. They 
compete partly for war stamps and 
partly for cash, the cash being de- 
clared as Molle’s contribution to 
the boys and girls getting together 
after the broadcast for a ‘blind date.’ 
Under this setup the embellishments 
overshadow the quiz. Kibitzing of 
Walter O’Keefe is definitely for hu- 
man interest and gags. He even 
Sang a song, a clever spoof on day- 
time serials. The much-ado about 
the date and the fun calls for a 
clearer statement to the listener of 
who gets what. Did the four sol- 
diers get $10 between them, or $10 
each? It wasn’t too clear. Why 
$7.50 jn stamps? Since the program 
attempts to interest people in the 
money the explanations ought to be 
more precise. 

Of course, it’s all a little silly. 
So are a lot of successful programs. 
Prepare your own list. But it’s dis- 
armingly genial. O’Keefe is very 
capable in handling the people and 
the questions. The latter varied 
from simple ones to trick ones, a 
couple of the latter seeming unfair 
in that a sudden switch from legit 
to gimmick isn’t quite sporting. © 
two teams in this case showed no 
tendency whatever to dispute with 
the auspices or to challenge any- 
thing. : 

The copy is handled with the 
brightness often associated with 
Young & Rubicam, and Von Zell is 
employed skillfully. He closes gig- 
gling as he sings a duet with 





O’Keefe, the same old Molle theme 
song of the Crumpits. Land. 





‘PARADE’S WEEKLY REVUE’ 

with Hy Gardner, Dick Ballou Or- 
chestra, Alvino Rey, Jack Marshall 
Adelaide Moffett . 

30 Mins.—Locail 

PARADE—MAGAZINFE 

Tuesday, 10 p.m. 

WHN, New York 


This is a program of criss-crossed 
tieups. Parade Magazine, Father 
Duffy's Canteen, WHN, various night 
clubs around Manhattan and Hy 
Gardner, a cafe journalist, are ajj 


involved for credits and buildup, 
The program originates from the 
Hotel Astor, and funds for the Can- 
teen are solicited, with the Astor 
again given as address, 


On this hearing the session was 
reasonably diverting for a local sta- 
tion revue. The continuity ran from 
pretty good to passable. Occasion- 
ally, Hy Gardner seemed on the 
point of developing a radio style 
unique to himself. There’s inevit- 
ably some tendency to a _ liodge- 
podge impression due to the numer- 
ous tieups. Bad, too, was the time 
or production jam that gave the 
listeners not the Four Yacht Club 
Boys as ancunced, but one of them 
singing, straight, an oversentimen- 
tal and under-melodious _ special 
piece, ‘The Lady in the Uniform’ 
which seemed out of the singer’s 
range and wholly away from his 
personality. 

Adelaide Moffet husky-voiced a 
couple of songs; Alvino Rey made 
odd things come out of an electric 
guitar; Jack Marshall _tantalized 
with vocal mimicry that had the 
blueprint but not the finished struc- 
ture of comedy. Marshall talks in 
a funny manner, but he doesn’t say 
* iene funny. For radio, that’s 

at. 

Editor R. A. Laslie of Parade 
Magazine presented a silver baton 
of leadership to Coastguardsman 
John Cullen, the lad who turned up 
the Nazi saboteurs. Cullen proved 
a very modest gent, managing to 
handle an impossible situation rich 
with embarrassment with a lot of 
natural dignity. Land, 





MAJOR DE SEVERSKY 
Aviation Talk 

15 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Saturday, 7:45 p.m. 
WEAF-NBC, New York 

Anybody as well known as Alex- 
ander P. de Seversky would eventu- 
ally attract radio attention. His ap- 
pearance upon the NBC network is 
therefore a case of natural expecta- 
tions finally materializing. This is 
not the most primary aspect of his 
presence, however. Seversky _ is 
synonymous with the view that old- 
school commanders of the Army and 
Navy are lacking in proper imagina- 
tion and enthusiasm for air power 
as a thing apart. It is therefore 
rather remarkable—something to 
quote, in fact, when radio history is 
written—that in the midst of a war 
radio gave time to a critic of ‘the 
military mind.’ 

Seversky has been an American 
citizen for two decades, but vocally 
he still bears the accent of his 
Russian youth, His diction is clear 
and his choice of words always pre- 
cise and vivid. He is an eloquent 
defender of his point of view, which 
might be summed up in the im- 
patient inquiry, ‘what are we wait- 
ing for?’ 

The first broadcast Saturday was 
largely introductory to the thesis 
which is developed in the major’s 
book, ‘Victory Through Air Power.’ 
The latter is frequently mentioned, 
including its pending serialization in 
the New York Herald Tribune. 

Seversky on NBC seems certain to 
have a considerable audience, apart 


from the thousands of amateur 
strategists. Saturday night at 7:45 
would ordinarily not be the ideal 


speaking date, but in wartime many 
considerations of this sort are offset 


by new habits. and. 
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” anti-Nazi Programs in German 


F aa 


RMAN-AMERICAN CONGRESS 
OrOR DEMOCRACY 
30 Mins.—Local 
Sustaining 
ay p.m. 
Leer Bronx, N. Y. 
(In German) 


WBNX og 
am which, . 

ee Truth’ on WHOM, Jersey City, 
sets out to do something for democ- 
racy. The results, again like WHOM, 
are rather successful and deserving 
of encouragement. Financial ques- 





German-language | 
like ‘Dedicated to} 





POtooeeese 


‘DEDICATED TO THE TRUTH’ 
With Use Intrator, Ernst Rosen, 

Hanns Kolmar, Edgar Vincent, 

John Oidenburg 
30 Mins.—Lecal 
Sustaining 
Saturday, 3 p.m. 

WHOM, Jersey City 
(In German) 

Iise Intrator’s dramatic group pro- 
duces one of the very few German- 
language broadcasts in Greater New 
York which glorify the cause of 


|democracy. The series of Saturday 


tion looms large, of course, none of jafternoon half hours are given fre> 


the foreign 


language locals being |time by WHOM. None of the ac- 


able to afford more than the dead- tors receive any compensation, and 


heading of the time itself. 


e half hour began with an Eng- 
ok nasending of ‘We Did It Before 
and We Can Do Jt Again.’ Then in 
German two letters ‘from the mail- 
box’ were dramatized with dialog. 
The initial interrogation was: What 
would be most striking to a German 
just now coming to the United 
States?’ The scene was pictured as 
a salon on the Drottningholm. Cast: 
An American newspaperwoman, a 
German lady. The following is 
nearly verbatim dialog: 

A: Why are you so upset? 

B: I don’t know English. 

A: Don’t be afraid to speak Ger- 
man. Don’t forget your German. 


There are lots of German papers in| 


the U.S.A. The Government doesn’t 
object to it. 


B: So many Germans in the U.S.A.? | 


They enjoy so much freedom, though 
America is at war with Germany? 
A: America doesn’t fight the Ger- 
man people, only the Hitler system. 
The Government helps to free Ger- 
many? 
B: I am surprised that Government 


allows broadcasts in the German lan- ; 


guage. 

(Conversation interrupted by the 
‘Lorelei Song’ cf Heinrich Heine.) 

I hear my favorite song. It is 
forbidden in Germany since Hitler 
came to power 

A: German culture is fostered here 

(‘Spring Song’ by Felix Mendels- 
sohn is heard.) 

B: If my friends could .bear this! 

A: You may even see German pic- 
tures here. I am just advised that 
the War Production Board will re- 
strict the number of the 20 ice cream 
flavors. 

B: We have not one ice cream fla- 
vor in Germany. Men laugh here, 
in Germany even laughter is for- 
bidden. - 

Interpolation from the Associated 
Press: “The German Government can- 
celled permission for further trips of 
the Drottningholm. Nazi barbarism 
destroys all ties of humanity.’ 

A. second question was answered 
by a supposed scene in a Nazi radio 
station, The program director was 
unable to find suitable musical ma- 
terial of recent ‘Aryan’ German com- 
position? All the composers of good 
stuff were either Jews down to 
1/16th or they were political exiles, 
liberals, enemies of barbarism. The 
Nazi party supervisor’s remonstrances 
turned gradually into fury at the 
radio program director who cannot 
find anything but verboten items. 

There was an argument that the 
march of Air Marshal Milch was 
also forbidden but the party man 
declared Milch was cleansed of the 
Jewish taint because hi eentile 
mother took oath that her husband, 
a Jew, was not the father of the air 
marshal This made him a _ good 


‘Aryan’ bastard and quite acceptable 


LORD & THOMAS N. Y. 


STAFF REALIGNMENT 


New York office of Lord & Thomas 
was reshuffled last week with Sam- 


uel E. Hill being appointed director | 


of market and media for the office. 
Under him, each with equal author- 
ity, are J. S. Spiegel, manager of 
printed media; Catherine C. Mc- 
Carthy, manager of research, and 
John D. Hymes, manager of radio 


purchases, including time and talent. | 


For Hymes it means additional re- 


sponsibility since heretofore he had | 


only handled time. 

















BUY AN 


AUDIENCE 


Ohi 5 ay . oun Sr Ox5 


WTAG woncesre 


it becomes an acute question with 
‘Dedicated to the Truth’ as with 
other endeavors in this complicated 
area just how long actors can get 
along without wages. 

The program was well written and 
produced in good German. The per- 
formers revealed experience in their 
readings. It seemed probable that 
the series was capable, if continued, 
of helping end the regrettable silence 
in German programming of answers 
to Nazism. 
| The program opened by saying 
| ‘The longing for one’s homeland is 
jinate in every person. Our parents 
were born in happier times. But 
{no imaginary world of happiness or 
power could appeal to the real Ger- 
man people...we must tie loyalty to 
truth and justice...’ and so on. Josef 
Schmidt, t'¢ German tenor, was then 
|heard on wax, afterwards Ilse In- 
\trator commenting that Schmidt was 
once a great favorite in Germany. 
‘He had to flee to Poland in 1933, 
later to France. He now needs pa- 
ipers to enter the United States, his 
,Only hope. 
| Mrs. Intrator continued: ‘We have 
'received many letters and calls tes- 
tifying that we are on the right track 
,with our programming. It has not 
been an easy job® Many were pes- 
simistic about the suecess of this 
broadcast. We want to find contact 
with the hearts of men. I am deeply 








thankful to be able to do this work, | 
only possible in a country of liberty.’ 


The dramatic portion’ of the half 
hour then began. It is the history 
of a German family whose head 
fell under the evil hypnotism of Nazi 
propaganda. How this corrupted his 
character and how his growing cal- 
lous toward decency Hurts everyone 


|about him is the general line of the 


continued story. 
The arrogant Nazi character flings 


out such characteristic remarks as | 
} 


| these: 


| “Democracy will be shattered on | 


its own soil.’ 
‘Resistance to the Nazi rule will 
be destroyed by terror.’ 


‘You will get a job, Hans, as soon | 


as you enter the Nazi party.’ 

The wife sadly soliloquizes as she 
reads from her diary, ‘I must try to 
win my husband back.’ 
litera device -worked out by Ilse 
Intrator and her writing collaborator, 
David Milton. The purpose is to 
show how daily lives are marred by 
the noxious weeds of Nazi ideology 
choking off kindness and love. 


to the other bees. 
gram director was 
away to a concentration camp for 
the improvement of his musical edu- 
cation, 

The program 


The obtuse pro- 


This is the} 


finally dragged | 


offers $10 in war} 


stamps for the two best letters each | 


week. 


Battle Maps, Raid Rules 
Part of WOAI Giveaway 


San Antonio, Aug. 4. 
Latest wrinkle in give-a-ways is 
' being used here by the Planters Nut 
& Coffee Co.. sponsors of the WOAIT 
5:45 p.m. Newscasts with Corwin 
Riddell. Sponsors are offering a 
special Rand MeNally War Atlas 
which contains maps of the fighting 
fronts. Besides this it contains 


an air raid 
formation fot 
emergencies. 
send in six empty Planters Peanut 
ibags and 10c or one band from a 
lvacuum pack can of the 
with 10c. 


dialers, in 


'hour Monday through Friday. Ac- 


oe 


Blackout Rules, what to do in case of | 
and other necessary in- | 
wartime | 
Offer asks dialers to} 


goobers | 


Newscasts are aired for a quarter | 


count was placed through Goodkind, | 


Joice & Morgan. 


‘Down Under’ Show 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 4. 

Station KDKA is launching a 
weekly radio program called ‘Hello 
Down Under’ for U. S. Troops in 
| Australia, New Zealand, Tasmania 
|and elsewhere in the Pacific theatre 
lof war. Show will go on from five 
to six a.m. Eastern war time on the 
station’s regular clear channel] of 
1020 kilocycles. 

Program will consist of 
sports and home town chatter by 
Johnny Boyer, announcer. Scripts 
will be written by Dale Jackson, eon- 
tinuity chief. 





music, | 


} 
} 


i 


4th NBC Casualty 


Lt. Barron Chandler, USNR, 
was killed in Pacific action, mak- 
ing the fourth former NBC em- 
ployee to fall a casualty of the 
war. Chandler was once a page 
at Radio City. ' 

In all, 332 NBCers are in the 


service, 130 being drafted in July 
alone. 











DRUG CO. BUYS 


NEWS HEAVILY 


St. Louis, Aug. 4. 


Schwimmer & Scott Agency, Chi- 
cago, have placed one of the largest 
package deals for a client in the St. 
Louis radio field. For the Walgreen 
Drug Stores, that number 15 in St. 
Louis proper and many more in the 
adjacent territory, the agency has 
purchased 18 five-minute news 
broadcasts daily for three months, 
with an option for renewal. 

The news broadcasts bankrolled 
are evenly divided between KWK, 
KXOK and WIL. 








Eugene G. Pack, KSL Salt Lake 
chief engineer, spent several days 
in hospital as reward for attempting 
to install awnings at his home. 


Australian News Programs Free 
To Any Interested American Station 





WKAT, MIAMI, HIRES 


Miami, Aug. 4. 

First femme radio operator to be 
hired by a local station is Esther 
Fischer, who has joined engineering 
staff of WKAT. 

Miss Fischer got her job within 
one week after being graduated from 
a local NYA Technica! High School. 


Honor Harold Randol, 20 
Years With Westinghouse 


Springfield, Mass., Aug. 4. 

Harold E. Randol, chief engineer of 
Westinghouse station WBZA, was 
honored yesterday (3) for 20 years 
of service at a dinner arranged by 
Westinghouse officials. He was given 
a special service pin, with presen- 
| tation by C. S. Young, general man- 
jager of the Westinghouse stations in 
New England. 

Randol joined KYW, then located 
at Chicago, on Aug. 3, 1922, and came 











university, he served as a radio oper- 
ator in World War IL. 


A GIRL ENGINEER 


to Springfield in 1935. A graduate 
of the Navy radio school at Harvard 


-s 
* 


| oa P 
Austraiian News and Information 


Bureau is clearing releases for U. S, 
stations desiring to pick up and re- 
broadcast the shortwave Australian 
newscasts. Two of these hit the 
west coast and one the east early 
each morning, being beamed out of 
Melbourne by the Australian Broad- 
cast Commission which is compar- 
able to the BBC. 

The programs are 35 minute af- 
fairs that offer news, commentaries, 
and interviews with American sol- 
diers in Australia. Mutual cur- 
rently uses these programs as do 
about a dozen non-network affili- 
ated outlets. Reception is unusu- 
ally good with only three shows 
being washed-out in the past 15 
months. Hit of these shows are 
the ‘Americans Calling Home’ fea- 





j 
| 
| 


ture which has Yanks airing a 
personal message home. American 
Red Cross transcribes these mes- 


sages and sends them gratis to the 
parent, sweetheart or wife. 





Jane Weaver, director of women's 
activities at WTAM, Cleveland, has 
been elected vice-president of the 
Women’s Advertising Club of Cleve- 
land. 























New York station. 


at 1440 
Broadway 
in New York 


tical] suggestion. 


WOR’s total audience is approximately 10% 
greater than before the war. Yet, WOR’s rates 


remain the same. Ergo: Sponsors pay less for 
more on WOR than ever before. 


More people are listening to local comedy, 
sports, women’s, quiz, juvenile, news, partici- 
pating and half-hour evening shows on WOR 
than to similar local shows on any other 


Because of WOR’s audience leadership and 
dominating coverage of such boom war- 
industry centers as— New York, Trenton, 
Reading, Philadelphia, Newark, Jersey City, 
Hartford, Paterson, 
Elizabeth, Wilmington and Camden, WOR 
offers advertisers the most economical single 
means of reaching the greatest concentration 
of war workers in America today. 


* Perhaps in the United States 


Woh 


NOTE: WOR earnestly advises every advertiser, or 
his agent, to contact the station today for choice, 
low-cost time and programs. It is a sincere and prac- 


MEMBER OF THE MUTUAL BROADCASTING SYSTEM 


New Haven, Bridgeport, 
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Springfield News § 


ees No Sense In 





Booking Non-Union Boston Symphony 


Springfield, Mass., Aug. 4. | Gallo’s Toledo Confabs 


James C. Petrillo, musicians’ union 
prexy, has a journalistic friend in 
the Springfield (Mass.) Daily News. 
In a lead editorial Wednesday (29) 
titled ‘Musicians’ Union Also Has 
Rights’ defended the AFM for buck- 
ing the non-union Boston symphony 
with all its might. 


The union has threatened to black- 
list the Municipal Auditorium if the 
Hub orchestra appears as announced 


in the Community Concert associa- | 


tion series next February. The 
agreement with the Koussevitzky or- 
chestra is not ironclad, however, for 
a tentative date has been made with 
the Philadelphia orchestra should it 
be thought inadvisable to defy the 
blacklist threat, because of whole- 
sale disruption of the city’s music 
schedule. 

‘James C. Petrillo,’ declared the 
editorial, ‘doesn’t need anyone to de- 
fend him. Anyone with a yearly in- 
come of $46,000 is doing all right, but 
it would appear that the Springfield 
Community Concert association is 
asking for trouble by going ahead 
with plans to bring the Boston sym- 
phony here this season. 

‘Walking into any argument is bad 
enough, but stepping into the middle 
of a labor dispute is the worst kind 
of folly. Grant that the association 
has the right to hire any orchestra 
it pleases; grant that the orchestra 
members have the right not to join 
the union: grant that the orchestra 
is a great favorite here either for 
musical or neighborly reasons, the 
wisdom of enjoying all those rights 
is still open to question when so 


» much that is unpleasant can acccm- 


pany a decision not to waive those 
rights. 
‘On the other side of the picture, 


the men whose votes Petrillo is now | 


seeking to enforce have every right 
to join a union; they have every 


right to build up and to develop | 


whatever benefits come from it; they 
also have the right to refuse to play 
in any hall that is used by non- 
union musicians. 

‘The association may feel that it is 
being pushed around by the union 
and no one in this country likes that 
sort of treatment. For that reason, 
any decision to buck the union 
should be carefully considered since 
all the concert-going people will be 
pushed around if the union black- 
lists the Auditorium. 

‘Not only would this blacklisting 
bother the lovers of the classics, but 
the swing fanciers wil be left high 

Vand dry. There is not a dance band 
that has attracted attention in the 
country that does not belong to the 
union.’ 

The stand of the News was di- 
rectly opposite that expressed last 


week by the Springfield Uniom and | 


it appeared on the same day the 
paper ran George Sokolsky’s column 
blasting Petrillo as a dictator. 





Levant’s All-Gershwin 


Sets Philly Record; 


For Summer ‘Season’ 


Toledo, O., Aug. 4. 
Negotiations for light opera in the 
| Walbridge Park Zoo Amphitheatre 
| this summer are in progress, with a 
decision expected one way or the 
other this week. 

Fortune Gallo, of the Shubert 
theatrical forces, has been in To- 
ledo conferring with officials of the 
Toledo Civic Light Opera Associa- 
tion. 


BRAZIL OPERA 
VARIES IN 
QUALITY | 


Rio de Janiero, Aug. 3. 
The past week, a planned per- 
formance: of Verdi’s ‘MacBeth’ was 
cancelled and ‘Ballo in Maschera’ 
was substituted in its place. Leon- 


ard Warren again drew big recep- 
tion, topping his performance with 
an excellently sung ‘Eri Tu.’ Fred- 
erick Jagel was a good Riccardo but 
his ‘E scherzo od e follia’ failed to 
catch fire although in the ‘Du se 
fedele’ and “La riverdro,’ Jagel’s 
booming top tones stood him in good 
stead. Ferrucio Calusio conducted 
|a performance that was below par. 
| Florence Kirk failed to live up to 
|her former work as Amelia with 
neither the youthful soprano’s act- 
ing nor singing up to her past work. 
A performance of ‘Pelleas et Meli- 
sande’ was barely adequate, with 
Raoul Jobin singing Pelleas in ex- 
quisite French, but the tenor’s big 
| voice is not suited to the role. Mar- 
cella Denya, French soprano was 
wholly inadequate as Melisande, 
singing with a small, dry, colorless 
voice and with little imagination. 
A performance of ‘Manon’ was 
also just fair, with Jobin doing an 
excellent Des Grieux, especially in 
the ‘Ah Fuyez,’ but the tenor’s ‘Le 
Reve’ could stand considerable im- 
provement. Tones which are not 
sung forte seem to trouble Jobin 
who has difficulty whittling his 
huge voice down to a piano tore. 
The French soprano Petitrenaux, 
showed fine style as Manon, but an 
unsteady old-sounding voice with 
brittle tops. John Gurney, another 
| Met American, was just so-so. Per- 
|}formances of ‘Manon Lescaut,’ ‘Bar- 
| ber of Seville,’ and ‘Traviata’ have 
| been cancelled, due to the inability 

















| of certain stars to reach here. 


| Among them was Lolange Re- 
naud, French soprano, stopped at 
Lisbon, Bidu Sayao, Brazilian so- 


prano, who elected to remain in the 
S.; Rosamaria Brancato, Ameri- 
can soprano, and Hertha Glatz, 
Austrian contralto. Frederick Jagel, 
leaving here for the Colon in 
uenos Aires, has been engaged for 


| total of 20 the tenor will sing at 


Menuhin’s Rain Jinx eight extra performances, making a 


Philadelphia, Aug. 4 


Records were smashed at 
Robin Hood Dell last Thursday (30) 
when a crowd of 14,250 attended 
the al fresco spot in Fairmount | 
Park to listen to an all-Gershwin 
concert with Oscar Levant and 
Anne Brown, Negro soprano. The 
crowd exceeded by 750 the pre-| 
vious record of 13,500 set by 
Lily Pons last season. Previous 


high for this year was also set by 
Miss Pons with 13,000 last week. 

Yehudi Menuhin was skedded to 
piay last Monday (27), but it rained. 
He was again set for the following 
night. It rained again. On Wed- 
nesday the concert was again washed 
out by threatening weather. Thurs- 
day, the Dell put on Levant and 
Brown, setting Menuhin for Fri- 
day. Once more it rained. It looked 
like Menuhin would have to be can- 
celled. But it was arranged for 
him to play Saturday night, grab a 
plane for Chicago, where he was 
set for an appearance Sunday night. 

Because of the numerous post- 
ponements, Menuhin’s concert at- 
tracted only 7,000 persons, away be- 
low the crowd expected. 


the | 


Mexico City Opera Season Cold 


| $1,000 per in that city. 


Lewisohn Stadium Picks 
Itself Up After Mishap; 
Heifetz Is Terrific 


The concerts at Lewisohn Sta- 
dium, N. Y., after having been struck 
by lightning on Tuesday (28) when 
the entire stage was smashed, re- 
sumed with violinist Jascha Heifetz 
playing the Brahms Violin Con- 
certo, on Wednesday (29). The in- 
strumentalist was in top form, and 
despite the makeshift mikes, deliv- 
ered a superb performance. Fritz 
Reiner, struggling against uncertain 
acoustic conditions, did ‘almost as 
well by his orchestra in the Brahms 


Fourth Symphony and the Academic 
Festival overture. 

Monday (3) Josef Lhevinne made 
one of his infrequent appearances 
playing the Tschaikowsky B Flat 
Minor Piano Concerto which has 
become perhaps the most popular 
work of ‘its kind in the world. The 
pianist was in the vein throughout 
and gave the concerto a thundering 
reading worthy of a master of the 
keyboard, which he is. Wagnerian 
works made up the balance of the 
orchestral portion which were con- 
ducted by Howard Barlow. 


MINNEAPOLIS 
DEFICIT CUT 


Minneapolis, Aug. 4. 

Minneapolis Symphony orchestra’s 
deficit for the past season was the 
lowest of any normal year in the 
organization’s history. Earned in- 
come of $26,700 was 20% higher 
than the previous season. With the 
year’s operating expense up two per 
cent the deficit on operations to be 
met from a guaranty fund was $104,- 
915, or $21,351 less than the year 
before. 

A total of $88,500 of the $100,000 
guaranty fund for the 1942-43 season 
already has been pledged. It will 
be the orchestra’s fortieth season 
and Dmitri Mitropoulos again will 
be conductor. 


“TOSCANINI WOULD BE 
A GOOD DRILL SGT.’ 


The rule prohibiting mention of 
the call letters of one network on 
a program broadcast over a rival 
chain was not observed when Corp. 
David Saxon was interviewed on 
‘Vox Pop’ over CBS. Saxon, at- 
tached to a department staging en- 
tertainment for the aviation me- 
chanics being trained at Keesler 
Field, Mississippi, said he had played 
the violin with symphony orchestras, 
in concerts, etc. Asked by Warren 
Hull to name one of the symphonies, 
Saxon said ‘The NBC Symphony 
under Toscanini.’ Hull questioned, 
‘The fabulous, incomparable Tos- 
canini?’. Saxon replied in the af.- 
firmative. 

When Hull inquired whether Tos- 
canini ‘pulled the music out of you,’ 
Saxon responded that he did not go 
quite to that point, but did get re- 
sults, ‘He would make a good drill 
sergeant,’ added the Corporal, as the 
soldier-audience laughed. 


























War and Other Complications Cancel Proposed Ap- 
pearances of Met Singers 


Mexico City, Aug. 4. 

The proposed opera season here 
from Sept. 15 to Nov. 1, sponsored 
by the government of Mexico, has 
been called off. This marks the end 
of a three-month battle to put on 
Mexico’s annual season by Ernesto de 
Quesada, South American impresario 
who has run into difficulties which 
could not be hurdled. 

Original season was to have started 
in early June with a large number of 
Metropolitan Opera stars signed for 
leading roles. The entry otf Mexico 
into the war so complicated matters 
in the form of entry permits and re- 
turn visas that the singers cancelled, 
preferring the Cincinnati Opera Co. 
to the risks of Mexico. The Mexican 
National Symphony and the Ballet 
Theatre then took over the theatre 
until Sept. 15. 





i 


» 





Youngstown’s Soloists 





Youngstown, O., Aug. 4. 

The 1942-1943 schedule of the 
Youngstown Symphony Orchestra 
will include seven concerts, start- 
ing Oct. 19. Guest artists are: Don 
Cossack Chorus, Oct. 19; Albert 
Spalding, violinist, Nov. 19; Jan 
Peerce, Jan. 9; Rosalyn Tureck, pi- 
anist, Feb. 9; Jarmila Novotna, 
March 15. 

Winners of the Young Artists’ 
Preview will appear on the Dec. 
8 concert and the final concert will 
be on April 13, when an all-city 
high school chorus will sing with 
the orchestra. 


‘ere . 








First Financial Statement of Met 





Reveals $1,956,827 Income—Deficit of $214,374 on 


Fixed Charges 





Army Raises Ceiling At 
H’wood Bowl to 10,000 


Hollywood, Aug. 4. 

Army authorities eased up on 
their wartime restrictions and- per- 
mitted a boost from 5,000 to 10,000 
in seat sales for Symphonies Under 
the Stars in Hollywood Bowl. 

Move is looked upon here as a 
relaxation of the rigid limit placed 
on public assemblage after Dec. 7, 
indicating more confidence in safety 
measures. 


KOUSSEVITZKY 
WELDS STUDE 
SYMPH 


Lenox, Mass., Aug. 4. 

Defying the transportation crisis, 
Serge Koussevitzky, conductor of 
the Boston Symphony orchestra and 
director of the Berkshire Music Cen- 
ter at Tanglewood, lnunched his in- 
dependent season of concerts here 
Aug. 1 and drew a crowd of 2,200 
who came in everything from hay- 
ricks to tandem bikes. He offered a 
feverish performance of Shostako- 
vitch’s Fifth Symphony. 

For musicians, the grizzled veteran 
of a dozen Petrillo battles, used a 


student ensemble of 94 boys and 
girls, all studying at the Music Cen- 
ter under first desk men of the non- 
union Boston Symphony. A month’s 
work with them, three hours a day, 
six days a week, had turned the 
trick, and the results brought an 
ovation. Concert also included 
Haydn’s G major Symphony (No. 88) 
and Beethoven’s Third Leonore Over- 
ture, 

Until concert time, nobody had 
any idea what to expect in the way 
of customers. Koussevitzky himself 
is angel for the project, and his in- 
timates were quaking, especially in 
the face of the government dictum 
that no buses could be available to 
haul the cash customers from the 
nearest railroad two miles away. 
Local summer biz was fair, though, 
and enough trade was believed in the 
vicinity to cover the running ex- 
penses at $140 a head. 

Actually, very few walked the mile 
and a half stretch from Lenox village 
to Tanglewood. A couple of buses 
unofficially shuttled back and forth 
and taxis were on hand. A regular 
bus line runs from Pittsfield to 
Lenox, and this also hauled a num- 
ber who had trained in from Bos- 
ton and New York. 

Four concerts remain in the series, 
two each on the weekends of Aug. 
8 and Aug. 15, with a Russian Bene- 
fit taking place Friday night, Aug. 14, 
when Koussevitzky and his student 
orchestra will give the American 
concert premiere of the Shostako- 
vitch Seventh Symphony. Toscanini 
scooped Koussevitzky some weeks 
back with a radio premiere. 

In addition, the Berkshire 
Center is offering two performances 
of Nicolai’s rare opera, ‘Merry Wives 
of Windsor’ on Aug. 7 and Aug. 13, 
and chamber music concerts by stu- 
dents will be given on Aug. 9 and 13. 
The board of trusf®es of the B.S.O. 
and the Berkshire Symphonic Fes- 
tival lent the maestro the Tangle- 
wood estate and the Music Shed for 
these events. They have nothing to 
do with the Symphonic Festival so- 
called, which was officially called off 
On request of Governor Saltonstall 
and others some months back. 


CLYDE KEUTZER TO 
BALDWIN-WALLACE 


Berea, O., Aug. 4. 

Clyde Keutzer, tenor concert vo- 
calist and voice teacher, has been 
named head of the voice department 
of the Baldwin-Wallace Conserva- 
tory of Music, succeeding Allan 
Schirmer, resigned. 

Keutzer formerly held a similar 
_ at the University of North Caro- 
ina. 
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The Metropolitan Opera Assn., in a 
letter sent to subscribers throughout 
the nation has revealed that the 
company suffered a deficit of $214. 
374 last season (1941-42). The com. 
pany actually spent only $18,045 
more than it took in, with the figures 
being $1,956,827 taken in and $1,974,. 
872 spent, but real estate taxes and 


mortgage interest made up the 
balance of the loss. 
This was the first time in Met 


history, since 1883, that figures of 
this sort were released to the public 
and Cornelius N. Bliss, Met board 
chairman, also disclosed that of the 
$1,110,593 received in the public 
drive for funds in 1940, some $305,934 
still remains. Of the balance, $500,. 
000 was spent for the purchase of 
the house and warehouse properties, 
$129,557 for interior improvements, 
$94,358 for new productions during 
the past season, $52,914 as the cost of 
the campaign and $27,928 for legal 
fees. A cash reserve of $417,437 was 
left at the end of last season (May 
31, 1942), but it is estimated $125,000 
will be spent by the start of next 
season. The largest income items 
were $1,103,617 from the boxoffice 
for the 125 N. Y. performances, 
$542,167 from 46 out of town per- 
formances and $136,750 from the 
radio broadcasts. 

The outgoing money was spent as 
follows: Salaries of performing art- 
ists, $1,129,003 with singers and con- 
ductors receiving $532,917, the or- 
chestra, $341,201, the chorus, $191,613 
and the ballet $63,270. Executives of 
the company received $109,866 and 
stage hands, electricians and property 
men were given $220,847. The 
scenery and costumes for new per- 
formances cost $65,823. 

With an assessed valuation of 
$4,600,000 the Met hau to pay $144,820 
in taxes to the city. Seat sales were 
11% below last year. This is at- 
tributed to air raid scares, the at- 
tack on Pearl Harbor, the entry of 
the U. S. into the war, and the tire 
and gas shortage which cut out of 
town customers. 

The Metropolitan estimates that it 
has a listening radio audience of 
some 10,000,000 to 12,000,000 people 
for its Saturday afternoon radio 
broadcasts and a plea is made by the 
management for suppor? at the lower 
admission prices, from $7 to $5 top. 


Success of Pop Concerts 
Cues Cleveland Try For 
‘Super’ Season in Winter 


Cleveland, Aug. 4. 

The five-week season of Pop Con- 
certs by the Cleveland Symphony 
Orchestra played to over 80,000 lis- 
teners, encouraging backers to un- 
dertake a ‘super’ series during the 
next winter season at popular prices. 

Two soloists, Fritz Kreisler, vio- 
linist, and Marian Anderson, con- 
tralto, have been booked for Sunday 
engagements. Prices will range from 
55 cents to $1.65. During past sea- 
son orchestra had only one such 
concert. 

Success of summer concert is one 
reason the orchestra’s maintenance 
fund drive last April was for $70,000 
instead of previous year’s $80,000. 
The cut resulted partially from fact 
that Musical Arts Association, which 
underwrites both series, did not have 
to figure « a summer deficit. 

Pops had only one sold-out house, 
the appearance of Vivien, Evelyn and 
Maxine, ‘Hour of ‘Charm’ girls. 
Sponsors pointed out that when well- 
known stars come with Summer Or- 
chestra the popularly priced seats, 
30 and 55 cents, sell and spell the 
difference between profit and _ loss. 
Other good houses included nights 
when Larry Adler, Sylvia Zaremba, 
11-year-old violin prodigy, Braggiotti 
and Shay, duo pianists ,and Margaret 
Speaks, soprano, were attractions. 

In planning next summer’s series, 
sponsors intimated they might have 
to scurry around for well-known tal- 
ent and let down some of the ‘long- 
haired’ bugaboos that might inter- 
fere with a good boxoffice. Only 
detriment of bringing top notchers 
may be in fees asked. 

Talk of extending concerts two 
more weeks thrown out the window 
because of inability to get name ar- 
tists. Hot weather and not air-cooled 
public auditorium also, handicap. 
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Legal Odds Favor AFM. 


+ 





Though the Justice Department moye 
A. F. M. ban against platters temporarily relieved their minds, various 
Federal authorities still are worried about a permanent solution to 
the exasperating problem presented by James C. Petrillo. There’s not 
a great deal of confidence that the Justice Department can counter 
the Petrillo edict in the long run. 
aren't overly optimistic about the chances of winning if the AFM puts 
up serious opposition in the court and. takes advantage of every pos- 
sibility to litigate the question of the tooters’ rights to say who they 


will or won’t work for. 


The attitude taken by the United States Supreme Court in the past 
two years, resulting in a chain of defeats for Assistant Attorney Gen- 
eral Thurman Arnold in repeated attempts to apply the anti-trust laws 
to labor unions, is the reason why officials are keeping their fingers 
erossed. On several occasions, the highest umpires have thrown the 
head trust-buster for a terrific loss, while Congress has refused to stir 
up the laborites by carrying out Arnold suggestions for amendments 
to the anti-trust statutes which would enable him to put curbs on 


organized labor. 


The most discouraging precedent—which has a particular similarity 
to the issues involved in the AFM attempt to boycott transcriptions 
and juke boxes—was a stunning set-back for Arnold’s drive to crush 
the carpenters when they raised jurisdictional questions and tied up 
In deciding that tiff, the Supreme Court made 
the most of the opportunity to tell Arnold to lay off the unions. 

Another weakness in Arnold's case is the highest tribunal’s ruling 
that the recording companies cannot restrict the use of their product 
once it has been peddied to a retailer. 
the copyright infringement suit brought by RCA looks like a for- 
midable obstacle for the Justice Depariment aitiorneys. 
disc-cutters cannot promise Petrillo and his boys that none of the 
platters will wind up in juke boxes or on radio station turntables, 
there is a question whether the Justice Department can successfully 
maintain that the AFM is undertaking to restrain trade illegally. 


construction projects. 


Washington, Aug. 4. 
in Chicago to nullify the 


Frankly, even D. of J. lawyers 


The principle established in 


Since the 








SHELLAC SOCK 
COMES ON TOP 
OF A.F.M. 


Washington, Aug. 4. 
Expected total ban on use of shel- 
lac for numerous civilian purposes 
was imposed Friday (31), putting 
further obstacles in the way of 
phonograph record and radio tran- 
scription manufacture. Except for 


certain products essential to the war 
or civilian welfare, shellac now is 
under rigid allocation and _ the 
amount available for discs will be 
cut to a driblet. 

There is a possibility mo shellac 
will be released to platter makers, 
though a definite policy still has not 
been framed. Supplies for records 
are bound to be reduced drastically, 
though officials informally indicated 
they do not expect at this stage to 
shut off the flow entirely. During re- 
cent months, only 30% of the amount 
used in 1941 has been available for 
recordings. 


Arguments that the American re- 
serve of shellac has been built up 
substantially since the curtailment 
was ordered during the spring do not 








justify any hopes of early reversal | 
of the limitation order, while admit- 


ting it is true the stock-pile is 


mounting under restricted consump- | 


tion, officials point out the shipping 
situation is worse than it was during 


the spring and the war outlook pro- 


vides no basis for thinking there wil 


be any increase in imports—chiefly | 


from India—as far as can be seen 
ahead. 

In releasing shellac for civilian 
yse, Federal authorities will follow a 
selectivity procedure. Platters for 
Tadio programs most directly related 
to war efforts probably will get the 
largest amount of shellac, with those 


for pure entertainment being sliced 
Severely. 





Organist Milton Slosser 
Is in Good Standing 


Memphis, Aug. 4. 
It was the Malco theatre not its 
Organist, Milton Slosser, who got the 
‘unfair’ listing from the local mu- 
Sicilians union recently. Slosser is 
Still in good standing in the AFM. 
Local quarreled with M. A. Light- 
man, house operator, over theatre's 
midnight ‘spook’ performance which 
did not employ an orchestra. 








Five Barnet Musiciens 
Unhurt in Taxi Crash 


Five musicians with Charley Bar- 
net’s orchestra came out of a taxi 
smash last Wednesday (29) evening 
without a scratch and continued on 
to complete a one-night date with 
the band at Hershey, Pa. Men were 
being transported by one of three 
cabs which picked up the band at 
Harrisburg, Pa. Car hit a truck. 

Barnet’s band had left New York 
by rail, alighting at Harrisburg, 
where the cabs picked them up for 
the short run to Hershey. 





Frank Sinatra Alone 





Frank Sinatra, vocalist with Tommy 
Dorsey’s orchestra, has signed a 
management contract with General 
Amusement Corp. He is leaving 
Dorsey Sept. 3 to go into radio, 
theatre work, etc., as a soloist. He 
is to be replaced by Dick Haymes, 
who has already left Benny Good- 
man. 

Another vocalist change last week 
put Ray Eberle, who recently 
parted with Glenn Miller, with Gene 
Krupa’s band in place of Johnny 


‘|}such a heavy mail as that which 





Desmond. 
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TOO SIMILAR IN 
GENERAL THEME 


Washington Doubts That 
Deluge of Letters Is Im- 
pressive—Capitol Thinks 
Influence of Small Stations 
Responsible for Similarity 
of Communications — Ac- 
tion Up to Department of 
Justice or FCC 


HOPE FOR PEACE 





Washington, Aug. 4. 
Not since the 40-hour week agi- 
tation have Congress and govern- 
ment departments been deluged with 


descended upon the Capitol con- 
demning the Petrillo ban on 
transcriptions-records. Universal con- 
demnation of the musicians’ chief 
and similarity of complaints in- 
dicated that the communications 
were inspired by small radio sta- 
tions perturbed at the threat of 
losing discs. With only a handful of 
senators and representatives on hand 
to keep the legislative mill grind- 
ing prospect of any action on Capitol 
Hill is remote. Any pressure to re- 
lieve situation must come from the 
Department of Justice and FCC. 


Serious question whether the 
mountain of mail deposited at the 
Capitol on controversial issues 
serves any good purpose. Senators 
and representatives now claim they 
can detect the propaganda missives 
and rate it accordingly. 

Musicians difficulty with certain 
stations was reflected here this week 
when Mutual Broadcasting System 
was ordered to stop picking up Ca- 
sino Royal orchestra for network 
circulation. Ban also extended to 
Carl Ravazza’s band playing at Del 
Rio. Both were picked up by local 
WOL Mutual station. 

There is still talk in labor circles 
of the Petrillo battle being com- 
promised. Now stated that when 
Neville Miller, of the National As- 
sociation of Broadcasters bows out 
of the picture, peace terms could be 
discussed. 

Musicians head has been advised 
by labor leaders here to have it out 
with ‘Brass Hats’ of the War De- 
partment. These A. F. of L. ad- 





visors claim that Petrillo’s men have 


Harry A. Tucker Files Allegations 
With Department of Justice; 
Claims Denial of Livelihood 





THREE ENLIST TOGETHER 


Folus, Rubinwitch, Nimms Leave 


Woody Herman Band 





Three men from Woody Herman's 
orchestra enlisted together in the 
Coast Guard at Los Angeles last 
weekend. They are Mickey Folus, 
tenor sax; Sammy Rubinwitch, alto, 
and Walter Nimms, trombone. Three 
will leave the band in about 10 days. 
Herman is at the Palladium Ball- 
room, Hollywood. 

No replacements have been decid- 
ed. It’s probable that Dave Matthews, 
arranger, will take Folus’ place until 
another man is secured. 


MILT DEUTSCH WITH 
JOE GLASER OFFICE 


Milt Deutsch, last connected with 
the Frederick Bros. band and talent 
agency, starts work with Joe Gla- 
ser’s management and booking office 
this week (7). He is to be road 
manager for a while for Teddy 
Powell’s orchestra, which Glaser 
took over last week, then will go 
into booking. 

Deutsch formerly bought bands 
for Donahue’s, suburban spot at 
Mountainside, N. J., beginning work 
on the other side of the fence when 
he became road manager of Johnny 
McGee. 











been branded as unpatriotic by 
Army officers who persistently vio- 
late the National Defense Act of 
1916 and then do finger pointing. 
Research department of A. F. of L. 
is prepared to show by actual sta- 
tistics that musicians have given 
more to service entertainment than 
any other organized branch of the 
amusement industry, and always 
gratuitously. 

Radio leaders are paying strict 
attention to what radio commenta- 
tors have to say about disc contro- 
versy. Fulton Lewis of Mutual 
broadcast uttered what card mem- 
bers claim was not warranted by 
the facts. Local 161 took up the 
matter with the commentator and he 
promised a correction. 
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|} at the AFM head, 





Minneapolis, Aug. 4. 
Charging that arbitrary action by 
J. C. Petrillo, AFM president, has 
deprived him of his means of liveli- 


hood and asking for an investigation 
of Petrillo’s alleged ‘ezardom’ and 
for ‘appropriate action,’ Harry A. 
Tucker, former orchestra contractor 
and conductor, has forwarded a 
deposition from here to the Depart- 
ment of Jusice, Washington. 


Tucker says he’s down and out 
and unable to obtain employment, 
and blames Petrillo’s allegedly ‘high- 
handed, arbitrary and unjustified ac- 
tion’ in expelling him from AFM be- 
cause he refused to break a contract 
with the Ponce de Leon hotel, St. 
Augustine, Fla., last January and 
walk out with his band, as the AFM 
president had ordered him to do. 

Concerning this incident the de- 
position states: 

‘The Ponce de Leon hotel at St. 
Augustine, where I was working «s 
leader opened Jan. 5. My musiciar.¢ 
and I arrived in Florida, the contra’ : 
was accepted by the Jacksonville 

(Continued on page 51) 





COL. RECORDS 


BELLIGERENT 
ON AFM. 


Columbia Records is holding it- 
self ready at all times to record 
musicians who might want to disre- 
gard James C. Petrillo’s order to 
American Federation of Musicians 
members. This statement, in effect, 
was made by a Columbia official 
when questioned about a sentence 
in the blast Columbia’s president, 
Edward Wallerstein, let loose at 
Petrillo Friday (31) for ordering his 
musicians not to play for recordings 
or transcriptions. 

Wallerstein said in his lengthy rap 
‘We shall continue 





|to manufacture records as best. we 


can but the withdrawal of AFM 
musicians will make it hard for the 
record companies to furnish the 


| public with the recorded perform- 


/ances it has learned to expect.’ 


The 


| words ‘continue to manufacture’ can 


| facturing 


be taken to mean the actual manu- 
and not recording, but 


questioning the interpretation 


| brought the above answer. 


| was concerned with 
facts of 











| from these uses (coin machine 
| radio); we are not permitted by law 
{to control the uses of records after 
| they are sold; 


true. 








Wallerstein’s blast at Petrillo was 
surprising. It was the ‘first move 
of any kind that any of the disc 
makers have made in their own be- 


half. Victor, Decca, etc., have all 
sat back and accepted the edict with- 
out argument. 

In his statement, most of which 


going over the 
the situation, Wallerstein 
bluntly rapped the AFM head, 
ing: ‘We receive no fees or royalties 
and 


say- 


the courts have so 
ruled, and Petrillo knows this is 
If the prevention of such uses 
is Petrillo’s aim he has taken a 
| means to accomplish it which is un- 
| reasonable, unfair and lawless.’ 





HAROLD SMITH’S DEBUT 
Oakland, Cal., Aug. 4. 
On Aug. 10 a Navy Relief Show at 
| Sweet’s Ballroom here will mark the 
' first public appearance in uniform of 
| Harold Smith, 19-year-old trombon- 
list, who finished a role in a Ritz Bros. 
| picture to join the Coast Guard as @ 
bandsman. 
| He has been a member of Sonny 
Dunham’s orchestra for the last two 
years 
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Hubbard Settles for $24,000 Annually 





Station KSTP Signs Two-Year Pact With A. F. of M. 
—Strike Averted 





Minneapolis, Aug. 4. 

KSTP has signed a two-year pact 
with the A. F. L. musicians’ union, 
ending by compromise a prolonged 
labor dispute which caused J. C. Pe- 
trillo, AFM president, to order Off 
the air two remote control sustain- 
ing music programs and resulted in 
NBC retaliatory action. The com- 
promise agreement averted a threat- 
ened strike here with possible na- 
tional repercussions, 

The new contract with St. Paul 
local 30 is retroactive to March 15 
and provides for .. 10% pay increase 
and dismissal notices of at least four 
weeks. The station agreed to em- 
ployment of a 10-piece studio or- 
chestra on a 52-week a year basis 
in place of the 12 pieces demanded 
by the union. Previously, there has 
been no requirement of continuous 
employment. 

Omitted from the contract is the 
union’s proposal for ‘freezing’ em- 
ployment in the studio orchestra by 
requiring that any musician em- 
ployed by KSTP for a four-week 
‘probation period’ should be guaran- 
teed a job for a year, dismissal being 
possible only for a good and valid 
reason, the latter determined by the 
union. 
tionable to Stanley E. Hubbard, 
KSTP president. 

However, whereas the station pre- 
viously was required to give only 
two weeks notice of dismissal, it now, 
under the new terms, will give four. 
The amount expended by the sta- 
tion for staff musicians will be in 
excess of $24,000 annually. 


VALLEY DALES 
NON-NAME 
POLICY 


Valley Dale, Columbus, O., subur- 
ban dance spot is to remain open 
under a location policy. In the past 
several weeks since Frank Dailey, 
owner of Meadowbrook, Cedar 
Grove, N. J., severed his connection 
with it, there was some indecision 
as to whether it would continue. 
Lou Peppe, its operator prior to 
Dailey’s fling with name bands, has 
moved back in and has bought two 
Frederick Bros. orchestras, Jack 
Crawford opening Aug. 14 for two 








weeks, and Leonard Keller follow- 
ing. , 
Dailey parted with Valley Dale 


at the beginning of last month, when 
Carl Hoff’s outfit closed. 





Dailey to California 
Frank Dailey, owner of Meadow- 
brook, Cedar Grove, N. J., ‘leaves 
for California Friday with his wife 
on a combination vacation and busi- 
ness trip. 
He’ll be west several weeks. 


This was especially objec- |. 











‘’'m going to move to 


The Outskirts of Town’’ 


AND 


ray ® + | 
Basie Blues’’ 
Columbia Record No. 36601 


COUNT BASIE 


And His Orchestra 





Per. Mgt.: MILTON EBBINS 
Dir. William Morris Agency 


Hubbard’s New Blast 


Minneapolis, Aug. 4. 

Citing the fact that the presi- 
dent of the St. Paul AFM union 
is an accountant in a large manu- 
facturing plant by day and drum- 
mer in an orchestra at night and 
that the business agent of the 
Minneapolis union is also a city 
fireman, Stanley E. Hubbard, 
president of radio station KSTP, 
is trying to pour more heat on 
J. C. Petrollo, AFM president. 
Hubbard scoffs at the Petrillo 
claim of many unemployed mu- 
sicians—the reason assigned for 
the transcription and Interlochen 
bans, 

‘It shouldn’t have taken us al- 
most five years to get down to 
cases and ascertain that Petrillo’s 
story of unemployed musicians 
is bunk,’ Hubbard asserts in a 
statement to the press. 


BAND DATES OFF 
IN REMOTE 
CAMPS 


Lack of transportation during the 
month of July cut the number of 
Army camp dates by name orches- 
tras approximately 50%. There were 
approximately 70 camp bookings 
fulfilled in the eastern part of the 
country during the month of June 
and about 35 in July. Since busses 
have been eliminated for band travel 
the number of bands working out- 
of-the-way one-nighters, from which 
they could jump into out-of-the-way 
camps, has been lessened consider- 
ably. 

USO-Camp Shows, Inc., has been 
talking recently of taking one or 
two bands at a time and lumping 
a string of promised one-nighters to- 
gether and sending them on a one or 
two-week straight tour of training 
centers, with transportation pro- 
vided by the Army. 


MUSICAL TRIBUTE TO 
O'KEEFE IN H’WOOD 


Hollywood, Aug. 4. 

Eulogies for musical director 
James O’Keefe were played but not 
spoken in one of the most impressive 
services ever conducted in Holly- 
wood. Entirely musical, the cere- 
mony was held on a sound stage at 
the 20th-Fox studio, where O’Keefe 
had been chief of the music depart- 
ment for the past 10 years. The 
ritual coincided with his burial in 
New Jersey, following his death in 
Colorado Springs. 

Studio orchestra of. 45 pieces and 
a chorus of 16 voices were con- 


























i ducted by Alfred Newman in a pro- 
| gram consisting largely of O’Keefe’s 
| favorite musical works. It included 
‘The Star Spangled Banner,’ ‘Ave 
| Maria,’ ‘The Blue Bird Suite,’ ‘Mid- 
| way, ‘Sixpence,’ ‘Summer Time,’ 
| “Till We Meet Again,’ ‘Nearer My 
|God To Thee,’ and ‘Rosita,’ his own 
| composition. Solos were sung by 
| Nan Wynn and Robert Bradford. 








Ceremony was attended by 500 of 
O’Keefe’s friends in the film and 
musical professions. 

Enzo Restivo’s six-piece band 
Started engagement at Ka-See’s 
Club, Toledo, this week. 
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HOTEL ASTOR, NEW YORK, SEPT. 12 


RED 


EVANS JOINS COLLEGE 


Job te 





Circus Bandmaster 
Canned Music Scab 


Lost 





Merle Evans, leader of the band 
which played for performances of 
the Ringling Bros. circus, has ac- 
cepted a post at Hardin-Simmons 
College, Abilene, Tex., and probably 
will not return even if the circus 
and the American Federation of 
Musicians iron out their difficulties. 
He is to be a music instructor and 
leader of the college band. 

Evans and his musicians lost their 
jobs with Ringling a few months 
ago when the AFM called them out 
on strike as a means of securing 
a pay increase the AFM had de- 
creed. Instead, the circus manage- 
ment installed a phonograph and 
is using recordings as background 
music for the show. 


State Says George Olsen 
Responsible for Rent On 
Army-Occupied Spot 








Detroit, Aug. 4. 
Although George Olsen gave as one 
of his reasons for shuttering his State 
Fair Casino here that it was impos- 
sible for him to determine who was 
his landlord, the state of Michigan 
charges that he failed to pay any- 
body for his tenancy. Gov. Murray 
Van Wagoner claims that since the 
Army is on the property it should be 
responsible for the $750 Olsen owes; 
the Army says it still hasn’t a signed 
lease, hence cannot be responsible. 
Olsen operated the State Fair Ca- 
sino here last season and had an op- 
tion to reopen it this summer. How- 
ever, when he signified his intention 
to resume this year the Army fad 
already moved in. That didn’t stop 
Olsen. He opened with Carl Hoff’s 
band, stuck to it a week, folded the 
thing and took to the road with a 
new orchestra of his own. 
He allegedly departed without pay- 
ing the $750 rental and additional 
assessments the state auditor-general, 
Vernon J. Brown, claims he owes for 
damages for materials Olsen is said 
to have used without authorization 
during his short stay. Then began 
the fireworks as to who is respon- 
sible. 


FRANKIE CARLE NOW 
PARTNER OF HEIDT 


Indianapolis, Aug. 4. 

Frankie Carle, pianist with Horace 
Heidt’s orchestra, has been given an 
interest in that band under a new 
contract worked out by the two. 
Carle becomes co-owner of the outfit 
for the next three years, and is to 
get billing which will read ‘Horace 
Heidt with Frankie Carle and the 








Musical Knights.’ Heidt will con- 
tinue to lead. 
It’s understood the arrangement 


was made after Carle turned down 
offers to assume leadership of Eddy 
Duchin’s band when the latter en- 
tered the Navy recently. Duchin, 
according to reports, offered Carle a 
salary and a percentage of his band’s 
profits. It has since broken up be- 
cause of an inability to corral a suit- 
able leader. 

Carle is also a songwriter. He au- 
thored ‘Sunrise Serenade,’ the smash 
hit of a few years ago, among others. 








Raymond Scott Continues Quest for 
CBS Band Talent 





Raymond Scott and CBS in New| 


a time the past couple weeks round- 
ing up men to staff the new band 
Scott will lead when he resumes as 
a musical conductor on CBS Aug. 16. 
Of all the men that were supposed to 
be definitely set to join the ex-band- 
leader only two seem to be sure: 
first is Mel Powell, pianist with 
Benny Goodman; other is_ bassist 
Billy Taylor, now at NBC. 

Cootie Williams, who had allegedly 
okayed a proposition to join Scott, 
changed his mind and will continue 
to lead his own band. Cosy Cole, 
drummer with Cab Calloway, has 
okayed the deal he was offered, but 
is reluctant to join until some time 
in September. Benny Carter is defi- 
nitely out. He plays alto sax. 

Scott and CBS are now dickering 
with Barney Bigard, Duke Ellington 
clarinetist, 





Bob Houston, vocalist with Johnny 
Long at Hotel New Yorker, N. Y., 











into the Army. No replacement, yet. 





FILLING CHAIRS NOT EASY| 


| 


j 


York have been having themselves | 





NBC, CBS, Blue, Mutual Plugs 





Following tabulation of popular music performances embraces all four 


networks—NBC, CBS, Blue and Mutuai—as represented by 
WABC and WOR, N. Y. Compilation herewith covers 
Monday through Sunday (July 27-Aug. 2) from 5 p.m. t 


WEAF, W4Jz, 
week beginning 
01 am., and is 


based on data provided by Accurate Reporting Service regular source for 


musi¢e publishing industry. 





TITLE ’ PUBLISHER 
**Left My Heart at Canteen........... coce EMP cee cccee pewes — 
Be Careful My Heart—t‘Holiday Inn’......Berlin ................ 38 
Jingle Jangle Jingle...... cosbease sie ey errr 33 
BEBMO. ccvccncepevoccvecsecets covescces Spd SEMRTL Agi tebeeissis si... 25 
OTS Wels vee seteeseas secs seteecadece OER R RCS iia 24 
Wears Pair Silver Wings..... beter te eee os SE eee 23 
ie. TOUR s oo cick co iS Fond eapRovecosuee | eRe aaa ae 29 
Here You Are—t'My Gal Sal’.............. SIN D3 ison vis veces: .. : 19 
Just Though You Here ........00.0-ccseees R53 cs8 osivecnc..... 19 
Sleepy Lagoon.......... Pesivaeuatebsode tes ESS EESSSSSSoaEeEee: 
One Dozen. Roses....... SebeTisssevececstee SINE aaa 18 
*Strictly Instrumental...... yretye vor een eS BSR 17 
This Worth Fighting For..... SiS 4 648s dae 5 SEES ae 17 
WN Was os ds va sanagciets Laikilei kines < DE NPbe 27S SaEpmamEEtE ~ 
*Who Wouldn’t Love You.............. Su cSihdeke oP 6 oe v's dns xe 15 
Always in Heart—t‘Always in Heart’.......Remick ................,., ‘ 13 
Do You Miss Sweetheart................. Ne ee 13 
Got Gal Kalamazoo—t‘Orchestra Wives’... BVC ..................... <i 
Wonder When Baby’s Coming ............ Re ee 13 
PO Is occ cceiedewaebebscivcce sashes: DONE re Week e's 6% 6 ows ov hens ll 
Oe PE ee iy DS ae re pe eee 1l 
Singing Sands AlAmosa .............0.e00: SS Bin 6d eis 0sk0% ecvcc ll 
*When Lights Go on Again.............00. Eee 11 
At Last—+‘Orchestra Wives’ ............0.- MCERUR WE bE E6ds bev cases ck 10 
By Light Silvery MOom, .........sseccscsees re 10 
Conchita Lopez—t‘Priorities on Parade’.... Famous ................., . 10 
Dearly Beloved +‘You Were Never Lovelier’Chappell ................., 10 
Johnny Doughboy «.........cccccccees er ae 10 
ee PEN, wees 6a Fh bw acidic Rae he os tions Fisher PONT SRS Hoes id b0-¥ 9 
Put Put Put ........ St Ss Oe eter EE SEESS Pier oee 9 
Three Little Sisters.............cceeeceeees an wl ere 9 
tS ke Pe terres Seer ee op nay Re eee 8 
Dent Git Anpte Bree. 2. i. ciccecs cece cents eae ee g 
I Came Here Talk for Joe. ......... 0.00008. MO as vncccsensss scents 8 
weet eee GR BEG 6k Se oe et TAS Sar ee 8 
Se |” RR er er ee BONE Sere inecivessicces 8 
New York Nocturne..... eee erry OWNS ooo ese cee ces cees 8 
SUNN Te aio dT pac s Soc aakihe Marks ..................00 8 
AS Mead a: Baths sts cceves 64 2ieins sais MUS... 0... 0 sees cece seuss 7 
*Little Bo Peep Lost Jeep...........0.0000- SES rere 7 
Midsummer Matinee...............0.0% ee Ee 7 
Somebody's Thinking You Tonight.....,.... Southern ...............00 7 
“oa CW ee BOG ered ececseseseeeceease 7 
Weenie WS 552 ARC NS, tee ghic cess Southern ................4 6 
Got Moon Pocket—t‘My Favorite Spy’:.... Mayfair .................4 6 
I'm Old Fashioned—?‘You Never Lovelier’,. Chappell .................. 6 
eee Se EL, “Gg a: 14 oo 50% bs bok bea week Mutual ..................4. 6 
ee SN I 501 Sd mn we cee ek Mutual .............. i. 6 
oR Oe ee TN A eee po dr atte eeeeeeens 6 
AH the Things You Are ............6..0055 aoe 5 
Everything I Got—t‘By Jupiter’ ........... Mappell ..........,...004, 5 
I Remember You—+‘Fleet’s In’ ............ Paramount ........... 5 
Isabella Kissed Fella .......cssesesseccees ABCr .. see eee eee ceeee ees 5 
Keep Smiling, Laughing ..... EES a cin oe BEE Seb bncobadedscsicss ce 5 
EAent Candia: Int: Ghee). sci seckdeveccesccs MN aie OE a kere organo ck 5 
BEG AOE PE riba tos cvet ced ivdacoabece URES An aer ree rere 5 
Mary’s Name—?‘Yankee Doodle Dandy’.... Vogel ................. 5 
My Gal Sal—t'My Gal Sal’... ccccsseccceses pe IS yl 5 
SUN THM: oo koa uh Cala e Siete e o's 020 0s ao a's 0a NO Ue CM alah spe oa 5 
NS UU, & ¢ coh 2 O56 66 99.06.05.5.08's09.04088 PRE Geena ooo vevcnee 5 
*Take the A Train ...... tee EE, She CUR Na ae aehs Gecese 5 
TROTTING ——T FUGOe ER Bo bea Co bv) 00 bec we DE Se idi denen ss bees 5 

* Indicates BMI licensing; others are via ASCAP. + Filmusical. 


t Legitimate. 


** ‘This Is the Army’ publishing subsid, licensed freely to all users. 





‘HEART ATTACK KILLS 


LUIG. ROMANELL! 


Toronto, Aug. 4. 

Orchestra leader Luigi Romanelli, 
56, died of a heart attack on July 
29, at the Manoir Richelieu, swank 
resort hotel on the lower St. Law- 
rence, where his band has had sum- 
mer engagements since the hostelry 
was built by Canada Steamship 
Lines a decade ago. For 20 years, 
Romanelli had also lead his orches- 
tra at the King Edward hotel, To- 
ronto, and where his headquarters 
were as general music director for 
the Canadian units of the United 
Hotels chain. He was also a pioneer 
here in the silent film days when 
at the Regent and Tivoli theatres he 
was the first leader in Toronto, and 
possibly Canada, to create descrip- 
tive musical backgrounds and pre- 
sent these with a full pit orchestra 
in evening clothes. 

Luigi was the senior brother of a 
trio. The surviving brothers, Don 
and Leo, will carry on the main 
Romanelli orchestra. At 12, Luigi 
was playing the violin on the streets 
of Toronto while George White of 
‘Scandals’ fame danced. The two 
divided the pennies tossed by spec- 
tators. He was educated in Toronto 
public schools during which he 
maintained serious studies of the 
violin. He continued these studies 
in London, England, and in Brussels, 
returning to Canada in 1906. 


Valdes’ Decca Disks 


Miguelito Valdes, Latin-American 
singer formerly with Xavier Cugat’s 
orchestra, is recording at Decca 
prior to leaving for Hollywood, 

Valdes’ album will include ‘Rica 
Pulpa,’ ‘Nague,’ ‘Bim Bam _ Boom,’ 
‘Sensamaya,’ ‘Oye Negra,’ ‘Carambu,’ 
‘Zarabanda’ and ‘Drume Negrita.’ 











LOMBARDO RESUMES 


May Hit Deep South For First 
Time in Years 
Guy Lomtardo’s band goes back to 
work next week, after a six week 
layoff during which Lombardo stuck 
to his boat. Outfit reconvenes Aug. 
12 and begins working one-nighters 
in the East. 
There’s a possibility it may work 
into the deep South, a territorv it 
hasn’t played for years. 
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SONNY 
KENDIS 


and his orchestra 


Fefe’s Monte Carlo 
New York 
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major draw. 


. week Edwards accounted for biz 950 covers over Friday-Saturday, only 
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Bands at Hotel B.0O.’s 





(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, is the estimated cover 
charge business being done by name bands in various New York hotels. 
Dinner business (7-10 p.m.) not rated, Figures after name of hotel give 
room capacity and cover charge Larger amount designates weekend and 
holiday price.) 


. Covers Total 
Weeks Past Covers 


Bund Hote! Played Week On Date 
Alvino Rey ....Astor (1,000; 75c-$1)........ceeeeeee 5 4,230 19,430 
Ray Heatherton . Biltmore (300; $1-$1.50)..... csscecer 14 475 8,175 
Xavier Cugat* ...Waldorf (550; $1-$1.50)..... scccccee 5S 2,825 13,275 
Johnny Long ....New Yorker (400; 75c-$1.50)......., 12 1,850 25,300 
Lani McIntire ...Lexington (300, 75c-$1.50).....:.... 25 1,460 37,200 


Glen Gray .:.... Pennsylvania (500; 75c-$1.50)....... 3 2,125 6,450 
Jerry Wald ..... Lincoln (225; 75e-$1):.:.:..... whete 2° 575 11,400 





* Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show, although the band is the 


Los Angeles 


Freddy Martin (Ambassador; { uJ: $1-$1.50). 
the class trade. Won’t miss 5,000 covers by far. 

Joe Reichman (Biltmore; 1,200; 50c-$1).. Giving this downtown spot the 
jolt it needed and maintaining pace of around 4,500 payees on the week. 
Climbing to within 10% of Phil Harris’ figures and that’s solid with boni- 
face Joe Faber, 


Comfortably grooved for 


Chicago 


Tommy Tucker (Empire Room, Palmer House; 600; $3-$3.50 min.). 
Tucker drawing excellently, having carved out a good spot for himself 
in the affections of the midwest. Came through last week with fine 3,400 
customers. 

Jimmy Joy (Walnut Room, Bismarck hotel; 300; $1-$2 min.). Jimmy Joy 
has done a fine job in this spot; last week held to good 2,100 patrons. 

Duke Ellington (Panther Room, Hotel Sherman; 800; $1.25-$2.50 min.). 
One more week for Ellington who is doing well. Last week got bang-up 
4,300 patrons, 

Charlie Murray (Mayfair Room, Blackstone hotel; 350: $2.50 min. Sat.). 
Joan Merriil now fioor show attraction, and biz okay with 1,600 customers. 


Boston 


Nat Brandwynne (Ritz Roof, Ritz-Carlton hotel; 350; $1 cover). Brand- 
wynne is being held over for an additional month since business continued 
excellent on his fifth week, with 2,100 covers plus big dinner trade. 

Jack Edwards (Terrace Room, Hotel Statler; 450; $1 cover). In seventh 


late nights. Dinner traffic fine throughout week. 

Ray Morton (Oval Room, Cop!ey-Plaza; 300; $1 cover). Jane Pickens 
with Morton were responsible for 1,200 covers, fine on their third week, | 
with dinner sessions packed. 


|midst of one of the best of its 44 


Glenn Miller Rumor 


Reports circulated in the trade 
yesterday (Tuesday) that Glenn 
Miller’s orchestra was about to 
part with its Chesterfield com- 
mercial after close to three years 
association. 

Don Langen, account executive 
with Newell-Emmett agency, and 
Miller’s manager, Don Haynes, 
‘knew nothing about it.’ 


Bus-Owning Bands Able 
To Continue While Tires 
Do; Much Envious Talk 


There is small yroup of bands 
now riding around the country on 
dates in busses, because they had 
the foresight to buy their own jal- 
lopies before the recent order bar- 
ring the use of public busses for 
bands went into effect. Only trouble 
such outfits can possibly have is 
being unable to secure new rubber 
when their tires wear out. Since 
most of the outfits operate in the 
middle west gas rationing isn’t 
bothersome. Les Hite, Fletcher Hen- 
derson, Sweethearts of Rhythm, etc. 
are a few. 

There are other bands, it’s asserted 
by managers yelping with envy be- 
eause they didn’t think of it them- 
selves, which are riding the one- 
night trail in busses registered in the 
leader’s name, but owned by others. 
These cruisers were transferred so 
as to enable their use as privately 
owned cars, but mileage fees are 
still being paid true owners. 


THE SANDUSKY FERRY 
SAVES SUMMER RESORT 


Cedar Point, Ohio, Aug. 4, 


With the season half spent, this 
summer resort finds itself in the 














years of existence. Early last spring 
the management was hesitant about 





Minneapolis 

Frankie Gelson (Minnesota Terrace, Nicollet hotel; $1.50-$2 min.). Fourth 
week of Dorothy Lewis’ ice revue, ‘Symphony on Skates,’ and Gelson | 
(local) orch, brought biggest attendance to date, crowds -averaging 750 | 
nightly, a new record. Miss Lewis will remain at least two more weeks, | 
possibly four. 


Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 


(Los Angeles) 

Woody Herman (Palladium B, Hollywood, second week). Those ticket 
rolis are getting a fast spin from this lad and the week’s count will be 
somewhere around 26,000, He popped spot’s seams with close to 28,000 
last week, first, which was terrific 

Cab Calloway (Casa Manana B, Culver City, Cal. fourth week). Pull- 
ing class trade to this hoofery and geared for whopping 12,000. Should 
have little trouble hanging up a new attendance mark. 

Henry Busse (Trianon N, Southgate, Cal., fourth week). Plenty solid 
here and banging away at 8,500 stubs. 

Jan Savitt (Casino B, Hollywood, fifth week). Cashed in heavy over the 
weekend, what with Army and Navy paydays, and should catch around 
4,000 customers. Johnny Richards follows in two weeks. 


Ted Fio Rito (Florentine Gardens, N, Hollywood, fourth week). Riding 
along with Nils Granlund’s floor revue for week’s haul of better than | 


4,500 customers. 
(Chicago) 
Buddy Franklin (Chez Paree; 600: $3-$3.50 min.). Benny Fields on new 


show is reason for steady trade, end Franklin orchestra holding nicely, | 


with 4,900 customers last week. 
Art Jarrett (Blackhawk; 400: $1.25 min.). 
chestra holding all right with 2,700 patrons. 


In fourth week Jarrett or- 


Philadelphia 


Herbie Woods (Garden Terrace; Benjamin Franklin hotel; 500; $1-$1.50- 
$2 min.). Business tilting slightly for Woods’ second week with 1,117 cus- 
tomers checking in for supper. House getting heavy play from racetrack 
crowd currently at Garden State Park, across the river jin Camden, N. J. 








Grossman, Harper Garcia Smythe, 


‘ y : T« . ~ 
Cleveland United Nations Handel Wadsworth, Griddith J 


Sing Goes to Shortwave Jones, Boswell Jones, Vincent 

4 Cleveland, Aug. 4 Percy, Frank Hruby, and Graham 
: F tos | Marsh will all direct portions of 
An international ‘Victory Sing. the ‘Victory Song.’ The Ohio Mu- 


first of the kind, was broadcast na- | sic Teachers’ Association, assembled 


tionally and shortwaved by MBC] ia the outdoor theatre at suburban | 


from WHK, Aug. 2 from 3:30 to 4|Cain Park, will sing victory songs 

p.m. * |for United Nations. 
Dr. Charles D. Dawe. noted di-|C Cain, of suburban Cleveland 

rector of the Orpheus Choir; F. Kar] Heights, will be guest speaker. 


FOR STEADY REQUESTS !— 
POUND YOUR TABLE POLKA 


RECORDED BY: 
® MARY MARTIN and HORACE HEIDT—Columbia 
® LAWRENCE WELK—Decca 
® RENE MUSETTE—Victor 
® BARRY SISTERS—Standard 


@ Professional copies available. Orchestration by JACK MASON & 


COLONIAL MUSIC PUB. CO., Inc. '* Y°*t ** Henan “oS ® 


JIM DURKIN, Mor. 7616 Melrose Ave., Hollywood, Cal. 































} continuing a name-band policy in the 


| pany are pleased to know that their 


} 
| keeping open every evening until 


Mayor Frank | 


ballroom, and, in fact, was not too 
sure that the resort would even open. 
Now, officials of the operating com- 


decision was justified, and that the} 
season will be concluded to excep- 
tional grosses. 

Aided by the stimulus of nearby 
war industries, the concessions are 


| wen after midnight, with the last 
| Sandusky ferry leaving at 1:30 a.m. 
| Though few of the many railroad ex- | 


|cursions booked last spring have | 





|materialized, traffic on the daily 
|Cleveland and Detroit steamers has | 


increased substantially. Even the 
} automobile patronage is much great. | 
ler than anticipated. Hotels are well | 
| filled during mid-week, and turning | 
|} them away every weekend. 


| 


| Skinnay Ennis in over the Fourth of 
| July weekend, a new attendance rec- 
ord was set, while Frankie Masters’ 
outfit established a new high on July 
26 for a Sunday matinee. Bands are 
| being aired by NBC for one-half 
|hour every night through WTAM, 
| Cleveland. 





JAMES THE WINNAH! 


Tops Martin Biock’s Semi-Annual 
Poll of Bands at WNEW 


| eibieies 





Harry James’ orchestra for the, 


first time came through to top 
Martin Block’s semi-annual band 
poll on his Make-Believe-Ballroom 
record program on WNEW, N. Y 
| James wound up with 68,902 votes 
as against Glenn Miller’s second 
place 67,216. Tommy Dorsey finished 
third with 34,034 and Jimmy Dorsey 


| 


was next, 21,769. 


top 20 were in order: Benny Good- 


man, Woody Herman (who moved| 


| 

|up from 14th last poll), Kay Kyser 
| (ditto from 18th), Charlie Spivak, 
Second ten are: 


| 
| Sammy Kaye. 
' 


Alvino Rey, Claude Thornhill, Gene | 


| Krupa, Count Basie, Artie Shaw, 
| Charlie Barnet, Johnny 
| Freddy Martin, Guy Lombardo, Hal 
McIntyre: latter band is only one 
that didn’t show in first 20 in Biock’s 
last poll. Outfit was only in exist- 
ence about a month at that time. 





Sam Donahue orchestra cut four 
sides for Eli Oberstein’s Hit Records 
same day it opened at Glen Island 





week (29). 


| 

The ballroom, too, has kept pace | 
iby maintaining a steady increase | 
|over the past three summers. With 


fourth with 32,717. Vaughn Monroe | 


| Remaining 15 outfits which hit the | 


Long, 


Casino, New Rochelle, N. Y., last | 


Ozzie Nelson Solid 


$44,000 in Chi: 


T. Dorsey Record 416 in Philly; Kaye, 
236 in Pitt; Basie, 19446 L. A., Big 





(Estimates for This Week) 
Charlie Barnet, New York (Strand; 
2,756; 35-55-75-85-99-$1.10) — With 
‘Wings for Eagle’ (WB). Combined 
draught of the Barnet band and the 
picture spells big b.o., first week 
looking close to $50,000. Holds over. 
Count Basie, Los Angeles (Or- 


Don Bestor 
Okay at Totem 
Pole, Boston 


Don Bestor (Totem Pole B.. Au- 


burndale, Mass., July 27-Aug. 1). 
Bestor did well to lure 9,000 hoofers 
at $1.45 pair for $6,525 gross. Not as 
good as Dick Jurgens, but okay in 
face of gas rationing and rain. 

Joey Kearns (Brookline C. C.,, 
Philadelphia, Aug. 1). Kearns played 
return here too soon; heat and gas 
rationing aiso heiped io keep at- 
tendance down to mediocre 377 at 
$1.10. Kearns is local leader. 

Joe Mack (Roseland-State B., Bos- 
ton, Aug. 1). Mack, widely known 
local leader, is standard attraction 
hereabouts and 1,000 draw at 65c per 
is normal biz for him. 

Guy Ormandy-Allen Curtis (Ray- 
mor-Playmor B., Boston, Aug. 1). 
Two local crews played to 1,800 at 
75-65c for okay $1,260. 











BOB HOUSTON IN ARMY 
Springfield, Mass., Aug. 4. 


It was three times and in for Bob} 


Houston, baritone with Johnny 
Long’s orchestra. The West Deer- 
field lad, known locally as Ivan 
Minott before he left WHAI, was ac- 
cepted here Wednesday (29) by the 
Army for non-combatant service. 
An eye condition twice prevented 
him in New York from enlisting. 
It was the same condition that led 
to his being assigned to non-com- 
batant duty. After a two weeks’ 
furlough to finish up his business, 
he will report here for assignment. 


pheum; 2,200; 33-44-55-65) — With 
‘Suicide Squadron’ (Rep). Credit 
most of the socko $19,500 to the band. 
This money in current week repre- 
sents the standout biz in L. A. 

Tommy Dorsey, Philadelphia 
(Earle; 2,768; 35-46-57-68-75 )—Break- 
ing all-time records at this vaud- 
filmer with shattering $41,000, de- 
spite little help from film fare, ‘Dr. 
Broadway’ (Par). Previous high at 
Earle was chalked up by Jimmy Dor- 
sey three weeks ago with more than 
$36,000. 

Phil Harris, New York (Para- 
mount; 3,664; 35-55-85-99 )—With Zero 


|Mostei and Ann Miller on stage, ‘Pri- 


orities on Parade’ (Par) on screen 
(2d wk). Stage bill figured as sub- 
stantial support for picture; on sec- 
ond week, shortened a little by clos- 
ing of show at 2 p.m., gross hit an 
okay $34,000. The full first seven 
days went to $49,000, good. 

Herace Heidt, Indianapolis (Circle; 
2,600; 30-40-55)—And ‘Moonlight 
Serenade’ (Rep).. Extra big $25,000, 
top gross in town despite terrific heat 
wave. 


Sammy Kaye, Pittsburgh (Stanley: 
3,800; 30-44-55-66)—With ‘Kid Glove 
Killer’ (M-G). Swing and Sway 
maestro growing in popularity here 
each time around and should account 
for excellent $23,000 on current visit. 
Downpour, a veritable cloudburst in 
fact, hurt opening day and subse- 
quent heat was also costly. 

Chico Marx, Lincoln (Stuart; 1,859; 
30-44-55)—Plus ‘Night in New Or- 
leans’ (Par). Exceptional $3,600 in 
two days. 

Ozzie Nelson, Chicago (Chicago; 
4,000; 35-55-75)—With “Take a Let- 
ter, Darling’ (Par). Strong stage and 
screen combo ringing bell for solid 
$44,000. 

Paul Whiteman, Omaha (Orpheum; 
3,000; 20-40-55-65)—With ‘Cardboard 
Lover’ (M-G). At least $17,000 
smash, with meagre help from pic- 
ture. 

Lawrence Welk, Cleveland (Palace; 
3,700; 35-40-45-55-70)—With ‘Private 
Buckaroo’ (U). It’s Welk’s initial 
vaude appearance here, but both 
stage bill and film too light to gar- 





ner more than anemic $15,000. 
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Lyric by Mack Gordon 


Lyric by Harold Adamson 


Based on theme 


The Top Ballad Hit 


from Glenn Miller’s New Picture J 


AT LAST 


From the 20th Century-Fox Picture, 


Ferde Grofé’s Greatest 


DAYBREAK 


of "Mardi 
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Music by Harry Warren 
"Orchestre Wives” 


Musical Triumph / 





Music by Ferde Grofe 


Gras" from “Mississippi Suite” 
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Inside Stuff—Music 


—— ' 


London, July 24. 
| RR ois ere des Maurice 





Orchestra for the Harry Hopkins-Louise Macy wedding at the White | 
House was a wedding present. Contributed by the bride’s uncle. Meyer | 
Davis brought along harpist and collected other musicians in Washington. | 
In other words, a ‘pick-up’ band. Included violinist Michael Weiner of | 
the Broadmoor, violinist Durward Bowersox of Trans-Lux, bassist Bob | 
Staszny, of the Plymouth, ‘cellist Alden Finckel and accordionist Wally | 
Taylor. Maestro tried to get the wedding music in the modern tempo | 
but selections were confined to the ‘Love You Truly,’ ‘Perfect Day’ and | 
‘Tea For Two’ of familiar favorites. All musicians had to furnish FBI 
their background before they got their green light to cross White House | 
portals. 

E. C. Mills’ advent into the Songwriters Protective Assn. as general 
manager will continue to be the subject of much speculation until ‘his 
purpose in SPA clarifies itself. Right now, while under a $35,000 (one 
year’s salary) payoff from ASCAP, which he departs next year, Mills is 
constrained not to engage in ‘any inimical activity’ to ASCAP. At SPA 
he’s drawing a very nominal fee, to be upped when he cuts his ASCAP 
ties completely. What the songwriters may aspire to, in the way of per- 
forming rights, heretofore exclusively an ASCAP function, is the natural 
subject of conjecture, in view of Mills’ tieup at SPA. 








Jack Robbins, who played a long shot in Latin-American music against | 
the judgment of other music men, is collecting dividends on more than 
150 different recordings made on his South American tunes during the | 
last year. Robbins is not only finding the wax works a substantial source | 
of revenue to compensate for his investment, but synchronization rights | 
on such songs as ‘Bim Bam Boom’ (featured by Kavier Cugat in the | 
forthcoming Columbia picture, “You Were Never Lovlier); ‘ Want My | 
Mama’ (featured in ‘Down Argentine Way’), et al., are totalling up to | 
sizeable items on the ledger. 





Harold Adamson has done the lyrics to two tone poems, Ferde Grofe’s 
‘Mardi Gras’ (renamed ‘Daybreak’ as a pop song) and for Louis Alter’s 
*Manhattan Serenade’ (pop version unchanged in title). Feist and Robbins 
publish respectively, both firms being affiliated. By coincidence Jimmy 
Dorsey, Tommy Dorsey and Harry James have all recorded both tunes, 
which will be backed up on one disk. 


On the Upbeat 


Frank Gagen at El Dorado Room ; strike, now playing at a resort dance 
of the Commodore Perry Hotel, | spot in Sheboygan, Mich. Pete Nakos, 
Toledo. Returns to the Book Cadil-|of the orchestra, stayed in Toledo to 
lac Hotel, Detroit, on Sept. 4. work at a defense job. 











Eddie Koch, Pittsburgh musician, 
has left for Quincy, IL, to join Lang 
Thompson band as tenor saxman and 
arranger, 


Tony Di Pardo currently at the 
Centennial Terrace, near Toledo, O., 
filling an engagement left vacant 
when Bill Munday joined the Army. 








Ted Ross held over indefinitely 
after a two-week engagement at 
Craig Beach, near Youngstown, O. 


Art Farrar band into West View 
Park, Pittsburgh, tonight (5) for a 
run, 








Joseph Sudy at the Mansion, near 
Youngstown, coming from the 
Bronze Room in Hotel Cleveland. 


Freddy Nagel orch slated to follow 
Everett Hoagland at Bill Green’s, 
Pittsburgh, next week. 








Merritt Wetzler, band manager for 
Ray McKinley, inducted into the 
Army. 


Joe Catizone, trumpet man with 
Max Adkins’ house crew at Stanley 
theatre, Pittsburgh, went into the 
army over week-end. 





Joe Vera and his Men of Music 
booked into Hotel Book Cadillac, 
Detroit, for indefinite engagement 
beginning Sept. 8. Until then they re- 
main at Hotel Roosevelt’s Fiesta 
Room, Pittsburgh, where they've 
been for last five months. 





Don Bestor lost Joe Kloda, sax, to 
Army. 





Ralph Barlow now at the Mansion, 
near Youngstown, Oo. 








Chico Marx brings his band into 
Orpheum theatre, Los Angeles, 
Aug. 19. 


Cecil Ogle, forced to close an en- 
gagement in the Rainbow Room at 
the Willard Hotel, Toledo, when the 
bartenders and waiters went on 








Terry Allen, vocalist, shifts from 
Claude Thornhill to Hal McIntyre 
Aug. 25. McIntyre also adding a 
femme quartet, the Little Sisters. 








Dorothy Reid, formerly vocalist 
with Bob Allen and Muggsy Spanier, 
joined Vido Musso in place of Kay 
Little. 





Eddie Vinson, alto sax, shifts from 
Cootie Williams’ band to Andy Kirk, 
increasing Kirk’s saxes to five. 





Lionel Hampton’s four-week stay 
at Casa Manana, Culver City, Cal. 
has been advanced. Now opens 
Aug. 20. 




















Ray McKinley’s band follows 
|Count Basie into the Trianon, Los 
| Angeles, opening Sept. 30 for six 
weeks. 








‘The Song Of The Hour’ 


| NEED AMERICA | 
(America Needs Me) 





Teddy Wilson’s orchestra signed to 
play in ‘Something to Shout About’ 
at Columbia. 





x* k * 
All Material Available ee Tucker band comes back 
to New York Sept. 26 to locate again 
@ BAND at Essex House. Closes current 


@ DANCE ORCH. 
@ VOCAL—3 KEYS 


AMERICAN MUSIC, Inc. 

9153 Sunset Blvd. | Stan Kenton band signed for two 

| Hollywood, Calif. | weeks at Strand theatre, New York, 
opening Oct. 9. 


“STRICTLY INSTRUMENTAL” 


RECORDED BY 
HARRY JAMES (COL.) BOB CHESTER (BLUEBIRD) 
JERRY WALD (DECCA) 


CHERIO MUSIC PUBLISHERS, INC. 





Palmer House, Chicago, job just be- 
fore. 























— 





British Best Sellers 


(Week Ending July 24) 





‘Miss You’...Campbeli, Connelly 
‘Anniversary Waltz’....Chappell 
‘Warsaw Concerto’.Keith, Prowse 
~ eo ccccces OUtnern 


‘Blues in Night’........ Chappell 
GE TOO. ocbidess cheba Sun 
ya SC ere Cinephone 
‘My Dreamboat’........ Chappell 
‘I Remember You’...... Victoria 
‘One More Kiss’......... Maurice 
a a ee Sun 


Wisconsin ASCAP Issue 
Drawn on Federal Ys. 
State Over Copyright 














10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 





of more than one band or vocalist 


and respective publishers.) 





Milwaukee, Aug. 4. 

Filing today in Federal court of 
final briefs in an American Society | 
of Composers & Publishers action | 
against a group of six dance hall and | 
tavern operators precedes a decision | 
promised within 30 days that will 
determine the future of ASCAP in 
Wisconsin. After being dragged out 
for more than a year before Judge 
F. Ryan Duffy, this jurist suddenly 
disqualified himself by saying he 
had been accused of prejudice 
against ASCAP and the decision on 
the briefs just filed will be rendered 
by Judge Lewis B. Schwellenbach, 
of Spokane, Wash. Litigation 
started as alleged copyright infringe- 
ment actions now revoives around 
the constitutionality of Wisconsin 
Statute No. 177. 
In the brief filed by Fred R. 
Wright, legal rep for the Wisconsin 
Tavern Keepers’ association, it is 
asserted that ASCAP, not having 
complied with the state laws, had 
no right to do business in Wisconsin 





any action brought by it should be 
thrown out of court. But in the 
brief filed today by Robert A. Hess, 
attorney for ASCAP, it is contended 
that ASCAP is entirely within its 
rights,, and that its actions were 
brought under the Federal copyright 
law, taking precedence over any 
local or state legislation, and holding 
furthermore that Statute 177 is so 
obviously unconstitutional that there 
was no occasion for ASCAP to 
operate under its provisions. 

Plaintiffs in the group case at bar 
are Leo Feist, Inc., Shapiro, Bern- 
stein & Co., Inc., Irving Berlin, Inc., 
Miller Music, Inc., and M. Witmark 
& Sons. 

Judge Schwellenbach has prom- 
ised a decision by mid-September. 
and his ruling on the constitutional- 
ity of the Wisconsin law will have 
far reaching effect on many other 
actions held in abeyance pending the 
outcome of the present cases. 


AMER. MUSICOLOGICAL 
SOCIETY FILES PAPERS 


Albany, N. Y., Aug. 4. 
American Musicological Society, 
Inc., has been chartered as a non- 
profit membership corporation. 
Gilbert & Gilbert, New York City, 
were filing attorneys. 











Eddie Wittstein Batons 
New Haven’s Concerts 


The city of New Haven is under- 
writing a series of five Sunday after- 
noon concerts of semi-classical and 
pop tunes in Light:ouse Point Park. 
The 50-piece orch will cost the city 
about $1,500. 

Edward Wittstein is conducting. 


G. W. Hill Orders Reprise 


Two-thirds of this Saturday’s (8) 
Lucky Strike Hit Parade will be de- 
-voted to a repeat of the Victory The- 
atre (Lux) program the personnel 
of the Parade did a week ago Mon- 
day (27). Victory Theatre presents 
weekly War Bond-selling guest per- 
formances by other outstanding pro- 
grams. George Washington Hill, 
American Tobacco head and sponsor 
of Hit Parade, liked the performance 
by Barry Wood, Mark Warnow band, 
Martin Block, etc., so much that he 
ordered the show repeated in the Hit 
Parade time. 

Since the substitution will consume 
30 minutes of the Hit Parade’s nor- 
mal 45-minute period the playing of 
seven of the country’s top 10 songs 
will be eliminated. e 











and hence no right to sue, therefore | yary’s Grand Old Name (Vogel) 


(Records below are grabbing most nickels this week in jukebores 
throughout the country, as reported by operators to ‘Variety’ 


Names 
after the title indicates, in order of 


popularity, whose recordings are being played. Figures and names in 
parenthesis indicate the number of weeks each song has been in the listings 


1, Jingle, Jangle (12) (Paramount)........ og Fit ee 
2. Who Wouldn't Love Yop (7) (Maestro). thr Sab BA Ny Columbia 
& Beit Mieke a) WGhigire)............ {Glenn Miller......... Victor 
4. Idaho (3) (Mills).......... {Avino Res oe ‘Blue 

pth be ase att \ Benny Goodman.......Okeh 
5. All I Need Is You (3) (Miller)........ . aoe tenes eee 
6. Sleepy Lagoon (15) (Chappell)......... | Semey eel we . ee 
7. One Dozen Roses (12) (Famous)....... nrg siete PAF Sar 
8. Brother Bill (3) (Rytvoc).......... are ae 
9. Johnny Doughboy (12) (Crawford)..... | Dennis — ewegae beoaes 
10. Wears Silver Wings (1) (Shapiro)...... Fane * omc weve Sohauhie 


OTHER FAVORITES 


(These records are directly below 


ee er ee 


Wonder When My Baby (Crawford) 


My Devotion (Santly)................ 


Strip Polka (Mercer)................ 


Knock Me a Kiss (Leeds)............ 


By Light of Silvery Moon (Remick).. 
I Met Her On Monday (ABC)...... 
Be Careful My Heart (Berlin)...... 
Gal In Kalamazoo (BVC)............ 


Just Though You Were Here (Yankee). 


first 10 in popularity. Tunes with 


| number of weeks in parenthesis are fading, others gaining.) 


Bem _ Sees Decca 
re * | Benny Goodman. ..Columbia 
{Jimmy Dorsey........ Decca 

*seee* ) Sammy Kaye......... Victor 
{Jimmy Dorsey........ Decca 

OS 982? 2 GOOD e065 0 Bluebird 
§ Tommy Dorsey....... Victor 

*** ) Russ Morgan......... Decca 
ere ye Johnny Mercer......Capitol 
{Lou Jordan........... Decca 

—e (Gene Krupa.......Columbia 
FB Ree Decca 

eae {Sammy Kaye.........Victor 
ixtheawe Ray Noble........Columbia 
{Guy Lombardo....... Decca 

‘aaa ae ) Freddy Martin.......Victor 
jane Bing Crosby..........Decca 
{Glenn Miller......... Victor 

dehy l Jimmy Dorsey........Decca 





ANOTHER EDITORIAL 





Blasts Petrillo As Czar Above Laws 
Of United States 





Pittsburgh, Aug. 4. 
Under heading of ‘Heartening 
Move Against Petrillo,’ Sun-Tele- 
graph, Hearst sheet here, blasted 
the AFM president all over the edi- 
torial page last Thursday (30), ask- 
ing ‘are men of the Petrillo type 
more powerful than the laws of the 
United States?’. and then answering: 
‘If they are, it would seem to be a 
waste of effort to apply the ‘four 
freedoms’ abroad when a Petrillo 

can kick them around at home.’ 


Sun-Tele editorial was based on 
encouraging action, of Attorney 
General Biddle and FCC in their 
injunction suit and _ investigation, 
respectively, against ‘dictatorial tac- 
tics’ of Petrillo in preventing High 
School orchestra at  I::‘erlochen 
from broadcasting over NBC and 
ordering discontinuance of musical 
transcriptions for radio and other 
none-private uses. 


‘In spite of the fact,’ the editorial 
continued, ‘that the New Deal ‘Su- 
pine’ Court has decided that the 
outrageous acts of some gangster- 
minded union leaders come within 
‘normal union activities’ and in spite 
of the fact that Congress is too sub-4 
servient to act on remedial lesgis- 
lation, this injunction and investiga- 
tion show that not all of our of- 
ficials in Washington are prepared 
to lie down flat under a Petrillo 
boot.’ 


Joe Santly’s New Job 


Joe Santly took over professional 
manager post with ABC Music, Irv- 
ing Berlin, Inc., subsid, Monday (3). 
He previously was with Loeb-Liss- 
auer music firm. 2 

Santly begins work immediately 
on two new ABC tunes, ‘A Boy In 
Khaki, A Girl In Lace’ and ‘I Met 
Her On Monday.’ 











WB SETS UP SPECIAL. 
NICK KENNY MUSIC CO. 


New music firm devoted exclu- 
sively to the publishing of tunes un- 
der the name of Nick Kenny, New 
York Daily Mirror columnist, has 
been added to the Warner Bros. 
music combine. Firm is titled Atlas 
Music and one of the men now in 
either of the Remick, Witmark or 
Harms outfits which Warner Bros. 
operate, will be moved in to super- 
vise it. 

First tune in the firm’s catalog 
will be ‘Just a Letter From Home.’ 


Cowboys Call It Quits 


Memphis, Aug. 4. 

The Swift Jewel Cowboys, mount- 
ed hoss-ballad band, are headed for 
their last roundup—victims of the 
war. Through daily broadcasts un- 
der Swift & Co., sponsorship and 
via numerous personal appearances 
at theatres, fairs and picnics, the 
outfit has established a following in 
this area. 

However, tire rationing has made 
transportation difficult for them and 
their horses, so when three of the 
boys were notified of forthcoming 
induction into the Army, it was de- 
cided to disband the act for the 
duration. 




















It’s Cute—It’s Different 
It’s Terrific 


BYE LO BABY BUNTIN’ 
(Daddy’s Goin’ Huntin’) 


CINDY WALKER 
DECCA 6038 


American Music, Ine. 


9153 Sunset Blvd. 
HOLLYWOOD, CALIF. 

















| WALKING 
THE FLOOR 


With Bob 





Dave Mann, pianist-arranger, left | 
Charlie Spivak. Replaced by Lionel | 














' Prouting. 


OVER YOU 





Ernest Tubb (Decca 5958) Dick Robertson 


(Decca 4189) Bob Atcher (Okeh 6496) 
AMERICAN MUSIC, Inc. _*'53, Sunset avd. 


Bing Crosby 
Crosby’s Bob Cats (Decca 18371) 
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Inside Stuff—Orchestras 


Dick Himber, the Essex House (N.Y.) maestro, is a congenital ribber, 
and music man Norman Foley, suspected of being a ‘wolf,’ was a natural 
target for getting songplugger Foley out of bed at 8:30 am. When Himber 
told the music man he ‘had a 9:30 a.m. date with the most beautiful blonde 
in the world,’ Foley became incredulous, especially since the maestro 
was working until three in the morning, and the idea of getting up ‘in 


the middle of the night to keep a 9:30 a.m. date with a terrific mouse’ 
only caused Foley to conclude, ‘Well, she must be only out of this world.’ 
Himber agreed, and if Foley was skeptical, he’d prove it. They met a 
few hours later, Himber took a cab to a drugstore at 52d and Madison, 
told Foley to wait, and he’d bring out the blonde and introduce her. She 
was two-year-old daughter of Andy Young, Himber’s first sax, who does a 





‘WINS radio chore in daytimes, and Himber frequently takes charge of 


the child for breakfast, lunch, etc. 





Ben Marden will close his Riviera, Jersey cliffside roadhouse perched 
on the Palisades, should dimout restrictions become stiffer. But, as it is 
now, he has it expertly dimmed, in full compliance with Army defense 
regulations. When he offered to fold the spot if there were any ques- 
tion, Marden was given assurance that his present lighting is 100% 

Pancho and Chavez's orchestras, with marathon music, plus the unusual 
cuisine which always distinguished the Riviera, meantime are seemingly 
more than enough to assure a strong draw. Nat Harris is now the maitre 
d’, with Sam Salvin recuperating at his Maine lodge following a tough 
siege of illness, There’s no other floor show due to the eclipse on the 
lighting effects. 





Richard Himber has been extended at the Essex House, N. Y., until 
Sept. 29, and thence back to the Edgéwater Beach hotel, Chicago, follow- 
ing some previous theatre commitments, 

Himber’s idea of utilizing only seven men for dinner dansants, and then 
swelling the orchestra to 20 men, for supper sessions, is panning out 
as good business for the hostelry. For dinner the customers prefer 
suaver music, but it’s strictly for the hoof after theatre. Himber culls 
his enlarged band from the local crack recording, transcription and radio 
musicians who are available for such doubling after theatre, 


~ ‘Tucker’ $ Plaint 


Continued from page 47 

















local of the Federation, and transfers 
were issued and paid for allowing 
the orchestra to open its engage- 
ment. Ten days after the engage- 
ment opened I received a long dis- 
tance telephone call from the New 
York Federation office demanding 
that I withdraw from the engage- 
ment with my men. 

‘I got in touch with the Jackson- 
ville jocal and talked with the sec- 
retary. He said he would come down 
immediately to St. Augustine, which 
he did. When he arrived he said 
he had been instructed by Petrillo 
that the former leader of the hotel 
orchestra had filed a complaint that 
he had been engaged for the job 
prior to 1942. 

‘Yet this man who claimed to have 
been engaged held no contract of 
any sort—union or otherwise—and 
our orders to quit were on his bare 
word or without substantiation that 
he had been engaged, which the 
hotel flatly denied. In other words, 
the union ordered my men and my- 
self out of this hotel as well as three 
other hotels for no reason as far as 
the hotels were concerned, which 
would have left the hotels without 
any orchestras. | 

Wouldn’t Walk Out 

‘It so happened we were ordered 
to leave the job Saturday morning. 
Saturday evening the hotel had a 
large ball scheduled for the officers ‘ 
of Camp Blanding. Attending as 
honored guest at this ball was the 
Governor of Florida, his staff and 
all army officers. As both the army 
officers and the hotel company were 
innocent parties, I refused to walk 
off the job. Instead, we played the 
ball, as scheduled, and continued on 
the engagement. 

‘Two weeks later a delegate from 
the Jacksonville local returned offer- 
ing me and my men one last chance, 
which again was refused. At the 
time I asked the delegate if he would 
reimburse the men for any financial 
losses and inconveniences if they did 
leave the engagement, and if he 
would pay their transportation back 
to New York, inasmuch as, of course, 
the hotel would not pay such trans- 
portation if the men left. I was told 
by secretary Wiggins of the Jackson- 
ville local that he would assume no 
responsibility whatever. 

‘Many of my men, lived in apart- | 
ments outside the hotel, for which 
they had signed leases and paid for 
in advance. The men stuck with me 
and we finished the engagement only 
to find at the close that I was ex- 
pelled because I was honorable 
enough to fulfill to the limit a union 
contract entered into in good faith 
between the hotels, my orchestra 
and myself and approved and ac- 
cepted by the international union. 

‘I later discovered that another 
man wanted the job. This man’s 4 
name was Meyer Davis of New York ff 
and Florida who was a competitor of 
Mine and who, it so happened, was; 
fortunate enough to be a relative of | 
Mr. Clewsman, Petrillo’s right hand! 
man who represents Petrillo in New 
York when the latter is out of town 





PAUL WHITEMAN 
You have at least two or 
three important songs in 
the score. While I don’t 


that might be the biggest 
hits, I do feel that Love 
Is A SonG, Let’s SING 
A Lrrr_e SPRING SONG, 
and TWITTERPATED. . . 


big order for top sellers. 








SAMMY KAYE 
want to pick the songs Though I like all the 
- music from “Bambi” ,my 
rsonal preference is and I like the others 
or LOVE IS A SONG. 
In it I feel that Morey 
and Churchill have 
should break through in caught the tenderness | jy 4 fJm,.”’— 
and charm of the picture. 


“Free copies for the profession 


15 Best Sheet Music Sellers 


(Week of Aug. 1) 





Jingle Jangle......... Paramount 
Johnny Doughboy.....Crawford 
Sleepy Lagoon....... .. Chappell 
Wears Silver Wings..... Shapiro 
One Dozen Roses........ Famous 
Who Wouldn’t Love....Maestro 
Left Heart Canteen....... Army 
Always in Heart........ Remick 
Worth Fighting For...... Harms 
Jersey Bounce............Lewis 
Careful, Heart... ccceseis. Berlin 
Army Air Corps......C. Fischer 
ee: Miller 


Just Though You Here. .Yankee 
Three Little Sisters....... Santly 


Journal Lambasts A.F.M. 
Editorially But Station 
WITMJ Grants Pay Boost 


Milwaukee, Aug. 4. 

After weeks of negotiation and 
with the opening of Radio City set 
officially for public dedication on 
Aug. 23, musicians employed by 
WTMJ and W55M got the biggest 
wage hike in the history of local sta- 
tions, an increase of approximately 
35%, the weekly scale going up from 
$42 to $56.10 per man. Also, the 
number of musicians on the payroll 
is raised from 14 to 15. 

Musicians were in a hostile mood 
when the radio execs tried to inject 
a clause into the new contract per- 














AFM. Demands More Proof NCAC 
Is Actually Independent of NBC 





mitting visiting bandsmen to appear 
on programs at will (those playing at 
the Riverside theatre are banned by 
union rule from doing so), and nego- 
tiations bogged down. 


Then the Milwaukee Journal, 
owner of WTMJ and W55M, opened 
up a new series of attacks—news, 
editorial and cartoon—on James C. 
Petrillo, chief of the American Fed- 
eration of Musicians, which riled the 
musicians still further and made the 
outlook ominous for the approaching 
opening of Radio City. 

Vollmer Dahlstrand, head of the 
local union, wouldn’t back down on 
demands made of the radio stations, 
and Walter Damm, director of radio 
for the newspaper, anxious to have 
| the widely heralded dedication of the 
| stations’ new $500,000 plant marred 
by an eleventh-hour upset, finally 
capitulated, granting practically all 
the union demands. 








Dick Farrell, drummer with Bobby 
Byrne, is to replace Nick Fatool on 
drums with Alvino Rey. In addition 
Rey is taking Shorty Sherock and 
Dick Cathcart, latter from Ray 
McKinley, on trumpet replacing Jack 
Palmer and Justin Gordon. Jerry 
Sanfino, Rey, sax, has entered Coast 
Guard. 














DINAH SHORE 
think LOVE IS A 
NG is a “natural,” 


too. Wish you success. 






IS SCHEDULED FOR EARLY RELEASE 


The Music Is Available Now 


TEDDY POWELL 











LANNY ROSS 





National Concert & Artists Corp., 
former NBC Artists Bureau now 
under Dan Tuthill and no longer 
connected with NBC, still has not 
secured a license to book orchestras 
from the American Federation of 
Musicians. An application was made 
weeks ago which the AFM rejected 
on the grounds that there wasn’t 
sufficient proof that the outfit had 
been severed from NBC. A second 
application was then made. 

AFM’s rejection of NCAC’s first 
request for a license to book bands 
conformed with its ruling which 
forced the current Consolidated Ra- 
dio Artists away from NBC four or 
five years ago. Jack Kearny, former 
personal manager of Jan Savitt and 
other bands, is heading NCAC’s pop 
talent booking department. 


Chicago ‘Unfair’ List 
Chicago, Aug. 4. 


The following booking agents are 
now listed by Local No. 10, Chicago 
Federation of Musicians, as unfair: 

Frank Minneci, doing business as 
Frank’s Theatrical Agency, Harry J, 
Fitzimmons, Louis Cohen, Block and 
Hyman, and Jack Ganas, Wood The- 
atre building. 














FREDDY MARTIN 
{ just went over the 
songs from Walt Dis- 
ney’s picture “Bambi” 


: am deli sae to 1 have just looked over and would like to con- 
ms? the a ar ag OOF OVE IS ASONG from gratulate you on the en; 
; ONG the new Walt Disne 


thro 
Batted CS adg 








“Never before has music meant so much 


. Ward Marsh, Clevelan 









may be obtained from 


picture, “Bambi.” I thi 
it is a big song; motes TWITTERPATED as 
over, it is one that a my favorites, but I think 
inger will like to sing 

through the years. 


tire score. I have select 
LOVE IS A SONG and 


e other songs will also 
well received. 


Love Is A Song « Twitterpated « Little April Shower 
Let’s Sing A Gay Little Spring Song * Thumper Song 


m@elolotdoli mm eriiom lale 


580 Fifth Avenue « New York City 
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52 VAUDEVILLE _ 
Priorities’ In Switch to Chicago 
End of Aug.; Biz Okay 156 in N. Y. 


After 23 weeks on Broadway, Clif- 
ford C. Fischer will take his ‘Priori- 
ties’ to the Erlanger, Chicago, end of 
August, with virtually the same cast. 
Business has picked up to around 
$15,000 weekly gross, after dipping to 
$12,000, which spells a loss, and 
should it maintain 15G or better, the 
Chi commitment may be deferred a 
bit. ‘Priorities, now at the 46th 
Street theatre, stars Lou Holtz, Willie 
Howard and Phil Baker. 

Fischer states that the only cuts in 
his company occurred when the prin- 
cipals found early-week matinee bus- 
iness bad and preferred cutting their 
16-shows-a-week down to 11 per- 
formances, in exchange for taking a 
commensurate slash in payroll. There 
has been no other cut since. 


WOODS BLDG., CHil, SOLD 
TO CHURCH FOR 6006 


Chicago, Aug. 4. 

Woods Building, which houses most 
of Chicago’s theatrical and song- 
writing firms, has been sold by the 
Marshall Field Estate and the Essan- 
ess Theatres Corp., which have a 
leasehold, to the Francisean Fathers 
for $600,000. 

Chapel will be established in the 
Woods theatre as soon as possible. 
Gothic architecture of theatre, which 
has 1,100 seating capacity, is espe- 
cially suited for this purpose. Of- 
fices of the 10-story building wiil be 
used for a missionary and mon- 
astery. 

Everything must be vacated by 
April 1, 1943. 














Hartmans to Chi 


The Hartmans are slated for the 
Palmer House, Chicago, Sept. 16, 
when Griff Williams’ band also goes 
in. 

Latter marks a return there, suc- 
ceeding Tommy Tucker, incumbent. 


BLACKOUTS’ UP 
TO 12446 IN LA. 


Los Angeles, Aug. 4. 
‘Blackouts of 1942’ is gaining mo- 
mentum at the boxoffice, sixth week 
increased take close to 





showing 
$12,500. 

Sam (‘Schlepperman’) Hearn, who 
replaced co-producer Billy Gilbert in 
the vaude revue last week, dropped 
out to hit the road for vaude tour. 
Desi Arnaz was also brought in, and 
is partially responsible for upping the 
gross. Both house and show man- 
agement figure ‘Blackouts’ will stick 


around at least another three months 
at present pace. 





‘Show Time’ 20G, Frisco 
San Francisco, Aug 4 

‘Show Time’ was still going strong 
last week, its third in town. 

Playing at the Curran theatre, at 
$2.75 top, vaude revue was good for 
$20,000, with several more big weeks 
in prospect 





GERARD MAPS REVIVAL 


" OF FOLLIES’ BURLESQUE 





Barney Gerard has decided, taking 
his cue from the click of Mike Todd's 
‘Star and Garter,’ that the femme 
customers will spend $3.30 and $4.40 


‘for glorified burlesque, which they'd 
| shrink from at 40c. 


Accordingly, his | 
revived ‘Follies of the Day,’ planned | 
for New York the coming season, 
will be scaled at $3.30, Gerard hav- 


ing abandoned the $1.65 top which 
obtained when he was on the Co- 
lumbia wheel. 

The i8th edition of his ‘Follies’ 
closed the Columbia theatre on 
Broadway in 1935 and his 19th 
edition (and his last) closed at the 
Palace, Baltimore. Incidentally, 
Gerard's burlesque shows played the 
Balto Palace since 1913, when he 
opened the house. 

While his last ‘Follies’ cost $35,- 
000 to open, then considered a fancy 
production nut for a burley, Gerard 
did 14 shows a week; not the eight 
now in vogue under Equity rules. 
Bozo Snyder, Elsa May and Harry 
Seymour were ‘his featured players 
and Snyder may do a comeback in 
the 1942. venture. 





ROSE POSTPONES PREEM 

Reopening of Billy Rose’s Dia- 
mond Horseshoe, N. Y. nitery, was 
postponed until Friday (7) by un- 
foreseen kinks in the new three 
level stage being prepared for the 
new show ‘Mrs. Astor’s Pet Horse.’ 

Splash advertisements had broken 
before the skedded opening and 
went to waste with the postpone- 
ment. 





Beb Crosby band signed for pic- 
ture, still unnamed, at Paramount 
when it finishes current Metro job 
in ‘Presenting Lily Mars.’ 
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DWARD SHERMAN 


AGENCY 


OVED AUG. 1st 


TO NEW QUARTERS 


Suite 1604 


PARAMOUNT BLDG. 
ISOl Broadway. New York 


Phone: WISCONSIN 7-7674-5-6 


tha 


LAWRENCE J. GOLDE 


General Booking Manager 


Hollywood Address: 


CALIFORNIA BANK BUILDING 
Beverly Hills. California 


Night Club Reviews 





CASA MANANA 


(CULVER CITY, CAL.) 


Culwer City Cal., July 31. 
Cab Calloway Orch (16) with 
Anise & Aland, Honi Coles, Paul, 
Binkey & Eddie, Cavaliers Quartet: 
admission, 90c Saturday, 55c other 
nights. 








It takes no master mind to under- 
stand why Cab Caloway is still ‘his 
highness’ with the leg-shakers of the 
land, of high degree or low estate. 
One look at the sea of smiling faces, 
bodies swaying and bobbing to his 


savage rhythms, is enough to clamp 


tight the old convincer, expert tes- 
timony to his musical greatness over 
a span of 13 years, from the day 
‘Minnie the Moocher’ catapulted him 
into blue-chip society. If further 
procf is needed that the ol’ hi-di- 
ho’er is aging, like rare vintage 
wine, a roll of the eyes around the 
terraced tables at ence puts at ease 
any doubt. Long trek that it is 
for the cinema mob to this nearby 
beach hoofery, they are to be seen 
very much in evidence; all the more 
noticeable because the other bands 
rarely attract such an outpouring of 
marquee stock. ; 
The answer to how Calloway has 
stayed on top so long, and aftér all 
these years is certain to post a new 
attendance high for this spot, is 
right up there on the stand, the 
epitome of what makes for lasting 
success. A showman to the hilt, a 
fine musician and a friendly, frater- 
nizing soul. That trinity of virtues 
can’t miss and that’s why Cab will 
be around for a long, long time 
giving the young upstarts and 
Johnny-come-latelys all the compe- 
tish they care to bargain for. And 
~ smart money will be riding with 


As if to zealousty guard his hard- 
won laurels, Calloway works as 
hard and frenziedly as ever. He's 
more than a stick-waver and oc- 
casional vocalist, rarely leaving the 
stand during the dance and helping 
out where he can on the entertain- 
ment side. His disarming attitude, 
a total absence of big-shot strut 
and he has the mob in his corner 
before Cozy Cole has the skins 
warmed up. If all this sounds like 
a ‘hail to the king,’ that’s what it 
is meant to be. 

Taking the downbeat from the 
out-fronter is a slick combo, roll- 
ing in rhythm and, strangely for a 
Negro crew, not too brassy. The 
sections run to five saxes, four trum- 
pets, three trombones and four 
rhythm. Specialists are Cole on the 
drums (who can name a better 
one?) and Jonah Jones, trumpeteer 
par excellence. 

Out on the floor Calloway has 
three acts of good contrasting qual- 
ity. From a Negro outfit one natu- 
rally expects two kinds of entertain- 
ment, peculiar to the race—music 
and dancing. Cab, the band and the 
neatly blended singing of the Cava- 
lier quartet take care of one phase; 
the other is amply provided by three 
sets of performers, to wit, Anise 
and Aland, boy-and-girl dance team 
excelling in graceful acrobatics and 
ballroom bends; Honi Coles, fast tap- 
per, and the knockabout trio of 
Paul, Binkey and Eddie, whose an- 
tics kept the sitters howling. For 
a finale Calloway ran them all on 
his vocal specialty ‘Pushin’ Sand.’ 
All smartly paced and not over- 
played. 

The Callowayans have two more 
weeks to go to finish out a six- 


week stand (there goes i 
Lunceford’s record!) aa Reg 
few dance and theatre dates here- 
abouts make tracks for the East. 
They can repeat here anytime they 
like and it is hoped they won't stay 
away six years like they did before. 
Helm. 


CHEZ PAREE, CHI 


, Chicago, July 28. 
Benny Fields, Jack Cole Dancers 
Al Bernie, Chester Dolphin, Chez 
Paree Chorus, Buddy Franklin Orch. 
Chez Paree Rhumba Band with 
Lucio Garcia; $3 and $3.50 minimum. 











Current show at this Class A 
nitery contains all the elements of 
a well-rounded and diversified enter. 
tainment, including a juggler, mimic 
exotic dancer, minstrel man, rhumba 
orchestra and 16 very pretty 
chorines who dance spiritedly and 
well. The pace is fast. 

Proof that the ancient spirit of 
hoke is not dead when cleverly pre- 
sented is proven by that hardy 
perennial, Benny Fields. Completely 
in character, with swinging cane, 
top hat, and utilizing every trick 
of audience appeal, this minstrel 
man rings up a great score. 

Fields sings some new tunes, but 
for the main part he relies on the 
tried and true melodies of the past 
—vocal tributes to George M. Co- 
han, to Irving Berlin, inviting the 
diners to join in each chorus with 
him. He has a great finish in ‘Amer. 
ica Marches On,’ a patriotic melody 
posed in tableau form by the girls 
of the chorus. 

Al Bernie is a gifted mimic who 
is currently in a transitionary stage, 
trying to break away from mimicry 
into comedy singing and antics. Al- 
though he has not perfected his 
new medium, Bernie is plenty good 


(Continued on page 54) 
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Cal-Neva Lodge 
Laketahoe, Calif. 


Representative: 
FRANK VINCENT 
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Beverly Hills, Calif. 
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AGVA LOCALS 





Sunbrock Learns Philly Is City Of 
Brotherly Love “ For Cash On Line 








Philadelphia, Aug. 4. 

Larry Sunbrock’s ‘Wild West Ro- 
deo and Hollywood Thrill Show’ 
opened Saturday (1) at the Frank- 
ford Yellowjackets Stadium here be- 
fore about 2,500 spectators for an 
eight-day stand, with the initial 
show marred by an accident in- 
juring one of the show’s star per- 
formers. 

Neal Lott, ‘daredevil auto driver,’ 
was knocked unconscious and suf- 
fered a broken rib, when he failed 
to hurdle a couple of jalopies and 
a bus. Lott was also knocked out 
while attempting the same feat at 
the Polo Grounds, New York, two 
weeks ago. 

Sunbrock’s stay here hasn’t been 
without its headaches. Reading re- 
ports of his troubles in New York, 
local radio execs were primed for 
the promoter when he came to town. 
Seeking to buy time for spot an- 
nouncements, Sunbrock was _in- 
formed that it was cash on the line 
before any plug for his show went 
on the air. 

No amount of argument would 
budge the studio crowd. Finally 
Sunbrock returned with checks 
signed by the head of a local adver- 
tising agency, but the radio moguls 
held off any announcements until 
the checks cleared the bank—which 
they did. Newspapers also de- 
manded money in advance before 
any of Sunbrock’s ads were run. 

Editors of the local dailies are 
chuckling over a release sent to the 
city desks and sports departments 
by Sunbrock’'s publicity department. 
A letter accompanying the release 
read (in part): ‘ 

‘If you print the enclosed release, 
we will send you two free press 
tickets for our show, good for Tues- 
day, Wednesday or Thursday per- 
formance. And if you also print the 
attached mat (it was a picture of a 
cowboy), we will send you two ad- 
ditional tickets.’ 

Tickets are belng sold _ here 
through the Sun Ray drug chain, on 
the same basis as they were distrib- 
uted in New York through Liggett’s. 


PITT CASINO’S EARLY 
BURLESK REOPENING 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 4. 
Burlesque season will get under 
way here at midnight Sunday, Aug. 





30, when Casino reopens after three- | 


month shutdown. House, which is 
operated by George Jaffe, a Peel 
Wheel impresario locally for last 


quarter of century, jumping the gun 
earlier than usual on account of in- 


dustry activity in Pittsburgh and | 
spot} 
| 

Casino will continue to play Hirst | 
wheel traveling shows, and Howard | 


also_ because Diamond -street 
had one of the best money years in 
its history last season. 


Savitz returns as manager, 
Jaffe as assistant manager 
Frank Shenkel as press-agent. 





Miami Everglades Hotel 
Goes Over to U. S. Navy 


Miami, Aug. 4. 

One of the Miami skyline’s most 
famous landmarks, the 500 room 
Everglades hotel, has been taken 
Over by the United States Navy and 
will be transformed into quarters 
and schoolrooms for enlisted men 
undergoing training at the sub- 
chaser school. 

The Everglades becomes the first 
downtown hotel in Miami to be 
taken over by the armed services. 





Scores of hotels on Miami Beach are} 
now housing thousands of soldiers in| 


the Air Force Training Command, 
with the army already in possession 
of the world famous Miami Bilt- 
more hotel and country club in Coral 
Gables. The DuPont building in the 
center of Miami’s business district 
houses both army and navy offices. 

It is reported that the Miami Bilt- 


“vt 


AGVA’s ‘Unfair’ List 


Chicago, Aug. 4. 
American Guild of Variety Artists 
has labeled the following clubs and 
agencies as unfair: 


Billie Waldron Agency, Boston; 
Kay E. Keiser, Indianapolis; Dog 
House, Newport, Ky.; Pritz Club and 
French Village, Dayton; Springhurst 
Club, Lexington, Ky.; Dutchess Club, 
Lansing, Ill.; Albert Bouche’s Villa 
Venice, Chicago; Jimmie Hetzer, 
Huntington, W. Va.; and the George 
Hamilton Agency, Montreal. 


Chi Takes Over 
Aud as Rest Spot 
For Servicemen 











Chicago, Aug. 4. 
The city of Chicago,- through 
Mayor Edward J. Kelly, has leased 
the Auditorium theatre, hotel and 
office building as a Service Men’s 
Center for a five-year period. 


Action is designed to take pressure 
off the original Center, at 176 W. 
Washington street, which handles 
from 3,000 to 5,000 men on weekdays 
and around 15,000 on Saturday and 
Sunday. Chicago now receives over 
150,000 men within a 30-mile camp 
radius, most of whom are off on 
weekends. 


Over 25,000 men are being housed 
at the Congress and Stevens hotels 
alone. The Auditorium theatre seats 
over 4,000 and has one of the largest 
theatre lobbies Lobby will be used 
for dancing, the hotel for lodging of 
service men, while the Auditorium 
building itself will house club activi- 
ties and administration 





|. it 


| According to current figures, it 
itakes around $10,000 a week to oper- 
late the Chicago Service Men’s Cen- 
iter This is strictly a local enter- 
|prise, with no charges whatever for 
| food, soft drinks or sleeping accom- 
| modations 


| 


FBI Nabs Phoney Army 


| Officer; Cadged Drinks 


During Cafe ‘Inspection 


Detroit, Aug. 4. 


Nitery men here are breathing 


Abe|easier now that ‘Captain’ Lawrence 
and!|J. Vroom has been arrested by the 


| FBI. 
the ‘Captain’s’ device to 
drop in on niteries and bars here, 
ladvise the proprietor that he was 
| making an inspection tour for the 
|military, start jotting down notes 
land accepting plenty of gratis serv- 
ice from the uneasy proprietors. The 
State has been plenty tough here on 
the supervision of the bistros to pro- 
tect the war workers and they didn’t 
want any ill will from the Army. 
However, the FBI caught up with 
Vroom as a phoney and charged that 
he merely used his fake title for 


was 


isome high-class cadging of drinks. 


Among the things they found on him 
was a list of 40 bars and clubs, with 
‘complaints’ jotted under each and 
circled for his own amusement the 
‘clip’ he had put on at each place. 
The ‘cuffo’ tally was plenty high but 
the FBI felt that the figures should 
not be given out. Too embarrassing 
to proprietors, some of whom had 
heen taken more than once. 








— will become a permanent hos-| 
Pital, as will the Floridan and Fleet- | 


wood on Miami Beach. 


Joe E. Lewis now featured 
Monte Proser’s ‘Copacabana Revue 


, 


at Piping Rock, Saratoga Springs, | 


eo 


Lal 


in | 


END DISCORD 





HOLD (ST NAT'L 
PARLEY IN CINCY 


Initial Coolness Among 

Branch Representatives 

‘ Dissipates When 4A’s ‘At- 

titude’ Toward AGVA Is 
Explained Satisfactorily 





PROBLEMS MULLED 





Cincinnati, Aug. 4. 


The first national conference of 
American Guild of Variety Artists 
local executive secretaries and na- 
tional representatives at the Nether- 
jland-Plaza hotel here Saturday and 
Sunday (1-2) went a long way in 
cementing the relationship between 
the national AGVA setup and the 
various out-of-town branches. There 
was an initial coolness when the con- 
ference was called to order Saturday 
morning, but by that afternoon all 
reasons for antagonism were appar- 
ently dissipated and the present na- 
tional administration was given a 
vote of confidence. 


Some of the local reps were espe- 
cially suspicious of the Associated 
Actors & Artistes of America and 
that parent union’s current adminis- 
trative hand in AGVA. A clear and 
frank picture of the Four A’s position 
in AGVA was drawn for the dele- 
gates, however, and this resulted in a 
vote of confidence in the Four A’s as 
well as its chosen temporary admin- 
istrative chairman of AGVA, Walter 


N. Greaza, on loan from Equity, 
where he was assistant executive 
secretary. 


Paul Dullzell, executive secretary 
of Equity, and Paul N. Turner, coun- 
sel‘ for the Four A’s, attended the 
Cincy conference. Dullzell and Tur- 
ner were both here as Four A’s reps 
and ostensibly merely as observers, 
but when the conference was called 


to order and a vote taken on who 
would be chairman, Dullzell was 
chosen. His frank exposition of why 


the Four A’s found it necessary to 
take over the national administration 
of AGVA, due chiefly to the latter’s 
financial and. former internal 
troubles, helped greatly in soothing 
those delegates who came armed 


with specific and perhaps 


ministration, 
Getting Acquainted 

The Cincy conference was mainly 

to acquaint the national and locals 

with each other’s problems. It 

not a convention 


was 


to take final action on any matters 
and policies discussed. The procedure 
was to make and pass 
which are later to be acted upon as 
national policy. 





jform national scale for all traveling | 


variety units, instead of the current 
|haphazard system of each local set- 
iting scales for the territory within 
lits own jurisdiction. A 
lscale for night clubs, classified as A, 


| . 
|B and C, was also proposed and will } 
|be worked out via the law of aver- | 


| ° 
| ages. Each local is to send to the 
| national the scales of pay within 


itheir respective jurisdictions. These | 


lwill be matkematically reduced to 
create a national average for all 
itypes of night clubs, with the final 
figures re-submitted to the locals for 
approval before the final national 
| minimums are set. 

A special committee was set up in 
i|Cincy to study and report back to 
| the conference as a whole on a na- 
|tional scale for ice shows. 
| basis of this committee’s report, it 
'was resolved that the Class A ice 
shows (arena and deluxe theatres) 
have minimum pay requirements of 


$100 for principals, $65 for skating | 


chorines, on a basis of eight shows 
| weekly, with pro rata pay over that. 
|There’s also included a requirement 
for half-pay for rehearsals and im- 


mediate access of the performers, in 


case of injury, to a physician or 

}practical nurse. Class A film the- 

latres playing ice shows will have 
(Continued on page 54) 


embar- | 
. ° ‘ “he 
rassing questions on the national ad- 


in the direct sense | 
of the word, and thus not empowered 


resolutions, | 


Thus it was resolved to set a uni- | 


national } 


On the} 


we 


Army, Navy Clamp Down on Chi 
To Prevent Gyp on Servicemen; 
4 Cafes Shut tor Liquor Violation 





Lawson Exits Coast AGVA 


Los Angeles, Aug. 4. 

Bok Lawson, former local repre- 
sentative for American Guild of 
Variety Artists, pulled out to join 
ASCAP collection branch here. 

Meanwhile William Beckford and 
Buddy Harak continue as local reps, 
with C. J. Hyans taking care of la- 
bor relations for the AGVA group. 


Alan Corelli Named 
Prez of U.S. Army 
Ambulance Assn. 


Alan Corelli, Theatre Authority’s 
executive secretary, was named pres- 
ident Saturday (1) of the U. S. Army 
Ambulance Corps Ass‘n at the lat- 
ter’s 25th annual convention, held in 
Allentown, Pa. Organization, again 
active in this war, was formed dur- 
ing World War I, with Corelli, then 
a vaude actor, serving overseas. 

Corelli Was taken by surprise by 
the election. He was not even in 
Allentown, and _ the _ association’s 
heads had to phone him in N. Y. to 
hurry over to the Pennsylvania town 
to accept the honors. 

Corelli is head of the U. S. Army 
Ambulance Corps in N. Y., and was 
also chiefly responsible, with Mrs. 
Corelli, in founding the Father Duffy 
Canteen, which nightly tours the bar- 
racks of soldiers in the Manhattan 
area, dispensing cuffo sandwiches, 
coffee, cigarets, etc. Many prominent 
showwomen are now identified with 
the Father Duffy Canteen, including 
Gertrude Lawrence, Dorothy Kilgal- 
len, Mrs. Ben Marden, et al. 


‘USO Trouper Cleared 
Of Drunk Charge, Weds 
Army Lieut. Within Wk. 


Memphis, Aug. 4 

Celeste Eichling, a former champion 
swimmer here who has been touring 
Army camps as featured skater with 
|a USO show, was married Sunday 
(2) at Rolla, Mo., 
D. Garner, within a week after 
|had been cleared by Army officers 

















following arrest on drunkenness 
charges by iocal police at Hatties- 
burg, Miss. 

| Miss Eichling, who had been a 


| member of a skating troupe touring 
Europe successfully for two years 
| prior to the war’s outbreak, charged 


that she and another USO trouper, 
Phyllis Coit, were struck by Hat- 
tiesburg policemen who arrested 


them late at night while they were 
walking back to their trailer ‘hotel’ 
after giving a show and attending a 
dance at Camp Shelby. 

| They were held in jail four hours 
on charges of drunkenness and re- 
sisting arrest, finally released under 
'$15 bond, and the charges against 
them were nollie prossed at the re- 
quest of Army officers from Camp 
| Shelby, who cleared the girls o 
blame and declared they were 
| bruised about the face and arms as 
if they had been mistreated. Police 
| claimed the girls were drinking and 
|resisted arrest, which ‘the two 
denied. 

| Miss Eichling stopped in Memphis 
| to visit relatives and friends en 
route to Missouri to be married. Her 
| mother, Mrs. Athenai: Eichling, now 
| lives in Buffalo, N. Y. The skater 
|was in Germany when hostilities 
broke out, came back to the United 
States as a refugee aboard an Army 


| transport, 


|taking over of several 
iby 
j nearby 


to Lieut. William | 
she | 


|; now 


Chicago, Aug. 4. 

Chicago niteries, which in the past 
year have never clashed with mili- 
tary or naval officials over treatment 
of servicemen, are now feeling the 
pinch of authority as regulations are 
suddenly being tightened because of 
50,000 soldiers and sailors who jam 
the Loop amusement center each 
weekend. 


Trouble started when police closed 
four popular Class A spots and re- 
voked their licenses for serving 
drinks to minor-age sailors. Places, 
all prominent Loop niteries, were 
Rhumba Casino, Brass Rail, Holly- 
wood Show Lounge and Capitol 
Cocktail Bar. All are owned by Al 
Greenfield and Milton M. Schwartz. 


The following day authorities 
stepped in and closed doors of the 
Royale Frolics, operated by Harry 
Bosches and Eddie Franks, long- 
time cafe owners and operators. 


In regard to the Rhumba Casino, 
it is claimed by the management 
that a certain naval officer took un- 
fair advantage of his uniform to 
issue the complaint and make the 
setup for the pinch. In the case of 
the Frolics, which features 20 per- 
formers in a continuous show, sev- 
eral acts went to tables and sat with 
‘friends,’ thus ‘mixing’ being one of 
the accredited reasons for its clos- 
|ing. However, in every case the en- 
tertainers were completely and ade- 
quately clothed, aecording to Jack 
Irving, executive’ secretary of local 
AGVA, who was present when the 
rail occurred. 

Increasingly Serious 

Situation is becoming increasingly 
serious, especially since performers 
involved in the latter closing are 
standard acts with excellent records 
for material and conduct. AGVA is 
;preparing an immediate petition to 
| Mayor Edward J. Kelly, asking for a 
hearing. Chicago, a popularizer of 
the theatre cocktail bar, serving 25c 
to 40c drinks and a fast 30-minute 
show every hour on the hour, is dot- 
ted with lounges of this type. 





Establishment of two big Govern- 
ment schools on the edge of the Loop, 
major hotels 
Navy men, and 

of Navy Pier 
university training units 
here, will soon throw more than 
100,000 service men seeking 
tainment into the Loop every week- 
end 


and the 


location 


Army 


and 


several 


entere 


Chicago’s ‘Broadway’ is a small 
ection extending only two block 
State street and three on Randolph 
and then over to Clark and State. 
Desire of the Government that there 
hall be no gypping of service men 
is said to be responsible for the new 
restrictions in law enforcement, 

Winter Accord 

In a special meeting held last Jan- 
between the Morale Division, 
known the Special Service 
Division, and the cafe owners, under 
auspices of the Amusement and Rec- 
reation Division of Chicago, full une 


on 


uary 


as 


derstanding was reached regarding 
nite-spot ethics. Until these clashes, 
there were no complaints against any 
jlegitimate spot, only against gyp 
joints. 


Cafes, theatres and places of recre- 
ation also have various complaints 
|regarding ‘bad’ military policing and 
|\‘lack of proper handling’ of Army 
land Navy. men by their own authocsi- 
|ties. These also will be aired at the 
forthcoming get-together. 

Rhumba Casino, Brass Rail, Hofly- 


(Continued on page 57) 


“Martha Raye Returns 
Vaude to Albany Spot 


Albany, N. Y., Aug. 4, 
Martha Raye will headline for a 


| week at Fabian’s Palace, the first 
| stage attraction since the house 
played several name bands last 
winter. 


i Opens Thursday (6) 
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pay minimums of $85 or principals 
and $60 for ensemble skaters, while 
Class B theatres, hotels and nite- 
ries will have to pay minimums of 
$75 for principals and $50 for en- 
semble skaters. 

End ‘Celebrity’ Night 


It was also resolved at the con- | 


ference that AGVA, with the heip of 
the Four A’s, take immediate steps 
to end the ‘celebrity’ and ‘guest 
night’ practice in night clubs. 


Another resolution was aimed at | 


the enforced mixing of nitery per- 
formers with patrons. Immediate 
action is proposed to stop this, ac- 
cording to AGVA’s minimum basic 
agreement with many night clubs 
and according to Alcoholic Beverage 
Control and police laws in various 
localities. 

The conference also resolved to 
try to effect greater control over 
talent agents nationally, so far as 
the rules require their filing con- 
tracts with performers with AGVA. 
It was recommended that the Four 
A’s in N, Y. sit down with a com- 
mittee of agents with a view towards 
stabilizing agency matters. 

It was also proposed that AGVA’s 
current system of stamp-book for 
members be discarded for a less- 
cumbersome card system. Another 
proposal was for group life and hos- 
pital insurance for AGVA members, 
but this was held in abeyance when 
some of the local reps expressed 
doubt that any further expense can 
be foisted on many members at this 
time. 

The finances of AGVA were dis- 
cussed exhaustively after some of 





= —— Continued from page 53 


Amity 














‘the local reps proposed a_ sharp 
slice in the per capita tax, now 35% 
of each local’s gross income. Greaza 
argued against a cut at this time, 
| pointing out that the national admin- 
istration, even though its expenses 
are pared to the bone, is just barely 
getting by as it is while not amortiz- 
ing any of its indebtedness. Greaza 
peinted out that the gross national 
income of AGVA-is now around 
$11,000 monthly, of which AGVA is 
supposed to get 35%, or $3,850, but 
irarely ever collects in full from all 
the locals. Expense of the national 
office is now around $3,300, Greaza 
explained, which means that it 
would certainly operate at a deficit 
if the per capita tax was cut, as 
proposed, to 25%. The national ad- 


national income rises, when he, him- 
self, would suggest a slash in the per 
capita tax. 

Greaza Term Up Aug. 25 

Greaza’s initial three-month term 
as national administrative chairman 
of AGVA is up Aug. 25. It was pro- 
posed at the conference that the 
Four A’s be asked to extend Greaza’s 
appointment for an additional few 
months. Greaza was originally 
loaned to AGVA by the Four A’s for 
three months, or longer, or until 
such time as AGVA was placed on 
its feet and able to operate under its 
own steam. 

Those attending the conference, 
besides Dullzell, Turner and Greaza, 
were: 

Jonas T. 





Silverstone, national 


ministrator suggested that the mat- | 
te: be held in abeyance until the | 
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Subject : 


From: 








Washington—July 25 (Special). 


laughs . 
‘Thank You’ speech.’ 


Washington—July 25 (Special). 
‘It’s headliner is Olyn Landi 





Washington—July 25 (Special), 









Smith’s radio comedy star. He 


Washington—July 25 (Special). 


monologue from the air waves 
results.’ 


COMMENT :— 


Per. Rep., 





OLYN LANDICK 


THE HACKENSACK GOSSIP 


THE PRESS 


‘Olyn Landick can thank radio for raising his salary. When he 
clicked as the ‘Hackensack Gossip’ on the Kate Smith program 
bookers sought him out. Asking price was five times his original 
stage marker and from his reception here he’s worth it 
. . they liked him so much he was brought back for a 


recent radio comedian, who is amusingly droll.’ 
JAY CARMODY, Washington Star. 
‘Top act on the bill is Hackensack Gossip (Olyn Landick), Kate 
then dons wig, hat and bedraggled fox fur to become ‘Gossip’. 


The audience liked him so much he had to return to the mike 
and give a ‘thank you’ speech.’ 


BERNIE HARRISON, Washington Times-Herald. 


‘Olyn Landick, ‘the Hackensack Gossip’, transplants his unique 


NELSON B. BELL, Washington Post. 


Returning Sept. 
Smith Hour for Jello—C. B.S. 


New York—July 22 (Special). 


‘The lone leisurely passage that 


came out of last Sunday’s runoff 
was Olyn Landick . . . Landick, 
whose flair for giving three-di- 


mentional form to the droll do- 
mestic doings of a backyard har- 
tidan has established him as a 
standard act in radio as well as 
vaudeville, took his time, as his 
routine requires, and the laughs 
when they did come were of the 
explosively sustained type. Lan- 
dick’s forte is building character 
and not gags, and the impression 
this female impersonator leaves 
behind is the sort that sticks.’ 


ODEC, Variety. 


... good 


ARKE, Variety. 


ck, the old vaudeville and more 


speaks first in his natural voice, 


to the footlights with flattering 


18 to The Kate 


Mark Leddy 

















| counsel: Vito Melfi and Pepe Ross, | presents her act in a sheath dress 


|national representatives from 
iN. Y. local; Bob Edwards 
‘executive secretary, and Al Buckler 
and Wally Lake, members of that 
|local’s board; Mead Siegler, execu- 
tive secretary of the Los Angeles 
local; Nat Nazarro, executive secre- 
| tary of Pittsburgh, and Thomas Can- 
| Zano, a representative there; Tom 
Senna, executive secretary of Bos- 
ton, and Danny Fitz and William 
Dunlay, members of that local’s 
board; Richard Mayo, executive 
secretary in Philadelphia, Sid Ray- 
mond, local board member, and Miss 
Lynn Arnold, a Philly office secre- 
tary; Carl Dennis, exec secretary in 
Detroit; William Grubbs, national 
representative in Cleveland; Jack 
Irving, Chicago exec sec: Professor 
Maji, upstate N. Y. representative; 


Wescott, national rep in Seattle, and 
A! Gabel, Buffalo. 
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CHEZ PAREE, CHI 


and his imitations of President 
Roosevelt, Charles Laughton, Harry 
Richman and others are really tops 
of their type. 

Too much cannot be said for Jack 
Cole and His Dancers. They do 
splendid things with ceremonial 
dances, but are even better with 
choice Harlem episodes like ‘Reefer 
Man,’ ‘Reefer Joint At 4 a.m.’ and 
‘Marriage of a Solid Sender.’ 

Chester Dolphin is a competent 
juggler and does some unique bal- 
ancing tricks, such as standing on 
his head and whirling glittering 
hoops on arms, legs and with his 
mouth. The chorines, nicely groomed 
in sport clothes and gowns, rather 
than in the more typical undress, 
are appealing to the eye. 

Summer business for this nite spot 
has been exceptionally good. Loop. 


Lookout House, Cincy 











Cincinnati, Aug. 1. 


Beekman, Lookout House Girls (5), 
Arthur Ravel’s Orch (7); no mini- 
mum, no cover. 








niteries on the Kentucky side of the 
|\Ohio river, opposite Cincinnati. 


| Jimmy Brink, the operator, peeled a | 


|handful of G notes from his roll to 
;revamp the spot, resulting in a smart 
|200-seat room. Food, southern style, 
jis dandy and moderately 


|Bonacini. Rearrangement provides 


|larger space for the men and wo- | 
Bingo parties are | 


|men’s game room. 
iheld several nights a 
| turnaways the rule. 


week, with 


Topping the new show, in for a. 


fortnight, is Cynda Glenn, blonde 
| comedienne, 
billed. Miss Glenn's facial, arms and 
hands contortions give knockout 
| touches to caricatures of screen and 
stage femmes. In early moments she 
cements favor witih a crazy-quilt rou- 
tine atop the Baldwin. Encoring, she 
clinches with an imitation of a cham- 


Fred Nerret, rep in Baltimore; Duke | 


the | which admirably complements an 
Cincy | a™pearance very easy on the eyes. 


|She uses the mike very sparingly 
jand her voice rroduction and control 
jis so expert that she can send a 
| whisper to the limits of a 650-seat 
}room. Her command of an audience 
is established within a few minutes 
|of opening the act, and an after- 
|midnight crowd is ever rowdy in 
i receiving her. 

Her material is miscellaneous. She 
iumps from antiques like ‘Bicycle 
Built for Two’ and ‘Bowl of 
Cherries’ to the latest sophistications 
but, curiously, at this . hearing, 
scarcely a note of war songs. These 
she supports with a running fire of 
chatter and pungent asides to the 
crowd or to dance briefly with air- 
man or Army man from the audi- 
ence. The act throughout is witty, 
swiftly paced and clean, a tour-de- 
force rarely .een he 

Turner’s oreh ably supports her 
and is a much-liked dance organiza- 
tion. His vocalist, Mae Allan, has a 
good looking wardrobe and a cute 





| hotel, 


appearance. His is one of the half 
dozen ranking band aggregations in 
Canada and e valued asset to the 
with which he has been as- 


| sociated for the past six years. 


Lane. 


STARLIGHT ROOF 


(WALDORF-ASTORIA, N. Y.) 





Xavier Cugat Orch (18), Conchita 
Martinez, Mario & Floria, 3 Pitch- 
men; $1 and $1.50 cover. 





In theory the Waldorf’s Starlight 
Roof has a good idea of no show for 
dinner—just Cugat’s excellent dansa- 
pation, so as not to disturb the 
leisurely _diners too much—with 
divertissement obtaining for after- 
theatre. In practise it works out 








only to a degree, since this particu- 
lar show is a misfit. 

The kazooing Three Pitchmen. 
doubling from ‘Sons o’ Fun,’ register 
but don’t fit the polite atmosphere of 
the Waldorf Roof. Cugat, of course. 
is standard for the Boomer hostelry, 
and Mario & Floria with their suave 
terping, likewise are no strangers 
here. Conchita Martinez, flamenco 
looker, is a holdover, and registers 
better than first time out with her 
Spanish gypsy song-and-dance. 

But basically any _ hotel roof, 
especially in these times, is the 
prime attraction by itself, as witness 
the surprise click of the St. Regis’ 
Viennese Roof which, for the second 
Successive summer, has dispensed 
with its revue and just relied on 
Paul Sparr’s excellent band and 
Etbel Smith's unique organesque in- 
rumen trio for relic‘ dansapa- 
ion. 

The Waldorf’s Starlight Roof is 
equally svelte in decor and atmos- 
phere although, by the _ very 
nature of this hostelry’s more tran- 
sient patronage, plus the larger 
capacity, a larger show is in order. 

It’s easily the toughest room for 
talent to work in. An elongated in- 
terior, only a segment of the cus- 
tomers has good vantage point of the 
talent; and, in reverse, the per- 
formers, especially ballroomologists 
like Mario & Floria, and personality 
Spanish song-and-dancers like Miss 
Martinez, find themselves at a dis- 
advantage. The terp duo (she’s a 
new ‘Floria’) could easily  suf- 
fice along with the Cugatites. They 
do their standard waltz and Latin 
sets plus a Turkey Trot conceit that’s 
good showmanship. The rest com- 
prise so much added hors d’ouvres. 
From within the band Cugat has 
Daniel Santos (successor to 
Miguelito Valdes), Carmen Castillo 
(Mrs, X.C.) and Lina Romey for 
vocal assists (doing their stuff chiefly 
at dinner). Mischa Barr is the al- 
ternate orchestra. Abel. 

















Cynda Glenn, Johnny Barnes, Jack | 


This is the oldest of four casino- | 


priced. | 
{Billing for its preparation goes to} 


looker, with plenty on the ball as a| 
Her male pianist is un- 


|pagne-high dame that’s something fo | 


itself. 

Johnny Barnes, a _ natty light- 
haired chap, garners applause with a 
nifty exhibition of hardshoe heel- 
,;and-toe rhythms. Jack Beekman, 
holding over as m.c., has appearance 


and, seemingly, a nice command of | 


English. ‘ Yet he falls into the run- 
of-mine rut too common among the 
| present-day crop of supposed show- 


sellers; threadbare repetition of ‘I'll | 


|do anything for a laugh; they can’t 
|get an m.c. for less money, etc.’ He 
ruined a surefire soldier number with 
the line of gals by snubbing the 
amount of service men’s pay after 
|building up what it meant to wear 
the uniform in which he was attired. 
| The line, along with Beekman’s 
fair baritoning, does a mild ‘Skylark’ 
routine besides the ‘Johnny Dough- 
boy’ number. Harriet Smith pro- 
;duces the ensemble creations. 

Arthur Ravel’s band is so-so, the 
leader drooping on vocals. 
| Mae Mack, at the piano during in- 
| termission, does a sweet ja@b. Koll. 
guigeiinidenicansion 
Normandie Roof, Mont’l 


| (MOUNT ROYAL HOTEL) 

| Montreal, July 31. 

| Hildegarde, Don Turner Orch (12) 
'with Mae Allan; minimum, $2.50 
| dinner Saturday; $1.50 cover after 
1/10 p.m., weekdays, $1 couvert. 








} 
| A one-woman show has been hold- 
‘ing and increasing the crowds at 
ithis hotel spot for past week, and 
| will likely continue to do so until 
| Saturday next (8). Hildegarde is the 
; Standout attraction here currently, 
|packing them in to capacity Satur- 
|days and bringing good biz week- 
ldays at this ace of Canadian hotel 
|spots. She is ably supported by Don 


New Acts 


J 
| ROSS SISTERS (3) 
Contortionists 


Mins. 
| Raven Theatre, N 
} 


hree young 4 sir 
R: -- blue costumes are crac 
contortionists. 
backbends, handstes 
unison and singly, bu 

unches are ( 
Packbends on hig 
without foot grips, 
handkerchiefs from 


Two of the ae 
using a 
rot the other, 9 both 
lause WOWS. 
we Bo 5 a dead ringer for 
June Preisser, but all are 











- looking, 
ually good lookin: 
something of a novelty =) 
itself for acro- 

bats. 
From the 
way they 


wo Yr k, t h e y 
must have 
p rese n te d 
quite a prob- 
lem to their 
mother. The 
oor woman 
couldn’t have 
known which 
end she was 
holding. 
Wood 
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Just concluded 2 weeks STRAND, New York 
OPENING CHICAGO, CHICAGO, AUGUST 7 








Opening soon in the new Shubert Show “COUNT ME IN” 


Pe-sonal Management:—CHARLES V. YATES 
RKO Building, New York 






































|T rner’s orch with maestro emceeing | 


but having next to nothing to do on 
that score once she is on the floor 
with her songs. 


A personable blonde, Hildegarde 


Direction: 





Return Engagement as M.C. at The 


ROXY, | 


NEW YORK 
Weeks July 30 and August 7 


Thanks to Jack Partington, Jesse Kaye and Arthur Knorr 
MARK LEDDY 
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Variety Bills 





WEEK OF AUGUST 7 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 


show, whether full or split week. 











Loew 











NEW YORK CITY 
Staite (5) 
Bobby Byrne Orch 

Oxford Boys 


an Murray 
rt King & Arlina 
Grace Drysdale 


PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (7) 
Morace Heidt Orch 
WASHINGTON 
Capitel (7) 

T Dorsey Orch 
Archie Robbins 
Lane & Ward 








RKO 








ALBANY 
Palace (6) 
Martha Raye 
6 Willys 
(ondos Bros 
Jackie Miles 
Martels & Mignon 
CLEVHLAND 


Palace (7) 
Vaughn Monroe Bd 
Paul Winchell 
Johnny Mack 
Lee Sis 


(31) 
Lawrence Welk Bd 
Oxford Boys 
Pat Henning & Co 








Paramount 








NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (5) 
Skinnay Ennis Orch 


The Four Ink Spots 
Willie apere 
night ~ 
> "3 UFFALO 
Euftalo (7) 
Bob Armstrong Orc 
Judy Canova 


Georgie Tapps 
Adriana & Charly. 
Linda Ware 
CHICAGO 
Chieage (7) 
Benny Goodman Bd 
Harry Reso 





3 Ross Sis 
MIAMI 
Olympia (5-8) 
Oscar Davis 
Tenner & Swift 
Grace Drysdale 
Sons of Purple Sage 
R Wyse & J Mann 
DETROIT 
Michigan (7) 
Horace Heidt Orch 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Orpheum (7) 
Pau] Whiteman Bd 
Murtagh Sis 
Martin Bros 








Warner 





NEW YORK CITY 
Strand (7) 


Charlie Barnet Ba 
Jean, Jack & Judy 
Senor Wences 

Peg Lee Rates 

(31) 

Charlie Barnet Bd 
> Jack & Judy 
enor Wences 

Peg Veg Bates 


PHILADELPHIA 
Earle (7) 
Sammy Kaye Orch 
‘he Nonchalants 

Sterner Sis 


(31) 
T Dorsey Orch 
Lane & Ward 
Paul Regan 


PITTSBURGH 





Stanley (7) 
Ozzie Nelson Orch 
Harriet Hilliard 
Stone & Barton 
Armando & Lita 
Bob Dupont 

(31) 
Sammy Kaye 
Nonchalants 
Sterner Sis 
i a 


ICA 
Stanley (11-13) 
Dick Rogers Orch 
The Andrew Sis 
WASHINGTON 
Earle (7) 
Roxyettes 
Stubby Kave 
Acromaniacs 
Read Sis 
Music Makers 


Orch 








Independent 





NEW YORK CITY 
Music Hall (6) 

Betty Bruce 

Robert Landrum 

Walter Dare Wabl 

Rockettes 

Ballet 

Glee Club 

Symphony Ore 

Roxy (7) 

Paul Gerris 

H Williams 3 

Ben Dova 

Paul Macks 

Martha Sweet 
46th St. Theatre 


(i) 
Holtz 


Lou 
Willie Howard 
Phil Baker 


Paul Draper 
Bene Scott 
ene Sheldon 
Luba Malina 
Lou Forman 
Bricklavers 
BROOKLYN 
Marine (9) 
June Winters 
Nee A Moore 
Leo yn-Semon & Sonia 
(2 to fill) 
Mayfair (8) 
June Winters 
George Moore 
Leon-Semon & Sonia 
(2 to fill) 
Ridgewood (5) 
Buddy & Small 
7eorge Moore 
Jack Murray 
White & Charlotte 
(1 to fill) 
AKRON 
Palace (7-10) 
hil Harris Orch 
ewis & Van 
ommy Trent 
Rogers’ Dancers 
ATLANTIC CITY 
Hamid’s Million 
Dollar Pier (8-9) 
Glen Miller Orch 
Steel Pier (7) 
Cabot & Dresden 
B West & Page 
Walter Long 





Hippodrome (7) 


T Dorsey Orch 
Lane & Ward 
Paul Regan 

State (6-8) 
Betty Ann Nyman 
Sammy Moss 


Jed Dooley Co 
3 Kirklands 
9-12) 
Bert Nagle Co 
Avis Andrews 
a awoEx co 
MDEN 
waaoes (7-9) 
Lane & Small 
Bill Brown 
Jack Mann Co 
Great Lester 
HARTFORD 
State (7-9) 
Victory Rev 
Stan Kenton Orch 
20 Roxyettes 
7 Cransonians 
4 Sidnevs 
Gaudsmith Bros 
Anth’y, All’n & Hdg 
4 Jolliteers 
M © 
Girl Singer 
LYNBROOK, L. I. 
Lynbrock (8) 
Buddy & Small 
Betty Wonder 
(3 to fill) 
PHILADELPHIA 
Carman (7-9) 
Paul Rich 
Terry & Ralph Rio 
Ballator’s Rev , 
WILLOW GROVE 
Willow Grove Park 
(9th Only) 
3 Kirklands 
Paul Rich 
Jed Dooley Co 
Terry & Ralph Rio 
Ballator’ x. Rev 
WATERBURY 
Poll’ (5-6) 
3 Andrew Sis 
Dick Rogers Orch 
Wesson Bro 
WORCESTER 
Plymouth (3-5) 
Hamid’s Victory R 





Teddy Powell YOUNGSTOWN 
Ben’ Yost’s Singers Palace (11-13) 
George Haggerty Phil Harris Orch 
Chas Kemper Lewis & Van 
Dick Dana Tommy Trent 
BALTIMORE G Rogers’ Dancers 
Cabaret Bill 





NEW YORK CITY 


Ben Mi rden Riviera] Pancho Ore 


M ‘Tris Ure 
Ys mne Chevalier 
Chavez Ore 


Bill Bertolottl’ 8 
Evelyn Daw 
Lynn & Marianne 





Norina Lucero 
Shirl Thomas 
Lynn Reynolds 
Don Sylvio Ore 
Roberto Ore 
Bill’s Gay 90's 
‘Spike Harrison’ 
Ethel Gilbert 
George Tonak 
Harry Donelly 
Billy Lorraine 
Charlie Ross 
Bernie Grauer 
Gay 90's Quartette 
Cafe Pierre 
Beverly Whitney 
Margaret Scott 
Stanley Melba Ore 
Cafe Society 
(Midtown) 
Hazel Scott 
Zero Mosiel 
Joe Sullivan 
Kenneth Spencer 
Eddie South Ore 
arol Channing 
Albert Ammons 
Cafe Society 
(Village) 
Teddy Wilson Ore 
Albert Ammons 
Pete Johnson 
Revyuers 
Casino Russe 
Nina Tarasova 
Sasha Polinoff 
Michel Michon 
Nadia & Sasha 
Dmitri Matvienko 
Kris Kay Orc 
Nicholas Matthey O 
Cerutti’s 
Brick Top 
Walter Lynch 
Mae Barnes 
Haywood & Allan 
Mary Talley 
4 Chanticleers 
Chateau Moderne 
Lydia Ehrens 
Anette & Sally 
Maurice Shaw Ore 
Claremont Inn 
Charlotte & Benson 
Joe Richardel Ore 
Club Caravan 
Jerry Baker 


4 Al Shayne 


Allan Sis 
Marian Myles 
Dorothy Manners 
Hazel Scott 
Golden Gate 4 
Eddie South Ore 
Thelma Nevins 
Club Samoa 
Mabelle Russelle 
Linda Castro 
Ching 
Coq Rouge 
Dick Wilson Ore 
Bela Bizony Orc 
Diamond Horseshoe 
Harriet Hoctor 
W. C. Handy 
Pansy the Horse 
Willie Solar 
Caits Farm 
sins Welis 
Four Fays 
Herman Hyde Co 
Lucienne & Ashout 
Eddie Eddy 
Perlita 
Virginia Mayo 
Pedro Lopez 
June Melva 
Great Daniel 
Emma Francis 
Norine Robinson 
Nellie Durkin 
Billy Banks 
Perry Bruskin 
Marsha] Montgmery 
Roy Fox Ore 
Sid Prussin Ore 
Dwyer's 
(Sawdust Trail) 


Bobby Heath 
Julia Garrity 
Tommie Baxter 
Frances O'Connell 
Marie Daley 
Dorothy Mack 
Marlene Francis 
Paula Valera 
Club 18 
Frankie Hyers 
Roy Sedley 
Vince Curran 
Gaye Dixon 
Jerry Blanchard 






Joe Frisco 

El Chico 
Dorita & Valero 
Consuelo Moreno 


Gloria Belmonte 
Rodriguez 3 
Trio Mixteco 
Del Duca Ore 
El Morocco 
Chauncey Grey 
Chiquito Ore 
Famous Door 
Tookie Hunter 
Red Norvo Ore 
¥efe’s Monte Carlo 
Narita 
Sonny Kendis Ore 
51 Club 
Tommy Raft 
Harry Ryan 
Tubby Rives 
Barbara Lee 
Harriet Brent 
Rene Villon 
Jean Carter 
Louise Stuart 
Stuart Ore 
Greenwich Village 
Inn 
Caro) Chappelle 
Rita Renaud 
Gloria Manner 
Joan Collier 
Lorna Rode 
Gene Monet Ore 
Havana-Medrid 
Franco & Beryl 
Casino & Cortez 
Myrta Silva 
Hilda Moreno 
Mava & Orc 
Don Gilberto Ore 
Hickory House 


Ore 





i Roberta Welch 


Jean Murray 
Larry Bennett Ore 
Hotel Astor 
(Astor Roof) 
Alvino Rey Ore 

King Sisters 
Hotel eemnent 


Plaz 
(Glass. "Hat) 
Bobby Parks Ore 
Bill Johnson 
Christine Forsyth 
Costain & Barry 
Joe Pafumy Ore 
Hotel Biltmore 
Heasley Twins 
Hazel Franklin 
Ray Heatherton Or 
Hotel Commodore 
(Century Room) 
Tmogene 
Ray McKinley Ore 
Hotel Edison 
Bobby Byrne Ore 
Hotel Essex House 
(Casino on Park) 
Rich. Himber Ore 
Perry” Martin 
Hotel 5th Ave 
(Salon Madrid) 
Cass Franklin 
DeMarlos 
Guy Rodian 
Fay Marde 
Penny Bancroft 
Burton Gross Ore 
Hotel Lexington 
(Hawaiian Rm) 





Kahala 





N & D Kozloff 


Jack Dempsey’s 
B’way Restaurant 
Milt Herth 3 
Gracle Barrie 
Dick Stabile Ore 

Jimmy Kelly's 
Ramon & Joan 
Carter & Sharp 
Montmarte Boys 
Helen Holmes 
Danita Rivera 
Margaret Grey 
Faith Arlen 

Kelly’s Stable 
Red Allen Ore 
J. C, Higginbotham 
Dixie Roberts 
4 Ginger Snaps 


La Conga 
Marion Colby 
Joey Faye oo 


Jack Albertson 
Ruth Godfrey 
Jimmy Alexander 
Alice Tyrell 

Ted Arkins 
Dorothy Robefts 
Sacasas Ore 
Jack Harris Ore 


La Marquise 


Frances Connolly 
Al Carr Orc 


La Martinique 


Walter O'Keefe 
Trene Vernon 
Vera Shea 

Billie Bernice 
Doris Dowling 
Shirley Shear 
Grace De Witt 
Una Mae Carlisle 
Jere McMahon 
Martiniqueens 
Emil Coleman Ore 
Noro Morales Ore 


La Vie Parisienne 
Sylvia St Clair 


Hildegarde Hallid’y 


Rasha & Mirko 
Gabrielle 


Julius Monk 
Latin Quarter 


Juanita Rios 
Barbara Perry 
Jade Ling 
Winters 

Frank Mazzoe Co 
Trixie 





Queen Mary 
Vin Olson 
Consuelo Flowerton 


B. Jones Trio 
Chiquita & Girls 
Queens Terrace 
Phil Forster 
Eppie Bruce 
Healy & Evans 
Agnes Dwyer 
Jack Allyn 
Ned Harvey Ore 
Grooverneers 
Rainbow Grill 
Russ Smith Ore 
Vera Sanoff 
Ashburns 
Rainbow Room 
Walton & O’Rourke 
Ray English 
Milskaya 
Jane Deering 
Continentals 
Cavallaro Ore 
Roger’s Corner 
Johnny Pineapple 
Harry Lefcourt Ore 
Jean Claire 
Pat Rooney, Sr 
Ross MacLean 
Harold Green 


Ruban Bleu 


Mildred Bailey 
Richard Bennett 
Dave Barbour 
Jack Gilford 
Morris Raymond 
Herman Chittison 
Delta Rhythm Boys 
Lotte Goslar 
Russian Kretchma 
Viadimir Lazaroff 
Eli Spivack 
Gypsy Norma 
Norma Lucero 
Arcadi Stoyanovsky 
Adia Kuznetzoff 
Nastia Poliakova 
Marusia Sava 
Mischa Vzanoff 
Cornelia Cedolban O 
Spivy’s Roof 
Spivy 
Arthur Blake 
Noble & King 
Stork Club 
Grace Reilly 
Charles Blaum Ore 
Bob Knight Ore 








Bob Bel! 

Paradise Club 
Ford-Bowie-Bailey 
Bobby Evans 
Susannah Churchil) 
Connie Harris 
Conway & Paris 
Chris Columbus Ore 
Lenox Ave Co 
Margaret Watkins 
Penn Atlantic Hotel 

(Palm Room) 


President Hotel 
(Round W’rld R'm) 
Herbert Curbello O 
Pepito Lopez 
Phyllis Baker 
Neil Fontaine 
Johnny Hamp 
Lynn Barrett 
Clarissa 
Terry Franconi 
Pupi Dancers 
Del Monte Ore 

Seaside Hotel 
(Surf 'n’ Sand R'm) 





Al Francis Ore 


BOS 


Beachcomber 
H Morrissey Ore 
Chico Simone Ore 
Gail Manners 
Marisol 
Artie Dann 
Beach-charmers (5) 
Blinstrub’s 


Peter Bodge Ore 
Boyd Heathen 
Nathane Bros 
Starnes & Anavin 
Johnny Coy 

Casa Manana 
Alice O'Leary 
Adrian O’Brien 
Jimmy Gallagher 
Bob Novack 

Club Mayfair 
Ranny Weeks Ore 
Don Rico Ore 
June Weiting 
Romo Vincent 
Hudson & Claire 
Stuart & Le 
Bill Bailey 
Richard Lane 
Iris Ison 
Henriquetta Brazil 
Club Vanity Fair 
Al Dickerman Ore 
Madel’'e Harrington 
Stella Ray 

Cocoanut Grove 
Mickey Alpert Ore 
Alfred Pineda Ore 
Buster Keim Rev 
Billy Paine 
Mata & Hari 
Elaine Kondos 
Frances McCoy 
Johnny Coyle 
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— 
Talima Gloria Gilbert The Place Bese 9 Lounge) 
Momikai Lela Moore Irene Barkley Herb ewis 
M« Intyre Ore Martel (3) Pat Ring y Marjorie Garretson 
Napua Bob F uller Evelyn Brock Copley Plaza 
Leilani Iaea oe bs tram wed Skeets Tolbert (Sheraton Room) 
MeA Alec erce 3 . . . . es ‘ 
Dich Bette Ore Fernando Caney O — coe yo ay 
“Sp : ’ Kddie’ Pat Rossi sheeting ; . 
Hotel New _ Yorker Leon & Eddie's Guerlain (Merry-Go-Round) 


(Terrace Room) 
Johnny Long Ore 
Ronny Roberts 
Bissell & Farley 
Peter Killam 
Mark Plant 
Ariane 
Hotel Park Central 

(Cocoanut Grove) 
Yacht Club Boys 
Glover & La Maye 
Buddy Clarke Ore 

(Royal Palm) 
Dell O'Dell 
Charlie Bourne 
Jerry Green 
Bunny Howard 
Sybil & Sundra 
Wilson Lang 
Hotel Pennsylvania 

(Cafe Rouge) 
Charlie Spivak Orc 
Gary Stevens 
Stardusters 

Hotel 

‘Cotilien 
Arthur ¢ 
Beverly Whitney 
Towne & Knott 
Stanley Melba Ore 

Hotel Plaza 

(Persian Koom) 
Dick Gasparre Orc 
ten Cutler 
DiGatanos 

Hotel Roosevelt 
Walter Perner Orch 
Hotel Savoy Plaza 

(Cafe Lounge) 
Larry Adler 
Roy Ross Orch 

Hotel Sheraton 

(Murray Room) 
Ruth Lowe 
Lee 
Francis King 
Henry Noble 

Hotel St. Moritz 
(Cafe de la Paix) 
Charles Columbus 
Kathryn Carroll 
Terri Franconi 
Mack Perrin 
Ford Harrison Ore 

(Sky Gardens) 
Charles Columbus 
Kathryn Carroll 
Terry Franconi 

Hotel St. Regis 

(Viennese Roof) 
Ethel Smith Ens 
Paull Sparr Ore 

Hotel Taft 
Vincent Lopez Ore 
Hotel 4 ata 


Astoria 

(Starlight Roof) 
Xavier Cugat Ore 
Mischa Borr Ore 
Carmen Castillo 
Lina Romay 
Mario & Floria 
Three Pitchmen 

Hotel Warwick 

(Raleigh Room) 
Vicki George 
Sande Williams 

Hurricane 

Billy Vine 
Gertrude Niesen 
Rochelle & Beebe 
Pelliteers 
Van Kirk 
Sammy Birch 
Dick Warren Ore 
Iceland Restaurant 
“Wreddie Bernard 


Pierre 
Room) | 


“arney 


Sair 


Ore 





| 
} 


Johnny Morgan 
Leo Fuld 
Arnaut Bros 
Jean Mode 
Bobby Tables 
Caesar & Rosita 
Mildred Wayne 
Golden Pair 
Mother Kelly’s 
Cully Richards 
Diamond Bros 


19th Hole Club 
Marion Powers 
3 Caddies 
Angel Velez Ore 
Snub Mosely Ore 

Number One 
Jaye Martin 
Anne White 
Downey & Gregg 
Hazel Webster 

Onyx Club 

Bobbig .Dunne 
Dale Belmont 
ann White 

aby Hines 

Old Roumanian 
Sandie Banks 
Freddie Bernard 
Ada Lubina 
Ginger Layne 
Joe LaPorte Ore 

Place Elegante 
Phil Dante 
William Ross 
Cliff Conrad 
Arline Thompson 
Diane Nelson 
Martin Locke 
Manya Borodkin 
Jeannette Garrette 
Ernest Franz Ore 





Annette 
Princess Aloma 
Lilyan Lorraine 
Joan Ellis 
Ubangi Club 


Jackie Mabley 

Kelcey Farr 

Ann Lewis 

Beachcombers 

Bill Bailey 

Rubber Legs Wm’'s 

Abbey Orc 

Versailles 

Bergere Ore 

Panchito Ore 

Marj Gainsworth 

Francis Abella 

Marj Fielding’s Co 

Rossi Sisters 

Dot & Barbara 

J Migna¢ 

Ilsa Kevin 

Mae Blondel) 

Mary Ganly 
Village Barn 

John Griffin 

The Blentons 

I 


iene Davis 
Al Robinson 


Village Vanguard 

tichard D Bennett 

Leadbelly 

Helen Humes 

Eddie Heywood 8 
Wivel 

Bob Lee 

Lilyan Dell 

Tommy Hayden 

Doris Neilson 

Chas Bowman Ore 

Theodore Brooks 

The Paulens 


ATLANTIC CITY 


Babetie’s Club 


George Owen 
Airliner Chandler 
S & B Carlisle 
Milton Huber Orc 
Bath & Turf Club 
Dolores King 
Jerry Cooper 
Lola & Andre 
Dinorah 
Eric Correa Ore 
Bishop's Savoy 
Augie Bond 3 


Breaker’s Hotel 
(Ship Deck) 
Beale St Boys 
Pear! Williams 
Chateau Renault 
Sid Rose 
Al Francis 3 
4 Stylists 
Chelsea Hotel 
Billy Van (3) 
Chelsea Trio 
Child’s Cktl Lounge 
Erskine Butterfield 
Chez Paree 
The Novelettes 
Ruth Martin 
Jackie Martin 
Babe Cummings 
Valerie & Susan 
Sunny Rae 
Cliquot Club 
Lenny Ross 
Toni Sorrell 
Ruth Warren 
Betty Gaynor 


Jacque Hill 


Eliaine Ellis 
Club Harlem 

Larry Steeie 

J Gorhan 

J kie Mable 
. Jefferson 


Ore 








Club Madrid 
Jackie Law 
Teddy & Terry 
Nanette 

Club Nomad 


Donna Darnell 
Tiny Kaye 
Dixie Sullivan 
Jean Caton 
Bobby Bernard 
Coletta Ellsworth 
Joe Quintelle Ore 
Dude Ranch 
Bill Valee 
Gary Gray 
Billy Du Val 
Serenaders Ore 
Cowboy Orc 
Gables Inn 
(Black Horse Pike) 
Nan De Mar 
Marley 
Russ Taylor 
Ted Howard 
Gables Orc 
Herman’s Music 
Bar 
Jimmy So Car 
Jockey’s Derby Cl’'b 
Kiki Hall 
Peppi Carman 
Helene 
Teddy Keller 
Paddock Int’l 
Zorita 
Yvo 


1ettes Rev 











Mark Gilbert 3 
Copley Square Hotel 
Al DeForrest 
Arthur Ward 
Crawford .House 
Freddy Rubin Ore 
Fox & Hounds Club 
(Rhumba Casino 
Room) 
Frances 
Charles Wolk Ore 
Milton George Orc 
*». Hi-Hat - 
Pete Herman Ore 
Frank Petty 


Marion 


Eddy Bradd Ore 


TON 


Anne Diamond 
Hotel Bradford 
(Circus Room) 

Kenny Brilliant 

Lucille & J Maloney 

Hotel Buckminister 
(National Room) 

Hal Roberts Ore 

Buddy Smith's Orc 
Hotel Essex 

Ken Travers Ore 

Jack Manning Orc 

Bill Cronin 

Mitizi Crozier 

Bill Groin 

Dorothy Dennis 

Jean Monti 

Sally Harris 
Hotel Fensgate 
(Satire Room) 

Nora Sheridan 

Elise Houston 

Allen Jones 

Neil Phillips 
Hotel Lenox 

Don Jose Ore 

Clarita 

Hotel Ritz Carleton 

(Ritz Roof) 

Nat Brandwynne O 

Grover & Jeanne 

Tommy Dix 

Estelita 
Hotel Sheraton 
(Sheraton Sky 

Garden) 

Don Dudley Ore 
Hotel Statler 
(Terrace Room) 

Jack Edwards Ore 
(Cafe Rouge) 

Salvy Cavicchio Ore 
Hotel Vendome 

(Fife & Drum Rm) 

Jimmy McHale Orc 

Jolene 

Ella Wilsor 

Helen Douglas 

Elaine Morrison 

Ken 

Pete Brown Ore 

Broadway Al 

Russ Howard 

Rio Casino 

Harry de Angelis O 

Helen Carrol 

Lamb-Yokum 

Gladys Lamb 

Rube Youkum 

Betty Wharton 

Duffy & Tobin 

Adele Henny 

Savoy 

Sabby Lewis 

Steuben’s 
(Vienna Room) 

Lew Conrad Ore 

Sal & Sandy 

Lorraine & Hart 

Jimmy Marr 

Doris Abbott 

The Cave 

Don DiBona Ore 

Jack Fisher 

Tamara Doriva 

Elves Cortes 

Jimmy Marr 

Pir-ettes 5 

Tic-Toe 

Andy Kirk Ore 


Rev 


Ore 


CHICAGO 


Tremont Plaza 
Duke Lorenzo Ore 
Ambassador Hotel 


(Pump ®oom) 
Emil Pettl 
Buttery 


Ray Benson Ore 
Bismarck Hotel 
(Walnut Room) 

Jimmy Joy Ore 

Betty Burns 

Harriett Smith Co 

Don & Sal Jennings 
(Tavern Room) 

Edith Lorand 

Dave Pritchard Orc 

Dick Ware 

Bob Marshall 

Annette Shields 

Blackhawk 

Ted Weems Ore 

Elmo Tanner 

Perry Como 
Blackstone Hotel 
(Balinese Km) 

Johnny Duffy Ore 

Patti Clayton 

Brase Rall 

Margie Whitney 

Tune Toppers 
Brevoort Hote] 
(Crystal Room) 

Tony & Lisa 

Joan jaylor 

Bob Billings 

Eddie Roth 

Brown Derby 

Three Ryans 

Danny Rogers 

Judy Ellington 

Mary Ann 

Pat Perry 

Hoffman Sis 

Ted Smith 

Duke Yellman Ore 
Capitol Lounge 

Joe de Salvo 

Bill Turner Ore 

Chez Paree 

Harry Richman 

Capella & Patricia 


Ore 


Allen Carney 
Ruth Clayton 
Estelle Sloan 
Buddy Franklin 
Club Alabam 
Florence White 


Paulette LaPierre 

Harriet Norris 

Ginger Wood 

Del Estes 

Allan Coe 

Dave Unell Ore 

Eddie Roth Ore 
Colosimos 

Jack Prince 

Kay 3o0ley 


Doris Dupont 
Dolly Kay 
Congress Hotel 
(Glass Hat Room) 
Vincent Bragale O 
Red Duncan 
Jo Anne arte tag 
Drake Totel 
(Camilia House) 
Eva Hamilton 
Val Ernie Ore 
“Bagewnter Beach 
otel 
(Marine Rm) 
Will Osborne Oro 
Nitz & Ravel 
Marianne 
Dorben Gls 
Eitel’s 
Heidelberg Octet 
Hans Muenzer Eng 
Rathskellar 
Loule & Gang 
5100 Club 
Danny Thomas 
Bob O Lin Gis 
Mark Fisher Ore 


885 Club 
Tanner Sisters 
Johnny Howard 
Manuel Contreras 
Garrick Stagebar 
June Price 
Ascot Boys 
Jimmy None 3 

Downbeat Km 
Stuff Smith Ore 
3 Sharps & Flats 
Gladys Palmer 

Graemere Hotel 
(Glass House Rm) 
Crusaders Orc 
Mary Sinclair 
Dorothy Timmins 

Helsings 

(Védvil Lounge) 
Bill Anson 
Leslie & Carol 
Novelty Aces 
Lillian Clarke 
Jack Herbert 

Hi-Hat 
Diana Barry 
Carlos Vesta 
Betty Hill 


Blaine and Elaine 

Mary Beth Sires 

Eddy Fens Ore 

H Martinez Orc 

Winnie Hoveler Gls 
Ivanhoe 


Florence Schubert 
Barney Richards O 
Vierra Hawaiians 
Helen Sumner 


L’A iglon 


Spiros Stamos Ore 
Gwendolyn Veausel! 
Murray & Cumming 
George Deveron 
Isobel de Marco 
La Salle Hotel 





(Pan-Am Room) 
se Manzaneres O 





New Yorker 
Jackie Green 
Noli & Nolan 
Dalton Boys 
Jack LaVier 
Kay Eibert 
Starlets 
Arne Barnett Ore 
(Piceadilly Circle) 
3 Knights 
Billy Meyers 
Jim Marvin 
Rocky Elsworth 

100 Club 
Dick Bauer Ore 
Billy Carr 
Sophia Parker 
Wilma Novak 
Martin & Margo 
Bobbie Allen 
Fernando & Fair 
Cal Herbert 

Palmer House 

(Empire Room) 
Eddy Duchin Ore 
Gower & Jeanne 
Abbott Dancers 

Sherman Hotel 

(Celtic Cafe) 
Gene Kerwin Ore 
Jaros Sis 

(Panther Room) 
Bob Chester 


College Inn Models 
Carl Marx ‘ 

Rhumba Casino 
Fun for your Money 
Revue 
Maurice Rocco 

606 Club 

Don Harris 
Gay Nhnight 
June March 
Carrie Finnell 


Fay & Wellington 
Mile Jean 

Janeen 

Aloha 


Millie Wayne 
Ginger Britton 
Jeri Vance 
Midge Fellows 
606 Gis 
Dolly Sterling 
Sol Lake Ore 
Tripoli 3 
Stevens Hotel 
Chuck Foster Ore 


Don DiFlavio 
(Continental Room) 
Yar Rest 
Geo Scherban Ore 





Belen Ortega 


CLEVELAND 


Alpine Village 
Two Gunsetts 
Leonardo Amaresco 
Marie Bronarzyk 
Willie Matthias Ore 

Eldorado Club 
Olga Godeec 
Johnny Kaiihui Ore 
llona de Bournat 


Hotel Carter 
Charles Wick Ore 
Hotel Cleveland 
George Duffy Ore 
Hotel Fenway Hall 
Jules and Webb 
Hotel Hollenden 
Terry Lawlor 
Nella Webb 
Rossilianos 
Parker & Pérthole 


Sammy Watkins O 
Hotel Statler 
Jules Duke Ore 
Ila Conga Club 
Manuel D Bibbins O 
Lindsay's Skybar 
Three Bits Rhythm 
Marya Manley 
Pearl de Lucca 
Monaco’s Cafe 
MacDonald & Ross 
Judy Lipton 
Herb Hagenor Ore 
Regal Club 
Ducky Malvin Ore 
3700 Club 
Le Verdie 
Hall 


Leon 


Hal 





Don Walsh Ore 


DETROIT 


Book-Cadillac Hotel 
(Book Casino) 
Ben Young Ore 
Jan Martel 
{Motor Bar) 
Eddie Fritz 4 
Bowery 
Paddy Cliff 
Dian Rowland 
Gautchie & Sonnen 
Behee Rubyette 5 
Harvey Stone 
Donn Arden Co 
Johnny King 
Charlie Carlisle 
Benny Resh Ore 
Brass Rail 
Del Parker 
Skeeter Palmer 
Roy Swartz 
Jack Koss 
Casanova 
Ethel Shutta 
Sylvia & Christine 
Marion Vinay 
Watkins Twins 
Warney Ruhl Ore 
Club Congo 
Congoettes 
Spizzie & Willie 
Rhythm Brown 
H'ithorne & H’ison 
Beverly White 
Bette Roche 
Tropical 3 
Congo Ore 
Haymarket 
Carl & Arlene 





Johnny Burns 

Holly Sisters 

June Eldridge 

Wally Joh] 

Russ Dristry Ore 

London Chop House 

Caroll & Gorman 

Ethel Howe 

Ruby Ore 

Sammy Dilbert Ore 

Olde Wayne Club 

Jimmy Clark Ore 

Chapman 
Palm Beach 

Gus Howard 

Warner & Margte 

The Fantons 

Carl Ford 

Dorothy Gerron 

Don Pablo Orc 


Joan 


Royale 
Oswald 
Erine stanton 
3 Chords 
Germaine & Joel 
Royalettes 
Carl 
Bill 


Ronner 
McCune Ore 
Wonder Bar 
Aylene 
Rita 
Ruth McCullough 
Manuel Lopez Ore 


Mason 
Martin 





Guy Welsh ore 


LOS ANGELES 


Band Box 
Pete Snyder 
Jackie Green 
Mae Brewster 
Geo Tibbles Ore 
Billy Snyder 
Billy Lankin 


Bar of Musle 
Ann “Triola 
Bill Hoffman 
Bill Jordan 
Ken Stevens 
Dick Winslow Orc 


Biltmore Bowl 
Ray “Wilbert 
Jimmy Ray 
The Radio 
The Duffins 
Penny Lee 
Joe Reichman Ore 

Casa Manana 
Cab Calloway Orc 

Cocoanut Grove 
Freddie Martin Orc 

Karl Carrolls 
West & McGinty 


Rogues 


Gali Gali 
Happy Felton 
LaVonn Moyer 
Dorothy Ford 
Wiere Broa. 
Beryl Wallace 
St Clair & Day 
Aurora Miranda 


Rolly Rolls 
Shirley Wayne 

Al Norman 

Bill Brady 

Manny Strand Ore 
Michel Ortiz Ore 
Florentine Garden 
Fred Scott 






Mills Bros 

Sugar Geise 

Sonia Levkova 
Jean Tighe 

Toni Todd 

Dr Giovanni 

Ted Fio Rito Ore 


| 8 


Charlie Foy’s Club" 


Charley Foy 
Sammy Walsh 
Jane Keane 
Chavo Sherman 


| Les Barnett Ore 
| Grace Hayes Lodge 
zabeth Talbot 
Thompson 


‘ivian Marshal 
Mary 








Healy 
P Lind Hayes Ore 
Hollywood Casino 
Five Men & A Maid 
Jan Savitt 
Hollywood Tropics 
Yvonne & Wayne 
Maxine Lewis 
Paul 


Neighborg Ore 
Thomas 
House of Murphy 
Jean Meunier 
Margaret Padula 
Bob Murphy 
Louisiana 
Ramon Ros Troupe 
Eddie LeBaron Ore 
Macambo Cafe 
Horne 
Ohman Ore 
Mart'que Ore 
Palladium 
Woody 
Slapsy 
Blue 
eason 
Louis De Pron 
Sauires 


Dick 


Lena 
Phil 
Felix 


Ore 
Maxies 


Herman 


Ben 
Jackie Gil 
Norma 
Ps ia Page 
Be ny Les 
Patti Moore 
Lewis 
Jo e 'p lumer 
Streets of Paris 


Ore 


Art Tatum 
Me: 1d ‘Lux’ Lewis 
Wingy Manone Ore 


Swaanes Inn 
Loumel Morgan 8 
Walter Johnson 

Trianon 
Henry Busse Ore 

Trouville Club 
Lee & Lester 
Spirits of Rhythm 


MIAMI 


Club Bali 

Van Kirk 
Tanya Tamara 
Simpsons 
Baliettes 8 
Tommy Nunez Ore 
Earle Hanson Ore 

Don Lanning’s 
Roberta Sherwood 
Marie Lewi s 
Louise Hatch Ore 
Five O'Clock Ciub 
Stan Early 
Louise Cariyle 
Bourbon & Bayne 
Fabian Storey Ore 








Jimrale’s 


Spauldings 3 
Rous Bros 
Luckeyettes 
Les Robinson Ore 
Kitty Davis's 
Willie Shore 
Rhoda Chase 
Jerry Lawton 
Silver's Ore 
Mother Kelly's 
Jack Eby Ore 
600 Club 
Paul Mall 
Hal Lane Ore 
Vanderbilt Hotel 
(Paco Pago Koom) 





Terry Lynn 


Raul & Eva Reves 
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STRAND, N. Y. 


Charlie Barnet Orch. (16) with 
Frances Wayne, Huck Andrews, ‘Pea- 
nuts’ Holland; Jean, Jack & Judy, 
‘Peg Leg’ Bates, Senor Wences; 
‘Wings for Eagle’ (WB), reviewed in 
‘Variety,’ June 3. 








An extra fine stage show. Chariie 
Barnet’s strong band and three sock 
acts project approximately 57 min- 
utes of solid entertainment which 
moves at a brisk pace. The 57-min- 
ute running time actually seems 
much less. Coupled to ‘Wings for 
the Eagle,’ featuring Ann Sheridan, 
a Strand draw, the combination 
seems headed for good business. 

Barnet’s outfit, comprised of four 
trumpets, three trombones, five sax 
(including himself) and four 
rhythm, starts things with an open- 
ing unique for the Strand. Similar 
in staging to Duke Ellington’s favor- 
ite tee-off, the Barnet group comes 
up on the elevator behind a scrim, 
playing a medley of weird things un- 
der effective lighting. Boy and girl 
singer come in on each side for short 
vocals, spotted vertically. Follow- 
ing that the band emerges into the 
Open playing its theme 
very effective. 

Barnet’s heavy combination is sur- 
prising here in that it keeps wraps 
on the ‘screamer’ arrangements it 
has. been identified with (or else it 
has wisely discarded them). Band 
occasionally gets loud on the two or 
three instrumentals it uses (‘Keep- 
ing Out of Mischief.’ ‘Cherokee,’ ‘T 
Like to Riff,’ all solidly played), but 
most of the time it’s in a very ac- 
ceptable groove. It interprets a 
smartly tailored arrangement of 
‘Solitude,’ featuring muted brass and 
sax choir, which clicks solidly with 
the audience. 

Barnet’s band has alwavs bern a 
fairly good one. Led by its leader’s 
Negroid sax style and the penchant 
for a blazing groove, the outfit has 
never been ‘commercial.’ which has 
kept it out of a many a buildup loca- 
tion that often leads to bigger 
money. It gives every indication 
here of having shifted to a more 
popular playing groove. It works 
well together and does an able job 
behind the sccompanying acts. 

Frances Wayne, femme vocalist. 
displays a great voice on ‘All I Need 
Ts You’ and a weird arrangement of 
‘Cheatin’ On Me. She has excep- 
tional control, good range, but can 
use schooling on the use of a mike. 
Not an exceptional looker, she can 
also improve her coiffure and ward- 
robe. Huck Andrews haritore. dic- 
plays fair voice on ‘Just as Though 
You Were Here. ‘Peanuts’ Holland 
is a colored trumpeter who does 
tasty solos and one vocal, ‘I like to 
Riff.’ 

Jean, Jack and Judy. youthful 
acrobatic turn, is an audience win- 
ner. Beginning with various trick 
stands similar to the Del Rios, the 
boy and two girls progress through 
intricate and unusual acro bits, in- 
terspersed with comedy slants, 
capped by a three-high stand. A 
fine act. 

‘Peg-Leg’ Bates rings up a second 
bulls-eye with patrons. His one- 
legged taps and rhythmic thumps of 
the wooden pin easily rated the big 
response he drew. First is a fast 
routine, then a rhythm session, clos- 
ing with another fastie which 
booted the payees for a goal, par- 
ticularly his trick of landing on the 
pine pin after a leap. He backs up 
his dancing ability with smart head- 
ee and gets the most out of his 

ct. 

Senor Wences encountered trouble 
with Barnet’s jitterbug following at 
first, but his ventro stuff quieted 
them quickly. They fell solidly for 
the mouthings of the doll he forms 
from a doubled fist, a hank of hair 
and a dash of lipstick. 
deeper-voiced head within 
wooden box won more earnest ap- 


plause. His material and timing are 
extraordinary. 
Biz good. Wood. 


HIPP, BALTO 


Baltimore, Aug. 2. 

with Hank Ladd. 
Ned Sparks, The Smoothies (3) 
Buster West & Lucille Page with 
Ernest Goodhart, Felice Iula House 
Orch (13): ‘The Magnificent Am- 
bersons’ (RKO). 


Bert Wheeler 





Billed as an ‘llth Anniver 
Jamboree,’ this layout has plenty ox 
entertainment in its rather lengthy 
58 minutes. Bert Wheeler, very ably 
straighted by Hank Ladd, comes 
on at the very beginning and works 
skillfully throughout the entire 
works, even staying on for an extra 
sesh of smart talk down in one 
after the curtains are drawn. Comic 
knows his way around a stage and 
stint here is made to order for him. 

After several moments of Zaggineg, 
Wheeler starts matters with a mod- 
ernistic acro control by Lucille Page. 
Makes spot for Sparks with his 
typical talking wk. deadpan deliv- 
ery, good for some laughs. Screen 
name got a healthy response on en- 
trance and stays on just long enough 
to register satisfactorily. After more 
crossfire by Wheeler and Ladd, in 
which latter heckles comic to good 

returns, Smoothies step out for setto 
of three-way vocalizing. 


Two lads and femme have been 


here before but have developed con- 
siderably. Do arrangements of ‘3 
Little Sisters,” ‘There Ain't No Swing’ 
interlaced with impressions of radio 
singers through the years and, as 
a strong clincher, ‘This Is Worth 
Fighting For.’ Encore bit, with mu- 
sicians from house orch giving out 
with ‘Its Delovely,’ is good for laughs 
and demand from stubholders for 
more. 

Buster West next with gagging. 
knockabout and hoofery in which 
Ernest Goodhart and Miss Page 
pitch in. Wheeler winds up matters 
this time bringing on a femme stooge 
and continuing after curtain piece 
with his funny ‘dirt’ about the acts 
on the show while munching on a 
sandwich. 

Biz good, with stage show credited 
mostly on word-of-mouth publicity. 

Burm. 





PALOMAR, SEATTLE 


Seattle, July 30. 
McCarthy's Dogs, Dick Baldwin, 
Charles Stewart, ZaSu Pitts, Kay 








It’s all) 


Mayfield, Jack & June Carr, Al Uhle’s 
House Orch; ‘So’s Your Aunt Emma’ 
(Monrv) and ‘Top Sergeant’ (U). 





ZaSu Pitts, in her first personal 
here, proves a potent boxoffice mag- 
net, going over big with her familiar 
hand-wringing, fluttery dame char- 
acter. Aided by Dick Baldwin, 
Charles Stewart and Kay Mayfield, 
mild script is milked to the limit. 

Al Uhles’ augmented band is on 
stage and gives a good account of 
itself in a well-arranged medley of 
pops at mid-show. McCarthy's Dogs 
open, with a nicely turned routine 
of tricks, climaxed by one pooch’s 
clamber up a tall ladder for a high 
dive into McCarthy’s arms. 

Baldwin and Stewart are on next 
for songs and patter, self-accom- 
panied on the ukelele, with Stewart 
kidding ‘Old Man River’ and chim- 
ing in on ‘Comin’ Round the Moun- 
tain’ in swing tempo. A _ buildup 
brings on Miss Pitts attired in a 
misfitting military outfit. Got a big 
hand, and jokes on the lighter side of 
the war plus an impersonation of an 
impersonator doing an impersonation 
of herself singing ‘Hands,’ was good 
for further applause. All she had to 
do was flutter and the crowd roared. 

Kay Mayfield, blonde warbler and 
looker, does ‘When Irish Eyes Are 
Smiling’ and ‘He Wears a Pair of 
Silver Wings’ for a big hand, encor- 
ing with ‘Gianina Mia.’ The star is 
then on with Baldwin and Stewart 
for some fooling, followed by orch 
medley. Jack and June Carr then 
take over for a nice display of tap- 
ping, each scoring in singles,. par- 
ticularly Jack in a scarecrow routine. 

Miss Mayfield, Baldwin and Stew- 
art then pull plenty of laughs with 
business about how a girl should be 
kissed, getting all possible out of the 
‘now watch me’ stuff, which the 
crowd liked immensely. The head- 
liner then back for a brief ‘thank 
you’ and introduction to ‘Aunt 
Emma’ on the screen. 

Company goes into the Beacon, Van- 
couver, B. . for a week, after 
which Miss Pitts goes to New York 
to rehearse a play which is scheduled 
to open in Princeton. Reed. 


EARLE, WASH. 





Washington, Aug. 1. 
Stubby Kaye, Floy & Martha 
Read, Acromaniacs (3), Music 
Makers, Roxyettes, Joe Lombardi’s 
House Orch; ‘Gay Sisters’ (WB). 





Something’s wrong when the acro- 





| show. 


bats get the lustiest hand in a combo 


And the|V<Jdeville program. In this case it 
the | was a lack of laughs and an emcee 


| with introductories as punchless as 


|a WCTU tea. 

Harry Anger has given this ‘Our 
Town’ revue a very neat village 
crossroads set, with a miniature 
bandstand in the middle. Roxyettes 
open with some smart stepping and 
the Music Makers, quartet of instru- 
mentalists, step down from. the 
bandstand. Opening number is thin 
| because the accordionist carrying air 
ii too remote from the mike. 
|‘Summertime’ in sultry tempo is too 
|slow for the spot. Wake ’em up with 
some scorchin: jive and the drummer 
getting in some hot licks solo. Stubby 
Kaye, given an entrance by Roxy- 
ettes, spreads his 
Hefty comic gets im the groove 
when he launches’ into his regular 
routine, hitting the bullseye with his 
Satire on various types of laughter 
and some eccentric stepping. 

Read sisters, attractively costumed, 
harmonize pops to good results, get- 
ting top response for ‘Under the 
Apple Tree’ and ‘‘1ip Ahoy.’ The 
Acromaniacs, smooth and agile acro- 
bats, make every moment count. 
They earned the encore and fol- 
lowed up with two minutes of 
hokum athletics. Easily the hit of 
the bill. 

Trailers close after the Roxyettes, 
in buff uniforms, do drum chorus for 
Cohan’s ‘Grand Old Flag,’ in a reai 
hooray finish. Girls are well re- 
hearsed in routines, with Scotch 
waltz clog one of their best. Joe 
Lombardi’s band, augmented by in- 
s‘trumentalists on stage, give neat ac- 
companiment. 

Six rows of standees at opening 
Arke. 








first chestnuts. 


STATE, N. Y. 








Barry Wood, Sheila Barrett, Jackie 
| Miles, Georges & Jalna, Miller Bros. 
& Lois (3), The Fredysons (7), 
| Ruby Zwerling’s House Orch; ‘Flight 
| Lieutenant’ (Col), reviewed in 
| ‘Variety’ current issue. 


Strong stage setup here this week, 

with string of established acts, is 
doing much to overcome rather 
| lightweight screen fare. It's paying 
ioff nicely at the b.o., judging by 
near-capacity house opening (Thurs- 
day) night. Essentially it’s the draw 
of Barry Wood, champ bond sales- 
man (so he’s introduced) and singer 
on ‘Hit Parade’ Saturday night radio 
show, and Sheila Barrett that’s get- 
ting the customers in. Bat sur- 
rounding talent makes for the 
smooth vaudeville entertainment 
fore and aft. 

Miss Barrett is doing the Ethel 
Barrymore-Gertrude Lawrence 
luncheoning takeoff, plus the Bronx 
torch singer and the deb drunk in a 
cocktail lounge for this engagement. 
All popular with the State aud, with 
the indignant femme inebriate out- 
standingly laughable. 

Wood easily lived up to his radio 
rep on his appearance here, picking 
his tunes well for stage work. ‘This 
Is Worth Fighting For’ gets special 
emphasis, with films used to back- 
ground. 

Georges and Jalna, billed ‘society’s 
favorite dancers,’ overcome _ such 
identification with their assortment 
of light-stepping ballroom dance ar- 
rangements geared for general ap- 
peal. Do waltz, tango, then a spe- 
cial number done to Jerome Kern's 
‘Day Dreaming’ and rounded out 
with a modern foxtrot. High score 
here. 

Whole show is m.c.d by Jackie 
Miles in glib fashion. Miles is on 
next-to-closing with his assortment 
of laugh material, including the 
burlesque theatre butcher and his 
version of how Bing Crosby learned 
his particular style of crooning. 
Clickeroo with this house from his 
opening gag and had to beg the audi- 
| ence to let the final stage turn go 
lon. He’s already proved himself in 
|niteries just as effectively. 

Miller Brothers and Lois, two col- 
ored boys and girl partner, set them- 
selves in solid with their familiar 
tapstering. Swift steps on raised 
platforms go over best. Fredysons 
lineup of seven acrobats and tum- 
blers open and click easily, a double 
backwards somersault onto the chair 
balanced high on a pole being the 
payoff stunt. 

Biz close to capacity at this show. 

Wear. 








CIRCLE, INDPLS. 





Indianapolis, July 31. 

Horace Heidt Orch with Frankie 
Carle, Fred Lowery, Donna and her 
Don Juans, Gordon MacRae, Ollie 
O’Toole, Charlie Goodman, Bernie 
Mattinson, Mimi Cabanne, Jerry 
Bowne, Sunrise Serenaders, 3 Trum- 
peters; ‘Moonlight Masquerade’ 
(Rep). 





Horace Heidt 
for the house 


is making his bid 
record at the Circle 


tertainment' values. Thirty per- 
formers, including the orchestra, are 
on the stage in the course of a 
snappy, quick-change program run- 
ning an hour and a quarter at the 
opening. 

Heidt is still using his avidience- 
participation stunts. Calling three 
service men and three girls from the 
house, he pairs them off in contests 
identifying theme music of top bands 
(his own wasn’t recognized), leading 
the orchestra, dancing and hanging 
clothes on a wash line; with dollar 
prizes for the swift ones. 





with a show long on variety and en- | 


introduces Roy Cordell, Jr., a likely 
lad of 17, just up from Shreveport, 
La., in ‘Always in My Heart? and 


ence the idea it’s a test engagement. 
The Glee Club, the Serenaders and 
other ensembles provide sock back- 
grounds for soloists. Heidt himself 
hosts the show neatly, kidding, 
clowning and reminding the audi- 
ence, even at the last, that ‘the show 
is just about to start now.’ Every- 
body seemingly had a good time, in- 
cluding Heidt. Corb. 


PALACE, CLEVE. 


Cleveland, Aug. 1. 
Lawrence Welk’s Orch (13), Bill 
Kaylor, Jayne Walton, Oxford Trio, 
Pat Henning & Betty Raye; ‘Private 
Buckaroo’ (U). 








Almost a musical marathon is 
dished up by this modest summer- 
weight combination at the Palace, 
which unwisely teams Lawrence 
Welk’s orch on stage with Harry 
James’ jivers and Andrews Sisters 
on screen in ‘Private Buckaroo.’ It’s 
too much syncopation even for the 
swing-crazy gluttons and it’s not 
pulling enough of them. 

Welk may be well known around 
the local ballroom circuit but he’s 
only a fair drawing card on his in- 
itial vaude appearance here. His 
softly flowing ‘champagne music,’ 
while a bit patterned after Wayne 
King’s or Shep Fields’ old outfit, is 
restfully dulcet compared to the 
average band. On the other hand, 
it’s better suited for dancehalls than 
such large vaude deluxers as this 
one. Doesn’t have either the impact, 
variety of dressy show-pieces that 
the Palace demands of orchestras, 
but the Welk outfit works hard to 
please. 

Dark-haired leader handles an ac- 
cordion neatly in a number of pleas- 
ant solos. particuluarly ‘Canadian 
Capers.’ Everett Olson okay as vio- 
linist and Tommy Sheridan tears out 
some acceptable boogie-woogie on 
ivories. Couple of the boys are 
pretty corny in a comedy number, 
but Jayne Walton registers more ex- 
vertly in singing ‘Flores Negres’—in 
Spanish, followed by. ‘Johnny 
Doughboy’ and ‘Darktown Strutters’ 
Ball.’ Bill Kaylor, tenor will click 
more emovhatically after he gets over 
nervousness, 

Show-savers are Oxford Trio and 
Pat Henning. Latter’s patter with 
Betty Raye is breezy and socky in 
humor. brightened by slapstick falls, 
several comic takeoffs and a climac- 
tic gag that’s a howl. On latter he 
makes a curtain call to take a flash- 
light snapshot of audience as the 
‘first one that ever gave him an en- 
core’ Oxford boys repeat their 
‘Hellzapoppin’ routine of top-notch 
vocal impersonations of name—band 
theme songs. They earned the 
heftiest hand, selling their stuff so 
robustly that Welk’s soloists have a 
tought time following them. ; 

Opening matinee trade exception- 
ally poor. Pullen. 


ORIENTAL, CHI 


Chicago, July 31. 
‘International Casino Revue’ with 








Hal Sherman, Vic Hyde, 3 Make- 
Believes, Emmett Oldfield & Co., 
Martin & Allen, Sunny Hudson 
Dancers, Les Scott, Lee Kelson, 5 
Crackerjacks, Line (24); ‘In Old 
California’ (Rep). 

This relic, after months on the 


road, hove into the Oriental after a 
tour of west coast cities. Company 
of dancers, singers and comedians 
appear somewhat shabbv in cos- 
tuming and lack freshness. 

Built along lines of a miniature, 
old time revue, the showgirls, line of 
|dancers, tableaux, production num- 





It’s hands across the footlights|bers, the uniformed tenor at the 
again at the finale as the band plays | mike, all the moth-eaten elements 
service songs, asking representatives | are there. 
|of the various branches to stand,| The line doesn’t vary from the 
|then calls on audience to rise and|routine. Their numbers include a 
|sing ‘God Bless America.’ The band |‘Golddigger’s Parade,’ ‘Can-Can 
j}also does a nifty rifle drill for an- | Revelations,’ ‘Indian Serenade,’ and 


other martial note. 


The boys are|a ‘Victory Finale,’ with each of the 


good at their stunts, with everybody girls representing one of the United 


| going 
| routine. 

Frankie Carle, introduced as co- 
leader now, stops the show with his 
clever work at the keyboard. A 
medley of favorites, including his 
own tunes, goes over big and 
‘Twelfth Street Rag’ even bigger. 
Ollie A’Toole mimics the voices of 
Charles Boyer, Katharine Hepburn, 
Fred Allen, Charlie McCarthy and 
Edgar Bergen, Elmer Davis, H. V. 
Kaltenborn and Gabriel Heatter to 
perfection, then goes to town with 
lip impression of Bill Robinson doing 
a triple time step. His trick of 
dialog is particularly neat. 

Fred Lowery’s whistling is as sweet 
and sharp as ever in ‘Sleepy 
Lagoon’ and ‘Rhapsody in Blue,’ the 
latter ambitious and well received. 
Donna and the Don Juans exhibit 
their relaxed rhythms in a smart 
arrangement of ‘I Met Her on a 
Monday.’ The show is chock full of 
singers. Gordon McCrea capably 
does ‘Heavenly Hideaway’ and ‘This 
Is Worth Fighting For.’ Mimi 
Cabanne and Steve Merrill blend 
romantic voices on ‘I Remember 
You.” Jerry Brown, the cut-up, 
makes comedy effects of ‘Arthur 
Murray Taught Me Dancing. Heidt 





daffy in a comedy — 


Nations, parading to the tenor’s ren- 
dition of the now-familiar patriotic 
medlev. 

Hal Sherman, a clever hoofer,-has 
ia dry humor and tells comedy tidbits 
in deadpan that seemed to please the 
audience. He’s on a little too long, 
however, Three Make-Believes, 
nantomimists, do interpretations of 
records by the Andrews Sisters, 
played off-stage. They’re plenty 
good and their synchronization is 
nifty. 

Vic Hyde, one-man band, plays 
three trumpets simultaneously in 
creditable fashion and gives. be- 
lievable renditions of popular band 
theme songs. 

Emmett Oldfield Co. proves cap- 
able comedy acrobats, although the 
turn is replete with many humorous 
twists used by others in the field. 
Les Scott provides a novelty by 
bouncing all over the stage on a 
pogo stick. Martih and Allen are 
smooth, graceful acrobats. The Five 
Crackerjacks, youngsters, have a 
good bag of acrobatic twists, turns 
and somersaults. Les Kelson’s sing- 
ing is so-so. 

Troupe was forced to come in by 
freight train from Milwaukee what 
with the Army commandeering roll- 
ing stock. Loop. 





builds him up by giving the audi-| 





ROXY, N. Y. 





Paul Gerrits, Hermanos Williams 
Trio, Ben Deva, Four Macks, Martha 
Sweet, Gae Foster Roxyettes, Paul 
Ash Roxy Theatre Orch; ‘They All 





Kissed Bride’ (Col), reviewed in 
‘Variety,’ June 3. 
Accent being on comedy and 


novelty, this week’s stageshow here 
makes agreeably diverting summer 
fare. Has been nicely staged and 
moves at a fast pace. 


Paul Gerrits m.c.’s the show as 
well as doing his regular stint, in- 
cluding the monolog at the dining 
table and his particularly clever 
juggling routine while on _ roller 
skates. While his talk about Earl 
Carroll’s place on the Coast is some- 
what of a plug, it turns into a good 
gag. 

In addition to the laughs and 
novelty supplied by Gerrits, show 
includes Ben Dova with his drunk 
act. Dova was recently at the Music 
Hall with his stew antics and the 
swaying lamp-post stunting. He 
was well liked here, when caught. 


The Hermanos Williams Trio, 
spotted in a Spanish setting, sug- 
gest the Russian more strongly, 


especially the costumes of the male 
acrobatic team and the Russe num- 
ber sung ‘by the girl member, who 
works with a phony guitar. While 
the Williams men perform acrobatics 
with exceptional smoothness, the 
stunts are of a comparatively sim- 
ple nature, or at least look to be 
fairly easy. However, what's done 
is with fine grace and precision. 


The skating portion of Gerrits’ 
turn is topped by a very effective 
line number by the Gae Foster Roxy- 
ettes who swing Indian clubs, also 
used by Gerrits. Part of this pro- 
duction sequence are the Four 
Macks, crackerjack roller-skating 
quartet of two men and two women, 
The swivel spin makes for a strong 
finish. 

Martha Sweet, songstress, who ap- 
peared in the club-swinging number 
with the Foster line, was out of the 
last show Friday night (31), for 
balance of engagement due to illness. 

Roxyettes open the show in a very 
clever number suggesting a Douglas 
Leigh sign. 

Business Friday night very good. 

Char. 


EARLE, PHILLY 





Philadelphia, Aug. 1. 
Tommy Dorsey Orch (28) with 
Ziggy Elman, Buddy Rich, Frank 
Sinatra, Jo Stafford, Pied Pipers, 
Bobby Lane & Edna Ward, Paul 
Regan; ‘Dr. Broadway’ (Par). 





Tommy Dorsey’s band is riding the 
crest of the wave in Philly these 
days in the juke box hit parade and 
this is evidenced by the terrif mobs 
of the Quakertown’s younger set 
heading for the Earle. But the kids 
must be a mite disappointed in their 
idol. 

Mebbe it was because the boys 
were playing their seventh show 
when caught, or mebbe it was the 
heat, but Dorsey and his boys were 
inclined to cut up too much onstage, 
spoiling what might have been a top- 
notch show. The clowning of the 
tooters, headed by Ziggy Elman and 
Buddy Rich, became _ contagious, 
with the audience becoming unruly. 
Result was that the vocalists and 
other performers were heckled and 
the thing was well on its way to 
becoming a clambake before the cur- 
tain came down. 

But among his fans, the king could 
do no wrong. Every number was 
greeted with solid applause and 
whistling, and when it was over the 
ovation was deafening. 

Making his first appearance here 
in more than three years, and the 
first time since he’s added the string 
section, Dorsey and his lads tee off 
with their theme, ‘Geiting Senti- 
mental Over You.’ From then it’s 
a mixture of Dorsey specials and top- 
kickers on the hit parade: ‘Jersey 
Bounce,’ ‘Sleepy Lagoon,’ ‘Hawaiian 
War Chant,’ ‘Song of India,’ ‘Get It,” 
and a= stirring patriotic medley 
played behind a scrim on which the 
Army, Navy, Marines and Air Corps 
do their stuff while the band plays 
the anthems of each arm of the 
service. 

Frank Sinatra’s melodious voice 
nets him plenty of kudoes, but the 
guy had a tough time bucking the 
opposition of the kibitzers down 
front and on the bandstand. Sinatra 
is solid with ‘Without a Song,’ ‘This 
Love of Mine,’ ‘Skylark,’ ‘Poor You’ 
and teams with the Pied Pipers for a 
couple including ‘I'll Take Tallulah,’ 
‘Never Smile Again,’ ‘Last Call for 
Love.’ 

Rounding out the show are a 
couple of clever acts. Paul Regan, 
mimic, has plenty of talent and lots 
of material. He could, however, im- 
prove his stint by cutting out some 
of the cornier stuff and keeping only 
his best bits, which are really clever. 
He has a super-abundance of ma- 
terial, and his act is a bit over-long. 

Dancers Lane and Ward have an 
entertaining and ~ novel acrobatic 
turn. 

They were lined up in the lobby 
when caught (Saturday night). Shal 
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STANLEY, PITT 


Pittsburgh, July 31. 
Sammy Kaye Orch (16), 3 Non- 
chalants, Sterner Sisters (2), Nancy 
Norman, Tommy Ryan, Arthur 
Wright, Don Cornell, Billy Williams, 
3 Kaydets; ‘Kid Glove Killer’ (M-G). 





Just back from Hollywood, where 
he and his band made their screen 
debut in Sonja Henie’s ‘Iceland’ 
(20th), Sammy Kaye’s putting on a 
bang-up hour of music and enter- 
tainment here. His outfit remains 
one of the very few in the name 
field to stay A-1 in spite of 1-A and, 
although flock of changes have been 
made, replacements are satisfactory 
in every case. Like good wine, the 
Kaye style improves with age and 
it’s now achieved a smooth, silken 
razor-edge that’s as gentle on the 
ear as the rustle of nylon. Even the 
strong brass has a muted restraint 
about it. 

Kaye gives the customers plenty 
for their coin including a_ good- 
looking set with several backdrops, 
keeping the general production it- 
self right at the level of his music. 
It’s a fast 60 minutes, with no time 
out for encores and everything run- 
ning on clipped, concise schedule. 
Band consists of two pianos, two 
guitars, drums, bass, three trom- 
bones, two trumpets, five saxes and 
Kaye himself on the clarinet occa- 
sionally. Maestro has developed as 
a showman considerably in last 
couple of years and now sparks the 
incidental comedy like a_ veteran. 
Plenty of laughs cooked up when 
Kaye announces ‘another of our 
romantic singers* and entire gang 
starts rushing to get down front. 
Used several times, but never over- 
done and always good for guffaws. 

Show gets away smartly with 
‘Jingle, Jangle,’ warbled by the three 
Kaydets, and ‘Left My Heart at 
Stage Door Canteen.’ with the vocal 
by Don Cornell. That leads into 
Sterner Sisters, couple of local gals 
who were last here several months 
ago at Nixon in touring ‘Hellzapop- 
pin. They're a pair of blondly at- 
tractive sexappealers who dance 
with easy grace and natural charm, 
and who keep their smartly-polished 
routines out of the commonplace 
grooves. A clicko turn on anybody’s 
bill and over big here. Nancy Nor- 
man, Kaye’s first femme singer, fol- 
lows with “Take Me’ and ‘Wonder 
When My Baby’s Coming Home,’ 
and she’s a plumply pretty youngster 
with a refreshing style and quite a 
bit in the pipe-line. 

Band has a corking arrangement 
of ‘My Gal Sal.’ with clarinet sextet 
leading off, the trumpets picking it 
up and the saxes finishing it off: 
‘Sleepy Lagoon’ is another high spot, 
with Art Wright singing, and Kaye’s 
&ypsy song medley also carries a 
musical wallop. Latter has a hoofing 
interlude by the Sterners in’ native 
costume and gives the inning just 
the right fillip. Tommy Ryan, 
Kaye’s ace tenor, mops up with 
‘Johnny Doughboy’ and ‘Begin the 
Beguine,’ backed by the choir. The 
‘Modern Design’ tune’s an okay en- 
try, with the audience coming in on 
the rising barrups, and for their 
next-to-closing, band gives out with 
a strong patriotic number in ‘Let’s 
Bring New Glory to Old Glory,’ from 
‘Iceland.’ and Kaye’s only reference 
to his film-making. 

Three Nonchalants clean up, as 
usual, with their comedy™acrobatics, 
and continue to be just about one 
of best turns of its type in the busi- 
ness. Of course, that meek, mild 
little fellow on top could make even 
a couple of muscle-bound day 
laborers look good. ‘So You Want 
To Lead A Band?’ stunt follows, and 
it's a sock novelty plenty of band 
leaders probably wish they’ had 
thought of first. Biz big. Cohen. 


KEITH’S, INDPLS. 





Indianapolis, Aug. 1. 
Archie Robbins, Stan Ross, Hally 
Chester, Harris Berger, Keller Sis- 
ters, Paul & Pettit, Ted Leary, Dona- 
tella Bros. & Carmen (5); ‘Escape 
from Crime’ (WB). 





‘Calling All Stars’ is the title of 
the current show at Keith's, but 
there’s no getting away from the 


fact that it’s straight vaudeville, one 
of the best bills of the season. Ted 
Leary slickly m.c.s but there’s no 
line of girls or other ornaments to 


Bild the lily. Just acts, and the 
customers are happy. 
Archie Robbins rates headline 


honors with his sock one-man variety 
show—gags, and parodies, impres- 
sions and what have you. He's 
bursting with personality, and radi- 
ates good humor. He brings on a 
stooge, Stan Ross, made up to look 
like a refugee from the morgue, who 
Joins him in series of clever imper- 
sOnations, Ross going through the 
motions in the spotlight while Rob- 
bins does the voice parts through a 
blacked-out mike. Lionel Barry- 
more, Ned Sparks and George Arliss 
are their victims. Most of it is 
comedy, but it ends on a patriotic 
note as they do Abraham Lincoln 
&iving a massage for today. 
Surprise of the show is the turn 
of Hally Chester and Harris Berger, 
two of Hollywood's ‘Little Tough 
Guys,’ who forget they’re minor film 


personalities on a personal appear- 
ance and prove they’re real enter- 
tainers. Their comedy is noisy, 
juvenile stuff but it goes. For a 
climax Berger sings ‘Frenesi’ (voice 
is fair) while Chester does a Carmen 
Miranda burlesque. 


The Keller Sisters put a lot of 
sock into fine arrangements of ‘Don’t 
Sit Under Apple Tree.’ ‘I Don’t Want 
t> Walk Without You’ and ‘Jingle, Jan- 
gle.” The girls have a lot more show 
sense than most of the sweet young 
harmony teams that break away 
from the bands. Ted Leary is there 
with his line of ‘personal’ stories. 
Scotch jokes and new words to pop- 
ular songs. The Donatella Brothers | 
and Carmen (really a family act, ; 
because papa: and mama are in it, 
too) give a lively touch of bright 
musical novelty to the bill. The 





two boys play the accordion, “sister 
dances, papa solos on the shepherd's | 
horn and mama goes to town with | 
her tambourine. Paul, the active | 
member of Paul and Pettit, does | 
some spectacular hand-balancing. | 
He comes down a ramp and across | 
the stage with roller skates on his| 
paws, Corb. 


— } 


| 


EMBASSY, N. Y. | 


(NEWSREEL) 


Newsreel compilation is much | 
along the usual pattern at this the- 
atre, amply documented with war- | 
time backgrounds and highlighted by | 
a couple of excellent specials, Tex 
McCrary and John W. Vandercook. 
The latter is guesting for H. V. Kal- 
tenborn. 


Fox has one of the most interest- 
ing clips of the week in the manhunt 
called by the FBI for three enemy 
agents. FBI asks the nation to join 
the hunt for the Nazi saboteurs, 
flashing photographs on the screen, 
with Fox amplifying the item with a 
vivid stock shot of an American be- 
ing beaten up by Nazi Bundists at 
the memorable Madison Square Gar- 
den, N. Y., rally. Dorothy Thompson 
is shown being hustled out by the 
gendarmes. 


Of prime topical appeal also is the 
Par clip of the trial of the eight Nazi 
saboteurs in Washington, with the 
Supreme Court weighing the pleas 
for a civil court trial. Par’s treat- 
ment of ‘the subject is, of course, 
strictly limited, due to official cen- 
sorship, with only a brief shot of 
the accused presented, Justice Mur- 
phy arriving at the court house and 
stacks of law books being carted in. 

War news includes shots of the 
British forces fighting Rommel in 
Egypt (Par) and closeups of British 
bombers in close-range attacks on 
the Nazi columns; training of glider 
troops (Pathe); flexible gunnery (U); 
medicos in maneuvers (Par) under 
simulated front-line conditions; Brit- 
ish Women’s Auxiliary Army group | 





in some slick precision drilling | 
(Pathe). Outstanding is the Fox clip 
on the U. S. Army war show in 


Detroit. 


Miscellaneous items include a baby 
derby (Fox); a mule derby (U); Sea- 
biscuit retired to his Kentucky farm 
(Fox); Shut Out winning the Arling- 
ton Park classic (Pathe). 

Vandercook answers negatively the 
query as to whether the ‘second front’ 
will come too late and takes the view 
that Japan can be defeated by direct 
attack so that it will not be neces- 
sary to retake the Allied territory 
lost first. Mori. 


CAPITOL, WASH. 





Washington, Aug. 1. 


Martha Raye, Condos Bros. (2),| 
Steve Evans, Lynn Allison, Rockets, | 
Sam Jack Kaufman’s House Orch. 
‘Jackass Mail’ (M-G). 


It’s all Martha Raye in this 52 min- 
utes of fast revue. Wide-mouthed 
comic bellows and mugs, sings and 
cracks wise, kicks off her slipper and 
tears her hat, in a routine that taps 
a reservoir of energy for the re- 
ported 5,000 frogskins she coilects 
for this F street personal. 

Opens with ‘Great Day Coming, | 
Manana,’ interspersing the lyrics 
with her own observations in a stag- 





gered arrangement that fits her 
peculiar style. Followed by Mr. 
|Paganini’ and ‘5 O’clock Whistle, 


punctuated with jokes about her re- 
cent tour of the army camps. Her | 
symmetrical gams are freely dis- 
played in a couple of deft hand- 
springs. 

Condos Bros. only had eight min- 
utes, but began where most tapsters 
leave off. As precision steppers 
they’re great and the audience, hun- 
gry for terpsichore by masters, 
poured it out for the team. Steve 
Evans starts off in low gear, but then 
works into his hunky souse, and 
winds up with other giggle and 
laugh imitations. Lynn Allison’s 
coloratura has all its defects ac- 
cented by the microphone. She is} 
best in topical stuff. 

The Rockets are introduced by an 
invisible Sam Jack Kaufman, recit- 
ing ‘One Dozen Roses,” special lyrics 
devised by production manager 
Gene Ford. Stage is effectively 
trimmed with green and silver fan 








|for red-coated orchestra on band 
| car. 

Capacity -business for last show | 
Friday (30). Arke. | 


| Remos. 


| Coeds 


CHICAGO, CHI 


: Chicago, July 31. 
Ozzie Nelson Orch (13) with 
Harriet Hilliard, Bernie Jones; Bob 
Dupont, Armando & Lita; ‘Take a 
Letter, Darling’ (Par). 








_ Ozzie Nelson is still a fresh-look- 
ing, young and pleasing band leader 
with an engaging grin that isn’t hard 
to take. He made au easy conquest 
of his opening-show audience and 
they approved his songs, comedy tid- 


|bits and original duets with Harriet 


Hilliard (Mrs. Nelson) 


Nelson does not rely on 
prowess with any instrument to win 
his audience. Nor does he put on 
any melodramatic high-pressure. 
However, he has a slow, easy-going 
charm that easily insinuates its way 
over the footlights. 

Miss Hilliard’s entrance in a flame- 
colored gown is the high point of 
the show. Her graciousness and 
willingness to encore are winning 
factors. 

Although she does a couple of pop 
numbers very well, it is the Nelsons’ 
dueied arrangement of the novelty, 
‘Come on, Get Up!’ that holds the 
greatest appeal. This is amusing and 


has plenty of sock. ,Their rendition | 


of ‘How About You,’ as a boy and 
girl who are trying to impress each 


other would do it, is also good 
entertainment. 
Standard comedy dancers are 


Armando and Lita, who start doing 
a straight ballroom stint which soon 
becomes a brawl, with the male of 
the team losing his trousers and the 
femme taking numerous prattfalls. 
Pair is expert in its work but one 
sees too many of these comedy dance 
teams who utilize the same tricks. 


Bernie Jones, a member of the | 


band, is a good comedian who does 
popular son#s in Swedish dialect. 
Bob Dupont’s comedy juggling is 
still done with precision and skill. 
The audience liked him. His best 
turn, of ccurse, is juggling a couple 
of plates and an apple, taking bites 
out of the fruit on the way around 
until it is completely consumed. 
Loop. 


MUSIC HALL, A. C. 


(STEEL PIER) 





Atlantic City, Aug. 2. 
Paul Remos Co. (2), Nick Lucas, 
Bradfords (2), Hollywood Coeds 
(2), Dick Dana, Charles Kemper, 


Eddie Kaplan, George Haggerty, Ben | 


Yost Singers (9), Music Hall Orch 
(11); ‘Dr. Broadway’ (Par). 





Paui kemos with his midgets and 
Nick Lucas and his guitar head a 
good bill at Music Hall this week. 
While show has fewer acts than 
usual, Modern Minstrel parts have 
been built up with numerous 
comedy skits and so show runs 90 
minutes; 

Midgets talk, dance and perform 
av obatics to receive enthusiastic ap- 
plause, climaxed when one little 
fellow plays xylophone perched atop 
jo.¢ pole balanced on shoulder of 
At same time other midget 
is balanced aloft by one foot on side 
of pole. 


_Lucas, accompanied by guitar, 
sings ‘One Dozen Roses’ followed by | 
‘Johnny Doughboy’ and ‘Painting 
Clouds.” Encores with ‘Tiptoeing 


Through Tulips,’ which is good for 
nuch applause and is followed by 
‘Side By Side,’ brought up to date 


with appropriate war theme. Re- 
ceived big hand at show caught 
Sunday (2). 


The Bradfords please in nice balls 


room turn, going into a combination | 
tapping performance | 


ballroom and 
which was well received. Hollywood 
is (2) in white chiffon and 
sequins, execute some fast spins 
while tapping out rhythms and show 
neat teamwork in acrodancing. 


Ben Yost Singers give their 
usually good performance, with 
special notice for their vocals of | 


‘Summertime,’ ‘It Ain’t Necessarily 
So’ and other selections from ‘Porgy 
and Bess.’ 

Dick Dana emcees show and serves 
as straight for numerous 
skits of the Modern Minstrels, which 
feature Eddie Kaplan, Charlie 
Kemper and George Haggerty. 

Music Hall filled at show caught 
Sunday. Carter. 











Bond Drive 


Continued from page 1 











paign and shoot the works for a 
surplus return despite the shortage 
of time and the possibility that the 
picture people may not agree; to 
wait for and participate in the La- 
bor Drive, although this will prob- 
ably be sans the support of the ra- 
dio stations and legit theatres; to 
wait until the Treasury Department 
sees its way clear to set aside a 


| week, or at the most a fortnight, 
| for the non-picture sectors of show- 


biz to beat their drum for the sale 
of war bonds and stamps. 





Charlie Barnet band, which re- 
cently finished a month at Steel Pier, 
Atlantic City, goes back there for 
three more weeks, opening Aug. 24. 
Band is now at Strand theatre, N. Y 


his | 


comedy | 


YACHT CLUB BOYS (4) 
Comedy Singing 

15 Mins. 

| Park Central Hotel, N. Y. 


Playing their first night club date 
in some five years, Yacht Club Boys, 
| boasting two newcomers, continue 
|in about the same tempo that made 
| the foursome standout among com- 
,edy quartets for nearly 10 years. 
| Still follow the style of almost spiel- 
| ing a song, with a fresh gag line on 
every verse. Current array of tunes 
are nicely picked for a night club 
audience, with double-entendre or 
straight blue lines deftly handled by 
the four boys. . 

Present combo includes Charlie 
Adler and George Kelly, from the 
original outfit of 1932, with Rodney 
| McLennon and Billy Dwyer the new 

additions. Two newcomers fit in 
| nicely, working together at one mike 








while the vets use another. McLen- 
non and Dwyer are in the groove In 
following the rapid-fire wordage. 

| Opener is ‘We Like New York, 
| being one of their whimsys in which 
'they take an imaginary trip. ‘Woo- 
Woo’ is almost exclusively in the 
|blue category, and a cleanup for 
\laughs. ‘Spain, Spain’ is in much 
| the same idiom. 

| ‘Saroyan,’ used as an encore, is 4 
| kidding travesty on super-super film 
productions, with the legit producer 
who went Hollywood as the butt. 
‘Doctor Schledder’ is entirely gag- 
ging, with a chart depicting femme 
beauty used for a satirical lecture 
by the bogus medico. Looks like 
this is a new creation and it went 
over nicely. Wear. 











‘BOBBY TABLES 

| Dancing 

'5 Mins. 

| Leon & Eddie’s, New York 
| This Negro hoofer builds a stand- 
\ard tap routine into a good dancing 
novelty by biting into the back of a 
‘chair and lifting it over his head 
|while hoofing, and by sinking his 





New Aets 


of the girl on the stock turns and 
whirls seems overly simple. 

On a larger floor with a larger 
mat their work may look better. 


MERCEDITA 
Singing 

9 Mins. 

La Martinique, N. Y¥. 

This girl is a brunet beaut, a wide- 
eyed, dark-eyed Espagnol from 
Cuba. She’s a liquid singer, passable 
but not outstanding, but her physical 
appearance puts her in the standout 
class as a sex-appeal asset for any 
spot, especially one in the Latin- 
American idiom. 

Right now she’s just for cafes, or 
perhaps a strictly singing spot in a 
stage show. A new arrival in the 
U. S., she supposedly can’t dish the 
English lingo, so all that’s left on her 
menu is the singing, al’ Latin tunes, 
and that aura of exotica that must 
not be overlooked in evaluating her 
b.o. appeal. 

When caught here she sang four 
songs, three of ’em ballads and the 
fourth more in the Latin rhythm 
tempo. She gets them over nicely, 
if a little woodenly, but that parade 
interlude during the songs (obviously 
to give the audience a gander at her 
beauty from all angles? is too much 
of a Narcissus display. _She’d be 
better. off with more facial ani- 
mation. 


Besides Mercedita and Castaine 
and Barry (also under New Acts), 
only other act in the show here is 
that of Jay and Lou Seiler, more 
often seen in the picture houses than 
the niteries. Boys are working a 
neat comedy routine as m.c.s of this 
show, interweaving their own dance 
and curved-ski crobatics for best 
results. They have an especially in- 
gratiating. style of bringing on the 
rest of the show, but could punch it 
up further with better patter. 

An added asset here is that line of 
six beauts titled the Mariniqueens, 
but probably most important is the 





lteeth into the edge of a solid table 
|and lifting it off the floor into a 
spin. 
hake atop the table, 
ithem off with his mouth. 
His tapping isn’t bad, although sub- 
| ordinated to the trick molar work, 
and he does some good sliding and 


and carries 


- an ¥ - - x ult 
umping splits, _including a vau 
tz the table into a split. Over 

jsolid here. 


He’s been working vaude theatres 
in this area billed as ‘Snakehips 
| (Davis). 





| 

| CASTAINE & BARRY 

Ballroom Dancing 

5 Mins. 

La Martinique, N. Y. 

| Castaine and Barry are an expert 

|dance team, but, even more to their 

credit, are their youth and cracker- 

|jack appearance. He’s the tall-and- 

| handsome type; she a smart-looking, 

pretty blonde and just as graceful. 
They run through the regulation 

waltz and foxtrot, winding up with a 

ballroom rhumba that’s a strong 

applause-getter. They got over 

handily here when caught and no 

reason why they cal repeat most 

anywhere they play. Scho. 








THE GOLDEN PAIR 
| Acre-balancing 
7 Mins. 
| Leon & Eddie’s, New York 

A good-looking bionde couple who 
‘do a nifty routine df slow motion 
acrobatic and balancing holds. Man 


| wood Show 


expert manner with which Emil 
| Coleman’s band plays the show and 


For a finish he stacks three | Noro Morales’ crack rhumba crew 


gives out for the dancing. Scho. 











Chi Clampdown 


Continued from page 53 

















Lounge and Capitol 
Cocktail Bar are sloted to reopen 
tonight (4). 


Niteries occupy four of most 
prominent Loop. locations with 
Rhumba Casino, where trouble 


Started, playing top attractions. 





Philly Drive 
Philadelphia, Aug. 4 
A drive against the sale of liavor 


to minors in Philly niteries was 
opened over the week-erd by the 
city administration and Navy 
authorities. 


Opening shot in the campaign was 
a raid Saturday night (1) on Lou's 
Moravian Bar, popular mid-city 
boite, at which 42 boys and girls in 
their teens were hauled away in 
patrol wagons, fingerprinted with 
most of them spending the night in 
cells. 

The raid was staged by members 
of the vice squad augmenied by gobs 





works in long black pants and bare 
|torso, the girl in black scanties and 
mesh hose. ‘ 

All of their tricks are good with 
the finish really exceptional; to wit, 
|both are prone, she wraps herself 
|around his arm and he brings her up 
lover his head as he rises. 


| A class act that should do nicely | 


for vaude and possibly for a spot 
in a musical, as well as cafes. 





| MILDRED ‘WACKY’ WAYNE 
Comedienne 

10 Mins. 

Leon & Eddie’s, New York 


| of the Navy’s shore patro!, a:ter 
| complaints reached authorities that 
; youngsters were frequenting spots 


in midtown, since the city quaran- 
tined the ‘Barbary Coast’ on Arch 
street 

Several hundred people, including 
many servicemen, were in the Mora- 
vian Bar when the raiders arrived 
shortly before midnight. All those 
who could prove they were over 21 
were freed. The minors were hauled 
away as were Sam Domsky, alleged 
proprietor, four bartenders and two 





This blonde hoyden, supposedly out 
of Chicago, features a boisterous ad 
lib style that skips the round-hair- 
cuts but will click solid with the 
hep crowd. ; 

Her screwball comedy routine in- | 
cludes some singing—she stretches | 
‘Mr. Paganini* for five minutes—and | 
plenty of footwork that is more like | 
shadow-boxing than dancing and 
repartee with the customers. 
| Strictly for the 
jand the late shows. 
| ROSITA and CAESAR (3) 
Dance 
|10 Mins. 

Leon & Eddie’s, New York 

| This couple and their drum-beater 
\dish out a torrid line of Cuban danc- 
ing that needs the Sudamericano at- 
'mosphere to really click. In the 
nearby La Conga or Havana-Madrid 
\they probably sizzle. 

| Costumes are neat, routines are 
|pleasing, and they handle the mini- 
rae bongoo effectively. 


|THE OLYMPICS (2) 

| Roller Skaters 

i|7 Mins. 

Leon & Eddie’s, New York 

| A routine roller skating act that 
lis adequate as a curtain raiser. Male 
the duo 1 


! 








s so big his handling 


end of 


| 
' 


waitresses. 

Craig Ellis, captain of the vice 
squad, warned that the ‘over 21’ sec- 
tion of the liquor code would be 
strictly enforced from now on. 





Army Officer's Plea 


Columbus, O., Aug. 4. 
Lieut. Col. O. M. Baldinger, com- 


intimate niteries | manding officer of the Lockbourne 


| Air Base, near Columbus, has asked 
the Ohio Board of Liquor Control to 
suspend licenses of improperly oper- 
ated drinking places in the interest 
| of soldiers. He was the sole wit- 
| ness before the board in a license 
revocation action he had instituted 
against the Brysonian night club of 
Shadesville, O. He said his appeal 
was based on a morale issue. No 
immediate decision was made by the 
board on the unprecedented request. 

Objecting to the testimony in its 
entirety was Richard Rector, coun- 
sel for Mrs..Sena Bryson, owner of 
the night club. Earlier, the dance- 
hall permits of six places, including 
the Brysonian, had been revoked by 
| officials at Colonel Baldinger’s re- 
| quest. 
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Tourists Help B'way; ‘Army , $47,600, 
Still SRO; ‘Eileen’ Jumps to $10,000 





Broadway business saw a general 
improvement last week, mostly at- 
tributed to annual vacationists from 
out of town. List’s survivors all ap- 
pear to be turning some profit and 
tha. should apply through August. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 


CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 


‘Angel Street,’ Golden (34th week) 
(D-789; $3.30). Not getting more 
than moderate money, but is in the 
ninth month and indefinite; better- 
ment placed the gross bit over $7,000. 


‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ Fulton 
(80th week) (CD-838; $3.30). Picked 
up rather more than some other run 
shows and registered approximately 
$10,000; cast entirely changed now, 
but that may -:ot affect boxoffice. 


‘Blithe Spirit,’ Booth (38th week) 
(CD-712; $3.30). Laid off last week 
and resumed Tuesday, Mondays be- 
ing out for balance of summer; pace 
had approximated $9,000. 

‘By Jupiter,’ Shubert (9th week) 
(M-1,325; $4.40). Perked up and 
midweek matinee best attended since 
early weeks; one of the leaders, with 
gross around $25,000 mark. 

‘Junior Miss, Lyceum (39th week) 
(CD-1,004; $3.30). Slightly better on 
three-matinees-weekly basis (Mon- 
day night being out); rated around 
$10,000, indefinite. 

‘Life With Father,’ Empire (142d 
week) (C-1,082; $3.30). Longest run 
play in years always gets share of 
visitor trade and again approached 
$10,000 last week; that’s plenty at 
this time. 


‘Let’s Face It,’ Imperial (M-1,450; 


are it could go through new season; 
$47,600; capacity. 

‘Claudia’ St. James (return en- 
gagement) (10th week) (C-1,520; 
$1.65). Will probably be sent on tour 
after this month; dropped recently, 
but better last week, with gross 
around $7,000, which appears to be 
satisfactory. 

REVIVALS 

‘Porgy and Bess,’ Majestic (28th 
week) (M-1,774; $2.75). If upward 
trend is not clearly shown in next 
two weeks, will probably be booked 
on the road in early fall; better last 
week; approached $14,000, 

‘The Merry Widow,’ Carnegie Hall 
(3d week) (M-2,760; $2.20). So well 
attended that engagement will be 
exten@ed beyond this (4th) week; 
estimated around $19,000; ‘The New 
Moon’ will probably follow. 

VAUDE-REVUE 


‘Priorities of 1942,’ 46th St. (19th 
week) (1,347; $2.20). Another vaude- 
ville revue is planned next month 
in this spot, at which time other 
similar attractions are likely: busi- 
ness fair; $14,000 estimated; ‘Beat the 
Band’ next legiter. 


‘BLOSSOM’, $17,400, BEST 
o-YR. B.0. IN L’VILLE 








Louisville, Aug. 4. | 

Biggest week’s gross, estimated at 
$17,400, in the five-year history of the | 
Iroquois Amphitheatre was chalked 
up at the close of a seven-night en- 
gagement Sunday (2) of the peren- 
nial ‘Blossom Time,’ which was the 





$3.30). Laying off, but will resume 
soon (Aug. 17) after a run of 38 | 
weeks; mail orders being taken in 
interim. 

‘My Sister Eileen,’ Beck (84th 
week) (CD-1,214; $1.65). Jumped 


$3,000 over pace at Biltmore; prices 
sliced 50% in new spot, but takings 
went to around $10,000. 
‘Sons o’ Fun,’ Winter Garden (35th 
week) (CD-1,519; $4.40). Another | 
show favored by visitors and has 
capacity to take care of crowds; up 
slightly, with takings 
$23,000. 
‘Star and Garter,’ Music Box (6th 
week) (R-991: $4.40). Little doubt 
about this musical being in the chips 
and there are standees in for all 
performances; rated above $24,000. 


‘Stars on Ice,’ Center (3d week) 
(M-3,000; $1.65). Let out another 
notch and. there were standees in 
big theatre at Wedriesday matinee: 
grossed over $33,000 in regular nine 
performances; Radio City spot helps 
considerably. 

‘Uncle Harry,” Broadhurst (0th 
week) (D-1,142; $3.30). Somewhat 
improved, but will probably not hold 
over into new season; rated around 
$7.500. 


ADDED 
‘This Is the Army,’ Broadway (4th 
week) (R-1,942; $440). Dated to 


play cut this month, but indications 
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Mgt, LOU CLAYTON 
c/o Variety, Hollywood | 























Golden Gate Theatre 
San Francisco—Aug. 13th 


THROW A POSEY TO 
Wm. Wyler 


For His Direction of 
“Mrs. Miniver’’ 

















SINCE (830 
AUTHORS’ REPRESENTATIVE 


Plays for Stage, Screen and Radice 
~- 25“ West 45th Streét, New York 
Sit West 7th Street, Les Angeles 


ithe house Saturday (1) to the Indiana 


around 


piece selected by popular poll as the 
fourth show of the six-week summer 
season. Big booster was a sellout of 


Eileen’ Solid $8,500 
In Hub; Last Week 


Boston, Aug. 4. 
With the Majestic temporaril 
dark, ‘My Sister Eileen,’ at Colonial, 
has the field to itself this week and 
is making hay. It’s the show’s last 
yvveek in town, however, because of 
prior bookings, but 10 weeks for a 
return — ramet is considered 
phenomenal, 
Gross last week was solid at esti- 
mated $8,500. 


EILEEN, $6,500, 
WILL LEAVE 
CHI SOON 


Chicago, Aug. 4. 

‘My Sister Eileen’ is readying to 
leave after having spent some 44 
weeks in town. Harris will take in 
‘Junior Miss’ as replacement arodtnd 
Labor Day. 

In the offing is, ‘Best. Foot For- 
ward,’ due into the Erlanger later 
this month. 


Estimates for Last Week 

‘Good Night Ladies,’ Blackstone 
(16th week) (1,200; $2.75). Holding 
up well, though off of capacity. Fine 
$14,000. 

‘My Sister Eileen,’ Harris (11th 
week) (1,000; $1.65). Advertising 
‘last weeks,’ but will be around here 
a few more sessions. Managed $6,50C 
last week. 


‘ROBERTA’ TEES OFF BIG 
IN 3D ST. L. SHOWING 

















Ordnance Works and Hoosier Ord- | 
nance Plant employees. Both war | 
plants have recreational associations, | 

Frederick De Cordova selected a | 
standout singing cast for the Sig- 
mund Romberg piece, headed by Ed- 
ward Roecker in the role of Franz 
‘Schubert, and ably assisted by Marthe | 
Errole, Dorothy Sandlin and Frank |} 
|Hornaday. Male contingent also in- | 
cluded Rolfe Sedan, Billy Kent and 
| Rollin Bauer. 

Bill for the fifth week of the sea- | 
son, opening yesterday (Monday), is 
‘Naughty Marietta.’ Heading the cast | 
\for the Victor Herbert piece is Joan 
Roberts, Frank Hornaday and Bob 
Lawrence. 


Shuberts Fold Musicals 
In Det.; ‘Blossom’, 126 


Detroit, Aug. 4. 
Although attempt of the Shuberts | 
to launch musicals and revivsls | 











St. Louis, Aug. 4. 


Jerome Kern’s ‘Roberta,’ which 


j|holds the second highest attendance 


record for a one-week stand in the 
Municipal Theatre ‘Assn’s al fresco 
theatre in Forest Park (72,250 in 


11938) is back for its third engage- 


ment and a huge bally is on tap to 
make the current engagement the 
all-time banner high. Despite sev- 
eral showers and cloudy weather 
during the day, the piece opened 
last night (Monday) to a mob of 
10,100 and estimated $4,500 on deck. 
It was the biggest opening night 
crowd of the current season, 

Nancy McCord, who played role 
of Stephanie in previous presenta- 
tions, was brought back to repeat 
for her sole engagement of the sea- 
son and scored. John Tyre, baritone, 
was upped from a supporting role 
to play opposite Miss McCord. Only 
new face in the cast is Ivy Scott, 
Broadway character actress. Others 
to click are Helen Raymond, Bob 


from this center ended dismally,|Shafer, Vicki Cummings, Frederic 
popular-priced drama will continue | Tozere, Carol King, Tommy Wonder, 
to keep the Rialto lit here through- | Sibyl Bowan, Lee Dixon, Al Down- 
out the summer. 


out their musical season at the Cass, | 
although the second week of ‘The 
Merry Widow’ saw it better its 
first week slightly, with an estimated 
$12,000. It did not muve on to Chi- 
cago as planned after the flop, 
ending of ‘Cocktails, 5 to 7,’ which 
folded there swiftly after being the | 
initial venture here. 

However, Billie Burke, in, “The 
Vinegar Tree,’ rolled along blithely 
in her sixth week at th Lafayette, 
collecting an estimated $8,200 at a 
$1.50 top. Comedy will continue 





for another two weeks, when Joe E. 
Brown is set to follow on Aug. 15 in 
‘The Show Off.’ 











|‘Rhine,’ Poor $6,000, 
| Gets Only 1 Philly Wk. 
| 


Philadelphia, Aug. 4. 
The Forrest theatre’s summer legit 
season, interrupted last week when 
it was decided not to hold ‘Watch 
}on the Rhine’ for a second 


| Jane Cowl, supported by Tom Pow- 
jers and John Craven, in a revival of 
|George Bernard Shaw’s ‘Candida.’ 

‘Rhine, although accorded good 
/notices, suffered from the worst 
| weather of the summer and its scant 
sross of estimated $6,000 wasn’t fig- 
| ured enough to warrant h. 0. ‘Can- 
— will employ same scale of $2 
op. 


| 





‘Romance’ 6G in Toronto 





Toronto, Aug. 4. 

With Elissa Landi starring, Edward 
Sheldon’s ‘Romance’ did a splendid 
estimated $6,300 at the Royal Alex- 
andra here, with 1,551-seater scaled 
at $1.50 top. Play could have held 
ovey for a second week, but for 
contract with Gloria Swanson in 
‘Reflected-Glory:’’ 

Miss Landi- returns here week of 








Aug. 31 in Maxwell Anderson’s 
‘Mary of Scotland.’ 








weck, | 
starts again next Monday (10) with | 


Shuberts washed jing, Lorraine Bridges and Jeanne 


Hempel. 

Vincent Youman’s ‘Wildflower’ 
closed first engagement here (seven 
nights) Sunday (2) with a satisfac- 
tory b.o. score. Piece drew total of 
55,006 payees who laid approximately 
$31,000 on the line, 


‘Moon’ Fine $9,000 In 
Big Newark Filmer 


Newark, Aug. 4. 
‘The Moon Is Down’ wound up a 








; week’s stay at the Mosque Sunday 
1(2). 


|showing a neat profit. 


zetting an estimated $9,000 and 
House picked 
up close to $10,000 opening week 


| with ‘Native Son.’ 


Operating at a 75c top, the large 


theatre draws a buxom evening trade | 


,and does fairly good matinee biz. 





Strawhat Reviews 





Birds Without Wings 


New Milford, Conn., Aug. 1. 
Drama in three acts, seven scenes, adapt- 
ed by Elizabeth Miele from play by Pierre 
Wolfe; staged by Miss Miele; settings by 
Russ Bronke; stars Julie Haydon; presented 


by and at Theatre-in-the-Dale, New Mil- 
ford, Conn., July 29-Aug 1, °42; $1.10 top. 
Maryse | 

POOLE Bg Si ca ctabeeveceessanan Julie Haydon 
Claude Davenne...... o..-- Hudson Faussett 
Jean VillarB, -cccccccceveccssesces Guy Spaull 
Jeffrey Sims...... Peccesecere Henry Barnard 
EOUIB ... cvs rcivesecsvesvrcictes Hubert Long 





This bucolic temple of Thespis may 
be operating on the hayfield circuit, 
but they’re certainly not letting any 
grass grow under their feet here 
this season, as far as tryouts are con- 
cerned. Three break-ins out of five 
productions to date represent a high 
percentage of such efforts in any 


(Continued on page 60) 











Inside Stuf—Legit = 


Some players holding term contracts with the Shuberts are guessing 
when and if they are going to appear in that firm’s shows next season. 
They have been repeatedly advised that such contracts do not supersede 
the Equity standard forms and are not recognized by Equity, yet the 
legality of the agreements is not questioned. Managers can hold the 
actors, who cannot run to cover with Equity’s assistance if the terms 
and conditions of the termers are not later to their liking or advantage. 

Shubert termers have been used over a considerable period, actors 
being guaranteed 20 weeks per season, but not consecutively, which is one 
of Equity’s chief objections, Contracts are intricate and cover plenty 
of territory, permitting the managers to farm the actors out for pictures, 
radio or other engagements. Term may be from one to five years and 
are similar to contracts once issued by other managers, but now gen- 
erally in disuse. 

It appears that some players are convinced that they are outsmarting 
the Equity regulations and that idea sometimes works out, but when 
they land in flops they are out of luck, not having the privilege 
to seek jobs in shows produced by other managements. Recently a musi- 
cal abruptly closed and those tied up started worrying what their chances 
would be during the new season. So far as Equity is concerned they 
are under call to the firm, unless able to secure a release. 








Reputed plans whereby ‘Star and Garter’ might move from the Music 
Box, N. Y., to the Winter Garden, occupied by ‘Sons o’ Fun,’ appear not 
to have gone further than the talk department. As ‘Garter’ has a regula- 
tion contract with the M. B., it could not exit without the assent of the 
latter management. Somewhat vaguely mentioned that a bonus of $25,000 
had been, or may be, offered to release ‘Garter’ from the contractual 
obligation. : 

Irving Berlin is the titular manager of the Music Box, of which h 
owns one-third, with the estate of Sam H. Harris and Lee Shubert 
having similar shares. Shuberts operate the Winter Garden. Michael 
Todd, who produced ‘Garter,’ signed the booking contract and is not known 
to have approached Berlin on any proposal to move the show, which is 
said to have already earned back over $30,000 of its production expense 
and is continuing to sell out. ‘ 





Report that Richard Eichberg, former Berlin film producer, is financ- 
ing the season of operettas at Carnegie Hall, N. Y., is incorrect. His wife, 
however, is a minor stockholder, her.share being 124%%. Carnegie ven- 
ture has attracted attention not only because it is drawing distinctly 
profitable business, but is the first legit presentation in the Hall. Tech- 
nical name of the ownership is Light Opera Enterprises, Inc., of which 
Joseph §S. Tushinsky is president and Hens Bartsch, vice-president. They 
are the ‘presenters,’ with Maestro Tushinsky in the pit. Eichberg is 
billed as ‘artistic director.’ 

They plan sending ‘The Chocolate Soldier’ on tour. Its revival opened 
the Carnegie show season and got it off to an excellent start, first time 
the hall has been open in summer. ‘The Merry Widow,’ third presenta- 
tion, is currently in its fourth week and will play at least one week more. 





A number of people who saw Irving Berlin's ‘Yip, Yip, Yaphank’ and 
his current ‘This Is the Army’ (Broadway, N.Y.) were puzzled over ref- 
erences to the song ‘Mandy’ being in both shows. Those who did not 
remember the number in ‘Yaphank’ are partly correct, for the ditty then 
was calied ‘The Sterling Moon.’ 

Number was revamped and later turned up in a Ziegfeld ‘Follies’ under 
the ‘Mandy’ label. In the present staging the number is much more ef- 
fective than it was in ‘Yaphank.’ Composer's prediction that ‘I Left My 
Heart at the Stage Door Canteen’ would be a hit within a month was an 
accurate forecast and it is the ‘Army’s’ standout tune. 





‘Commodore’ Hart, with a marine cap to prove it, staged his annual 
show at Grossinger’s in the Catskills last, week, the performance being 
billed ‘Recruits of 1942.’ Morty Citron was billed as the m.c., but the 
pop of Moss and Bernie Hart appears to have been on and off just as 
frequently. Oldster, who says he is a refugee from Miami Beach, became 
lyrical for the occasion and introduced his newest compositions. 

Principal jingle is ‘We’d Like To Be There When They Get Him,” re- 
ferring to that ‘dirty Nazi,’ and the audience was invited to join in the 
final chorus, which it did lustily. 





The ‘Skating Vanities,’ which showed at Madison Square Garden in 
the spring after attracting attention in a number of cities, has been 
mapped for an extended tour. First rollerskate revue, which was pat- 
terned along the lines of iceskating shows, was supposed to have been 
taken over up to 50% by theatrical interests, but that deal is stated to 
have been canceled. Harold Steinman again heads the managerial coterie 
which presents the ‘Follies.’ 

Lee Shubert and Olsen and Johnson were named as having bought in. 
A number of new specialties have been engaged for the roller show. 





The Jolson name is still atop the former legiter on Seventh avenue 
near 59th street, N.Y., which has changed policy almost seasonally, but 
the spot will again use Yiddish shows next season and it will be called 
the Molly Picon theatre. It will open in October, the East Side star 
appearing in a musical comedy called ‘Oh, Is This a Life.’ Show has no 
less than 30 musical numbers. ’ 

Eddie Relkin has taken over the Picon and will run it on his own. 
Advance sale is claimed to approximate $30,000, representing tickets mostly 
sold to theatre benefit party organizations. 





Frank Mandel is coming back as a producer with ‘V For Vickie,” but 
is not exactly on his own. A number of people will be interested in 


\the managerial end, including Howard Cullman, Richard (Dick) Berger, 


who was with the Schwab & Mandel enterprises, one or two St. Louis men 
and several people on the Coast. 
Script of ‘Vickie,’ by Sid Herzig, 


» ] 
is very well regarded. Backgrounc 


is women in war work. Margaret Matzenauer, former Met warbler will 
be in the cast which includes Uta Hagen, Collette Lyons and Taylor 
Holmes. 





‘My Sister Eileen’ (2d Co, )—Har- 
ris, Chicago (5-15). 
‘My Sister Eileen’ (3d Co.)—Col- 


Current Road Shows 


(August 5-15) 





onial, Boston (5-8); Central, Pas- 
2 saic, N. J. (11-15). 
‘Blackouts of 1942’ (vaude)—El| ‘No, No, Nanette’ (stock)—Bush- 


Capitan, Los Angeles (5-15). 

‘Candida’ (stock)—Windsor, Bronx 
(5-9). 

‘Claudia’ (lst 
Francisco (5-15). 

‘Corn Is Green’ 
Passaic, N. J. (5-9). 

‘Escape Me Never’ (stock)—Flat- 
bush, Brooklyn (5-9); Windsor, 
Bronx (11-15). 

‘Good Night Ladies’—Blackstone, 
Chicago (5-15). 


nell Auditorium, Hartford (5-8). 
‘Private Lives’ (stock)—Flatbush, 
Brooklyn (11-15). 
‘Show Time’ (vaude) — Curran, 
San Francisco (5-15). 
‘Suspect’ (stock) — 
Providence (5-8). 
‘Vinegar Tree’ (stock)—Lafayette, 
Detroit (5-15). 
‘Vinegar Tree’ 
Boston (5-8). 
_ ‘Vinegar Tree’ 
Buffalo (5-8). 


Co.)—Geary, San 


Playhouse, 
(stock )—Central, 


(stock )—Maijestic, 


(stock )—Erlanger, 


‘Guest in the House’ (stock )}—Mos- ‘Watch on the Rhine’ (stock), 
que, Newark (5-8). Forrest, Philadelphia (5-8). 
‘Moon Is Down’ (stock)—National, ‘Watch on the Rhine’ (stock)— 








Washington (10-15). Mosque, Newark (5-9). 
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Legit Producers Seen Overcoming 
All War and Priorities Handicaps 





A confab of theatrical production 
supply and accessory firms was held 
last week, and at that time it seemed 
clear that regardless of priorities 
and other possible deterrants, the 
resourcefulness and elasticity of 
show business will overcome all 
handicaps during the coming season. 
Some materials will be available 
only in limited quantities, but the 
supply people say that substitutes 
ean be successfully employed. 

Production materials which are 
most scarce are cables, electric and 
other types; hardware for stage set- 
tings is also practically non-existant, 
but other devices can be just as ef- 
fective, acording to the supply men; 
lumber for productions is another 
problem and it is said that three 
times as much wood as is actually 
necessary must be purchased in 
order to get enough properly proc- 
essed lumber, without knotholes and 
which does not exude sap. There 
is no linen, but plenty of duck and 
other materials for painted drops. 

Accessory firms say they have on 
hand from 10% to 75% more ma- 
terials than necessary at this date, 
but anticipate a rapid rise in de- 
mand. To handle the volume of ma- 
terials expected to be sought, the 
supply people propose requisitioning 
the manufacturers. 

Theatrical accessory firms have an 
association which has already sur- 
veyed the future market. Recog- 
nized that making requisitions and 
obtaining delivery will necessitate 
financing. If the association cannot 
swing the deals, the managers 
through the League of New York 
Theatres will be advised and ways 
of raising needed capital will be 
worked out. Until the accessory 
people arrive at a decision, the plan 
of the managers to form a produc- 
tion pool, with possible outside fi- 
nancing, will be held in abeyance. 

There will probably be no short- 
age in lighting apparatus. Many 
producers have quantities of lamps 
saved from productions made in 
other seasons, although probably not 
enough to fill all requirements. 
Lighting equipment firms will no 
longer sell their product, all of that 
available being delivered strictly on 
a rental basiis. Not a few managers 
have rented lighting apparatus in 
the past, rather than make outright 
purchases. Some lighting firms are 
ocupied with Government contracts, 


GOLDBERG SIDETRACKS 
ATAM AT PROV. HOUSE 


A. Edward Goldberg is alleged to 
have ducked out of his agreement 
with the Assn. of Theatrical Agents 
& Managers, covering the Playhouse, 
Providence, which is running sum- 
mer stock. S. Jay Kaufman, who 
was press agent, was dropped, 
though Jerry Cohen, engaged as 
house and company manager, is still 
on the job. 

Goldberg, who had a summer stock 
on Long Island last year and who 
shortened his name to Gold in the 
present spot, claims that the opera- 
tion of the Playhouse was taken over 
by Ralph Snyder, who controls the 
theatre, one of the latter’s New Eng- 
land picture chain. Also stated that 
business was not up to expectations, 
because of which expenses were 
trimmed. 

Agents and managers union have 
taken no action against Goldberg, 
although ATAM has_ jurisdiction 
throughout the country, as recently 
recognized by the American Federa- 
tion of Labor. Intimated that the 
union will seek satisfaction from the 
manager if and when he engages in 
subsequent theatrical activities. 











Premieres 


(Aug. 5-15) 


—_— —_— 


‘Quiet Wedding,’ by Esther Mc- 
Cracken, at Brattle Hall, Cambridge, 
Mass. (3-8), 

‘Rich Get Richer,’ by Mary. Hall, 
at Scarsdale (N.Y.) theatre (4-8). 

‘Maggie McGilligan,’ by Joseph O. 
Kesselring, at Woodstock (N.Y.) 
Playhouse (6-9). 

‘Evening Rise,’ by Reginald Den- 
ham and Mary Orr, adapted from 
Short story by John Taintor Foote, 


at Woodstock (N.Y.) playhouse 
(13-16), 











i 
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Chi Radio Actors’ Moon’ 


Chicago, Aug. 4. 

Actor’s Company of Chicago, com- 
posed of professional radio mimes, 
will present John Steinbeck’s ‘The 
Moon Is Down’ at their Wabash av- 
enue playhouse, opening August 7. 
A month’s run of Wednesdays and 
weekends is planned, 

Cast of ‘The Moon Is Down’ in- 
cludes Lou Krugman; Arthur Peter- 
son, Jules Getlin, Eileen Palmer, 
Julie Kimberling, Paul Bowers. All 
are currently engaged in Chi radio. 


HENRY DUFFY 
MOVES TO DET. 


Henry (Terry) Duffy, who head- 
quartered in San Francisco for 
around 18 years, has established him- 
self in Detroit and plans remaining 
there for the duration of the war. Un- 
certainties of Frisco theatre attend- 
ance, principally because of black- 
outs, is the reason for Duffy leaving 
the Coast. He said that business for 
several of his shows was away Off 
for days after blackouts. 

Duffy is currently operating stock 
at the Lafayette, Detroit, where 
‘The Vinegar Tree,’ with Billie 
Burke, is in the seventh week. In 
the fall he will produce a new musi- 
cal comedy at the Wilson, to be 
called ‘Life of the Party,’ with Doro- 
thy Stone and Charles Collins top- 
ping. It is based on ‘The Patsy’ 
and will haye music by George 
Grandee, with lyrics by Jack Bren- 
nan. 

Duffy is opening an office in N. Y. 
for casting. 


No Clams and No Marching 
Glut Maney’s Boys; Takes 
"Em 2 Days to Recover 

















The Dick Maney China Boys Clam 
Chowder and Marching Club held its 
second annual Clamless Clambake 
last weekend at the Redding Ridge 
(Conn.) home of Henry Senber, an 
associate in the Maney publicity 
office. John Latham Toohey and 
Ted Goldsmith, also Maney associ- 
ates, attended. After the organiza- 


'tion’s official session Saturday night 


(1) all over the Ridge, the group 


'went to Maney’s farm at Westport, 


Conn., Sunday (2) to recuperate 
Plans for the next gathering were 
not discussed, probably because they 
weren't physically capable of dis- 
cussing them. 

Sol Jacobson, the only other mem- 
ber of the DMCBCCMC, was unable 


to attend the annual get-together, as | 


he is summering at New Hope, Pa., 
and press-agenting the Princeton 
(N. J.) strawhat. 


ROSEN SEES ANOTHER 
‘LADIES’ IN ‘HEAVEN’ 


provoked a hit out of ‘Good Night 
Ladies,’ which is cleaning up at the 














Current London Shows 











London, 
‘All’s Fair,’ Whitehall. 
‘Big Top,’ His Majesty’s. 
‘Blithe Spirit,’ St. James’s. 
D’Oyly Carte Opera, Princess. 
‘Fine and Dandy,’ Saville. 
“Full Swing,’ Palace. 
‘Gangway,’ Palladium. 
‘Get a Load of This,’ Hippodrome. 
‘Lifeline,’ Duchess. 
‘Light and Shade,’ Ambassador. 
‘Macbeth,’ Piccadilly. 
‘Murder Without Crime,’ Comedy 
‘Maid of the Mountains,’ Coliseum. 
* ‘No Orchids for Miss Blandish,’ 
Wales, 
‘Rain,’ St. Martin’s. 
‘Rebecca,’ Strand. 
‘Quiet Week-End,’ Wyndham’s. 
Russian Ballet, Cambridge. 
Sadler’s Wells Ballet, New. 
‘Sky High,’ Phoenix. 
‘The Dancing Years,’ Adelphi. 


Aug. 4. 


‘The Doctor’s Dilemma,’ Hay- 
market. 

‘The Man Who Came to Dinner,’ 
Savoy. 


‘The Morning Star,’ Globe. 
‘Warn That Man,’ Garrick. 
“Watch on the Rhine,’ Aldwych. 


‘Claudia,’ on Road, Will 
Meet War Emergencies 
With Substitute Setting 


The original cast of ‘Claudia’ 
opened at the Geary, San Francisco, 
Monday (3), with several leads who 
were in the Chicago company now 
appearing at the St. James, N. Y., 
where the play is in the 11th week 
of a repeat date. Coast appearances 
and subsequent western bookings are 
scaled at $2.75 top, number one 
cast being due in Chicago in Novem- 
ber, where the return engagement 
will probably have a $1.65 top. 
‘Claudia’ played 22 weeks in that 
stand last g2ason. 

For the Frisco debut, Mayor An- 
thony Rossi was the ‘only guest of 
honor,’ special card with that desig- 
nation having been printed and de- 
livered by the advance agent. 

‘Claudia’ is the first legiter to take 
to the road with a substitute setting 
since the days of barnstorming or 
wild-catting of one nighters, Show 
is a one-setter, which requires a reg- 
ulation baggage car, but, in the event 
of transportation delays because of 
the war, jumps wili be made in buses 
if necessary. Players trunks will be 
segregated and carried with the cast 
should emergencies arise, There will 
also be two trunks containing 
painted drops, to be used when the 
regular setting does not arrive on 
time. The drops would be fastened 
to battens, part of all stage equip- 
ment, this type presentation being 
known as the ‘tie-up system.’ 











STIEFEL’S STRAWHAT 
MOVES INTO CITY 


The suremer stock at Ivoryton, 
Conn., will discontinue there, Milton 
Stiefel moving his company to New 


| London, it being the latest strawhat 





Blackstone, Chicago, is readying an- | 


other play of similar formula called 
‘Harem Scarum.’ Stewart Erwin and 
Ned Sparks are mentioned for the 
leads, principal support being nine 
‘lookers,’ who will be secured in Hol- 
lywood. ‘Harem’ will be. presented 
on the Coast, being due in Chicago 
in the fall, with Broadway to follow. 
Lang, a well-to-do Seattleite, who 
turned film agent, will not be inter- 
ested in the new show. 

Farce was originally called 
‘Haunted Harem’ by Fred Ballard, 
who will collaborate with Milton 
Gropper in rewriting the script. 





May Lose Blackstone 
Chicago, Aug. 4. 

Possible government annexation of 
the Blackstone hotel may leave the 
‘Good Night Ladies’ show without a 
theatre. 

Al Rosen, co-producer of the show, 
now at Blackstone theatre, is in- 
vestigating other theatres in event 
this occurs. 


| pacity Mosque. 
jated by 





switch from the country to a cily. 
It was proposed to play the Ivcry- 
ton stock in New London two days 
weekly, but the idea was scrapped 
because of added costs. Equity as- 
sented to the outfit playing two 
towns, but raised the stock salary 
minimum from $40 to $50, plus living 
expenses if the players ] 
overnight. 

Another city stock reported faring 
very well is that which started re- 
cently in Newark, at the large ca- 
House is being oper- 

Mack and Sam H. 


* 


Russell 
Grisman. 


Al Golden’s New Job 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 4. 

Al Golden, playwright, screen- 
writer and for the last four years on 
the drama faculty at Duquesne Uni- 
versity here, has resigned his post 
with the local school to become di- 
rector of public relations for the 
Hospital Service Assn. here. Golden 
wrote ‘Mimi Scheller,’ which had a 
brief run on Broadway several sea- 
sons ago, and on the strength of that 
work was signed to a writing con- 
tract by 20th-Fox, where he worked 
for a year. 

Another play of his, ‘Men the 
Dogs,’ on which he collaborated with 
Milt Gross, has been up for a Broad- 
way production many times, but has 
still to get on a stage. 





remained | 


8 New Legits Announcing Dates 
Point Up Early Broadway Season 





Harbach-Kern’s New One 





Cleveland, Aug. 4. 


Otto Harbach, playwright, is ex- 
pected here for a visit for confer- 
ence with Barclay Leathem produc- 
tion in Cleveland this fall of the 
Jerome Kern-Harbach operetta, ‘Hay 
Foot, Straw Foot.’ 

Show has been completely revised 
since its tryout in the east last year 
and will be staged at Western Re- 
serve University’s Eldred Hall by 
Leathem in September or October. 


‘NO ORCHIDS BIG 
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HIT IN LONDON 


London, Aug. 4. 


Three new shows hit’ the West 
End during the past week, and all 
showed fairly good chances of click- 
ing. 

‘Light and Shade,’ modestly pro- 
duced revue, which opened last 
Wednesday (29) at the Ambassador, 
was nicely received, having occa- 
sionally clever material, Real sen- 
sation, however, was ‘No Orchids 
for Miss Blandish,’ opening Thurs- 
day (30) at the Prince of Wales. 
Lurid adaptation of pornographic 
gangster novel not only was warmly 
received but promises to be a great 
success. 

‘Murder Without Crime,’ 
came into the Comedy on 
(31), is rated an ingenious 
drama by a new author. Has cast 
of only four. Shapes up as highly 
successful despite these two apparent 
handicaps. 


Actors File Claims of 74c 
Each Against J. J. Shubert 
On ‘Cocktails’ Rehearsals 


Smallest individual claims by ac- 
tors were filed with Equity last 
week, when members of the ‘Cock- 
tails-Five to Seven’ said they were 
short-changed 74c each on their re- 
hearsal pay. Musical was presented 
in Detroit by J. J. Shubert and 
moved to Chicago, where it flopped 
out after two weeks. Understood 
the Equity deputy filed the claims 
and a routine demand on the Shu- 
berts will be made. 

At Equity it was said that if any 
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of the ‘Cocktail’ people sought pay- 


approximate six-bits without wait- 
ing for the management to respond. 
‘Cocktails’ was first supposed to be 
part of musical stock, but rehearsed 
more than one week and, when Shu- 
bert was advised that only one week 
for stock was the rule, regular sal- 
aries to apply thereafter, he decided | 
it was a production. On that basis | 
musicals may rehearse five weeks, | 
but rehearsal pay on the basis of | 

| 

| 

| 





$20 weekly is required 


SAROYAN, NEVER SHY, 
ALSO 1-A IN THE ARMY 


William Saroyan, who promises to | 
beat the gun on the’ new season by | 
trotting out two one-act plays from 
his portfolio at the Belasco, N. Y,, 
Aug. i7, passed a physical exam:na- 
tion for the Army last week and wa: 
classified as 1-A, subject to imme- 
diate call in the draft. The author, 
of Armenian extraction who hails 
from Fresno, Cal., and who has in- 
trigued the critics for the past 
several seasons, said he would seek 
deferment until he got his theatrical 
venture started. 

Saroyan is attempting to build up 
a subscription following and inserted 
personal ads in the dailies, which 
read in part: ‘Great and exciting 
plays are coming to Broadway be- 
ginning Monday Aug. 17 and every 
two weeks thereafter. Best orches- 
tra seats for the first six of my plays 
for only $16.50.’ 

‘Across the Board on Tomorrow 








| his debut as an actor in ‘Across. 


Morning’ and ‘Talking to You,’ one- 
acters, will be the opening bill. Max- 
well Boderheim, novelist, will make | 


’ 





| The 
| Lace’ found that out when they re- 


|some operating red, however. 





There are at least eight produc- 
tions for which opening dates on 
Broadway for the new season have 
already been registered, giving some 
indication of how far advanced is 
current managerial activity in con- 
trast to the last 10 summers. Not 
all the shows which have practically 
fixed their premieres have been tied 
up through booking contracts, but 
a number of theatres have been 
designated for the autumn’s debuts. 

There are more than a score of 
new shows in some phase of prepara- 
tion and the list is growing almost 
daily. In the face of uncertainties 
because of the war, those in show 
business are either optimistic or un- 
afraid, as proven by steadily mount- 
ing managerial activity. Showmen 
have been advised to get their pro- 
ductions started early because of 
priorities and other new problems, 
but this only partially accounts for 
lively progression of theatricals. 

Two major musicals are on the 
verge of entering rehearsals while six 
more have been announced and are 
virtually definite for production, not 
counting several vaudeville revues 
which are listed for legitimate the- 
atre berths. Name managers stand . 
out in the listings of autumnal ac- 
tivities, whereas, in most recent 
seasons their tendency was to hold 
back until after the first inftux of 
attractions had shown. Most of them 
have more than one show scheduled, 
another sign that showmen are less 
affected with the uncerfainties of the 
times than those in other fields. 

From the present outlook, Broad- 
way will more than match London’s 
surprising number of coming attrac- 
tions. 

Outlook for the road is not s0 
cheerful and is causing worry in 
actor circles. Possibilities of trans- 
portation’ jams and the increasing 
restrictions on passenger travel, be- 
cause of military requirements will 
curtail touring. The chances of 
making some jumps in buses are 
being considered when rail accom- 
modations cannot be made, Number 
of shows to ge on the road may also 
be curtailed because. of the limited 
number of hits on Broadway last 
season. 

However, one tour has already 
started and another is imminent, 
‘Claudia’ having opened in San 
Francisco Monday (3) and ‘Arsenic 
and Old Lace’ dated to light up in 
Los Angeles Aug. 17. Early fall is 
slated to see three companies of 
‘Junior Miss’ on the road, one in 
Boston, another in Chicago and the 
third on the Coast, while the original 
show is slated indefinitely at the 
Lyceum, N. Y. 


‘ARSENIC’, FOR 1ST TIME, 
FAILS TO SLICE MELON 


There’s a first time for everything. 
Backers of ‘Arsenic and Old 





'ceived a note from Howard Lindsay 
| Monday (3)—but no monthly profit 


check, which had never happened 
since the show opened more than a 


|year and a half ago at the Fulton, 


N. Y. Lindsay explained that ‘Ar- 


| senic’ made a little coin during July 


but not enough to distribute, so he 
and co-producer Buck Crouse de- 
cided not to slice such a puny melon. 

‘Arsenic’ hasn’t had a losing week, 
but came close to it. Gross dropped 
to $8,500 several weeks ago and the 
profit was only $68. The house, 
which the show operates, went into 
Fol- 
lowing week there was a slight im- 


| provement and the play earned $350, 


Last week attendance improved ma- 
terially and the fact that the orig- 
inal cast is now out entirely should 
not affect business, which is mostly 
supplied by out-of-towners. ‘Ar- 
senic’ opens in Los Angeles, Aug. 17 
and the Broadway engagement is 
expected to continue into next sea- 
son. 

Eric Von Stroheim, Laura Hope 
Crews and Forrest Orr, of last sea- 
son’s road tompany, went into the 
cast several weeks ago. This week 
sees Effie Shannon, Joseph Sweeney, 
Ralph Chambers, Joseph de Santis, 
Harry Kadison, Richard Bishop and 
Gilbert Douglas replacing Jean 
Adair, Edgar Stehli, John Quigg, 
Bruce Gordon, Donald Macdonald, 
Victor, Sutherland and Ashley 
Cooper, slated t go into the Coast 
company. 
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Broadway 


Mike Todd to the Coast on a film 
deal. 

Add new sights on Broadway: 
Colored femme taxi driver. 

Eddie Sherman rolled back into 





town from the Coast this week. 


Robert S. Benjamin, show biz 
lawyer, to the Coas* on business. — 

Sardi’s now won't serve guys with- 
out coats at its small open-face bar. 

Harry Link (Feist) to Hollywood, 
as Robbins Music’s Abe Olman re- 

ns. 

Taser Lawrence, 2Nth-Fox’s for- 
eign film boss, may fly to London 
shortly. ; 

Adelaide Bruns, ex-Selznick pro- 
duction office, joins the WAACS 
next month. 

Ti. Hartmans’ new home at 
Kings Point, Great Neck, nearing 
completion. 

John Montague ahead of Coast 
‘Arsenic and Old Lace, Warren 
O'Hara back. eae 

Raymond Hubbell, a Miami Beach- 
er most of the year, spending four 
months in New York. 

Charles Har. general 
for George Abbott, okay 
minor but painful operation, 

Songsmith John Latouche slated 
for a trip to the African Congo on a 
diplomatic-writing mission shortly. 

Walter Wagner shifted from stage 
manager of ‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ 
to ditto assignment of ‘Strip for 
Action.’ 

Ned Irish, who made basketball a 
b.g-time attraction at Madison 
Square Garden, is now also press 
agent there. 

Antoinette Perry received a minia- 
ture newspape from Africa with a 


manager 
after a 


witch story that proves Old Man 
Mos. is dead. . 
Barclay McCarty, until recently 


advance man for ‘Life With Father’ 
on the road, joined the Metro pub- 
licity department. 

Scoop Conlon back to the Coast this 
week after 0.0.ing Mark Sandrich’s 
interests in connection with the 
‘Holiday Inn’ preem. 

everal boxoffice men narrowly 
escaped when bandstand at Lewisohn 


Stadium was struck by lightning 
during storm last week. 
Tom Adrian Cracraft, scenic de- 


signer, back from a trip to Baltimore 
to work on the camouflaging of the 
Glenn Martin plane plant. 

Monroe Greenths!, now the 


» Te with 
WPB, will divide his time at first be- 





j 


cash for winding up his WB district 
fourth in nationwide sales drive. 

Fred Wallace, old-time theatre man 
here, back in town beating the 
drums for U’s ‘Eagle Squadron.’ 

Mountain Playhouse at Jenners- 
town doing late John Barrymore's 
hit, ‘My Dear Children,’ this week. 

Chuck Foster, local band leader, 
and his singing sister, Gloria, have 
parted company and she’s doing a 
single. 

Adrene Holland, singer with Ber- 
nie Cummins, just divorced from 
George Barnes, NBC guitar ace out 
of Chicago. 

Pete Antonoplos, veteran local ex- 
hib, has announced the engagement 
of his daughter, Lula Louise, to Ro- 
land Borgerson of Philly. 

Larry Gordon, former Carnegie 
Tech basketball star, has replaced 
Jack Welch as sports editor of sta- 
tion WSTV in Stubenville, O. 


Mexico City 


By Douglas L. Grahame 








Milisa Sierra (Maria Luisa Sierra) 
to New York for CBS work. 

Luz Carrillo Jaime, soprano, signed 
as exclusive artist by local radio 
station XEOY. 

Dolores del Rio strictly incognito 
at Cuernavaca. Wearing dark glasses 
and registering at hotels as ‘Senorita 
Asunsolo.’ 

Royer of Hollywood engaged to 
dress Irina Baronova, prima donna 
of the Ballet theatre, for her lead 


role in ‘Yolanda,’ debut pie of 
Promesa Films. 
‘The Kiss of Dawn,’ comedy by 


Adolfo Torrado, current legit hit at 
the Teatro Ideal. 
by Isabel and Anita Blanch and Vir- 
ginia Zuri, includes Lucille Bowlyn 
and Fanny Schiller. 

Alvaro Galvez y Fuentes, ace an- 
nouncer at local radio station XEW, 
makes his debut as a pic actor in 
Mexico’s first World 
‘The War Cry.’ script of which he 
wrote and sold to the Rodriguez 
Bros., who will make the film. 


Continued from page ! 











weren't welcome in the canteen. 
That night he sent word that he was 


tween N. Y. and D. C., but ultimately | ‘indisposed’ and couldn't make it. 


headquarter chiefly if the capital. 

Engagement of Mark Warnow. 
CBS musical director, announced last 
week. Bride-to-be is Dorothy Mc- 
Gowan, Scarsdale, N. Y.. socialite. 

Nate Spingold, advertising head of 
Columbia Pictures, returned east 
over the weekend with Irving Mills. 
Spingold palavered with studio heads 
for three weeks. 

C. C. Cappel, heading the newly 
created concerts division of USO- 
Camp Shows, works in N.Y. only 
three days a week while his Water 
Gate arena is open in Washington. 

Gus Eyssell, managing director of 
Radio City Music Hall, to Chicago on 
business concerning the 


day). 

Songsmiths Mack Gordon 
Harry Warren return to Hollywood 
this week with plenty extra avoirdu- 
pois which they blame on Lindv’s. 
after being on rigid diets on the 
Coast. 

Hotel St. Moritz’s Restaurant de la 
Paix reopens Sept. 30 with Ford Har- 
rison’s band, maitre d’hotel Nino, et 
al, after doing a summer foldo. Some 


waiter trouble hastened the hot 
weather hiatus. 

Robert B. Greene, betting com- 
missioner, killed by shots from a 


gunman during a card game in a 7th 
Ave. bridge club Monday (3) was 
w.k. to the Broadway bunch. As 
also was his ex-partner 
Who confessed the crime 


+ . ; | 
oe many ‘ears with Theodore, 
-erbert Jacoby has bowed out of Le | 


Ruban Bleu. -upper club 
above Theodore’s rest urant. Latter 
will operate it himself next season 
acoby has other cafe plans. 
: The post-mortems on the 
Colonel’ Ted Lundberg, 


situated 


phoney 


better grade bistros, now are many. 
Toughest blow is to the vacationing 
columnist Louie Sobol, who was as 
the tivated by Lundberg’s ¢harm as 
‘hee and did a rave on the 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 
5} alten ae reopens Saturday 
ith ‘Eagle Squadron’ following 
month’s shutdown. ‘ 
arents of singing Weston Sisters 
celebrated theirs 29th wedding anni- 
versary last week. 
Johnny Jones, old-time dance im- 
pesvario, Managing West View Park 
llroom for the summer. 
oe Strange, the singer. and his 
— have patched up their differ- 
= Stork’s approaching. 
ot peunnbia held screening of ‘Talk 
Own’ followed by luncheon for 
— Monday morning (3). 
oung Jim Alexander, son of Re- 
Dublic manager. has gone to work as 
a clerk in his father’s office. 


| Miss Fitzgerald, however, appeared. | 


| 





Later, in an interview with Orrin 
Evans, editor of Negro news in the 
Philadelphia Record, Robinson said 
he wouldn’t appear at the Canteen 
ever because of their policy toward 
colored servicemen. 

Canteen officials read Evans’ story, 
and a delegation of Canteen people 
visited Robinson backstage at the 
Earle and tried to get him to change 
his mind and make a Canteen ap- 


pearance. Robinson was adamant 
ibut told them he would rely on 
Evans’ advice. Evans checked and 


| 


| 


{both white and colored 


| 


ice show. |found that the Canteen had never 
‘Star mm * « ye ¥ aieten - a — 

rs on Ice,’ at the Center theatre, | barred Negro servicemen, and s9 
Due back today or tomorrow (Thurs- | advised Robinson. 


Bojangles 
peared 


and | icked his audience. 


Bill Robinson’s appearance at the 
Earle was marked by some unpleas- 
antries with peopie in the audience, 
But Robin- 
embittered only once. 


son became 


and that was at some Negro rowdies. | 


He stopped the show and reprimand- 
ed them. He said he would like to 
‘open a second front’ of his own ‘to 


try to drive some self-respect in 
| these jitterbugs of my own race. 
iThese kind of rowdies are setting 


Max Fox, | 


the Negro race back 50 years.’ 











Stars’ Tours 





Company, headed | ¢ 
| Shephard, alleging he used more ma- | 
terial than permitted under ration- | 


War II film, | 


ap- | 
aursday night (30) and pan- | 
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and Carole Landis, currently travel- 


|ing through 10 states 


‘ld friend of | 
egarde and the bonifaces of the | 





| Gloria 
Harry Seed knocked down $500) 


Phil Sil- 


opens to- 


Crosby, accompanied by 
vers and Rags Ragland, 


morrow (Wed.) at Fort Lewis, Wash- 
16 after cov- | 
ering Wyoming, Colorado and Kan- | 


ington, and closes Aug. 


sas. Miss Bennett's travels, with Nat 
Young as accompanist, takes in| 
Louisiana, Arkansas, Texas and 


Oklahoma, winding up Aug. 21. 
Edgar Bergen (‘Charlie McCarthy’) 

to one-night stand at the U. S. Army 

camps in Alaska this summer. Ber- 


gen leaves for Dutch Harbor as soon | 


as he completes ‘Here We Go Again,’ 
with Fibber McGee & Molly, at RKO. 

Eddie Cantor joins the USO-Camp 
Shows ‘Hullabaloo’ unit Aug. 24 for 





a two-week tour of camps in the 
southwest. 
N. Y. Cuffes 
The following artists did cuffo 


shows on spot bookings for USO- 
Camp Shows in the past week: Jay 
and Lou Seiler, Miriam LaVelle, 
Suzanne Daye, Jacqueline, Alisen 
Skipworth, Roy Rogers, La Verne 
Fisk Jubilee Five and the K. P 
Comedy Quartet, and the orchs of 
Parker, Irving Carroll and 
Xavier Cugat. 


London 


Sam Smith finally set to sail for 
America this month. 

Cyril Fletcher cancelling two 
weeks’ vaudeville work due to sinus 
trouble. 

Cecil Beaton, official war photog- 
rapher, just back from government 
mission in Libya. 

Clifford and Marion featured in 
inew Tom Arnold revue starring Will 
|Fyffe. Show is touring the sticks. 
Firth Shephard’s ‘Up and Doing 
|due for six months on the road. Judy 
|Shirley to play the Patricia Burke 








lrole, 7 
Burton Brown to head Carvoll 
Levis’ No. 2 show. Will m.c. and 


also do his act. 
Palace, East-Ham. 

Secoit Sanders had to cancel three 
broadcasts and vaudeville dates due 
to illness, with his partner, Lee Clif- 
ford, a scarlet fever victim. 

Flanagan and Allen starting on 
another four weeks’ tour for E.N.S.A. 
sometime in August and will confine 
— performances to one camp per 

ay. 

John B. Myers, former head of 
publicity for Alexander Korda, who 
joined the Air Force two years ago, 
has been sent to Wellington, New 
Zealand. 

Leon Cassel Gerrard, for the last 
/16 months with the Royal Air Force, 
has been recommended for commis- 
sion and would be placed in charge 
of entertainment. 

Archie de Bear producing Interna- 
tional revue for E.N.S.A. especially 
designed for American troops in Ire- 
land. Show opens this week for 
eight weeks, with Billy Milton to 
compere. 

Board of Trade case against Firth 


Opens Aug. 10 at 





jing law in his new show. ‘Fine and 
; Dandy.’ at the Saville, is being taken 


j}up by the West End Managers Asso- | 


| ciation. 

Vie Oliver will have to make trip 
ito America this year in order to re- 
!tain his U. S. citizenship. Will prob- 
| ably make it sométime in Novem- 
‘ber. when ‘Get a Load of This,’ the 
Hippodrome revue, in 
starring, folds. 


|de Sylva Broadway hit, which Tom 
|Arnold is presenting after tryout in 
|the sticks, goes to His Majesty’s the- 
atre sometime in late September or 
learly October, replacing Charles 
| Cochran’s revue, ‘Big Top.’ 
Florence Desmond has been lined 
iup by Harry Foster to head vaude- 
iville unit for General 1 
|Corp. and Moss Empires, opening 
ithis week. Will stay out for eight 
| weeks, or as soon as Jack Hylton is 
| ready to star her in musical. 
Charles Cochran, having been re- 


i fused last-minute permission by the | 


| Commissioner of Parks to go ahead 
iwith his open-air entertainment in 
Hyde Park, in aid of the Yugoslavian 
| War Fund, has switched the shindig 
lover to Hempstead Heath Aug. 29. 


| David Lloyd, Welsh tenor and ex- 


|Glyndebourne Festival singer, was 
'all set for lead in ‘Waltz Without 
End.’ the Eric Maschwitz-Bernard 


'Grun musical which Jack Buchanan 
is doing, but the War Office refused 
to release him from the Life Guards. 


|forts Fund for Ack-Ack (Anti-Air 
craft Unit) at Palace theatre, where 
she is starring in ‘Full Swing,’ with 
prop basket placed in th® tre lobby 
which is being filled daily by patrons. 
Coliections vary from Bibles to jive 
reeords 

Ben Rose and Harry Pearl, owners 
‘of indie picture theatres, have leased 
the Imperial theatre, Brighton, to 
operate as revue and legit house. 
Leslie Bloom, chairman of Gallery 
First Nighters, appointed as booker. 
and will operate from the Barney 
Jacobs office. 

Harry Cohen. who made over 
$180.000 with Arnold Ridley’s “The 
Ghost Train.’ with show having made 
$360.000 in its two years’ run in the 
West End in 1925, is staging come- 
baek. Has ambitions to revive J. M 
Barrie's plays, and also has new play 
by Ridley. in which Bernard Delfont 
is displaying interest 


Washington 
Variety Club has scheduled a 
i ‘Chinese Night’ for Aug. 10 
Eddie Allen, manager of the Mt 
| Vernon Open Air theatre, is 1-A in 
ithe draft 


William Gordon of the RKO 
| censoring bureau here to confer with 


| Government officials on studio prob- | 


| lems. 


Carlton Duffus on Treasury War 


| 1 


| ber tours. 

| Gayety theatre may rush the bur- 
| lesque season if it can reach an 
l|agreement with the musicians on a 
| new contract. 

Washington’s ‘little Harlem’ is do- 
\ing okay at the boxoffice. Howard 
itheatre has been running all summer 
iwith brisk business, 
| Olney Inn, hard hit by gas ration- 
| ing. may open an in-town restaurant. 
|U. S. Senator said to be in on the 
'Clara May Downey financing. 
Gerald Gross of the Post, motion 
|picture trade correspondent, now a 
|lieutenant ‘(junior grade), in Navy's 
| Bureau of Medicine and Surgery. 

Eddie Dowling was here to see 
iCatholic University players do 


which he’s | 


| Shostakovich } 


 ‘DuBarry Was a Lady,’ the Buddy | 


Theatres | 


Cicely Courtneidge running Com- | 


| Bonds staff flew to Hollywood Mon- | 
| day (3) to line up stars for Septem- | 


| 

Gilbert K. Chesterton's ‘Magic,’ 

which he will do later on Broadway. 
Willard Roof’s haymow theatre 

now serves scotch and soda. Patrons 


of ‘Ten Nights in a Barroom’ de- 
manded something stronger than 
lager. 


Raymond J. Brown, editor of Out- 
door Life, is bombarding newspaper 
offices and picture editors with a 
broadside against Walt Disney's 
‘Bambi.’ Calls film unsportsmanlike 
in that it shows hunters shooting doe 
_in the spring and hunting fawns 
| with savage dogs. 








By Leslie Harris 





Se Welles clippered in from 


Grace Moore in town for soldier 
concert. 

John Hale goes into Clover Club 
as singing m.c. 

Larry Schwab acting as stag> man- 
ager for local Russian Relief Concert. 
Barry Weinick, former Met bari- 
tone, now training with Air Corps. 
j John Garfield reported in Tampa 
.s0r to arrival of location unit for 
ai film. 

Tighter curfew 
cat for Miami 
officers. 


Madeleine Carroll and Sterling 
Hayden aboard their yacht anchored 
in Biscayne Bay. 

Survey taken by Al Weiss among 
scidiers stationed in this area showed 
majority prefer cowboy pictures. 
Marion Stevens, tor many years 
| radio editor of Miami Herald, leaves 
i? to jolu press department of 


regulations fore- 
Beach by Army 





| Kitty Davis back in town, being 


| greeted by union pickets around her 
tourist trap. Paul Bruen resigned as 
spot’s manager. 

Michael Doyle, currently at Bill 
| Jordan’s Bar of Music, turned down 
iby Army, after being ordered to 
Camp Blanding. 
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| arrangements, revisions and transla- 
j tions. In some instances, according 
to Am-Rus, U. S. publishers simply 
| photograph the original composition, 
| Stick someone’s name on as arranger, 
jand get copyright protection which 
permits them to inscribe these copies 
with ‘all rights reserved including 
pubiic performance for profit.’ To 
| further annoy Am-Rus, these domes- 
| tie publishers, purchase the original 
music from Am-Rus and get the reg- 
ular trade discount. 

Some USSR composers’ whose 
works have- been republished by 
E. B. Marks, Robbins, Schirmer, Edi- 
tion Musicus, Axelrod, etc., without 
royalties for the composers, are 
Prokofieff, Shostakovich, Dechevow, 
Feinberg, Khrennikow, Miaskowsky 
and Schebalin. Topline conductors 
of symphony groups deal with Am- 
Rus which rents orchestrations in 
manuscript form, with the score 
being returned after the 
formance. For the lesser aggrega- 
tions, semi-pros and amateurs there 
are many of the oider compositions 


of Soviet writers who were handled 
by Am-Rus predecessors and are 
available in published and copy- 


righted form—again with no royalty 


going to the original composer. 
Thus, one fairly well known mid- 
western symphony orch rented 


Shostakovich’s ‘Fifth Symphony’ foi 
a recording and radio date. 
sent out the manuscript only to have 
it bounce back with the explanation 
that they couldn't use it since they'd 
been able to purchase the material 
elsewhere; again this eliminated the 
composer's royalty 
Irenic Humer 


Situation has its lighter moments 
too. Thus, ene of the earlier 
Shostakovich pieces was arranged 


(without its approval, says Am-Rus) 
for the piano, published by Edition 
Musicus and copyrighted in 1940 
Later E. B. Marks published a re- 
vamp of the EM arrangement and 
also received a copyright 
of them arranged for royalty to the 
Now EM is suing 
infringement, and 
haunting Am-Rus for a copy of the 
original music to prove that the 
|EM copyright is faulty. 
| that no copy of the original score is 
available. 

In another instance Am-Rus issued 
|}a book of ‘15 Red Army Songs’ for 
'use without performance fees. E. B. 
| Marks sells an albuin titled ‘Songs 
'of New Russia’ which contains much 
the same material and collects for 
| performances. Finally, there is a 


composer. 


for 


| paradoxical situation whereby Am- | 


| Rus, to satisfy its customers, has to 
purchase miniature copies of the 
Shostakovich First and Fifth Sym- 
| phonies. These have been reprinted 

in the U. S. A. without the com- 
| poser’s sanction and Am-Rus has to 
istock them even though the com- 
| poser doesn’t get a dime in royalty. 


per- | 


Am-Rus , 


Neither | 


Marks | 
Marks is! 


Payoff is | 


Hollywood 


Don Raye, songwriter, being sued 
for divorce. 

Victor Francen to Montreal 
summer stock. 

Frank Orsatti, talent agent, being 
sued for divorce. 


Mrs. Ruth Davis, Beite’s 
town for a visit. 


| Lois Andrews filec suit for divorce 
| against George Jessel. 

George Caffrey joined Central 
Casting as a director. 


Red Skelton touring the midwest 
on patriotic rally missions. 

George Seitz reported back to 
Metro after major surgery. 


Frank Seltzer joined Charles R. 
Rogers as director of publicity. 

William Wright, Columbia actor, 
recovering from an appendectomy. 

Col. Darryl F. Zanuck aired back 
|after a 10-day plane tour of Alaska. 

Gladys George working at Para- 
mount after emerging from week's 
illness. 

Joan Marsh, film actress. 
Charles Belden, screen writer, 
divorce. ; 

Ginny Simms aired to Mexico City 
for 10-day vacation visit with Mapy 





for 


ma. in 


suing 
for 


Cortes. : 
Edgar Sewlyn returned to his 
Metro producer desk after a long 
illness. 
Norman Moray, sales chief for 


Warners shorts, in town for studio 
huddles. 

Eleanor Roberts shifted from Mar- 
garet Ettinger’s office to Paramount 
publicity. 

William J. Heineman arrived from 
New York for sales huddles at Uni- 
versal studio. 

Constance Bennett on three-week 
tour of Army camps in the South 
and Southwest. 

Damon Runyon returned from New 
York to assume his new producer 
post at 20th-Fox. 

Art Babbitt moved to Leon 
Schlinger’s cartoonery after 10 years 
with Walt Disney. : 

Estelle Le Sueur, film stunt girl 
and cousin of Joan Crawford, di- 
vorced David Lynn. 
| Al Margolies, eastern rep for Jack 
| Skirball Productions, hospitalized 
|after a heart attack. 
| Milton Lewis back from a Broad- 





‘way exploration jaunt, seeking new 


\talent for Paramount. 

| Three Stooges washed up another 
itwo-reeler at Columbia and trekked 
jeast on a stage tour. 

Mead Sigler, local AGVA secretary, 
|shoved off for Cincinnati to attend 
| the annual convention. 

Herbert Wileox and Anna Neagle 
| cetaanail to town after a tour of 
benefit shows in Canada. 

Kathleen Coghlar resigned after 
leight years with Paramount pub- 
licity. Object, matrimony. 
| The William Hamiltons adopted 
|17-months-old boy. He’s a cuiter at 
| RKO; she’s a former script girl. 

Doc Bishop succeeded Carl Schae- 
|fer as chairman of Foreign Depart- 
| ment of Producers Association. 
| Jackie Cooper opens an eastern 
stage tour in Philadelphia Aug. 11, 
after which he will tour the army 
camps. 

Thelma Strabel in from Washing- 
ton to eglimnse the filming of her 
inovel. “The Forest Rangers,’ at Para- 
mount. 

Boris Morros renewed for fifth 
year as professor of music in the 
University of California's Sch 10] of 
Cinemato°raphy 

Lance Heath, formerly with Co- 
lyn hin moved i” Ps . ‘otpnt to 
Arch Reeve, secretary of film indus- 
trv’s public relations committee. 

Hazel Scott here on three weeks’ 
leave from N. Y. stage and nitery en- 
gagements for Columbia’s ‘(Gregory 
Ratoff) ‘Something to Shout Abort 

Lionel Barrymore bought his late 





brother John’s pedigreed Afghan 
hound. Viola, at an auction sale. Do- 
lores Costello, a former Mrs.° John 


Barrymore, bought some of the pups. 


. * 
Minneapolis 
By Les Rees 





Alvin here has joined major bur- 
iesque circuit. 
A. L. Pindat, Republic homeoffice 
representative, a visitor. 
Bill Shartin, Warner Br-s 
anager, in from Chicago. 
Harry Hirsch again general min- 
jager of annual Roller Derby. 


district 


Father of Reno Wilk. indie fiim 
distributor, died in California. — 
| Melvin Turner, of Metro, winner 


|in Pete Smith bookers’ contest. 

Rud Lohrenz, United Artists’ dis- 
trict manager, here for few days. 
Richard Arjen here from Holly- 
| wood to participate ia St. Paul Open 
| golf tournameni and visit parents. 
| Irving Schlank, Monogram district 
| manager, running local office pend- 
/i appointment of branch manager. 
| Jerry Weisfeldt, one-time Warner 
booker here and now a field artillery 
sergeant, up fom Ft. Knox, Tenn., 
on leave. 

Andy Anderson, former Detroit 
Lakes, Minn., exhibitor. now a 
‘second lieutenant in the armed 
| forces, is stationed in Australia. 
| Third annual Minneavolis Aqua- 
|tennial, civic summer festival. was 
| off $35,000 ‘nut’ after three days and 
| cleared nice profit. Parades, water 
'follies, midway and rodeo takings 
j<upplemented -ale of buttons 
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OBITUARIES 


JAMES CRUZE 


James Cruze (Bosen), 58, an out- 
standing director of the silent pic- 
ture. era, died in Hollywood Aug. 3 
of a heart ailment which had in- 
valided him for the past year. He 
was one of the few actors who be- 
came successful directors, having 
started his film career as a leading 
man for the Tannhauser Film Co., of 
some 30 years ago. 

A native Utahan he turned early 
to the theatre and toured with medi- 
cine shows as well as stock and 
Shakespearean troupes, his longest 
sustained road engagement being 
with ‘Heart of Maryland.’ 

After playing leads with Pathe, 
Tannhauser and other pioneer pro- 
ducing companies, he turned to di- 
recting for Paramount where he 
made most of his pictures and rated 
with the top megmen of the silents. 
Among his outstanding successes 
were ‘The Covered Wagon,’ ‘Old 
Homestead,’ ‘Merton of the Movies,’ 
‘Ruggles of Red Gap,’ ‘Pony Ex- 

ress, ‘Old Ironsides,’ ‘Beggar on 

orseback’ and ‘Mannequin.’ 

After leaving Paramount he tried 
to set up his own production com- 
pany and, for a brief period, did 
some directing chores for C. B. De- 

ille’s Producers Distributing Corp., 
ut he was shortly making the stu- 
io rounds as a freelance. 

Me leaves a widow and daughter. 
Services and interment tomorrow 
(Wed.) in Hollywood. 





MARGARET HUSTON JONES 

Margaret Huston Jones, wife of 
Robert Edmond Jones, the theatrical 
scenic designer and director, and 
sister of actor Walter Huston, died 
Aug. 1 in Quaker Ridge, Conn., after 
a long illness. 

Mrs. Jones, a native of Canada, 
studied music in Europe before the 
first World War and made several 
concert appearances in London as a 
singer. An expert on voice culture, 
she later was an elocution consult- 
ant for actors and actresses. She 
was willed $1,639,731 on the death 
fn 1931 of her first husband, Wil- 
liam T. Carrington, grain broker, 
who was president of the American 
Opera Co. She married Jones in 
1933. 

Surviving in addition to her hus- 
band and the actor, a sister and an- 
other brother. 





WALTER SANFORD 

Walter Sanford, 81, who had been 
a legit producer and theatre oper- 
ator in New York, died in Hollywood 
Aug. 1. He had produced road shows 
of ‘The Struggle of Life,’ ‘The Power 
of Gold’ and ‘My Jack,’ and in his 
younger days starred in his own road 
tour of ‘Under the Lash.’ 

At one time Sanford controlled the 
Empire, Star and Third Avenue the- 
atres in Brooklyn and the famed 
Niblo’s Garden on lower Broadway. 
He had a number of stock companies 
on this continent and toured melo- 
dramas through Australia and South 
Africa. 

Survived by widow. 





ROY DALTON 

Roy A. Dalton, 61, theatre owner 
and pioneer in Southern California 
show business, died Aug. 1, in Los 
Angeles following a long illness. At 
the age of 17, Dalton operated a pro- 
jection machine in a nichelodeon in 
Dallas with his brothers, T. V. and 
Frank, as partners. 

In 1920 the brothers moved to Los 
Angeles and leased the Follies thea- 
tre for musical comedy. Theatre is 
now devoted to burlesque. Since 
1926 Roy and Frank Dalton have 
been engaged in real estate while 


their brother, T. V., operates the 
Follies. 
MAX ELLER 
Max Eller, 84, retired musician. 


died July 27 at his home in Yonkers, 
au. 2. 

Before he left the N. Y. Philhar- 
monic-Symphony Orchestra in 1923, 
Eller, who specialized on the oboe, 
had been a member of that organi- 
zation for over 45 years, He had pre- 
viously been employed in the Metro- 
politan Opera Co. orchestra. Con- 
ductors under whom he had’ played 
include Arturo Toscanini, Walter 
Damrosch and the iate Victor Her- 
bert. 

Two sons survive. His wife, Anna 
Meyer, an opera singer, died some 
years ago. 





VICTOR FERNANDEZ RAMIREZ 
Victor Fernandez Ramirez, 49, 
prominent violinist and member of 
the Symphonic orchestra of the Na- 
tional University cf Mexico, was in- 


stantly killed July -11, when struck 
with a brick while passing a build- 
ing under construction in Mexico 
City. Widow and two young chil- 
dren survive. 





JIMMY BLANTON 


Jimmy Blanton, 24, featured bass 
player with Duke Ellington’s orches- 
tra, died July 30 in a sanatorium at 
Duarte, Cal., after a long illness. He 
had been with the Ellington band 
for four years and was rated one of 
the country’s outstanding bass play- 
ers. Body forwarded to Chattanooga 
for burial. 

Mother survives. 





JAMES BOYD 


James Boyd, 65, one of the top 
circus barkers before his retirement, 
died suddenly July 29, at his home 
in Albany. Death was due to a 
heart attack. 

Boyd traveled throughout North 
and South America with leading 
circuses. 





CHARLES BROZ 

Charles Broz, 44, picture house 
manager, died July 30, in Pasadena, 
Cal. following a heart attack. 
Former musician and producer of 
small touring units, he was manager 
of the State theatre, Pasadena, at 
the time of his death. 





LUIGI ROMANELLI 

Luigi Romanelli, 56, orchestra 
leader long identified with Canadian 
theatre, radio and cafe bookings 
died July 29 of a heart attack at the 
Manoir Richelieu resort in Quebec. 
Further details in orchestra sec- 
tien. 





WILLIAM HAMILTON 
William Hamilton, 48, for the past 
13 years RKO fiim editor and direc- 
tor, died of a heart attack in Holly- 
wood Aug. 2. He recently completed 
cutting Damon Runyon’s ‘The Big 
Street.’ 





ANTHONY KENT 
Anthony Kent, 27, legit actor, died 
in an Omaha hospital July 29. He 
had been hospitalized since June 6, 
being taken to Omaha from Lincoln, 
Neb., where he was taken ill while 
en route to Hollywood. 





FELIPE ALONSO 
Felipe Alonso, 71, Spanish mu- 
sician and composer, died July 20 
in Mexico City. Born in Madrid, 
he joined a royal Spanish band that 
toured the world in the ’90s, 





SARA SHATZ PURCELL 
Mrs. Sara Shatz Purcell, 44, leader 
of the Chicago Women’s Symphony 
Orch, died in Chicago Aug. 1. 





Ben Deiewese, 60, owner of the 


O., died July 27, leaving his wife, 
two sons and three daughters. Also 
surviving are three brothers, includ- 
ing Sam, owner of the Gloria Club, 
and Anthony, owner of the Riviera 
Club, and two sisters. 





George Cowell, 28, Toledo, O., 
guitarist, died July 27 in an automo- 
bile accident as he was returning 
home from the Secor Tavern, Lam- 
bertville, Mich., where he was en- 
gaged. Wife and three children sur- 
vive. 





Henry Streibert, 82, father of Ted 
Streibert, WOR-Mutual executive, 
died at his home in Albany, N. Y., 
last week. He had been proprietor 
of the Streibert Wholesale Paper Co. 





Father, 73, of Frank Damis, assis- 
tant zone manager of Warner Bros. 
New Jersey Theatres, died July 21 of 
heart disease. Wife, three sons and 
daughter survive. 





Mother, 79, of Mrs. Greta Har- 
baugh, who owns and _ operates 
Pines, class Pittsburgh roadhouse, 


died at her home in that city last 
week after a long illness. 





Mrs. Annie Hallor, 83, mother of 
Mrs. John Dillon (Edith Hallor), 
former film star, and Ray Hallor 
ex-nitery operator, died July 25 in 
Hollywood. 





Thomas Stubbins, 89, father of 
Howard Stubbins, Monogram fran- 
chise-holder on the Coast, died in 
Los Angeles Aug. 3. 





Ira J. Howe, 77, who built the first 
theatre in Lafayette, Ind., died in a 
hospital there July 29, following a 





heart attack. 





Dublin Night Club, near Columbus, | 


MARRIAGES 


Isabel Shobert to Charles Busch- 
len, in Hollywood, July 27. Bride is 
a screen and radio actress. 

Gladys Heen to William T. Rags- 
dale, Jr., in Chicago, July 26. Bride 
is radio actress. 

Gloria Lynn to Gene Lester, in 
Kingman, Ariz., July 28. Bride’s a 
film actress; groom is Hollywood 
photographer for Satevepost and 
Silver Screen. 


‘ 
Kay Conners to Phil Davis, in 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 4. She’s on WCAE 
staff and he’s head of continuity de- 
partment there. 

Gwen Lee to Joe Shaw, Aug. 3, in 
Salt Lake City. He is KSL control 
operator; she was ingenue in the 
‘KSL Radio Players.’ 

Diana Barrymore to Bramwell 
Fletcher, July 30, in Hollywood. 
Bride, an actress, is the late John 
Barrymore’s daughter; groom is 
stage actor. 

Perry Wilson to Pvt. Joseph An- 
thony, Aug. 3, in New York. Bride 
is an actress; he’s a former actor 
serving with the Signal Corps at Ft. 
Monmouth, N. J. 

Ruth Moore to Pvt. Gregory Mor- 
ton, July 31, in New York. Bride, 
a former actress, is with Time mag; 
he’s an actor and stationed at Camp 
Lee, Va. 

Elizabeth Sackley Davis to Paul 
Fogarty, Aug. 1. He is WGN, Chi- 
cago, producer, director and writer. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Bub Miley, daughter, 
in New York, July 27. Father is 
manager of the Johnny Long orch. 

Mr. and Mrs. Gordon W. Levoy, 
daughter, in Hollywood, July 30. 
Mother is former Renee Gordon, 
stage and radio player; father is pic-, 
ture biz attorney. 

Mr. and Mrs. Edwin L. Cook, son, 
in Culver City, Cal., July 31. Father 
is in Metro casting department. 

Mr. and Mrs. James _ Schultz, 
daughter, July 23, in Pittsburgh. 
Father is on WCAE staff. 

Mr. and Mrs. A. Carl Rigrod, son, 
July 29 in New York. Father is RKO 





publicist. 
Mr. and Mrs. Sam Wanamaker, 
daughter, July 14, in New York. 


Father is an actor; mother is Char- 
lotte Holland, actress. 

To Mr. and Mrs. Gordon Tuell, a 
girl, in Seattle on July 26. Father 
is music librarian at KIRO. 

Mr. and Mrs. John Stone, daugh- 
ter, in Los Angeles, July 30; Father 
is Metro publicist. 

Mr. and Mrs. Fred Danz, son, in 
Seattle, July 29. Father, son of John 
Danz, head of Sterling Theatres, is 
supervisor of film theatre chain. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jimmy Leonard, son, 
Aug. 1, in Cincinnati. Father is pro- 
gram director of WSAI, Cincy. 

Mr. and Mrs, Samuel Ettinger, son, 
in Philadelphia, July 30. Father is 
news editor of WIP, Philly. 

Mr. and Mrs. Hal Smith, son, July 
31, in Hollywood. Father is in the 
Par story department. 











‘Army’ for Radio 


ummm ontinued from page 3 








after a preliminary okay was given 
by Army heads, the War Department 
decided not to accept sponsorship of 
a beer account. 

Understood American Tobacco 
wants to use the series to plug it’s 
Pall Mall cigarets, using the ‘modern 
design’ angle heavily in the commer- 
cial copy. Goodyear, with no tires to 
sell at this time, would tie in its pro- 
duction of rubber for war purposes 
with the-Army angle of the show. 
It would be a straight institutional 
campaign. 

Meanwhile ‘This Is the Army’ con- 
tinues to capacity-plus business at 
the Broadway theatre, N. Y. Gross 
was $47,600 last week, the fourth. 
The engagement is slated to continue 
at least through August, and then the 
show will tour the larger cities. Film 
rights for the musical have been 
bought by Warner Bros. 


Police Unable to Find 


Relatives of Circus Clown 


New Orleans, Aug. 4. 

No relatives of Horace ‘Scottie’ 
Scott, who performed with Ringling 
and other circuses as a clown for 
over a quarter of a century, have 
been located by police. Scott died 
Friday-(31) at Charity hospital. He 
was stricken a few days before at 
his rooming house and sent to the 
hospital. He came to New Orleans in 
March, 1941, with the Ringling cir- 
cus, and suffered a heart attack at 
that time. He was forced to leave 
the circus. 

Friends here said they heard 
‘Scottie’ speak of his two children in 
Omaha, and of having been born in 








Memphis. 








Andre Villon 
Wally Wanger Co 
D Schrader Ore 


Winale’s Riptide 
Clift Winehi'! 


PHILAD 
Alpine Musical 
Bar 


Connie Howe (3) 
3 Tones 

Club Ball 
George Church 
Marylin Hale 
Arthur Blake 
Barbara Belmore 
Marylin Mack 
Balilovelies 
Alan Fielding Ore 
Luis Fernandez Orc 
Stratford Garden 
(Releves Soaneaues 


otel) 
Walter Miller Orch 
Ben Franklin 
Leslies 
Barbara Blane 
Nina Korda 
Kay Hunt 
Herb Woods Orc 
Benny the Bum’s 
Susan Lane 
Phylis Foster 
El Gauchos 
Carroll's 
Don Tranger 
Gaines Orc 
Carrollettes 
Lewis & Van 


Dawn Lorely 


Jack Spangle 
Jewell Ello 
Clendennings 
Adrian Rollinli 
Johny Paris 
College Inna 
Frank Hall 
Lillian Chaplin 
Monya Alba 
Muni Stewart 
Ella Wyman 
Betty La Rue 
Flo Maliory 
Crescent 5 
Jerry Delmar Ore 
Di Pintos 


Dolores & Rosini 

Warren Boden 

June Van 

Marie Schaffer 

Geo Krinog 

Jimmy Evans 

Dot Garcia 

Pedro Blanco Ore 
Embassy 

Zola Grey 

Alice Mitchell 

Anne Rupert 

Grace Hewson 

Dorothy Porter 

Embassylphs 4 

Geo Clifford 

Pat Sherlin Ore 

Germantown Bar 

Vance Swan 

Don Renaldo 

(H Walton Roof) 


E & J Leach 
Andrew Sis 


Don Richards 
Jeri Kruger 
Peggy Loeb 


Glamour Gis 
Rose Gallo 
Eddie De Luca Ore 
Hopkins’Rathskeller 
Billy Kelly 
Sophisticates 
Margie Winters 
Ted Lewis, Jr. 
Agnes Barry 
Rose Mary Kenny 
Dave Gold Orc 
Laiglon Bar 
Mott’s Melville 
Lexington Casind~ 


Jackie Whalen 


Canfleld Smith 


| H’wood Brunettes 
i Lanny 


Vale 

Ted Oliver Ore 
Little Rathskeller 

Yvet & Duval 

Ugo Martinelli 

Sid Walker 

Barbara Belmore 

Janice 

Victor Hugo’s Ore 

Lou’s Chancellor Bar 

Skyliners 

Dick Wade 
Minstrel Tavern 

Faye Merrill 

Ed McGoldrick Jr 

Anita Thoma 

Sally Foy 

Michael Wayne 

Margie March 

Sissy Ginnie Loftus 

Ed McGoldrick Sr 
Moravian Bar 

Bon-Bon Buddies 

Sam Price 

Bob King 3 


Bills Next Week 


Continued from page 55 


Ben Perry 
June De Voe 
Marie Stanley 
Patricia Parker 
Crawford Parker 
House Line 


ELPHIA 


Neil Dieghan’s 
Rexford & Wallace 
Bill Romano 
Frank Smail 6 
3 Aces & Quen 
Frank Murtha 
Geo Marchetti Ore 
Old Falls Tavern 
Jacqueline Herman 
Suzettes (4) 

Mary Morris 
De Wayne 
Harry Holly 
Billy Hays Ore 

Open Door Cafe 
Bunny Leroy 
Ruth Tenpleton 
Raps & Taps 
Bernardettes 6 
Maurie Sweidlow 
Judi Lee 

Frank Paiumbo’s 
Frankie Schluth 
Brown & Lee 
Iris Wayne 
Jeanettes 

Rainbow Terrace 

(Strafford, Pa.) 
Gene Eyman Ore 

Ritz Carlton 
Howard Lanin Ore 
Roman Grille 

Carita 

Ray O'Day 
Morse Sis 
Gloria Dale 
Jack Yson Ore 

River Drive Ter 

Dick Wharton Ore 
Sam’s Cafe 

Rosalie Jovenelll 

Leonard Kramer 

Billie Diamond 

Kings of Rhythm 

Gene Raymond 

Mike Ray Ore 
Showboat 

Berrys (2) 

Bob Simmons 

Al Carlton 

Margie Martin 

Kelo Brown 

Harry Taylor Ore 

Stlver Lake Inn 
Marion Melrose 
Col Geo Reed 
D & J Herman 
Alice Lucey 
Diaz & Diane 
Frank Hassel Ore 
Sur Ray Gardens 
Katherine King 
Boyd & Chapman 
Danny & Beatrice 
Bob Krail 
Toni Edding 
Agnes Willis 
69th St. Rathskeller 
Elton Brown 
Mary Hartford 
Jean Van 
Perkie Perkins 
Mario & Maria 
Tony Bennett Ore 

Swan Club 
Barney Long 
Bob Tolley 
Eddie Blum 
Carney Sis 
Sosmo & Anita 
Vincent Rizzo Ore 
Honey Breen 

Town Tavern 
Nick Petite 
Betty Behrle 
Jackie Lee 
Eddie Swartz 
Mary Novis 

20th Century 
Sally La Marr 
Rose Venuti (3) 
Harry McKay 
Trans Atlantic L’ge 
Metry Men 
Bill Bennett 


Venice Grill 
Norma Norton 


Marie Lamont 
Don Romero 
Merrill Sis 


Don Nicholas Ore 


Weber’s Hof Brau 
Camden 
Moro & Chita 
Lucky Girls (6) 
Herbert Dexter 
Irene St. Clair 
Temple City 4 
Jules Flacco’s Ore 
Hale Hamilton, Jr 
Raths’r Eldoradians 
Dave Pierson 
Yacht Club 
Iris Lane 
Carmelita 
Anne Tally 
Jack Hutchinson 
Victor Nelson Ore 





PITTSBURGH 


Alpine Lodge 
Tommy Carlyn Ore 
Arlene Day 

Arlington Lodge 
Phil Cavezza Ore 

Balcomades 
Bob Lazar Ore 
Dale Spohrer 

Bill Green's 
E. Hoagland Ore 
Dolores 
Lee Johnson 

Blue Ridge Inn 
Lou Lucky Ore 
Cozy Harris 
Cornell Cooper 
Edith Murray 
Hank Whitehouse 
Jean Rae 
Boogie-Woogie Club 
Clinton Ore 
Priscilla Scott 
Cecil Groves 
Bobby Marshall 
Boog Sherman 
Racehorse Williams 
Harry Comorado 

Cork and Bottle 
Lloyd Fox 

Colonial 
J Spitainy Orc 

Eddie Peyton’s 

Geo Overholt Ore 


Marion Muller 
51 Club 
Max Tarshis 
Pat McCauley 
Linda Cotta 
Sally Rice 
Torchy Cole 
Sherrly Lane 
Margie Norris 
Hotel Fort Pitt 
Ken Bailey Ore 
Johnny Mitchell 
Harry Walton 
Jessie Wheatley 
Hotel Henry 
(Silver Grill) 
Marty Schramm 
4 Kings & Queen 
(Gay 90's) 
Dorothy Nesbitt 
Hotel 7th Avenue 


Harry Bigley 
Escorts 

Hotel Roosevelt 
Joe Vera 
Sam Bari 
Joe Petroselli 
Jimmy Glover 

Hotel Schenley 
Billy Hinds Ore 
Joy Lind 

Hotel Wm Penn 
(Continental Bar) 
Billy Catizone 





Eddie Peyton 


Lenox Gordoa 


Deno Belli 
John Fritz 


Kennywood Park 


Clyde Lucas Orc 
Jane Ward 


ee 


Squirrel Coop 
Tiny Miller 
Dale Harkness 
Eddies Miller 
Pat McGowan 





Lyn Lucas Snowball Jackson 
Merry-Go-Round Trelon 
Howard Baum Orc/ Frank Ramos Ore 
Sally Hughes Yatch Club 
New Hillerest “| H Middleman Ore 
George Wels Orc meng penta 
: Marie Austin 
Nixon Cafe Val Irving 
Al Marisco Ore Mot B Whelan 
Bob Carter : Eleanor Teeman 
Helene & Violin Sky-Vue 


Belmont Bros 
Nick & V Collins 
Nu House 

Chuck Wilson 
Hal & Dolly 
Pillolo Pete Orc 
Good & Goodie 
Ted Blake 
Orchard Inn 
Benny Burton Ore 
Oasis 
Al Snyder Ore 
Johnny Wiles 
Pines 
Don Rutter 
Bill LeRoy Ore 


Joey Sims Orc 
Union Grill 
Sammy Walters 
Frank Natale 
Mike Sandretto 
Villa Madrid 
Etzi Covato Ore 
Mark Lane 
M & R Gunsett 
3 Merry Maids 
Manhattanettes 
Yictory Lounge 
Joey Reynolds 
Freddy Rose 
Webster Hall 
Nelson Maples Ore 


Redd’s Cafe Fashionettes 
Rudy Paul Ore West View Park 
Paul & Quita Art Farrar Orc 





Eddie Palmer Banet 


[a. & C.’s Schedule 


according to official announcement 
of Doddridge Nichols, Memphis 
banker and chairman of the Bond 
drive in Shelby County. Funsters 
did their hot-dog-without-mustard 
routine at the lunch, in addition to 
making a serious plea for support of 
Bonds and Stamps sales. 

Then the real whirl began. Riding 
at the head of a flag-draped motor- 
cade, the pair biitzed through Shel- 
by County in a party that included 
Congressman Clifford Davis, of the 
House Military Affairs Committee; 
Mr. Nichols; M. A. Lightman: a 
group of women volunteers in uni- 
form; Ethel Taylor, prima donna so- 
prano of the Memphis Open Air 
Theatre; Bobby Crump, son of E. 
H. Crump, Shelby County’s political 
boss; and others. The troupe, es- 
corted by a full compliment of 


Aerial 











motorcycle police with _ sirens 
screaming, made nearly a dozen 
stops, at busy corners, at depart- 


ment stores where the employees 
have signed 100%, at factories where 
the payroll plan response is poor 
and needed a shot in the arm. They 


at Millington, the National Fire- 
works powder plant at Cordova, the 
Chickasaw Ordnance plant, among 
others. 

At each spot, the Congressman 
spoke briefly, Miss Taylor sang a pa- 
triotic song, and the boys went to 
work. First they’d make a short 
serious talk, informal but from the 
heart and to the point, about the 
importance of putting that 10% in 
war bonds ‘to beat the Axis during 
the War, to beat Inflation after.’ It 
was good stuff and they socked it 
across to gathering: that ranged 
from 1,500 to 10,000. Then, when the 
point had been made and thousands 
of hands had been raised in the 
pledge, the boys would do a turn, 
maybe the baseball, maybe the mus- 
tard, maybe Costello’s version of 
Jonah and the whale. But it always 
left ’em laughing. 

At night the cutups performed be- 
fore another audience of 10,000 at 
Crump Stadium in the new show 
staged with the cooperation of 
Second Army Headquarters as &@ 
boost to the Bonding. Afterward, 
they were guests of M. A. Lightman 
at the Variety Club and later at his 
home, each function calling for an 
additional stint. 

Pair entrained early Tuesday 
morning for Jefferson Barracks to 
say a few words to the troops in 
training there. They were accom- 
panied by Tommy MacLeod of Uni- 
versal and Morris Abrams, repre- 
senting the Treasury Department. 

Visit left fine taste all round here. 
Did both the Bond Campaign and 
the film industry plenty good. And 
Messrs. A. & C. can hang their hats 
here whenever they wish. 





A. & C.’s $1,000,000 ‘Party’ 

French Lick Springs, Ind., Aug. 4. 

Thomas D. Taggart, owner of the 
French Lick Springs hotel, said a 
$1,000,000 ‘on the house’ party would 
be held-at his resort Aug. 14 and 15, 
with a dinner the latter date featur- 
ing Abbott & Costello. Taggart said 
that each of the guests would have 
to buy at least $1,000 worth of war 
bonds to attend the dinner, at which 
Gov. Henry F. Schricker would be 
guest of honor and principal speaker. 

Eugene C, Pulliam, state executive 
chairman of the Indiana war savings 
staff, said that the Treasury Depart- 
ment has endorsed the rally. 
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seven members of his AFM board to 
appear Friday (7) before Federal 
Judge Michael Igoe to show cause 
why they should not be restrained. 

Co-defendants in the Government 
action are: C. F. Bafley, Los Angeles; 
Fred Birnbach, New York; Harry E. 
Brenton, Boston; Chauncey A. 
Weaver, Des Moines; J. W. Parks, 
Dallas; Oscar Hild, Cincinnati; A. 
Rex Riccardi, Philadelphia; Walter 
Murdock, Toronto. All are officers 
er directors of the Federation. 

‘Conspiracy’ 

The suit charges ‘conspiracy’ to 
prevent the manufacture of record- 
ings, to put wholesalers, retailers, 
jobbers thereof out of business, to 
prevent radio stations from broad- 
casting phonograph records, ditto 
jukeboxes, hotels, taverns, bar 
recordings from the home, requiring 
a boycott by sellers of certain types 
ef users as a condition to AFM 
sanction, requiring radio stations to 
employ unnecessary musicians. 

The perplexed FCC members are 
scratching their heads over the re- 
ports from Petrillo and Niles Tram- 
mell, regarding cancellation of the 
Interlochen broadcast and wonder- 
ing just how far to go in trying to 
protect licensees from ultimatums 
by parties over whom they have no 
legal authority. 

Thinking It Over 


The uneasiness of the Commish 
was typified Monday (3) when 
Chairman James L. Fly—after mak- 
ing belligerent passes at the AFM 
for two weeks—refused to talk at 
all about the ban on recordings, the 
Interlochen incident, or the mu- 
sicians’ boycott of the Don Lee Sys- 
tem. 

When asked if anything further 
has developed in the Petrillo affair, 


rrassing to D.C. 


rom page ! 











commish the musicians would wel- 
come ‘a fair and impartial investi- 
gation’ of either past or future ac- 
tions, but denied the ban on record- 
ings was a one-man decree. He in- 
sisted the policy against canned 
music was prescribed by the ‘unani- 
mous vote of 518 delegates’ to the 
1941 convention, 


Regarding the Interlochen cancel- 
lation, which is the only matter in 
which the commish has taken a di- 
rect official interest, the AFM head 
argued the National Music Camp is 
a commercial enterprise and the 
union must protect itself from a 
growing volume of competition by 
unpaid performers. With the com- 
ment that pupils at the Michigan in- 
stitution pay tuition and fees for pri- 
vate instruction, Petrillo said ‘radio 
advertisers pay the musicians and 
all other participants a commercial 
price for advertising their commod- 
ities and the same rule should apply 
|to this school.’ 

Service Bands 

The familiar issue of competition 
| between hired musicians and service 
|bands (Army, Navy and Marine 
Corps) was injected into the discus- 
sion by Petrillo. He noted that sincé 
the war began service bands ‘are 
on the air any number of times each 
day’ and as a result the union ‘was 
beginning to wonder whether there 
was going to be any work left for 
the professional musicians.’ He com- 
mented ‘it is easy to understand that 
the more free music the radio sta- 
tions receive, the less need for the 
professional. That was the primary 
reason for opposing the broadcast- 
ing of the concerts from Inter- 
lochen.’ 

The Federation has not objected 
to school bands which are used non- 





Fly replied ‘I have nothing further 
to report on that at this juncture.’ 

Other Commish members were 
similarly silent, preferring to digest 
the Petrillo and Trammell state- 
ments and have a closed-door dis- 
cussion before saying anything for 
publication. 

Protection For Radio 

On the whole, the attitude of the 
AFM has put squarely up to the 
Commish the necessity of deciding: 
whether responsibility for protecting 
broadcasters against ‘unfair demands’ 


commercially Petrillo maintained. 
|Even though locals in New York, 
|Chicago and Los Angeles have 


|closed-shop contracts with NBC. 
Petrillo boasted of the sacrifice 
| the musicians have made to supply 
music to the nation, shot back that 
‘the finest writers and the finest 
music were taken off the air be- 
cause the broadcasting companies 
| Said ‘no’ to ASCAP, insisted there is 
|no race or color line in the AFM, 
and discussed at length the effect of 
canned music on the employment of 
;union members. Addressing his re- 





ef third parties should be left wholly | marks to Chairman Fly, he said: 


up to other Federal bodies, such as | 


the Justice Department, the National 
Labor Relations Board, and the Fed- 
eral Trade Commission. 

The proposition whether the FCC 
is going to stand idle while a union 
threatens to shut down all 


radio} out of business. 


| ‘I also read in a press release, sup- 
| posedly coming from you, that if we 
|stopped the making of recordings 
|}and transcriptions, 500 radio stations 
jand many taverns and cafes which 
|cannot employ musicians will be put 


There are some 


service was laid in the regulators’ |500,000 juke boxes in the United 


laps by Trammell. Though the NBC 
prexy naturally discussed only the 


chain's relations with the Musicians, | 


his statement of the Petrillo problem 
unavoidably raises the issue that li- 
censees are unable to fight back 
whenever a determined union group 
decides to launch a campaign. 


One suggestion being mulled in| 


some quarters is that the Commish 
should conduct a general inquiry. 
using the Petrillo affair as an ex- 
cuse, and in the end suggest to Cong- 
ress that the need for dependable 
radio, telephone and telegraph serv- | 
ice is so closely related to the need 
for uninterrupted transportation that | 


States and Canada. These juke boxes 
alone have taken the jobs of ap- 
proximately 8,000 live musicians. 
There are approximately 500 radio 
| stations which do not employ a 
|single live musician. These radio 
stations are all classified as big 
business. 
‘Canned Music’ as Scab 

‘Members of the American Federa- 
tion of Musicians received $3,000,000 
annually for making canned music. 
i This $3,000,000 worth of canned 
music, when distributed around the 
United States and Canada, takes the 
place of live musicians who would 
receive for their work approxi- 


the unique provisions of the Rail-| mately $100,000,000. Certainly no one 


way Labor Act might be adapted to 
the whole communications _ field. 
(Under the statute affecting railroad 
workers, demands for changes in 
working conditions must be sub- 
mitted to mediation if the parties | 
cannot get together, if the National 
Mediation Board cannot work out a 
settlement and a strike appears im- |} 
minent, the dispute is certified to 
the President who can appoint a 
fact-finding board and freeze the 
Status quo for a fixed period. By the 
time the special board has reported, 
public opinion usually has been felt 
and one side or the other is ready | 
to come to terms). 
Echoes of ASCAP 

While Trammell presented the 
possibility that the nation might be 
deprived of a substantial part of its 


| others, 


can say this is a healthy condition. 

‘It is said that without our assist- 
ance these places would go out of 
business. The question is, who shall] 
go out of business first? It is not our 
intent to put anyone out of business. 
Why can’t we all live? Why should 


|all big revenue go into the pockets 


of these radio stations, officials and 
without paying one dollar to 
the musicians? 

‘The action of the convention of 
the American Federation of Musi- 
cians in stopping recordings was not 
taken on the impulse of the moment. 
It was taken after some 15 years of 
deliberation, when the patience of 
the entire 138,000 members of the 
American Federation of Musicians 
was exhausted... 


‘Insofar as I personally am con- 





radio service if operators balk unions 
Mm a fight of major proportions, the | 
AFM head also pushed the Commish 
closer to a very embarrassing po- | 


cerned and as long as I am the pres- 
ident of the American Federation of 
Musicians, I shall encourage such 


sition by recalling the copyright tiff | @ction on the canned music situa- 


tween the industry and the Ameri- | 
can Society of Composers, Authors 
& Publishers. By implication, Pe- 
trillo represented the regulators as 
being more solicitous about a small 
number of station and network op- 
erators than about the much greater 
number of individuals whose liveli- 
hoed is involved. 

Protesting his patriotism and that 
f the Federation, Petrillo told the 





tion until such time as these people 
who are getting rich on our services 
while our people get no money see 
fit to employ members of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Musicians... 


‘The iceman was put out of busi- 
ness because the frigidaire was in- 
stalled in the home; but the iceman 
had nothing to do with the making 
of the frigidaire. Many, many other 
laboresaving devices have’ been cre- 








ated where the displaced worker had 
nothing to do with the making of 
same. In our case, it is entirely dif- 
ferent. We make the instrument 
which puts us out of business. To 
continue this policy means suicide 
for the musicians of the United 
States and Canada.’ 


Petrillo also used the letter to Fly 
as a further answer to Director 
Elmer Davis of the Office of War 
Information. He told Fly the AFM 
has ‘bought more war bonds pro 
rata’ than any other organization. In 
addition, the union has allowed ‘mil- 
lions of dollars’ worth of music to 
be played free for the armed forces 
of the United States and its allies’ 
and will make any recordings needed 
for the military and naval services 
or requested by the President. 

OWI Very Upset 

The Office of War Information re- 
mains quite upset by the whole 
situation. Petrillo’s belligerent reply 
to Director Elmer Davis and _ his 
grudging promise to the Federal 
Communications Commission to let 
his members make platters for the 
armed forces or when requested by 
the President are anything but as- 
surances that waxed programs re- 
lated to the war effort will be avail- 
able after a short while. Radio Di- 
rector W. B. Wewis had no comment 
Monday (3) on the outlook and 
would not hint what move may be 
in his or Davis’ minds, though he 
a“knowledged he’s thinking and talk- 
ing about the predicament AFM has 
put OW] in. 
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Canteen Capers 
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who've developed canteen pallor in 
addition to canteen footsies. 





This will illustrate that it’s nice 
that we got to know each other. 
Several nights before the party, 
Helen Ford was asked by a Chinese- 
American boy—a gob in Uncle Sam’s 
Navy—how he could find the Chin- 
ese girl his buddies had told him was 
a hostess. Helen, who’d never seen 
the hostess in question, consulted the 
O.D., who consulted the Captain of 
the Junior Hostesses, who consulted 
the press agent on duty, who tele- 
phoned Vivian Smolen, Co-Chair- 
man of the Junior Hostesses’ Com- 
mittee. Our sister from Cathay was 
net en duty that night, Vivian in- 
formed, her stint was on Friday. 
So next Friday night, Tey Sing, 
who played with Jane Cowl in ‘First 
Lady,’ will dance with one of Uncle 
Sam’s nephews, who displays a very 
special fervor for democracy and a 
real wish to fight its enemies. 


Incidentally, when Paul Robeson 
was at the Canteen last Friday, he 
included a Chinese and a Russian 
song in his program, both fighting 
songs of our gallant allies. The rest 
of Robeson’s songs were request 


| numbers. 


Rebeson was beseiged by service 
men of all nations who wanted to 
shake his hand and to get his auto- 
graph. One RAF Sergeant Pilot, 
from Blackpool, had quite a long 
conversation with him. Robeson 
many times had sung at that seaside 
resort in Lancashire. For the RAF 
boy he was a symbol of home. 





Authoress Marcella Burke, chic, 
attractive and 21 plus, does her 
stint as a senior hostess each week. 
Last week, a young soldier, who 
had engaged her in conversation for 
some time, asked her to dance. 
Marcella explained that it is against 


the rules for a senior hostess to 
oblige, and why didn’t he ask 
Junior Hostess? ‘Well,’ said the 
|sc-tactful youngster, ‘at home I! 


dance with mother.’ 


Our .servicemen guests are really 
getting quite ‘giftie’ conscious since 
the time they gave the girls flowers 
and scrolls and cards of apprecia- 
tion. The other night a group of 
them gave Horace Braham, one of 
their favorite m.c.’s, a box of cigars. 
All evening Horace smoked like a 
chimney—a greenish grin spread 
over his face whenever the boys 
were near. He realiy hates cigars, 
but his heart is stouter than hit 
stomach. 





Last Sunday night Lucy Monroe, 
who regularly canducts community 
songfests for the boys, inaugurated 
a competition. She placed ‘spotters’ 
around the canteen to pick out the 
best singers among the servicemen 
and the Junior Hostesses. The 
singers were brought up on the 
stage and, by applause, the audience 
chose three winners among the girls 
and three among the beys. The 


' prizes for the boys were a $25 book 


-_ |ing to extinguish the flames. 


Defense Jobs Lure 


Rubin & Cherry’s 8 








Chicago, Aug. 4. 

Rubin’ & Cherry Shows, member 
of the Amusement Corp. of America, 
many of whose major fair dates 
were cancelled, has, for the first 
time in 25 years, been pooked for 
eight weeks solidly in various Chi- 
cago locations. 

First time a major 
played within the city limits. 
C., a 40-car trick, has been grossing 
$20,000 to $30,000 weekly. J. C. Me- 


show has 


handled the bookings. 





BADLY MAULED BY LI0 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 4. 

Vincent Sunday, animal trainer 
with the Ringling-Barnum & Bailey 
show, had a close brush with death 
at opening performance here of Big 
Top last Monday (27) when a big cat 
went after him, clawing his rig’ t 
knee and thigh and turning them 
into a ragged, bloody mess. Sparse 
matinee crowd watched*in horror 
while Sunday, working out of three 
groyps of mixed wild animals which 
were performing simultaneously 
under the supervision~of Alfred 
Court, tried to get out of the way 
of the lion. Only the quick action 
of a helper inside the cage saved 
him from death. As it is, he'll »e 
out of commission for several weeks. 

Hardly able to walk, in great pain, 
Sunday attempted to finish his rou- 
tine, but Court himself entered the 
cage and refused to permit -the in- 
jured trainer to continue. Two at- 
tendants carriéd him out of the Big 
Top to the show’s medical tent, 
where he received emergency treat- 
ment, and then he was rushed to a 
local hospital. 

Circus people attributed the lion's 
attack to the fact that this particular 
group of animals had not been 
worked for nearly two weeks be- 
cause of a labor shortage, and one 
performer declared: ‘You work them 
every day and the animals get used 
to you, but after two weeks, Sun- 
day was almost like a stranger.’ The 
sudden attack occurred while only 
a few seconds of the act remained. 
Sunday had most of the cats as- 
sembled in a crouching position and 
was getting ready to bring the rest 
in line when one of the crouching 
lions, with a vicious lunge, clamped 
his jaws over the trainer’s leg just 
j}above the knee. 
in vain to free himself until his | 
helper came to the rescue and beat 
the animal -off. 








ft 


Fire-Eater Burned 
. Marion, O., Aug. 4. | 
When Sidney Brown, ‘fire-eater’ 

with a carnival, put on his act here 

last Monday night (27), the specta- | 
tors, including a policeman, thought | 
it was a convincing performance 
when his shirt appeared to catch 


| fire and he rolled in the grass, try- 
Even | 





|when Brown, after igniting the 
dry grass, ran inside the tent, still 
blazing, they still thought it was a 
| gag to lure the customers inside to 
see the show. However, Brown 
wasn't fooling. 

While swallowing flame, gasoline 
which Brown accidentally spilled on 
his shirt front was ignited. He was 
taken to City Hospital, suffering 


first-degree burns. 





of War Stamps, a candid camera and 
a fountain pen and peneil set. 
Prizes for the girls, twe $5 beoks 
of War Stamps znd a large bottle 
of perfume. 

The competitions will take place 
every Sunday night. The best serv- 
ieeman singer discovered between 
now and Dec. 31 will receive a $1,000 


is personally donating all prizes. 





A Junior Hostess asked a sailor 
whether he played gin rummy. ‘Gin 
Rummy?’ said he, ‘how do you think 
I got these stripes?’ That, and he, 
ever will be known as a nifty- 
swifty to the girl in question.” “~ 





Weeks Within Chicago 


R-BB ANIMAL TRAINER | 


| Wright 


\fairs will 
| ‘probably $1,000,000’ in Federal taxes 


Wa: Bond from Miss Monroe, who | 


Ringlings’ Acute Labor Shortage: 


Tm Away All Over 





Pittsburgh, Aug. 4. 
Acuteness of labor shortage in 
Ringling-Barnum & Bailey circus 
, was revealed here last week when 
Big Top execs sent out an urgent ap- 
| peal to local branch of the U. S. Em- 
ployment Service for laborers, 
|; handymen and electricians’ helpers, 
‘Almost as soon as we hit Pitts- 
burgh,’ a spokesman for the show 
| Said, ‘our workers began to get de- 
|fense jobs in steel mills. It’s been 
like this every time we've played 


R. & @n industrial section this year.’ 


Circus, however, didn’t get even 
‘5% of its needs in manpower here. 


Caffery, v.p. and g.m. of the ACA, | asked for at least 150 men ‘right 
} away,” all S. Chapman Wright, man- 


jager of the employment service 


|; could deliver was seven. 


This is the first season in many 
years that ‘Biggest Show on Earth’ 
has had trouble getting enoush 
,roustabouts for laboring jobs. 
called Connellsville, Pa., 
branch of employment service for 
|circus help but none was available 
there. All week during its stand 
here, circus sent personnel men into 
surrounding towns all over this 
district trying to pick up men but 
without much success. 

Circus was offering pay ranging 
from $65 to $100 a month plus reom 
and beard. Labor shortage directly 
resulted in mauling of a trainer, 
Vincent Sunday, at opening per- 
formance here by a big lion due to 
the fact that animal group hadn't 
been worked for nearly two weeks. 


21 OF OHIO’S 89 
COUNTY FAIRS CANCEL 


Columbus, Aug. 4. 


Unofficial survey revealed that 21 
of Ohio’s 89 county and independent 
fairs have been cancelled in com- 
pliance with a request by Joseph 
B. Eastman, director of the Office 
of Defense Transportation. Fifty- 
one fairs will be held, and 17 have 
announced no decision. The 1942 
Ohie State Fair at Columbus will 
not be held, since the Government 
is using the fairgrounds for an 
Army depot. 

Those fairs which will be held will 
make special efforts to sell war 
bonds and stamps. Ralph D. Haines, 
Dayton, president of. the Ohio Pair 
Managers’ Association, said ‘it ap- 
pears that fully 90% of the fairs 
will be conducted as usual unless 
all public gatherings are to be dis- 
continued by official edict. The 
large group representing the fairs of 
Ohio have always been relied upon 











Sunday struggled |'to assist in a time like the present 


and in this instance they wili again 


i perform their full patriotie duty.’ 


Former Gov. Myers Y. Cooper, 
honorary president of the Fair Man- 
agers’ Association, estimated that the 
yield the Government 


and gate receipts. 


Great Lorenzo Falls 
To His Death in Show 


St. Louis, Aug. 4 

Paul Lorenzo, 40, circus aerialist, 
was killed Wednesday (29) when he 
fell 116 feet at the 59th annual 
‘.arion County Soldiers & Sailors 
iieunion at Salem, I1., 100 miles east 
of St. Louis with his wife and 
15,000 spectators looking on. Lorenzo, 





whose full name is Paul Lorenzo 
Perkinson, was working on a high 
pole doing a balancing act, swinging 


the pole back and forth in a 20 foot 
‘are when the pole broke 10 feet 
from the top. 

As he fell ‘The Great’ Lorenzo 
|} made a desperate effort to grasp a 
|platform a few feet below the 
| break, but missed. Lorenzo tried to 
twist his body in order that he would 
‘land on his feet, but he struck two 
|guy wires of the pole and alighted 
‘on his stomach at the base of the 
|pole. He was pronounced dead at a 
'Salem hospital. 
In the show business for 30 years, 
| Lorenzo perfected his new act short- 
jly after his marriage to his wife 
| Vickey in 1932 and has been spe- 
|cializing in it since. He thrilled 
, thousands of St. Louisans at the 
j;annual police circus held here last 
spring. He was born at Parsons. 
j Kan 7 
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HITCH YOUR WAGON TO A STAR 
CAMEL HAS THEM, HERE THEY ARE— 


“YOUR L A N I ' Y 
MAN ~ 
a R Q S - 


MARGO 


HERB SHRINER 


THE ASH OF THE 
CAMEL CARAVAN 


* 
EDWARD ELLIS 


THE NARRATOR OF THE 


“OUR TOWN” 


DRAMATIC SPOT 


| x 
XAVIER CUGAT ann nis orcHESTRA 


ALL ON THE CAMEL CARAVAN 


EVERY FRIDAY 10-11 P.M., E.W.T. C.B.S. COA ST-TO-COAST 
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